
May 19, 2019

Small Group Discussion
Family Matters

Part Four - Communication
PRAY:

Pray for the needs represented in your group.
Pray for our Men’s Gathering, this Fri., May 24th and Sat. 25th.

TALK IT OVER:

What stuck out to you about the teaching and what will you do 
differently since you heard the teaching?
We’ve all heard it said, “Never talk about politics, sex, money, and 
religion at the dinner table.” What area do you think brings up the 
most conflict in your family or with your friends?

READ:

Proverbs 10:19; 13:3; 17:27; 18:10 & 29:20

These scriptures were part of our teaching. What is Solomon 
wanting to make sure we grab hold of and carry into our lives? 
Help summarize these admonitions. 

James 1:19-21

What observations can you make from this passage that should 
change the way we communicate?  Which ones are the most 
difficult for people to master?

Imagine you were trying to summarize these verses for a friend. 
What would you say in one or two sentences to explain what 

James was communicating?

TALK IT OVER:

In the middle of conflict, we all have a natural response. Which ones 
best describe how you react?

 When someone accuses me, I’m quick to: 
 Review the facts and prepare a retort. 
 Write the person off and ignore their claims. 
 Ask clarifying questions. 

 When someone tells me how I’ve hurt them, I’m quick to: 
 Claim my own hurt. 
 Defend my actions. 
 Affirm their feelings and apologize. 

When I know I’m right, I’m quick to: 
 State my case with evidence. 
 Shut down and withdraw emotionally. 
 Be curious and patient while they explain their point of view. 

God doesn’t want us to be right at one another, but right with one 
another. Think about people you need to be right with currently? If 
you chose, describe the tensions in that relationship (do so without 
stating their name or relationship to you).

PRAY:
For those far away from God (first name only). 


