
Re-opening Protocols for St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
May 20, 2020 
 
 
Prior to the first public service, the following measures will be taken to prepare the 
facility: 

● Deep cleaning of the entire portion of the church facility planned to be in use. 
 

● Areas not open for public use will be marked 
 

● Signs will be posted directing you to a single door for entry and a single door to 
exit so as to minimize personal interaction. 
 

● Signs will be posted reminder parishioners of social distancing measures. 
 

● All hymnals and prayer books will be removed from the pews, and bulletins for 
Sunday worship will be limited to a single-use and then recycled. 
 

● A sign-up will be created for all worship services.  

The following guidelines must remain in place throughout the remainder of Phase One 
under the Mayor’s Roadmap: 

● Gatherings are limited to 10 persons.  
 

● Live-streaming worship online will continue on Sundays in parallel with in-person 
worship.  
 

● All hard surfaces will be cleaned prior to and between each worship service. 
 

● At this time, we must insist that masks must be worn while entering/exiting the 
building, as well as during worship. 
 

● As your pastor, it is my duty to strongly encourage persons 65 or over to continue 
to worship at home for the time being, as well as children 2 years old or younger 
(who cannot safely don masks) and anyone who is considered “at-risk” for any 
reason. Parents should consider whether your child can wear a mask for an hour 
and maintain social distance before signing up to bring them to worship with you.  
 



● Please do not attend worship if you or anyone in your household is or has been 
symptomatic within the last 24 hours. You should take your temperature before 
coming to worship, and if your temperature is 100.4 or above please stay safe at 
home, monitor your symptoms, and seek appropriate care. 
 

● Social distancing precautions must be in place for all persons attending in-person 
worship, including: 
 

● To keep 6 feet between worshipers, we will maintain a ratio of 1 individual 
(or 1 family group) per every 200 square feet in the worship space.  
 

● Please bring your own mask. 
● A limited number of cloth, re-washable masks will be available for those 

who forget to bring one from home. These will be collected after worship 
so they can be laundered for reuse. 
 

● We are also exploring how we might take advantage of the blessing our property 
allows us to worship outdoors as much as possible to further limit the risk of 
transmission. 
 

● Coffee and foodservice remain suspended. 
 

● Leaders of our formation ministries (for children, youth, and adults) will continue 
to creatively do their work virtually whenever possible. These activities will 
continue online for the time being until we can gradually return to them safely.  

With those guidelines in place, worship will occur as follows: 

● All those participating in leading worship will take their temperatures the evening 
before and immediately prior to public services. 
 

● On Sundays, there are two opportunities for worship: A spoken, in-person, 
Eucharist at 8:00 a.m. in the gym, beginning no earlier than June 7, and a 
live-streamed Eucharist at 9.30 a.m. from the Nave. Monday through Friday, 
spoken, in-person, Eucharist will be held in the nave at 12:15 p.m. 
 

● At this point, we can allow only nine people (in addition to the celebrant) at our 
in-person Eucharists. To attend worship, sign up here.  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4ba5af2ba0f49-midday


● For midday services, you’re invited to B.Y.O.B.C.P. -- bring your own Book of 
Common Prayer from home. The BCP is available online at www.bcponline.org, 
or you can download a pdf here. Tablet and phone apps of the BCP are 
available, too. But you can also order an inexpensive physical copy online even 
before the Gallery reopens.  If you are unable to buy a BCP for financial reasons, 
Fr. Sammy would be glad to help.  
 

● We will not pass plates to collect your offering, but there will be a single plate in 
the aisle near the back to the nave. 
 

● Please do not shake hands, hug, or kiss at the exchange of the Peace. 
 

● Holy Communion protocols:  
 

● Preparation: The Celebrant and others serving at the altar will mask and 
wash hands prior to the preparation of the elements. 
 

● Consecration: The Celebrant, still wearing a mask, will sanitize his/her 
hands prior to the prayer of consecration. The Celebrant will pray the 
prayer of consecration over the gifts, physically touching only the host s/he 
will consume and the outside of the vessel containing the hosts to be 
administered to the people.  
 

● Distribution and administration:  
■ After consecration, the celebrant will don gloves and place each 

host in a small paper cup for administration. The Celebrant will 
distribute the hosts by placing the cups at appropriate intervals on a 
nearby table.  
 

■ The Celebrant will instruct communicants on when to come 
forward.  
 

■ When we return to services with ushers, ushers wearing masks will 
dismiss individuals and household groups to approach the altar.  
 

■ Please do not kneel so as to avoid touching the altar rail. 
 

■ After pronouncing the words of administration, the Celebrant will 
move away from the altar rail, at which time the 

http://www.bcponline.org/
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/v7u/2155b259ee1cf98482252d6c35c3b518/book-of-common-prayer-2006.pdf


individual/household will step to the rail to take a cup and make 
their communion from the cup, always maintaining 6 feet of 
distance from the Celebrant and other communicants. 
 

■ Because our Prayer Book rubrics provide that opportunity is 
“always to be given to every communicant to receive the 
consecrated Bread and Wine separately,” (BCP, 407), the Bishop 
encourages clergy to acknowledge the availability of the chalice 
although none save the Celebrant is required to receive in both 
kinds; remember the principle of concomitance holds that reception 
in one kind (just the bread) is sufficient.  
 

■ There will be a receptacle nearby for the communicant to dispose 
of the cup after their communion, then the individual/household 
group will return to their seats. 
 

● Clean-up: All the vessels will be thoroughly cleaned before set-up for the 
next service. Communicants are asked to please use the supplies in the 
aisle to clean any surface you have touched during worship in your pew 
and place the used towel in the basket to be laundered. 
 

● About congregational singing: At this point, we do plan to incorporate music as 
much as possible in our worship, as this is a dearly held value of our 
congregation. However, we are aware that a growing body of research suggests 
singing is a “super spreader” activity posing an increased risk of transmission of 
virus particles.  

One last thing -- What can you do to help us? 
 

● There is evidence that masks, even homemade ones, can reduce the release of 
respiratory aerosols, in addition to limiting our propensity to touch our faces. If 
you don’t have a face mask already, please procure one for yourself and those in 
your household to wear to mass.  
 

● We are collecting cloth masks to have available for worshipers, so if you are 
sewing masks at home, consider donating a few to St. B’s. 
 

● We continue to try and improve the quality of our live stream, and that requires 
us to invest $4000 to upgrade our technology. I’m asking for donations to a 



special “Audio/Visual Designated Fund” to raise these funds, so please 
contribute if you are able. 
 

● Sign up for one of our Eucharists held every weekday at 12:15 p.m. beginning 
Monday, May 25, and Sundays at 8 a.m. beginning June 7 here. If you prefer, 
you may contact Gaylene Latham at nursery@stbs.net directly to sign-up. To 
create the opportunity for as many of us to attend as possible, please limit 
yourself to one service every two weeks while we are in phase one of reopening. 
 

● If you are in an at-risk group and would like the Eucharist to be brought to you at 
home, please email me (swood@stbs.net) or Butch Burtch 
(butchburtch@comcast.net).  
 

● Lastly, if you develop symptoms or test positive within fourteen (14) days of being 
in public worship, please let us know so we can assist with compassionate 
contact tracing if necessary. Anonymity will be maintained.  
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