
 

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Christian 
formation program based on the belief that the child and 
God are already in relationship; that through tangible 
materials, scripture and liturgy, the child grows and deepens 
their love and relationship with God. A dedicated, prepared 
environment, called the atrium, is the sacred space where 
the presentations are offered. All materials are child-sized 
and designed to assist the child’s spiritual development. 


Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is offered Sundays at St. 
B’s from 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. downstairs in the Parish Hall for 
ages potty-trained, three year olds through third graders. 
Children are reunited with their parents to participate in Holy 
Eucharist. Class check-in begins at 8:15 a.m., starts 
promptly at 8:30, and doors closed at 8:45. Currently we 
have two atriums: Level 1, The Good Shepherd for 3 yrs - K, 
and Level 2, The True Vine for grades 1 - 3. 

If God is presented to the child through tangible and meaningful 
activities, it will do more for the child than just arouse interest; it will 

create in the child a sense of joy, admiration, and wonder. 
-Maria Montessori
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H E L P  M E  C O M E  C L O S E R

In 1954, Rome, Italy, Hebrew scholar, Sofia Cavalletti, and 
Montessori educator, Gianna Gobbi, sought to deepen their 
knowledge of the religious potential of the child. Through 
their 50 years of study and research, Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd was created.


The program was adopted in the United States in 1983. 
Today Catechesis of the Good Shepherd spans fifteen 
countries and multiple denominations. 


Catechesis has been part of children’s formation at St. 
B’s since 2006 with catechists trained in the CGS 

method. Their role is to assist and nurture the child’s 
innate desire to draw closer to God. They present 
lessons to help the child connect with the materials for 
further self-meditation. Both child and catechist seek 
to be directed by the Holy Spirit as they listen, pray, 
and work with the presentation materials.


Sacred Communion is a CGS communion class for children, 
grades 3 and above. This six-week series, comprised of 
evening meditations and a Saturday retreat for both parent 
and child is offered every other year. The next offering is 
tentatively scheduled for the Spring of 2019.


GOOD SHEPHERD ATRIUM
For 3 yrs. old - Kindergarten 


In the Level I atrium, the focus is on the unconditional 
love of the Good Shepherd. The children meditate on the 
intimate aspects of the Good Shepherd parables: “the 
shepherd knows his sheep and calls them by name.”  


To understand Jesus as a real person in space and time, 
lessons on the life of Jesus are given to include the 
geography of Israel and Jerusalem, the infancy narratives, 
the paschal narratives, and parables on the Kingdom of 
God (the Mustard Seed, the Pearl of Great Price, the 
Leaven, the Grain, and the Hidden Treasure). 


The children receive lessons on liturgical seasons and 
colors, Baptism, Holy Eucharist, and include songs, 
prayers, art, and sacred objects to facilitate their worship. 


For Grades 1 - 3. 


In the Level II atrium, the children build on the elements 
of Level I.  However now the focus is on Jesus, the True 
Vine.  This older child seeks to understand their 
relationship with God and others, and their role in His 
Kingdom.  In other words, learning to remain on the vine.


The 6 to 9-year old child desires guidelines. This need is 
met through the moral and forgiveness parables (The 
Good Samaritan, The Found Coin, The Ten Bridesmaids, 
The Insistent Friend, The Pharisee and the Tax Collector, 
The Forgiving Father and the Maxims). Sacramental 
liturgy is expanded.

TRUE VINE ATRIUM
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