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Vacation Bible School ~ Rocky Railroad ~ will be June 14-17 

Sunday, January 8 2023  
 

Following the morning worship service,  
Emily Hanson will be sharing with us her heart and passion for prayer. 

 
 

Come for a time of worship, fellowship and prayer. 
Lunch will be provided.   

 
 

This event is open to all women from 9th grade on up, 
childcare will be provided. 

 
JANUARY 2023 

From the Desk of Pastor Jason 
Greetings friends! 

The old has gone the new has come! I don’t know about you, but I am hopeful for what 2023 
will bring! How wonderful would it be if 2023 is the year that our King Jesus comes to make 
all things new and fully usher in His glorious kingdom! 

As we await His arrival (whenever that may be) we must remember that no matter what 
hardships we may experience in the coming year we have everything we need in Jesus. He is 
the light of the world! He is the King of Peace! He is our salvation and safety!  

I hope that in this next year you find that you are growing closer to Jesus. I hope that         
you can look back and see the work that He is doing in your life and can see how He is    
transforming you! I hope that in the next year we will see the Holy Spirit transform the lives 
of people through the relationships we have with our community and work of the Holy Spirt 
through our programs and activities.  

We will see the Holy Spirit do amazing things in our midst if we commit ourselves to       
faithfully following Jesus. We must remember not only to use words, but we must also 
demonstrate his love for our neighbors by the way we live. The Apostle James says that   
faith, without demonstration through acts of love is dead. It is not enough to say “I hope you 
have food, I hope you stay warm, I hope your relationships are healed”. We must be people 
who work towards reconciliation. We must be people who become the hands and feet of   
Jesus.  

May Jesus grant you the wisdom and knowledge to know who to reach out to and when. 
May we continue to establish His kingdom on earth as it is in heaven and love our neighbors 
as ourselves in the coming year! 

 

For His Glory. 

 

Pastor Jason 

Our mission: 

The mission of Karmel Covenant Church is to love 
God, serve others, and make Jesus followers. 
 
                           Matthew 22:36-40; 28:19-20 2:42-47 

 



Princeton—Milaca Christian Women 
Tuesday, January, 10, 2023 from 10:00 - 11:45 am 

“Are Angels for Real” 

Scott Gottschalk 

Special Feature 

“Red Umbrella Coffee Roaster”  

Mikki Schafer 

Special Music 

Kendra Hanson and her daughter 

Milaca Methodist Fellowship Hall 

310 3rd Avenue NW, Milaca 

Bunch $8.00 (inclusive) 

Reservations or Cancellations call Melissa Johnson @ 320-469-0722 

Free babysitting (you hire CWC will pay) 

Prayer Connection/Bible Study 

Evangelical Free Church, Milaca, MN 

Tuesday, January 3, 9:15 am 

Sponsored by Princeton-Milaca Women’s Connection 

 

2023 Annual Meeting 

January 22nd 

Annual business meeting  

Reports are due to the office by January 8th! 

 

Youth Group 
“Religion that God our Father accepts 

as pure and faultless is this: to look   
after orphans and widows in their   
distress and to keep oneself from     

being polluted by the world.” 

– James 1:27 

 

 
In other words, if we are serious about our relationship to Jesus, we must care for the people that 
God cares for. Of course, God loves every person, but he has always exercised particular concern 
for those who are voiceless and powerless. This is a constant refrain in the Old Testament (see, for 
example Exodus 22:21-24). When God was human, this was also important to him (for example, 
Luke 14:12-14). Faith in Jesus has always been about more than a mental exercise; it is a way of    
living life. We are to be like Jesus, including in his love and care for the poor, orphan, widow, and 
foreigner. 

That’s what we try do in our youth group. We learn about Jesus so that we think like a Christian. 
We also practice our faith so that we act like a Christian. To that end, the youth group had SERVE 
Night on December 7, a night dedicated to serving people in our community and across the 
world. For example, the guys joined with Hand-to-Hand (a non-profit connected to Oxlip Free 
Church) to pack over 7,000 meals for people in Ukraine who are suffering from the horrific effects 
of war and displacement. Our ladies spent the evening writing cards and making cookies to send 
to members of our congregation who are not able to join us on Sundays on  a regular basis for 
one reason or another. I am so proud 
of our students for the care and hard 
work they poured into this service    
opportunity. 

As we enter the New Year, I pray that 
we would be known as a church that 
defends the cause of the weak and 
powerless, just like the God that we 
worship! 

Blessings, 

Kohl Hanson 

 



  CUSTOM QR CODE 

  
 

 A Great Option for the 
Whole Family!! 

TEXT CODE  

 Text RIGHTNOW KECC to 41411 

Choose one of the options to get started 
with your free log-in.  Scan the QR code 
or use the text code.  If you have any  
questions please call Dwight or Shirley 
Tonn @ 763 389 1865 

A digital library in your own home! 

 

Lake Beauty Bible Camp 2023 

 

If you have any questions about things  offered at Lake Beauty    

         please get ahold of Tom or Kelly Filzen.   

 
 
 

 
 

MaCinzey Maas  
(US Army) 

Jenna Olson 
(Southeast Asia) 

Jim & Judi Olson 
(Indonesia) 
Seth Olson 

(Army National Guard) 

Arti, Jemima & Letisia 
(Congo Kids) 

January 
1 Rosalie Braend 

2 John Foster 

3 Lydia Baldassarre 

4 Sandy Connell 

5 Josh Miller 

6 Grant Kennedy 

7 Wanda Grabow 

8 Lee Olson 

9 Kinsley Senlycki 

10 Allison Heggem 

11 Dave Wilkinson 

12 Justin Standlee 

13 Kelli Miller 

14 David Thompson 

15 Brianna Stauffenecker 

16 Rachel Baldassarre 

17 Mike Stewart 

18 Theodore Perry 

19 Jill Bratvold 

20 Randy Sieckert 

21 Elizabeth Kulkey 

22 Lois Anderson 

23 Bo Connell 

24 Briggs Nelson 

25 Kristy Danielson 

26 Jared Koppendrayer 

27 Rose Baldassarre 

28 Bev Griswold 

29 Moriah Wood 

30 Max Thompson 

31 Amy Herberg 

Pray 
Daily 
For: 

Amazon smile is a part of amazon where you 
can choose an organization where a portion of 
your purchase will go to. Karmel is set up as one 
of those organizations that you can donate to.  
Here is a link that will take you right to amazon 
smile and will automatically choose Karmel. 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0139930 

You must be in amazon smile for the donations 
to go to Karmel.  Just going to amazon will not 
give donations to Karmel. Any questions, ask 
Dwight or Shirley Tonn. 

 

We are also taking donations of Box 
Tops for Education and Pop tabs for 

Ronald McDonald house. There is a 
four drawer collection area in the kitchen 
around the corner from the refrigerator. 

Food donations can be    
dropped  off  in the hallway        
by the Sunday School office. 

Women Ministries 
Barrel Ministry 

In observation of National Human 
Trafficking Awareness Month in January, we will 
be collecting items to support Renew Hope and 
their Survivor Advocate & Mentor (SAM) program.   
 
The SAM program is a one-on-one, structured, 
certified mentorship program that stays with   
the sex trafficked survivor long term through 
their recovery life transitions.  The goal of the    
relationship is to assist in areas such as emotional  
and spiritual support, healthy decision making, 
goal setting, life skills, advocacy and housing. 
 
Their needs at this time are: 

·  journals,  
· pocket Bibles (modern translations preferred)   
· small gift cards (gas, grocery, big box stores).   
 
Items can be placed in the barrel or given to   
Stacy Mosher.   

Each month we choose an organization,     
charity or group that we are asking our      
church family to donate to:   

January 
Renew Hope 
SAM program 

Birthdays 
 

  2 Casey Haverinen 
  3 Dave Standlee 
  4 Mike Bratvold 
  4 Rory Ellingson 
  5 Terry Friez 
  5 Keith Fluth 
  5 Grant Kennedy 
  6 Audrey Hovis 
  6 Aidan Thompson 
  9 Julia Olson 
10 Lois Solberg 
12 Charlie Cooper 
12 Courtney Murray 
14 Kay Greiman 
14  Nina Tonn 
15 Rosalie Braend 
15 MaCinzey Maas 
16 Steve Anderson 
16 Russ Sutton 
17 Nancy Godeen 
18 John Foster 
18 Elsa Sommers 
20 LaVonne Anderson 
23 Katie Anderson 
23 Bob Maas 
23 Jared Olson 
24 Colin Perry 
26 Arlen Anderson 
29 Dean Anderson 
29 Moriah Wood  
30 Kristen Alderink 
30 Tony Eberle 
 

 

Anniversaries 
 

12   Dennis & Sandra Sunde 
16   Bob & Loie Mashuga 
27  Jack & Elaine Nelson 

Snow Shoveling 
 

Dec 26 - Jan 1   Mike Spicer 

January 2-8   Chris Stewart 

January 9-15   Mike Stewart 

January 16-22   Ryan Thompson 

January 23 - 29   Dwight Tonn 

Jan 30- Feb 5   Josh Tonn 



     

~ Karmel Covenant Church History ~ 
 

Alex Bjorklund’s service with the Wynette mission church 
 
At the time that I began translating the minutes of the Wyanette Mission church’s congregational 
meetings I knew little of Alex Bjorklund other than he was the person from whom my father,    
Robert Larson, purchased his first farm. 

During the translation I found that Alex Bjorklund was from the 
very first a highly involved member of the church. The first time 
he is mentioned is in the January 1898 minutes. He and Anna 
(his wife) are admitted as members and Alex is elected as vice 
chair of the congregation, deacon and S.S. teacher. By the next        
January he is elected S.S. Superintendent. From then on he is   
often mentioned. In 1899 he becomes church custodian (he  
lives next to the church in our current parsonage) and is paid 
the huge amount of $12 per year. He is recorded as being   
asked to perform various acts for the church e.g. to provide 
transportation for visiting pastors and see that they are given 
housing. In 1901 he is asked to be S.S. Superintendent and lead 
the singing. In 1902 he is asked to be the organist, arrange for 
Easter meetings and supervise the building of the parsonage. In 
1904 he is asked to be the Undertaker for the Cemetery. I am not certain what the tasks of the    
undertaker were, but I assume since the laying out of the deceased was done by the females of 
the family, his responsibilities would be to see that the graves were dug and church services were 
held with decorum. That year, it is recorded that “he and the pastor will put together a list of those 
who are to tend the fire each Sunday.” Later he was also elected as a Lay Leader for the church  
services and to be on the pastoral search committee. In the eighty years of the Wyanette church 
pastors would often leave after one year and Alex’s service was needed. 

Throughout the minutes of the Wyanette church, Alex Bjorklund is often mentioned and he is       
obviously a well appreciated leader in the congregation. He was a church leader (Deacon and vice 
chairmen), a S.S. teacher, S.S. Superintendent, organist, and song leader. His children were also       
involved in the church, in 1906 son Art is asked to serve on the 4th of July picnic committee and in 
1908 son Richard is asked to serve on the 4th of July picnic committee. That same year the 
minutes show Alex given special recognition for his service as S.S. Superintendent and song leader. 
He is given a standing ovation. 

Written by Reuben A. Larson (grandson of John Larson early member of Wyanette church). 

 

Alex wasn’t waiting for something to do, he had a family, a wife and 4 sons, chores on the farm and 
1/2 owner of the Karmel Store which was located North across the road from the Karmel School. 
We have many today who have busy lives but still answer the call to help out in whatever way at 
Karmel. We appreciate you and thank you for serving the Lord.   

 

~ Parish Nurse ~ 
The news tells about covid, influenza and RSV causing lots of illness with winter now here. We need to keep our 
bodies as healthy as possible to help resist infection. Mayo Clinic website says maintaining a healthy body starts 
by taking steps to give your immune system a boost. That can be done by eating well, getting enough sleep and 
incorporating a healthy life style.  (I would add that keeping up to date on vaccinations is also important.) 

For one's diet, Mayo recommends keeping carbs down and having healthy fats like extra virgin olive oil, avoca-
dos, salmon, nuts and seeds in your diet. 

For sleeping, stick to a sleep schedule, relax before going to bed and see a doctor if you have continual sleep 
problems. 

A healthy life style includes staying physically active as much as you are able. Mayo suggests doing gentle 
stretching during the day whether you are at work or at home. Know the warning signs of unhealthy situations 
to look for such as unexplained weight loss, changes in bowel habits, shortness of breath, or sudden headaches. 
Get regular physical exams and adult screening tests that you should be getting at certain ages. 

With all the current infections of influenza, covid, colds and RSV, I want to remind us all of the need for good 
handwashing, for ourselves and all our family that will help keep us as healthy as possible. Teach youngsters the 
importance of good handwashing when they are young.  Washing hands review: use running water to wet 
hands, apply soap, lather well, rub hands together, palm to palm, vigorously for at least 20 seconds, rub back of 
hands, wrists, between fingers and under fingernails. Then rinse. You can sing the tune of “Jesus loves me” 
which will be about 20-30 seconds. It is also important to dry your hands well after washing. Also a reminder that 
if you have a cold/cough, cover the cough using a tissue or your sleeve if no tissue is handy. If you feel ill, stay 
home. 

Happy New Year to everyone!  Let's all work to keep our bodies healthy in body, mind and spirit so we are ready 
to serve our Lord Jesus to the best of our ability this year. 

WOMEN'S MINISTRY 
SPRING RENEWAL 

2023
EMPOWERED AND 

EQUIPPED

Save the date for the 
Spring Renewal on    
March 24th & 25th, 2023 
at Riverwood Covenant 
Church in Rockford, MN.

Come for worship, 
breakout sessions, 
fellowship and more.

Kara Stromberg the new 
Northwest Conference 
Superintendent wil l be 
speaking on our theme 
of Empowered and 
Equipped.

Registration wil l be open 
in January


