
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
COVID Protocols (5/20/21) 
Effective 6/6/21 
 
 
On Thursday May 13, the CDC issued guidelines that provide fully vaccinated persons may now remove masks and forego 
social distancing in most indoor settings, and Metro Nashville immediately followed suit lifting all mask and capacity 
restrictions effective May 14. My understanding is that the policy changes are based on decreased case and hospitalization 
rates, as well as scientific studies that highlight the effectiveness of vaccines at preventing infection. Even in rare cases of 
“breakthrough” infection, the vaccines have proven remarkably effective at keeping the viral load low and, therefore, 
assuring minimal risk of transmission to others. Our Bishop has now written the clergy and senior wardens throughout the 
diocese two letters, one on May 6 lifting capacity and distancing restrictions, and another on May 14 lifting diocesan 
recommendation for general mask wearing in our churches, both effective Sunday May 16. Based upon these actions and 
after consultation with our team of medical advisors, the following amended protocols will go into effect on Tuesday June 1. 
 
St. Bartholomew’s will continue to have two services throughout the summer months. However, both will now be indoors — 
one at 9:30 a.m. with most of our existing Covid protocols remaining in place, and one at 11:00 a.m. with fewer restrictions. 
Effective Sunday June 6, room capacity limits are lifted and signups/preregistration will not be required for any services at 
St. B’s.  
 
Protocol for 9:30 a.m.: 

● Masks and social distancing will still be maintained at this service as we move into summer. However, singing 
while masked will be allowed.  

● Those who lead worship from the chancel may remove their masks to read, preach, and pray. Musicians in the loft 
will wear masks to sing at this service. 

● A children’s homily will return to this service beginning June 6. 

 
Protocol for 11:00 a.m.: 

● Fully vaccinated persons are no longer required to wear masks or maintain social distancing at this service. It is 
strongly recommended unvaccinated persons and those who are immunocompromised speak with your physician 
before opting to worship without a mask. Continuing to wear a mask if you are unvaccinated is also how we care 
for the children of our parish and those who cannot yet be vaccinated, as well as others who are at increased risk. 

● At this time, masks are required for singing at any service. Please continue to bring a mask to this service so you 
can put it on to sing. 

 
Protocol for daily services: 

● We have been praying Morning Prayer online for months now, but we will resume public offerings of the Daily 
Office from the nave this summer once our team of volunteers is in place.  

● We are suspending Compline online, as this was always done during a particular liturgical season at St. 
Bartholomew’s. Expect it to return in Advent.  

● Spoken eucharists continue every weekday at 12:15 p.m. Fully vaccinated persons are no longer required to wear 
masks or socially distance at those services. I do encourage people who are unable to come on Sunday to 
consider these services because the attendance is much lower and it is easy to maintain social distance from other 
worshipers.  

 
Other provisions: 

● There has been an unfortunate amount of confusion around what the new CDC guidelines actually mean. The 
CDC has not issued a blanket statement that masks are no longer needed. Indeed, even fully vaccinated persons 
should continue to mask while traveling in buses, trains and airplanes, according to the CDC. In Business Insider, 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infections Diseases, attempted to clarify the 



CDC’s statement, stating “[The CDC] said: ‘If you are vaccinated, you can feel safe that you will not get infected 
either outdoors or indoors. It did not explicitly say that unvaccinated people should abandon their masks.” 

● CDC guidelines define “fully vaccinated” as:  
● 2 weeks after the second dose in a 2-dose series (Pfizer, Moderna) 
● 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine (Johnson and Johnson’s Janssen) 
● If you do not meet these requirements, regardless of age, you are not fully vaccinated and should 

continue taking all precautions until you are fully vaccinated 
● If you are symptomatic, please join our livestream and worship from home. 
● Communion will still be administered in both kinds by intinction. We will reassess reintroducing the common 

chalice in the coming months. 
● You are, of course, welcome to wear a mask at any service if you choose, whether you are vaccinated or not. The 

CDC’s recommendations are options, not obligations. We will simply not be requiring masks at this point at the 
11:00 service. 

● Children age 2 and under are not required to wear a mask (in accordance with our existing protocols). 
● Children 3-15 are still expected to wear masks until they are fully vaccinated. Separate protocols for children and 

youth events at St. B’s will be forthcoming from the directors of those ministries.  
● We are working to reopen the nursery as soon as possible. If you have questions about the specific protocols for 

childcare, or if you are willing to volunteer to provide childcare, please speak with our Nursery Director, Gaylene 
Latham (nursery@stbs.net). 

● Coffee service will return on Sunday mornings when volunteers are in place. Food service remains suspended at 
this time. 

● We are not yet restarting the practice of passing an offering plate and having ushers bring up the gifts for 
communion. 

● We are currently evaluating whether to require masks in parish offices and workspaces. We continue to strongly 
recommend you wear a mask if you are not fully vaccinated or at enhanced risk of contracting the coronavirus.  

● In-person prayer desks will not resume at this time. However, a member of our prayer team, our pastoral care 
team, or a clergy person will be more than happy to pray with you at any time — simply reach out to Phyllis 
Xanthopoulos (pbxanthopoulos615@gmail.com), Butch Burtch (pastoralcare@stbs.net), or to me to let us know.  

 
 
What these protocols do: 

1. We anticipate continuing to be a hybrid or “blended” congregation of vaccinated, partially vaccinated, and 
unvaccinated worshipers for some time at St. Bartholomew’s. These protocols are designed to maximize the 
options available for worshipers, allowing people to come back in a way that is most comfortable for them. Last 
week, Robert Wright, Bishop of the Diocese of Atlanta, said the church must decide how best to “honor both the 
freedom of some and the welcome of all, equally. In our enthusiasm, my hope is that we will not inadvertently 
shame people or develop two tiers of membership in Christ’s church.” That is my settled intention, as well, and I 
assure you these decisions were not made lightly or without much prayer, deliberation, and consultation with other 
diocesan clergy.  

2. Children are a vital part of our family here, and this plan allows parents of 3- to 11-year-olds to make their own 
decisions about having their kids in worship. Parents who are uncomfortable having their children in the nave with 
people who aren’t wearing masks may come to the earlier service. 

3. We will continue to livestream worship at St. B’s for the foreseeable future. 
4. These protocols are, of course, subject to change according to directives from the diocese or medical authorities. I 

also anticipate they will need to be tweaked as we live into them. Please be sure you are signed up to receive all 
parish communications so you get updates in a timely fashion. 

 


