
October 13, 2019

Small Group Discussion 
That you may Believe: The Gospel of John

Part 5
Prayer:  
For needs in your group

Background:
The disciples were in a panic. They rowed the boat for three or 
four miles until they saw something in the distance. They couldn’t 
make out what it was at first. It looked like a person, but this 
person was walking on the water! They thought, that’s impossible. 
As this person drew closer to the boat, they recognized him. It was 
Jesus. Instead of being overjoyed, they were frightened. What 
kind of man can walk on water? Jesus calmed them and said, it is 
I; don’t be afraid. The disciples took Him into the boat, the storm 
ceased and they reached the shore, safe and sound.

Imagine seeing Jesus walk on water. Does the disciples’ reaction 
(fear) seem reasonable? Why or why not?

How can Jesus be calm in the midst of this violent storm? 
Consider that, in another story, He was asleep in the hull of a boat 
during a storm (see Matthew 8:23-27).

Discussion: 
How can God use the situations of today to build your faith for 
tomorrow? 

How can you do better at recognizing Jesus presence in the midst 
of your storms? 

Could God use the storms of today to define your calling and 
ministry tomorrow? 

What is God trying to teach me in the midst of the storm?

Do not be Afraid: 
God sees storms as an opportunity to strengthen—not weaken—our 
faith in Him. 

What’s one practical thing you can do to respond to your fears in a 
healthy way this week?

Dig Deeper:
It seems that, when Jesus approached the disciples’ boat, He was 
simply telling them, It’s me. The original Greek of Jesus’ words could 
be translated I am, which might refer to God’s self-identification as 
“I AM WHO I AM” to Moses in Exodus 3:14. There are seven I am 
statements in John’s Gospel. 

Take a moment to read these passages and discuss how these “I 
am’ statements can apply to your life now: 

1. The Bread of Life (6:35, 48-51)
2. The Light of the World (8:12, 9:5)
3. The Gate (John 10:7,9)
4. The Good Shepherd (10:11,14)
5. The Resurrection and the Life (11:25) 
6. The Way, the Truth and the Life (14:6) 
7. The True Vine (15:1,5)

Prayer:
Pray for our upcoming Block Party and Post Game Party that we 
may make much of Jesus. 


