
 

 
 
 
 

 
January 2020 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 

Hi everyone! It has been so long 
since I’ve sent out an actual 
newsletter – I believe my last one 
was the summer of 2018, just 
before I was shockingly diagnosed 
with Stage IV Ovarian cancer.  
 

It has been such a roller coaster 
since that time and also an 
amazing display of God’s goodness, 
power, guidance and so much 
more! 
 
I want to thank each one of you for 
your encouraging messages and 
prayers, gifts and donations! You 
have joined me in this journey of 
faith and have kept my feet moving 
forward one step at a time. Thank 
you Thank YOU thank you for all 
of the ways you have been  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
here for me and continue to be 
here for me! 
 

As many of you know, in 2019 the 
Lord made a way for me to be able  
to go back to Papua, Indonesia two 
times – in February and then again 
in July and August! Although I 
wasn’t able to do very much that  
contributed to the GIDI church 
directly, I was able to help with  
some financial reports and meet 
with many friends and colleagues. 
Our faith in God’s promises and 
His word were strengthened. It was 
also amazing to go to my church 
and not only experience their love 
and support, but to see how they 
have also joined me in this journey 
of faith in trusting God’s promise 
to heal me, even after being  
diagnosed with incurable cancer. 

REACHING OUT TO PAPUA 



 

WHAT’S NEXT? 

I have been praying and seeking 
the Lord for what He wants me to 
do next, and a week ago I finally 
felt the nudge to move forward 
with going to Papua, Indonesia at 
the end of this month for about 2 
months. My hope and plan is to 
help my mom with several 
translation projects. One is to help 
format the book of Genesis to be 
ready for printing in the Dalme 
language. Another project would be 
to meet with small groups of 
Indonesians to “check” the very 
simple version of Indonesian that 
my mom has been translating as 
well. The process of “checking” 
includes asking questions to check 
if the meaning of certain words or 
theological concepts is being 
communicated and understood 
correctly. I am also planning to 
help my dad with finance projects 
again as January is the due date 
for quarterly reporting.  
 

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

  

 This star represents the city of Sentani 
where my parents and I live 

 

 This circle represents the area where 
the Dalme language is spoken (not to 
scale) 

 

 

There is also a very strong 
possibility that this will be my last 
time to Papua as a missionary for a 
while. This decision has been 
heavy on my mind and it is not an 
easy one to make. It is getting 
more and more difficult for visas to 
be renewed because of paperwork 
issues and a government letter 
stating they will not renew visas to 
Papua until the safety issues 
resolve. Could you be praying for 
me for guidance on this decision? 

BEFORE I GO 

Before I can go back to Papua, I 
need to raise about $4,000. I’ve 
been working out the numbers and 
it looks like tickets will cost 
$2,000, living costs for 2 months 
will be around $800, health 
insurance payments will be about 
$700 and visa document costs 
coming due while I’m in Papua will 
be around $300. Would you be 
interested in partnering and giving 
to help with these costs? For your 
tax deductible donation, you can 
give to New Horizons Foundation 
under the project name Reaching 
Out To Papua at this link:  
https://newhorizonsfoundation.co
m/index.php?option=com_crowdfu
nding&view=details&id=1357-
reaching-out-to-papua&catid=8-
operating-projects&Itemid=105 

Could you also pray for the work 
that God has for me to do in Papua 
– that it would be according to His 
will? Please also pray for my health 
as I still have quite a bit of fluid in 
my belly. I am trusting the Lord 
with all of these things and so 
appreciate your prayers! I could 
not do any of this without God’s 
provision through your support 
and encouragement! Thank you so 
much!  

By His Grace, Julia Olson 


