
November 10, 2019

Small Group Discussion 
That you may Believe: The Gospel of John - Part 9

PRAY:
For the needs of those in your group.

REVIEW JOHN 20
It has been said, he who has been forgiven much, loves 
much. 

John 20:1 says that Mary went to the tomb early. What do 
we know about Mary Magdalene? (Read Luke 8:1–2) 

a. Why did she go to the tomb while it was still dark, and 
maybe even dangerous? 

What did she expect to find? 

b. What did she encounter when she arrived at the tomb? 
What was her reaction? 

c. In John 20:2, what did Mary assume and tell Peter? 

d. Put yourself in the place of Mary—what is your emotional 
state so far? 

When Peter hears the report from Mary, what does he 
do, and who follows? Who arrived at the tomb first? Who 
entered the tomb first? Read John 20:3–9. 

Typically, corpses were wrapped with one piece of cloth and 
the head was wrapped separately, with a cloth twirled about 
it like a turban. 

a. What did John see when he went inside that made him 
believe? 

b. At this point, do you think the disciples understood what 
had happened? 

c. Later in this chapter (John 20:19–23) Jesus is able to 
enter a locked room. Why was the stone rolled away? 

Peter and John left the tomb, leaving Mary, who was crying. 
When she looked into the tomb, who did she see? 
What question did Mary ask? Read verses 10–18 

a. What is she convinced has happened to Jesus’ body? 

b. When Mary hears Jesus’ voice, who does she think is 
talking to her? Why doesn’t she recognize him at first? 

What evidence do we have today that the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ is real? 

a. What did Jesus mean when he said in verse 29,... "blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed"? 

b. Have you ever believed something without seeing it for 
yourself? In that situation, what convinced you to believe?

CHALLENGE: This week, ask God to fill you with his Holy 
Spirit, so that you can see opportunities he has for you 
to share the truth of the resurrection, and to give you the 
boldness to speak about it, no matter what the cost. Don’t let 
the distractions of the world rob you of the joy that comes from 
sharing the Gospel.

PRAY:
That God would give you greater faith to believe in Jesus and 
His resurrection.

Pray for greater boldness to share your faith with others. 


