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Musings 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” Hebrews 13:8 
 
“This month has been the longest year of my life!” These are the words of a 
Pastor struggling to wrap his mind around the adaptations Covid-19 would 
bring to church life. It has seemed like daily the Governor or CDC have made 
changes to their recommendations that have completely changed the way 
we do life. Nothing is the same. Except… God is the same. 

Our Savior is just as loving now as ever. Jesus is just as present. Just as        
big a comfort. Just as generous with His peace “which surpasses all            
understanding” (Philippians 4:7). 

His grace is just as free as ever. His promises are just as sure as ever. His love 
is just as overwhelming as ever. He has not changed. 

But life has changed. The way we worship has changed. The way we interact 
has changed. We pray that life will return to “normal” quickly, but what if it 
doesn’t? What if it shouldn’t? 

The church has found creative ways over the past month to “get together,” 
keep in touch, support one another and we have found deeper ways to pray 
for one another. Families have found greater depth in their prayers as they 
cannot visit with loved ones who are sick or hurting. This depth and           
creativity is a good thing. This must continue! 

As this pandemic continues, your church leadership will continue to be     
creative in how we interact. We will continue to use the phone much more 
than normal. We will continue to upload more and various videos and       
services to our online platforms. We will use outside-the-box ideas like 
“Drive-In” Church to get us a bit closer to worshiping together. Sunday 
School classes will begin to use meeting resources like Zoom to get together 
in a virtual way. But as we exhaust our creative juices I BEG you to continue 
doing your part. Call someone. Offer to help. Seek help if you need it. Be the 
Bereans I know you to be. Be the “Church Beyond The Walls.”  

Love You all, 
Jason 

April 
2020 
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Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where: 

☘ Sunday School Breakfast Service 
 June 14 & August 9 

☘ Children’s Church/Sunday School 
& Nursery 

Talk to Mrs. Jessica or Pastor 
Charlie to get involved. 

☘ Wednesday Night Awana Helpers 
Game Time, Teacher Assistants, 
Nursery Helpers, etc. 

Upcoming Youth Opportunities: 

☘ Laser Tag 
May – TBA 

☘ Built to Serve Mission Trip to Philly 
 June 20-27, 2020 

☘ Sunday Morning Bible Study 
 10:00am – 11:00am 

☘ Sunday Evening Bible Study 
 5:00pm – 6:30pm @ the Troxell’s 

Nearly 25 years ago the whistle blew and Jonathan 
and I took off around the circle with each of us 
strapped to the other.  It’s called the three-legged 
race, and we were good at it, so good in fact we 
never lost a race. All these years later and that 
race hasn’t changed one bit. On  Saturday March 
14, with much of the sports world shut down, the 
Three-Legged Race came to the gym at Berea   
Baptist Church as we played host to the 2020 

Awana Games. Over 35 competitors took to the court to participate in 
ten events that included the Sparky Safari, Days of the Week, Bean Bag 
Toss, and of course the Three-Legged Race.   

Our Berea clubbers did incredible on the court winning several individual 
competitions, including the Three-Legged Race, before ultimately falling 
just short of winning the whole thing by one point in both the Spark-a-
Rama and the T&T Games.  As was often mentioned Saturday, March 
Madness was upon us! More incredible than the on court success is the 
success we are seeing from our clubbers on a weekly basis. Why do I 
mention this? Because much like high school or college athletes, to be 
eligible for the Awana Games, clubbers must be faithfully attending as 
well as continually seeking to complete sections through regular study 
and scripture memorization.  Put all that together and you have the    
makings of a great group of Champions for Christ both on and off the 
court.   

Thank you to all of our coaches, concession workers, score keeper, and 
to all of our volunteers that make everything we do with Awana          
possible.  A special thank you to everyone that came out to support     
our clubbers and enthusiastically cheer them on, it was a fantastic       
environment for the games.  

Sparky Team - Rilee Ambrose, Isabelle Biter, Evelyn Hinojosa, Angela 
Overby, Charlotte Hinojosa, Josiah Tenny, Elijah Weatherford, Noah 
Weatherford, Joseph Toy 

T&T Team - Morgan Toy, Lilianna Butler, Mylie Overby, Leia Troxell,    
Emma Lee Wise, Cole Bradshaw, Judah Tenny, Connor Toy, Joel Tenny, 
Jared Tenny, Sam Wise, Ben Biter, Wyatt Ambrose, Patrick Agnor 

Next year there will be more races of the three-legged variety. There will 
be more balloons to pop, and bean bags to toss and I can tell you this, 
the Awana Games will return in 2021...see you there! 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

A “Behind the Scenes” look at how Pastor Charlie makes 
Facebook Live happen for us each Sunday Morning. Berea 
is blessed to have Pastors who work side by side to     
continue to bring us God’s Word during this strange and 
chaotic time! 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

 

Spiritual Growth is a Process....Gods plan is to bring you to the 
end of yourself, to a point of desperation where you get so sick of 
yourself and your inability to change that you throw up your 
hands in surrender. When that happens, you are closer than you 
have ever been to knowing the joy of the Spirit-filled life. 

"Grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. " 

2 Peter 3:18 

Handyman Ministry Updates 

Pictured Above: This was built for Ray 
Etheridge of Shawboro who has sadly 
passed since the building of the ramp. 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built     
for Leonard Waters of Camden who is     
unable to walk and needed a ramp upon 
his release from the hospital. 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Mark and Rhonda Leary of South Mills. It 
will make it much easier for Mrs. Leary 
to get in and out of the house for her 
doctor’s appointments. 

Pictured Above: Sally Bruderle requested 
this ramp to be built for her niece who 
has MS and will be visiting her in March. 

Governor Cooper’s stay-at-home mandate realizes the essential nature of the 
church and we are still here for you. We are in the office Monday – Thursday, 
9:00am – 2:00pm and on the phone whenever needed. If you have other more   
tangible needs we are ready to help meet those as well. 

We Are Still Here 



 

Your Pastors are working hard to keep us   
connected with 4 weekly videos and limitless 
opportunities to stay in touch. Be proud of 
how Berea continues to be the “Church      
Beyond the Walls.” 
 

Berea Scattered 

Our Children’s Ministry Facebook Page was created on March 17 to help keep our Children 
connected during this time of social distancing. Pastor Charlie shares and Awana lesson on 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm and Mrs. Jessica shares a Children’s Church Lesson Sunday Mornings at 
10:00am. 

March 18 March 22 March 25 March 29 April 1 
Reached: 83 Reached: 162 Reached: 55 Reached: 94 Reached: 207 
Views: 192 Views: 121 Views: 146 Views: 110 Views: 183 

We offer Worship at 11:00am on Sunday Mornings and Wednesday Encouragement on 
Wednesday Evenings via Facebook LIVE. These are then uploaded to our website bereaone.org 
immediately following the broadcast. 

March 15 March 18 March 22 March 25 March 29 April 1 
Reached: 1,078 Reached: 901 Reached: 945 Reached: 313 Reached: 557 Reached: 587 
Views: 585 Views: 276 Views: 645 Views: 193 Views: 384 Views: 235 

Pastor Charlie and Jessica are making sure our Awana Clubbers are still 
feeling the love and remaining hard at work while the church doors 
remain closed due to COVID-19. This of course has taken a little bit of 
thinking “outside of the box.” Pictured left are clubbers Leia Troxell and 
Skylar Marks appropriately socially distanced (6ft. apart) as the 
Troxell’s wished Skylar a Happy Birthday! Also, Awana books that were 
left at church were delivered to Clubbers homes so that they could 
continue to work on verses. Clubbers are continuing to memorize their 
verses and submitting them via video to the Berea Children’s Ministry 
Facebook page to get credit! Need some encouragement on a gloomy 
day of being stuck inside? How about follow them at facebook.com/
bereabaptistchildrensministry and you can watch some of the videos of 
the Clubbers reciting their verses. Nothing can cheer you up faster than 
these kiddos sharing God’s word! 

Awana Still Going Strong 

March Financials  

March 15, 2020 
Basketball 1,846.00 
Awana                165.27 
TOTAL $2,011.27 

March 22, 2020 
General 1,408.10 
Puppets 85.00 
Awana 20.00 
Insurance 175.00 
Memorial*              180.00  
TOTAL $1,868.10 
*memorial given to Handyman 

Fund in memory of Mike and 
Ernie Cauley 

March 29, 2020 
General $4,295.00 
Annie Arm.        315.00 
TOTAL $4,610.00 

Offerings can continue to be mailed to the church/treasurer or dropped off to the church during office hours. 

Thank you for your  
continued financial 
support during this 
time! 

Berea Page 
564 Page Likes 
591 Followers 

Children’s Ministry Page 
39 Page Likes 
43 Followers 
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Website Views at an All Time High 

For Berea members and their loved ones         
who do not have access to Facebook, our       
website is an excellent resource to find the latest 
Sunday Morning sermons and Wednesday       
encouragements. 

Sermons are uploaded immediately following 
their completion and are usually available        
between 1:30 – 2:00pm Sunday afternoon. 
Wednesday Encouragements are available no 
later than the following day. 

Please check it out: www.bereone.org 

March Website Visits: 593 
March Website Media Views: 38 

“We moved to Cincinnati to plant 
Revive City Church. I realize now we 
were crazy. I walked away from a 
steady paycheck, and my wife was 
nine months pregnant,” Kirk       
explains. “When we started, we had 
no denomination or network      

behind us. We felt alone.” 

They started their first church in a downtown,     
multi-ethnic area with great spiritual need. In 2016, 
they prayed about starting a second church. Only 
this time, they knew they did not have to do it alone. 

“That’s when we became a part of the Southern  
Baptist Convention, and it’s the best move we ever 
made,” says Kirk. 

As Southern Baptist church planting missionaries, 
the Kirklands received the support to successfully 
launch a second church and expand their community 
outreach ministries. They now are looking forward 
to planting additional churches as God leads. 

The immediate threat has blown 
over, but Hurricane Maria left a 
deep impact in social, emotional 
and financial scars on Puerto Rico. 
That overwhelming need is what 
drew Jonathan and Yesenia back to 
the island from their home in New 

York.  

Jonathan serves as the director of Send Relief Puerto 
Rico. He works with local churches and agencies to 
identify people and communities in crisis and match 
the needs with the volunteer relief teams arriving 
each week. Jonathan says that physical needs are 
easier to address, but it’s the emotional and spiritual 
issues that also must be acknowledged. 

“Although very religious, because of its catholic 
background that connects to our Spanish heritage, 
Puerto Rico is mostly lost. I always tell our             
volunteers, the most important part of their work 
isn’t the roof they are replacing, it’s the people    
under the roof,” says Jonathan. 

After spending a decade in ministry 
in New Orleans, God called Rob and 
Annabeth to a new work. From 
their first visit, the Wiltons knew 
they were called to the historic city 
of Pittsburgh. 

“There’s more than 2 million      
people, and the gospel hasn’t reached most of them. 
In lots of cities our size, Southern Baptists have  
started 20, 30, 40 churches in the last few years. But 
here, it’s hard. I can count the number of churches 
we’ve started on one hand,” explains Rob. 

As the Send City Missionary, Rob came to             
Pittsburgh— not just to plant a church—but to reach 
the city by inspiring planters to work together. 

“I’m planting a church in southwest Pittsburgh. Our 
new church has united with existing plants to recruit, 
train and send new planters. As one team, we’re 
already seeing how God is making us stronger      
together,” says Rob. 

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Week of Prayer Missionaries (cont…) 
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Church Goal: 

$1,250 

Received to Date: 

$915 



 

Throughout the centuries, the church of our Lord Jesus Christ has flourished despite challenge, opposition and 
persecution. We see this in the biblical accounts of the early church in the Book of Acts. Whenever followers of 
Christ were persecuted and scattered, the church grew. Even in modern times, the church has grown faster in 
parts of the world where our brothers and sisters in Christ often risk their very lives to worship Jesus. 

While I don’t want to make direct comparisons between the persecuted church and the coronavirus pandemic 
our world is currently enduring, there is no doubt that we are living and ministering in an extraordinary,       
unprecedented and challenging time in history. 

In the midst of the upheaval and adjustments we are being forced to make in our lives, I have been               
encouraged by reports from pastors and churches across our state about how God is moving and at work in 
the midst of this global crisis. 

As pastors and churches made difficult decisions about modifying or canceling their worship gatherings in the 
early days of COVID-19’s impact on our state, many took their services or sermons online by way of livestream 
or video recording. For some, this was the very first time they had shared their messages in this manner. 

Pastors have shared with me that they have seen strong engagement from people accessing messages online. 

One pastor in western North Carolina whose church typically draws about 200 for worship reported that some 
2,000 people accessed a recent Sunday service via Facebook Live. Another pastor told me they had 10,000 
people watching their service via the internet. 

I have also heard reports from pastors of people coming to know Christ and making other spiritual decisions 
during home worship with family as a result of these livestreamed messages. To God be the glory! This serves 
as a reminder that people are looking for hope and assurance in these uncertain times. 

May we look for ways that we can love and serve our neighbors in these days and be ready to share the hope 
that we have in Christ with them. 

In these days where “social distancing” has become part of our conversation and practice, Sunday School    
classes, small groups and others are utilizing cell phones and other technology sources to meet together      
virtually for prayer and encouragement. Families are using these days to start or expand worship together in 
the home. 

I am thankful for all of our pastors, church staff and associational leaders across our state who continue to 
minister and lead their congregations in these recent days. I want you to know that the staff and elected    
leaders of the Baptist State Convention are continually praying for you. We are also trying to reach out to    
every pastor of a North Carolina Baptist church by phone to encourage you and see if there are any needs that 
the state convention could possibly assist you with. 

Additionally, we have developed a special web page of resources related to the coronavirus, which is available 
at ncbaptist.org/covid19. New content and resources will be added to this page as they become available. 

Finally, may we continue to take comfort in the fact that the God we serve is in control of this world and none 
of what we are facing took Him by surprise. Along with you, I rejoice that we know Christ as our Savior, and we 
can find comfort in the fact that God is with us. He will comfort and encourage us and give us His peace during 
these difficult days if we look to Him.  

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” – Psalm 46:1 (NKJV) 

God Is Moving in the Midst of Crisis 
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Sanctuary flowers will be cancelled until further notice. 

Thank you. 
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7 7 Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

Last week the family played kickball on the church’s softball field. Our dog, Toby, joined 
us and as dogs tend to do wandered… a lot! Emma Lee and Sam were very concerned 
he was going too far and would yell for him, constantly, even when he was relatively 
close. Toby, knowing who “the boss” is, ignored them completely. When he did finally 
get too close to the ditch, or the neighbor’s I finally whistled for him and yelled, just 
once, and he quickly returned. Toby knows who’s “boss.” 

Jesus made it plain that His sheep would know Him and follow Him. They would know 
the sound of His voice. They would follow Him and Him only. Even when the world 
sounded like a shepherd… they would listen to His voice. Even when they were tempt-
ed to run astray… they would follow Him. This is the key. Are we truly His sheep? Do we follow Him? Is His the 
most important voice in our lives? 

If we really are His sheep then we can rest assured no one can pluck us from His hand. No temptation can pull 
us from Him. Satan cannot rob us of His grace. Even we ourselves cannot negate the salvation freely given by 
our Lord. As we Baptists are prone to say: “Once saved, Always saved.” 

I know not why God's wondrous grace To me He hath made known; Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love          
Redeemed me for His own. But "I know whom I have believed, And am persuaded that He is able To keep that 
which I've committed Unto Him against that day." 

Sermon Recap: March 29 – I’m a Sheep – John 10:22-30 

Sermon Recap: April 5 – The Balm of Gilead – Isaiah 53 

Have your kids ever experienced repeat ear infections? Mine have. After getting 
the wimpy antibiotic from the doctor you return 10 days later to request    
something stronger. The sickness was stronger than the solution. 

Jeremiah talked about the Balm in Gilead, known in the ancient world for          
its healing properties. In the Bible it becomes clear that this Balm is a             
foreshadowing of the coming Christ, of whom J. C. Philpot said: “There is more 
in the balm to heal than there is in guilt to wound; for there is more in grace to 
save than there is in sin to destroy.” Our infection of sin will never need a repeat 
treatment. 

Isaiah is the one who made the connection. In "the 5th gospel" Isaiah         
prophesies, hundreds of years before Jesus, that Someone would bear our    

sicknesses. Someone would be wounded for us. Someone would pay the penalty for our sins. 

We who receive the healing power of this Balm will be part of the many that are the reward for His              
punishment. This Holy Week ponder anew the Balm of Gilead who made a perfect way for your healing! 

There is a balm in Gilead To make the wounded whole; There is a balm in Gilead To heal the sin sick soul. 
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Sundays 
☘ 9:20am Breakfast 
☘ 10:00am Sunday School 
☘ 11:00am Worship 
☘ 5:00pm Chancel Choir 
☘ 5:00pm Youth Bible Study 
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 
☘ 10:00am Open Exercise 
Tuesdays 
☘ 6:00pm Puppets 
Wednesdays 
☘ 6:30pm Awana 
☘ 7:00pm Adult Bible Study 

☘  Easter Drive In Church 
4/12 @ 11:00am 

☘ Newsletter Deadline 
 4/19 @ 9:00am 
At the current time everything 
EXCEPT EASTER SUNDAY DRIVE 
IN CHURCH is cancelled. Look 
for updates to the schedule in 
the Mid-April Newsletter. 

1 Virginia Bray 
5 Julia Vallas 
7 Karl & Kristy Poulson 
 Terry & Joanie Taylor 
 Wanda White 
 Samuel Wise 
8 Chris Dail 
 Mildred Godfrey 
 Asher Long 
 Jennifer Turner 
 Kenny & Kathy Waters 
10 Cindy Hall 
 Jerry Newell 
11 Mike & Dawn Johnson 
12 Pat Lehman 
 Evelyn Milam 
14 Laura Barbettini 
 Bob & Anita Green 
 Robin Harrell 
 Donovan Hodges 
 Elijah Weatherford 

15 Fahey Harrell 
16 Konnie Poulson 
 James & Ruth Russell 
18 Tyler Byrd 
 Kelsey Douglas 
 Bill Durham 
 Stephen Green 
19 Blake Ennis 
 Fahey & Amanda Harrell 
 Pat Long 
20 Don & Miriam Alexander 
 Sarah Long 
20 Woodie Kitchen 
 Bill McPherson 
 Anita Worsley 
22 Wesley Dail 
24 Sam & Paula Keith 
26 Jean Durham 
29 Walter Worsley 
30 Peggy Bunch 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Enter parking lot via Hwy. 17. Parking Attendants will direct you. You must remain in your car. An 
offering will be taken by parking attendants upon exiting the parking lot if you would like to give. 

Listen to the service via your car’s FM radio. 
Bathroom will be available in the OFH and FLC for “emergencies” only. 
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Sunday School Recap 

 Explore the Bible March 29 (Focal passage: Romans 5:1-11) 
I recently ran across a blog post about “15 things you can start doing today to bring 
inner peace into your life.” As you can imagine, what followed was a list of list of 
tasks like: set limits, slow down, disconnect, escape, breathe (that’s kind of important!), do one thing at a time 
and unclutter your world. 

While none of these ideas are bad in and of themselves, there are a couple of issues with the idea that the 
items on this list will bring someone true inner peace. 

First, they all depend on the efforts of the person, and they offer a temporary fix at best. 

In Romans 5, Paul points us to the reality of a true peace, a peace that is found only through our justification as 
we accept the truth of the gospel message. 

This peace that Paul teaches about is one of rest and tranquility. It is an assurance of our salvation through 
Christ. It is a lack of fear for the worldly issues we face and a contentment in our present circumstances. 

Peace with God comes with hope, the ability to rejoice in our sufferings, the experience of God’s love and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit’s presence. 

Peace is available because we are justified through Jesus’s sacrificial death in our place. His death reconciled us 
with God when we accept the gospel. Reconciliation means we are no longer enemies with God. We are saved 
from His wrath and we have ultimate peace. 

His peace doesn’t rely on our efforts, and it is eternal. 

Bible Studies for Life April 5 (Focal Passages: Revelation 21:1-8; 22:1-5 ) 
Death doesn’t have the best reputation. It is also not the most pleasant topic to bring up in 
casual conversation. We might say that we are “scared to death” or “bored to death,” but 
other than that, we keep the casket talk to a minimum. And understandably so. But what if 
death is one of the most hopeful things we have in this life as Christians? 

The last book of the Bible reveals God’s plan to us regarding eternity. We see a new city come down from 
heaven. God and man dwell together and heaven and earth merge into one brand new Kingdom. 

The new heavens and the new earth will be a place where we will no longer experience sadness, or sickness or 
pain. 

There will be no threat or curse of sin any longer. 

All of those things will be over. We get to this perfect place by faith. Those of us who have trusted in Christ get 
to enjoy Him forever. This is called eternal life. 

Scripture is not unclear, however, about the fate of those who don’t put their faith in Christ. 

Immoral people (like the ones mentioned in chapter 21) will not get to live in the new city. 

Those who refuse Christ’s lordship are thrown into a lake of fire to face judgment. This is a second and eternal 
death. 

Our faith in Christ is what helps us endure to the end. Remaining faithful to Christ until He comes is also a    
requirement for eternal life. For the believer, death is not the end, life is! 

Sunday School Classes to Use Zoom 

A couple of Sunday School classes are planning on using technology to help them stay       
connected during this time. They will be using a computer app called Zoom to video chat with 
one another and allow a Sunday School lesson to be taught. Please contact your Sunday 
School teacher to see if your class is planning on using this program, or if it might work for 
you. If you are a Sunday School teacher who is interested, please contact Pastor Jason for 
more information. 
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Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 
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Easter Devotionals: Palm Sunday – Easter Sunday (April 5 – 12) 



 



 



 


