
A LIFE PREPARED 

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.  Matthew 25:13 

 

The verse above comes at the end of Jesus’ parable, The Wise and Foolish Virgins, where 5 

women, because they did not plan ahead and take an extra supply of oil for their lamps, 

were left out of a great wedding reception.  They did not commit any terrible act of 

immorality.  They were simply guilty of not thinking things through.  They were too 

shortsighted and failed to plan sufficiently.  

 

 I came across a quote the other day that has stuck with me: 

 

“I am a slow walker, but I never walk back.” 

 

That was said by Abraham Lincoln.  It is obvious to me that he is speaking about 

something much more significant than merely the pace of his walk.  Lincoln is referring to 

his approach to making his life’s decisions.  Lincoln was describing himself as deliberate, 

perhaps so much so that others sometimes grew impatient with him.  But being a “slow 

walker”, as Lincoln put it, had one great advantage: he seldom had to retrace his steps or  

correct his actions. 

 

The five foolish women in Jesus’ story did, in fact, have to “walk back”, back to the market 

to buy still more oil for their lamps.  In so doing they cut themselves out the wedding feast.  

If they had only taken the time earlier to realize what the five wiser women realized - that 

the arrival of the wedding party could be delayed and therefore they should carry an 

abundance of oil with them. 

 

I wonder if you agree with this statement from the English statesman, Edmund Burke: 

 

Better to be despised for too anxious apprehensions, than ruined by too confident security. 

 

We have all been given a wealth of wisdom from God and His representatives on earth.  

But far too many people underutilize their wisdom.  We could live such better lives, lives 

filled with good decisions that need not be regretted.  Walk slowly so you don’t have to 

walk back. 

 

Like the five foolish women, unwise people require the actual arrival of the crisis before it 

becomes a reality to them.  They are unmoved by any crisis that still lies somewhere in the 

future.  Wise people realize that crises that lie in their future are best prepared for then. 

 

Jesus tells us to “keep watch because you do not know the day or the hour.”  In other 

words, learn to live a life that is continually preparing itself for the demands that still lie on 

the horizons before they are right there in front of us clouding our ability to think clearly 

with their looming demands.  It is when we are free of anxiety that we do our best thinking.  

We are able to “walk slowly” and we don’t have to “walk back”. 

- Lonnie Green 


