
“That’s why, when I heard of the solid trust you have in the Master Jesus and your 

outpouring of love to all the followers of Jesus, I couldn’t stop thanking God for 

you—every time I prayed, I’d think of you and give thanks. But I do more than 

thank. I ask—ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God of glory—to make 

you intelligent and discerning in knowing him personally, your eyes focused and 

clear, so that you can see exactly what it is he is calling you to do, grasp the 

immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers, oh, the utter 

extravagance of his work in us who trust him—endless energy, boundless strength!” 

Ephesians 1:15-19 

This prayer from Ephesians 1, as paraphrased in the Message, seems particularly 

appropriate to a time focusing on community.  One of the definitions of community 

is: “a feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of sharing common attitudes, 

interests, and goals.”  That SHOULD be the characteristic of a church, or a body of 

faith – a sense of togetherness based on a common belief AND a common calling, 

lived out in and through a kaleidoscope of people and personalities. 

I love Paul’s passion – what seems to be his very heart – “every time I prayed, I’d 

think of you and give thanks.”  That certainly resonates with me – as I consider 

relationships and faces and voices, I am overwhelmed with gratitude for this family 

formed through faith and love and commitment.  It’s not always easy, it’s not 

always without conflict or work – but it is rewarding and a gift from a loving Father. 

Maybe we can make that our goal over the next 40 days and even beyond - to 

begin our prayers for our fellowship with simple gratitude – for the body and the 

individuals therein - to think of each other with joy and thanksgiving.  And then go 

the next step as Paul does – to pray that God through Christ will give wisdom to 

know Him fully & personally – to “see exactly what it is He is calling (us) to do” – in 

this body, in our families, in our workplace – in every community we find ourselves.  

Consider the result – “the utter extravagance of His work in us – endless energy, 

boundless strength!” 

- Grace Walker 

 

 

 

 


