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Faith Works  
The Book of James Part Nine

Faith Works to End Conflict  

John 16:33
"I’ve told you all this so that trusting me, you will be unshakable 
and assured, deeply at peace. In this godless world you will 
continue to experience difficulties. But take heart! I’ve conquered 
the world." (The Message)

James 4:1 & 2

Your conflict isn't just caused by something out there; it's caused 
by something going on inside of you.

Every conflict boils down to this one truth: You are not getting what 
you want. 

“Do you know what the problem is? 
I’m just not getting what I want.”

1/ The reason you have conflict is unmet desires. 
 
James 4:2
"You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and 
fight." (NIV)

People fight because they crave influence, power and the desire 
to be right. 

2/ The reason you do not have what you need is because you do 
not ask God.

James 4:2 & 3

Life Lesson: There are some things in life that only God can do, 
God can fill, God can heal and God can support. 

 
James 4:3

…you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get 
on your pleasures. (NIV)

When it comes to the problems in your life you need to check on 
your motives. 

James 4:4
"You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the 
world means enmity against God?" (NIV)

Our temptation is to always have something else as what 
matters most. 

3/ The answer for conflicts is to be humble and receive grace. 

James 4:6
"But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: God 
opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble." (NIV)

Grace doesn't lower the bar; it simply clarifies who's holding it. 

The posture to receive grace is humility.

4/ The healing for your heart happens as you surrender to God 
and come near to Him. 

James 4:7 & 8
"So give yourselves completely to God. Stand against the devil, 
and the devil will run from you. Come near to God, and God will 
come near to you." (NCV)

During conflict, we don't react in anger, we respond by the spirit 
through the power of humble grace. 


