
September 26, 2019
                  Feast of Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester, 1626

 

Dear St. B’s family —
 

Writing you this letter, I’m overwhelmed with gratitude for some amazing things that 
happened in our parish this past year — a great inaugural season of gratitude and 
generosity last fall, beginning to worship together as one big family, more time for 
Christian formation, reshaping our campus to better care for our staff and deploy beauty 
into the world. We invited friends to make music with us and to share wisdom from 
books they’ve written. We gave sacrificially to match a generous donation to nourish 
new growth in our parish. We funded mission efforts on three continents, and we 
celebrated four Magdalene House graduates who walked down our aisle and into a new 
future. And all the while, an army of volunteers continues to give their time and talent to 
make this parish go. We are becoming more fully a community that thinks with the mind 
of Jesus, loves with the heart of Jesus, and serves with the hands of Jesus.
 

God continues to pour gifts like these on St. B’s. In fact, giving is what God does for a 
living. Arguably the most famous verse in the Bible says, “For God so loved the world 
that he gave” (John 3.16). And it’s in light of all God’s gifts that I invite you into a new 
season of gratitude and generosity at St. Bartholomew’s. In the coming weeks, we have 
an opportunity to take three steps in support of our mission and work in the world.
 

Step One: Take an accounting. Generosity is grounded in gratitude — “God gives; We 
respond.” So the first question to ask is: 
 

 What are the gifts in my life for which I’m grateful to God?
 

Step Two: Ask God a potentially life-changing question — 
 

 Ok, God — now what? 
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And Step Three: Act in faith. Pledge to support our church financially this year. 
 

Our goal for 2020 is 100% participation in the pledge campaign. Your pledge is the 
amount you intend to give to the parish general fund, as opposed to gifts to designated 
funds like the music ministry, the Nehemiah Fund, or particular mission projects. Notice 
our emphasis is on the pledge itself, and not the dollar amount. Full participation is our 
ambitious goal because we want to be “all in” for our mission and life together. 
 

So today I invite you to join the staff, vestry, stewardship team, and my own family in 
this act of gratitude. Please take time to prayerfully reflect on the gifts you’ve received, 
and consider how God calls you to act in faith in response. I’m happy to report your 
entire vestry, the staff, and the stewardship team committed to pledging this year, and I 
am personally committed to returning 10% of my salary to our church. 
 

Enclosed is a card to record how you pledge to support our parish in the coming year — 
by treasure, time, and talent — along with a record of your giving to date in 2019. Our 
Season of Gratitude runs until November 24, the Feast of Christ the King, when 
we will pray together to ask God’s blessing on our pledges. But please return your card 
by mail or place it in the offering plate on a Sunday as soon as you can because we 
base our budget on pledged income and budgeting for 2020 is already underway. 
 

Finally, thank you. Thanks for reading, and thank you for being part of this parish family. 
I’d love to talk with you about giving if you have any questions. And may God continue 
to bless you, richly.
 

Your rector,
 

 

Fr. Sammy
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