
	 	 	

27 September 2021
Feast of Vincent De Paul, Priest and Servant of the Poor (d. 1660)

Dear St. B’s family —

“Love desires to make a vow.”

I heard that line this week in one of the podcasts I often listen to driving from meeting to meeting in 
Nashville. And when I heard it, I thought about you — my parish family — because I’m writing to ask you 
to do something akin to making a vow over the next several weeks. Allow me to me explain.

These past 18 months have been unlike any we’ve known, to say the least — we’ve all experienced the 
trauma of a pandemic, division, turmoil, social isolation. And as each of us was changed by those events, 
our parish church has changed, as well. We’ve worked hard to maintain the bonds of affection within our 
St. B’s community, even as we welcome new faces every time we gather. We’re weathering the storm and 
deepening our commitments to Jesus at the same time. We’ve had a full year to live into our vision of the 
Barque of St. Bartholomew, as well — to be a community of people being intentionally formed to worship 
God, serve the least, and let the good news of the Gospel work deep down into our own hearts, then 
share it with the world. New staff, new ministries, new priorities, new focus, new energy — God is alive 
and moving at St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church on Belmont Park Terrace!

I say that because I’m asking whether you see what I see, and if you do, if you’ll join me in investing in 
what God will do in and among and through us in 2022. Personally, I feel God inviting my own family to 
invest deeply in what is happening at St. B’s. Having experienced the love of God in this place the past 
year and a half, we feel compelled to love in return. And love commits — love shows up, looks long, links 
arms, breathes deep, and digs in. “Love desires to make a vow.”

Our annual Season of Gratitude and Generosity begins Sunday October 3. And every year about this time 
I write to ask you to enter this season prayerfully and with intention. Enclosed is a card to memorialize 
your commitment — to record how you promise to support our parish with treasure, time, and talent. Take 
that card and put it where you can see it. Pray over it. More than once. And then do three things: 

(1) Take an accounting of the gifts for which you’re grateful to God. 
(2) Ask God how you can make a sincere gift of yourself in return. And, then,
(3) Act in faith. Make a promise to support our church this year. 

This is such an exciting time for our parish. We have an opportunity to remember God’s faithfulness to us 
in the past with gratitude, to live into the present with abandon, and to look forward to the future with 
hope. The Barque, our vision for life together as a parish, is fitted out and crewed up; now we put to sea. 
That’s where the theme for this Season of Gratitude and Generosity comes from — a sermon I preached 
last summer where I quoted a letter Pope John Paul II wrote in 2000 as we entered a new millennium. 
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Facing the challenge of a post-Christian age, a secularizing world, and a beat-up church, he reached 
back to Jesus’ own words to Simon Peter and his companions in Luke 5: 

“Put out into the deep!” 

The challenge is to “leave the shallow, brackish waters of institutional maintenance” to embark on the 
adventure that awaits us with God. So today I ask you to join the staff, vestry, stewardship team, and my 
own family in this act of gratitude. Please take time to pray and reflect on the gifts you’ve received, and 
consider how God calls you to act in faith in response.

Our Season of Gratitude runs until Sunday October 31, when we will pray together to ask God’s 
blessing on our written promises. There are several says you can make your promise — return the 
enclosed card in the mail, drop it in the offering plate on a Sunday, or use the online form at www.stbs.net/
give. 

Thank you for reading. Thank you for affording me the privilege of being your rector. And thank you for 
supporting St. B’s. May God bless you richly in the coming year!

Your rector,

Fr. Sammy Wood
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