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Parish Overview

  	 20,849	 Total Attendance at Principal Services* 
	   6221	 Total Virtual Attendance at Principal Services 
	     259	 Total Attendance at Weekday Eucharists 
              281	 Average Sunday Attendance 
 	     869	 Total Morning Prayer Attendance in person and online* 
	     486	 Total Compline Attendance on-line* 
	       9	 	 Baptisms 
	      13	 Confirmations 
	       0   	 Marriages 
	       6	 	 Deaths 
	       6		 Births 
	     620	 Adult Members & Participants 
	     356	 Households 
	     235	 Children, Infants - 6th grade 
	     129	 Youth, 7th - 12th grade 
	       8	 	 Full Time Staff 
	       9	 	 Part Time Staff 
	       8  	 Volunteer Staff 
	  
	     
    

Online attendance throughout this report was calculated by multiplying the number of devices that 
tuned into the stream by 1.4. This assumes that in many households, more than one person 
viewed the stream on the same device. In other words, our online attendance metrics are an 
estimate. The formula for attendance estimation was recommended by the Diocese of Upper 

South Carolina and adopted by Episcopal Communicators around the country.

Above: Rev. Serena preaches her first sermon as Associate Rector in January, 2021  
Cover Photo: Fr. Sammy baptizes a third generation St. B’s member
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Turns out the only thing harder for a parish than a 
pandemic year is — a second pandemic year. 
For St. Bartholomew’s and every other church in 
the diocese, that was 2021.  

And yet . . . . 

And yet 2021 at St. B's wasn’t just a year of 
struggle, it was a year of surrender. The past 
twelve months didn't just deliver gloom; they 
brought grace. With the strictures of lockdown 
came new freedoms of the Spirit: Grief and loss, 
but solace and joy; the darkness of isolation, but 
also bright flashes of connection and growth. 

From where I sit, God’s hand was as evident in 
our life together in 2021 as it's ever been. The 
document you hold is a record of that. In the 
pages of this annual report are metrics to 
measure our participation and giving, as well as 
the records of all the ministries in and around St. 
B’s these past twelve months. You’ll read about 
the creativity of your dedicated staff — including 
valuable new members like Meredith, Serena, 
Sharon, and Aidan— under whose guidance, 
and with the work of myriad volunteers, St. B’s 
was alive in 2021. From celebrating with 
Epiphany kits at home (complete with “Hope” 
yard signs to encourage our neighbors) to 
Pentecost celebrations across the city; funding 
disaster relief efforts as far away as Haiti or as 
close as our backyard in Waverly, TN; increased 
personal involvement in mission and justice 
projects; robust Christian formation; and careful 
maintenance of our beloved church and campus 
— this was a year to remember.  

You’ve probably heard me compare life to a 
tapestry. I think I actually stole the idea from 
Maria von Trapp, of all people, who predicted 
one day we’ll be able to follow the pattern of our 
life like we look at a tapestry — “As long as we 
live here we see only the reverse side of the 
weaving, and very often the pattern, with its 
threads running wildly, doesn’t seem to make 
sense. Some day, however, we shall 
understand.” Margaret Longnecker built on that 
idea in her book The Other Side of the Tapestry: 
Choosing to Trust God When Life Hurts: 

When we go through hard times, there is 
something more important than what we’re 
facing, and that is who is facing it with us. We 
need to cling to the who when the what makes 
us afraid.   

If Maria and Margaret aren't your cup of tea, how 
about the Apostle Paul: 

We also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because 
God’s love has been pours into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
(Rom. 5.3-5) 

This document is a record of a tangled year, to 
be sure, and it’s ultimately a record of endurance, 
character, hope, and love. I think that’s what God 
sees, and from where I sit, so do I. 

With gratitude and deep affection, 

P.S. I'd be remiss if I didn’t mention how grateful I 
am to Fr. Charlie Hall for his service as a priest of 
this parish and how he just received word that he 
has been accepted into the Navy as a chaplain! 

From the Rector

The Rector’s Digest 

What began as a way for a priest to connect with his people 
during lock-down via email in 2020, turned into a monthly 
blog post by the beginning of summer of 2021. With so 
many links, The Rector’s Digest helped us to know what Fr. 
Sammy had been ruminating on, thinking about, listening to, 
as well as what he was reading and watching. There’s a 
good chance that the Rector’s Digest will live beyond Fr. 
Sammy’s tenure at St. Bartholomew’s. therectorsdigest.org 

http://therectorsdigest.org
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Photos Highlights

Clockwise from top left: the 
children’s rendition of the 

Christmas story; children's 
homily procession; Mark & 

Susan Powell’s visit this 
summer; Donuts on St. B’s 

Day; the Blessing of the 
Animals; assembling Thistle 
Farms graduation baskets; 

new mattresses for RITI 
guests purchased by youth 

formation; ushers helping us 
to worship safely; Fr. Sammy 

sings at the Family 
Christmas Concert. In the 
Middle: the iconic shot of 
children climbing on St. 

Bartholomew. 
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If you are ever in search of an Old Testament 
corollary for what vestry service is like (and aren’t 
we all in search of that?), check out I Chronicles 9 
which says that the Sons of Korah “were in charge 
of the service, guardians of the threshold of the 
tent, as their ancestors had been in charge of the 
camp of the Lord, guardians of the entrance.”  
They were “in charge of chambers and the 
treasuries of the house of God;” they spent the 
night near the house of God to open it in the 
morning; and they “were appointed over the 
furniture and over all the holy utensils.”  
  
In many ways, vestry service is being guardians of 
the threshold, maintaining the tent to ensure there 
is space and place for worship and service and 
sharing the gospel. We are gatekeepers who seek 
to protect the community that is St. B’s, watching 
over not only the furniture and holy utensils but 
equipping and supporting the priests and staff so 
that they are able to care and minister to us and 
our city. 
  
What that looked like in 2021 was achieving full 
staffing with the hiring of Meredith Flynn as Director 
of Children and Family Formation; discussing how 
the vestry could align the work of the church 
around the barque; updating St. B’s relationship 
with the soccer academy; deciding how best to 
allocate pandemic funds to address needs; 
supporting the Facilities Committee in developing a 

master plan for major expenditures and funding 
several facilities projects including new rooftop 
heating/cooling units for the gym, paving the 
walking path, making numerous repairs to our 
buildings, and bat remediation (ask Bill Bowlby); 
and aligning M&O partner funding with best 
practices. 
  
The past year continued to be a challenging one for 
how to do church in a pandemic (see, e.g., “drive-
by” ashes for Ash Wednesday) but the staff and 
your vestry are dynamically adaptive and resilient 
people. I regret too many vestry meetings by zoom 
but am forever grateful for the wisdom, insight, 
thoughtfulness, and dedication of my eleven fellow 
vestry members, our Treasurer, and our Clerk in 
quietly doing the work of our church.	
 	
To close with a return to the Sons of Korah, you 
may recall that several of the Psalms are dedicated 
to them, which makes you wonder why we aren’t 
singing more songs these days about the vestry 
(please get on that, David Madeira). As one of 
those Psalms opens, “God is our refuge and our 
strength, a very present help in trouble.” May it 
continue to ever be so for all of those who come 
into our gates. 

-Brian Roark, Senior Warden 

Sr. Warden

The church’s new rooftop
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Fr. Sammy Wood, Rector  
Andrea Sullivan, Chair 

Brian Roark, Sr. Warden 
Lymari Cromwell      

Kim Strickland,  
David West, Jr 
Morgan Wills 

50 
motions passed

 

15 
   meetings, 1 in-person, 

14 by zoom, and 2 
retreats 

 

$78,097 
in approved expenditures to 
maintain and improve our 

facilities and outside spaces. 
These projects were financed via 
the Nehemiah, the Walking Path, 
and the Outdoor Sanctuary funds 

as well as the Facilities 
Maintenance budget.

Vestry Members 
Brian Roark, Sr. Warden* 	
Tiffany Villager, Jr. Warden 

Brea Cox (Worship)* 
Winston Edwards (Facilities Management)* 
Beth Heimburger (South Sudanese) 
Russ Heldman (Evangelism) 
Andrew Kintz (Facilities Engagement) 
Jude Mason (Youth Formation) 
Erin Shankel (Children’s Formation) 
Andrew Smithen (Mission & Outreach) 
Kim Strickland (Justice) 
Andrea Sullivan (Staff, H.R., Pastoral Care)* 
Jim Pichert, Clerk 
David West, Jr., Treasurer 

  *term finishes January 2022 

Human Resources Subcommittee

VESTRY SNAPSHOT 
 

Weekly warden & rector meetings  48 
Pledging vestry members  12 

 vestry members 12 
   Vestry subcommittees   5   

    Staff luncheon    1  

Facilities 
Finance 

Mission & Outreach 
Stewardship 

Other Vestry Subcommittees

The vestry on retreat with 
the Rev.Gene Manning
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Compared to 2020, 2021 giving was down 
slightly and expenses were marginally higher.  
However, general fund donations covered all but a 
few thousand dollars of our expenses for the year 
allowing us to end the year in essentially the same 
financial position that we began the year. 

As a parish we continue in our efforts to be good 
stewards of the resources available to us, carefully 
limiting expenses while expanding programming 
and generously sharing almost $270,000 with our 
ministry partners and the diocese. 

Over the last few years, a combination of factors 
allowed us to accrue a modest cash surplus which 
the vestry allocated to be used for needed repairs 
and updates to our facilities, IT systems, and AV 
equipment, as well as the upcoming rector search 
process.  Our cash reserve fund remains in place 
and currently is sufficient to cover more than one 
full month of expenses. 

2021 Results 

In April, based on giving and expenses through 
the first quarter, we adopted a revised budget 
which was 7% lower than our initial budget. 

•Giving: Giving to the general fund was down 
3% from 2020 and 3% lower than our revised 
budget. 

•Expenses: Expenses were 6% higher than 
2020 and 3% lower than our revised budget. 

2022 Projection 

Giving in 2022 will need to be 6% higher than it 
was in 2021, to fully fund our initial 2022 budget.  
Contributing to this increase are several factors: 

•Mission & Outreach: With this budget we 
achieve our goal of allocating 10% of our 
budget on M&O activities. 

•Formation and Community Life:  We have 
increased our spending on these activities 
which that are core to our vision. 

•Operational Expenses: We included typical 
year-over-year increases. 

As in past years, we will revise our budget in April 
and anticipate a net reduction in expenses 
resulting from Fr. Sammy’s departure.  Thanks to 
his leadership over the last four years, our parish is 
well positioned to thrive this coming year despite 
this transition.  I am happy to note that giving 
remained consistent during our last search 
process.  I encourage everyone to remain 
engaged in this coming season. God is present 
among us and will continue the good work that He 
has begun. 

-David West, Jr. Treasurer 

Financial

Even though we still don’t pass the 
offering plate, it is available every 

Sunday at the back of the Nave for 
those who like to give this way. 
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David West, Jr.
Treasurer 

treasurer@stbs.net  

Teresa Robinson
Parish Administrator 
trobinson@stbs.net 

Finance Committee  
Bob Garth 

Andrew Kintz 
Kara Smith 

Fr. Sammy Wood, Rector 
Brian Roark, Sr. Warden 

Compared to Plan 

Reality

Plan

$0 $516,667 $1,033,333 $1,550,000

$1,405,620

$1,363,117

$1,405,620

$1,360,737

Income Expense

Compared to Last Year

2020

2019

$0 $466,667 $933,333 $1,400,000

$1,290,646

$1,363,117

$1,396,441

$1,360,737

Income Expense

132 
rolls of toilet paper

29 
refills of hand  

soap

2021	Budget

Personnel $829,363.14 57%

Parish	Opera;ons $226,899.96 16%

Office $31,129.00 2%

Community	Life $20,276.16 1%

Clergy $10,699.92 1%

Worship $17,475.20 1%

Adult	Forma;on $6,000.00 0%

Youth	Forma;on $7,712.00 1%

Children	Forma;on $8,209.92 1%

Serving	the	Poor $289,121.13 20%

Total $1,446,886

100% 
of Humphrey Street coffee 
profits are reinvested into 

programs and scholarships 
that support their students. 

St. B’s started serving 
Humphrey Street  

in August.

mailto:treasurer@stbs.net
mailto:trobinson@stbs.net
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The Stewardship Team asked the congregation to 
prayerfully consider responding financially for 
2022 during St. Bartholomew’s Season of 
Gratitude and Generosity this past October. And 
we did! Over 100 promises were received!!!  
Thank you for praying, and making your promise 
to share gifts, talents and financial resources, to 
support the ministries at St. Bs. God continues to 
provide and deepen our understanding of what it 
means for us to worship, serve the poor, share 
the gospel, and live in community.  We truly have 
so much to celebrate as we continue to pursue 
God’s deepening call in how we might best serve 
both locally and across the globe.  

I am personally grateful that our parish has 
responded to the call to make known our 
promises. Our responses provide our leadership 

with the opportunity to effectively plan for the 
upcoming year. This spiritual discipline is a gift to 
our committed staff, vestry and ministry 
Volunteers.  

On behalf of the stewardship team, thank you for 
once again responding to the call to support our 
continuing stewardship journey and for 
participating in our Season of Gratitude and 
Generosity!  

 

Stewardship 

Rodger Dinwiddie (Chair) 
Fr. Sammy Wood (Rector) 

Sally Chambers-Rhea (Staff) 
Anna Fields 
Bob Garth 

Jennifer Goodman 

Andrew Kintz 
Towles Kintz 

Tiffany Villager 
Phil Shay 

David West, Jr. 

Rodger Dinwiddie
Stewardship Chair

prdinwiddie@starsnashville.org

Fr. Sammy Wood
Rector

swood@stbs.net

Pledged & Actual Dollar Amounts

$750,000

$1,500,000

$2,250,000

$3,000,000

2019 2020 2021 2022

1,005,2341,010,134
745,163

$941,915.00$927,503.00$1,010,134.00
$769,708.00

Pledged Actual

Number of Donors

0

50

100

150

200

2019 2020 2021

124141102

120
138

96

Actual Pledged

Stewardship Team  

mailto:prdinwiddie@starsnashville.org
mailto:swood@stbs.net
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During the ongoing pandemic in 2021, the 
Facilities Committee continued to meet 
monthly via Zoom. We planned and executed a 
great deal – advising the Vestry, working with 
contractors, coordinating volunteers, and 
assisting our tireless facilities manager, Teresa 
Robinson, St. Bartholomew’s Parish 
Administrator.


Improvements and accomplishments included:


•Paving the walking path (made possible by 
two very generous parishioner donations)

•Replacing the sanctuary and sacristy roofs

•Replacing the Parish Hall lobby’s old 
ceiling and dim lighting with a new drop 
ceiling and LED fixtures

•Replacing two HVAC rooftop units serving 
the gym and the downstairs corridor below

•Installing air purifiers in the ductwork 
serving the downstairs Preschool and 
nursery corridors

•Completing Phases 1 and 2 of an Outdoor 
Green Space plan 

•Striping the gym floor for basketball and 
pickle ball

•Completing bat exclusion repairs for the 
Parish Hall and sanctuary buildings

•Repairing and updating the Wallace Hall 
AV system

•Repairing, replacing, upgrading, and 
painting a variety of exterior doors 

•Organizing and leading a successful Parish 
Work Day 


Work anticipated for 2022 includes: a spring 
Parish Work Day (please volunteer!); rehabbing 
the gym’s metal roof; replacing components of 
the HVAC systems serving the sanctuary and 
the original section of the Parish Hall; replacing 
the paved portico outside the sacristy and 
expanding the Family patio; solving multiple 
stormwater drainage issues; and rehabbing the 
south parking lot.


 Facilities

Bill Bowlby  
Facilities Committee Chair 

wbowlby@comcast.net  

Teresa Robinson 
Parish Administrator  
(Facilities Manager) 
trobinson@stbs.net  

Winston Edwards
Vestry Liaison 

winstonedwards2@gmail.com  

Chair, Bill Bowlby 
Nancy Cason 
Mimi Heldman 

Jim Russell 
Samuel Smith 

Tim Villager (emeritus) 

Rick Wood (Finished Aug 2021) 
Hunter Verner (Finished Dec. 2021) 
Chris Prichard (Finishes Jan. 2022) 
David Edwards (Begins Jan. 2022) 

Facilities Committee 

Old buildings like ours always need a 
little TLC! Shout out to Hunter Verner 
and the Can Do Crew for all that they 
did around the facilities in 2021.

mailto:wbowlby@comcast.net
mailto:trobinson@stbs.net
mailto:winstonedwards2@gmail.com
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59 
or more trees & bushes 

limbed up, trimmed, 
planted, or transplanted 

FACILITIES SNAPSHOT 
 
2	 	 Replacement rooftop HVAC units 
41	 	 Volunteers on parish work day 
11600	 Square footage of the paved walking path 

The Can-Do Crew: 

Skilled and semi-skilled volunteers are needed for a 
variety of handy-person tasks like painting, repairing 
door hinges and latches, changing light bulbs, etc. 
Contact Bill Bowlby. 

The Nehemiah Fund 

Established in 2008 to fund repairing, maintaining, 
and augmenting our facilities and grounds. 
Funding in 2021 came from: donations from 
parishioners, the Preschool, and St. B’s Soccer 
Academy; facilities usage fees; insurance claims; 
and rector housing allowance transfers. 

Outdoor Green Spaces 

The St. B’s Family Garden was 
created in 2009 as a space for 
worship and fellowship. 
Originally called the Outdoor 
Sanctuary, it was renamed the 
St. B’s Family Garden in 2016 in 
honor of  Fr. Jerry and Marjie 
Smith’s ministry at St. B’s. It and 
the larger campus require 
ongoing landscaping 
maintenance beyond our lawn-
care budget. Mimi Heldman and 
Nancy Cason have led a 
dedicated team of volunteers 
who have put in many hours 
maintaining and improving our 
green spaces. Contact Mimi to 
help (mimiheldman@gmail.com), 
and consider donating to the 
Outdoor Sanctuary, Walking 
Path, and Memorial funds.  

The crane that removed and replaced 
the HVAC units above the gym.

Left: The newly paved walking path. Right: “A labor of love” led by Nancy 
Cason and Mimi Heldman to improve and maintain our green spaces. 
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The year 2021 required us all to adapt 
constantly, and to make multiple decisions 
daily about things we used to do automatically, 
often without solid guidance as to the right 
choice. By the middle of 2021, many of us 
thought the pandemic would soon recede and 
we could return to a new normal. Instead, the 
virus rebounded and we were forced again to 
confront the uncertainty and delay the longed 
for new normal. It is telling that there was no 
schedule of altar team servers, as was 
produced monthly pre pandemic, until 
November and December of 2021. Instead it 
was cobbled together week to week. 


In response to the demands and uncertainties 
of living in a pandemic, St. Bartholomew’s 
continued to be creative. All the “Sunday 
ministries,” ushers, greeter, readers, 
musicians, clergy, acolytes, LEMs, and 
vergers, remained flexible and adaptable 
throughout 2021. Sometimes that meant 
serving virtually, or in person, socially 
distanced, and masked. Other times it meant 
serving side by side and unmasked. Our 

volunteers accepted new ways of exercising 
their gifts. They became adept at following 
new procedures, even from week to week. 
Some wisely stepped back from service to 
protect their own health or that of those they 
love.


Despite the challenges, seven new acolytes, 
twelve thurifers, and two new LEMs were 
recruited, trained and served in 2021. A total of 
29 LEMs, 28 acolytes, seven thurifers, and two 
vergers gladly served in 2021. They took 
responsibility for finding substitutes when they 
could not serve as scheduled. They laughed 
and shrugged their shoulders when things 
didn’t go as planned during a worship service. 
They prayed for and supported one another, 
the congregation, and the greater community.


Given that the annual report is a historic 
record, the most important metric of 2021 is 
that we worship a God who knows the end 
from the beginning (Is 46: 10), and we 
worshipped Him come what may. 


 Liturgy 

From the Guilds 

This year the quiet work of St. B's Altar Guild continued for God's glory. We added hands and hearts to help 
with setting God's table each week, and we joyfully seek more. As much as we are about cleaning and 
polishing, we are also about building community. Thank you to all the members, past and present, and to 
those members who haven't joined us YET. Reach out to Thorunn McCoy if you'd like to be a part of the guild. 
We work on weekly teams with on-the-job training. If you can set the dinner table, you've got this.    

The Embroidery Guild has always been a part of St. B's Altar Guild. The beautiful kneelers were made by our 
first members and still serve us well. Additionally, many of the purificators and linens we use were made by our 
own guild members. Our needs are intermittent. If you are interested in sewing, embroidery, or altar hangings, 
reach out to Thorunn McCoy. 

The Flower Guild faithfully continued to beautify the altar this year. In doing so, their work continues to aid in 
worship with all of our senses. In the spring, parishioner Troy Villager offered a flower arranging workshop. 
Beginning on St. B’s Day, August 29, these volunteers began creating two arrangements weekly for the new 
plant stands created for St. B’s by parishioner David Edwards. If you’re interesting in arranging flowers for 
worship (no experience necessary), please contact Mavis Harrop. 
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Bev Mahan, Head Verger 
verger@stbs.net 

Beth Ramsay, Readers 
beth.ramsay1@gmail.com 

Thorunn McCoy, Altar & 
Embroidery Guild 
tmccoy@email.usn.org 

Mavis Harrop, Flower Guild 
mavise@me.com  

Brea Cox, Vestry Liaison  
breacox@att.net  

Bill Bowlby, Ushers 
wbowlby@comcast.net  

Sue Pichert, Greeters 
spichert@yahoo.com 

LITURGY SNAPSHOT 

29	 	 Lay Eucharistic ministers 
28	 	 Acolytes 
7	 	 Thurifers 
2	            Vergers 
13	 	 Altar Guild members 
9	 	 Flower Guild members 
65	 	 Flower arrangements 
30	 	 Readers  
21	 	 Ushers  
75	 	 Worship bulletins 
516  	 	 Easter Sunday attendance 
628	 	 Christmas attendance 
254	 	 Pentecost attendance 
264	 	 St. B’s Day attendance 
335	 	 All Saints & All Souls attendance 
4	            Cameras used to live-stream  
454	            Live-streamed services  
 

 

 
 
 

17 
linens laundered by  

the Altar Guild  
weekly (at least) The host we 

use every Sunday is 

53/4  
inches in diameter 

115  
 lessons read by  
laity in Sunday 

worship

1123  
candles were blessed 
on Feb. 7 for use in 
lent kits, chancel, &  

prayer racks 

Right: the new flower stands built by David 
Edwards. Below: Verger Beverly Mahan, 

senior acolytes and acolytes in training 

mailto:verger@stbs.net
mailto:beth.ramsay1@gmail.com
mailto:tmccoy@email.usn.org
mailto:mavise@me.com
mailto:breacox@att.net
mailto:wbowlby@comcast.net
mailto:spichert@yahoo.com
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The story of the Music Ministry in 2021 was 
simply a story of return; of restoration. The year 
began as it had for most of 2020: a soloist in 
the loft accompanied by the organ, piano, and 
a guitar or violin. A streamed service. Video 
offertories. A loft space set up for a full team of 
singers and players, but still mostly empty and 
waiting. 

At the end of March, Holy Week, we began to 
worship outside with a larger group of 
musicians, banging drums and blaring horns on 
Palm Sunday, Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday. 
This was a ton of fun, filled with hope and faith 
in resurrection and restoration. 

Several weeks of hybrid worship, with outdoor 
services followed by indoor/streamed services 
with a scaled-down music team, were a bit of a 
challenge and a lot of work, though a wonderful 
step in the right direction. 

But at the beginning of June, with vaccinations 
well available for the majority of our community, 
inside congregational worship was returning…
with a full team in the loft! At the forefront of my 
mind in the summer of 2021 was simply 
bringing the joy back to worship. Singing as 
much as possible, enjoying the sound of rhythm 
and harmony again – drums and guitars 
rejoining our keyboards, tenor and alto singers 
finally adding vocal harmonies to our songs and 
hymns. It was a time to teach some new, joyful 
songs and bring the fullness of St. B’s music 
back to our worship space, not taking a second 
of it for granted. 

We were finally able to bring the full choir back 
in November and December, for All Saints 
Evensong and Advent Lessons & Carols. And 
being able to put on the Family Christmas 
Concert once again was a particularly 
meaningful joy. (Singing carols outside afterward 
by the bonfire was a highlight!) 

I remain so deeply grateful and inspired by the 
love, patience, flexibility, selflessness, and 
humility of the people who make up the St. B’s 
Music Ministry. We actually grew in 2021, 
adding a handful of wonderful new people to 
our ranks! And through it all, their care for each 
other, willingness to adapt to changing 
restrictions and masked singing, flexibility in 
making worship happen outdoors (despite a 
cold wind freezing up their fingers and vocal 
chords or blowing over their music stands!), or 
do whatever was asked of them to keep 
musical worship alive at St. B’s, bolstered my 
own faith and joy during a long season of 
various challenges. The work was not easy in 
2021, but it was beautiful indeed. 

David Madeira, Director of Music 
dmadeira@stbs.net 

Teresa Robinson, Parish Administrator 
trobinson@stbs.net 

Jane Metcalfe, Organist.  
janecmet97@gmail.com  

Brea Cox, Vestry Liaison  
breacox@att.net  

Music

MOST FREQUENT SONG OF 2021


“Great Are You Lord” by All Sons & Daughters 

It’s your breath in our lungs, so 
we pour out our praise… 

6 NEW SONGS/HYMNS INTRODUCED IN 2021


“Great are you Lord” - All Sons & Daughters 
“The Goodness of Jesus” - CityAlight 
“I’ll Not Be Shaken” (Psalm 62) - Wendell Kimbrough 
“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” – Sylvia Dunstan 
“How Shall I Sing?” – Keith & Kristyn Getty 
“It Was Finished Upon that Cross” – CityAlight 

mailto:dmadeira@stbs.net
mailto:trobinson@stbs.net
mailto:janecmet97@gmail.com
mailto:breacox@att.net
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MUSIC SNAPSHOT  

6	 	 New Musicians 
35	 	 Musicians in the worship rotation 
23	 	 Choir participants 
10	 	 Weeks of both inside and outside services 
?	 	 Family Christmas Concert Attendance 

64 
weeks without a full 

band in the loft 

32 
indoor services  

with a full loft team 

15 
online-only Sunday 
services, January - 

March  

The A/V Team 

Our A/V team continued to grow in 
2021 under the leadership of 

Matthew Shepherd. As a team they 
navigated the transition to live-

streaming with a full band in the loft 
and full pews in the Nave. They 

streamed services in the garden as 
well as funerals during the week. The 
team also provided audio support for 
Theology on Tap and the welcomed 

return of the Family Christmas 
concert. Through our live-stream 

equipment, they also record sermons 
and classes for the website.  

After spending over a year setting up 
cell phones weekly in the front of the 

nave (in addition to the one in the 
loft), a new PTZ camera was 

purchased and mounted using the 
remaining balance in the A/V fund. 
Last fall, even when the pews were 

full, our live stream attendance 
remained fairly consistent at 35 

devices per week and an estimated 
50 participants. 

Top: Easter Sunday outside with a 
full band including horns. Below: a 

full band in the loft last fall. 

Matthew Shepherd 
Audio Visual Director 
mshepherd@stbs.net  

A/V Team 
Katherine Bomboy 

Matt Chambers-Rhea 
Justin Cole 

mailto:mshepherd@stbs.net


 18

Children's Formation
Having held this position for almost a full year, I 
have treasured the time to reflect and see how 
God has faithfully carried and guided us through 
this season.  We have faithful leaders and 
volunteers, supportive and encouraging families, 
bright-eyed, tender-hearted children, and a staff 
of dreamers and doers whose hearts long for the 
work of the Spirit to be active among us. I am 
thankful.


Catechesis Levels One and Two  
3 yrs. -3rd grade 

Last January through May, we offered Zoom 
Catechesis. We wondered how our materials/
experience-based curriculum would translate 
online, but by God’s grace, the children 
connected beautifully by singing, praying, 
listening and talking with one another. “Materials 
Boxes” were offered to take home so children 
could work with their hands as they reflected on 
the Scriptures after the call.  We also invited 
families to sign up for “Open Atrium Time” 
where children could work in the atrium with 
members of their own family and one catechist.

We began in-person formation this Fall with a 
“big ask” from our leaders, “Would you be 
willing to lead almost every Sunday?”  We knew 
that this year in particular it would be especially 
important to 1) have safe, smaller, consistently 
led and attended classes for contact tracing and 
2) offer a warm, welcoming, consistent place 
during a tumultuous year.  Our volunteer leaders 
are truly gifted, committed, prayerful, loving 
people who have provided space for our 
children to spend time with God and grow in 
their joyful relationship with the Trinity.


456 

Since Catechesis is a multi-age model built on 
the stages of a child’s development, we decided 
to combine 4th, 5th and 6th graders to build a 
new community.  We were still not worshipping 

in person last January through May, but knew 
our kids needed to know that their St. B’s 
community still existed! We met twice a month 
on Sunday afternoons for service projects, guest 
speakers, and interactive activities based on 
Jesus’ call to us through Matthew 25:35-40. We 
ended the year with our First Annual 456 Field 
Day and 6th Grade “Rising Up to Youth” 
Celebration.  


This Fall, we kicked off the year with a Fall 
Family Cookout on the playground.  Our three 
committed leaders have been with our kids 
every Sunday studying the Covenants of God in 
Genesis.  Our 456 kids helped paint sets, sort 
costumes, narrate, act and assist younger 
friends in the Christmas Pageant on Dec. 19th.  
This spring they will present a “Love and Serve 
One Another” Fair in the gym in April.


Homily 

From January through June, our Homilists 
recorded themselves in their homes, then 
uploaded their videos to be watched by our St. 
B’s children and families on Sunday morning 
before the online service, or throughout the 
week.  Once we began to worship in the Nave 
again in June, we found creative ways to gather 
children safely during the 8:30 service to hear 
the Gospel and connect with each other. 


Meredith Flynn 
Director of Children & Family Formation 

mflynn@stbs.net  

Emily Newton
Nursery & Childcare Coordinator 

nursery@stbs.net  

Erin Shankel 
Vestry Liaison 

erin.shankel@belmont.edu 

mailto:mflynn@stbs.net
mailto:nursery@stbs.net
mailto:erin.shankel@belmont.edu
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33 
children and 15 

adults participated in 
Journey to Nazareth

75 
activity bags created  

for children on  
Christmas Eve

90 
hours of theological 

and child development 
training received by 

each catechist 

CHILDREN FORMATION SNAPSHOT  

17	 	 Catechesis material boxes created for families 	
	 	 participating in weekly Zoom classes  
23	 	 Videos created for homily in the winter & spring 
30	 	 In-Person homilies in the summer and fall 
22	 	 Children on average participated in homily 	 	
	 	 each Sunday 
51	 	 Children on average participated in formation 	
	 	 hour in the fall  
16	 	 Number of weekly formation volunteers  
69	 	 Kid Packs for Lent & Advent created	 	  
7	 	 New tents purchased for Journey to Nazareth 
54	 	 Pieces of flatbread, 1 gallon of olive oil and a 	
	 	 sprinkling of zataar consumed in “Nazareth”	 

Nursery 

Gaylene Latham retired in August after 10 
years of service to nursery families (thank you 
Gaylene) and Emily Newton took on the role of 
Nursery and Childcare Coordinator in 
September.  She leads five trained, paid 
caregivers on Sunday mornings and oversees 
child care for special events. The Nursery is 
poised to welcome more babies and children 
under three year of age in 2022!


Other Special Offerings in 2021 included a 
five week Sacred Communion Class, 
Interactive Stations of the Cross on Good 
Friday, and our first Marketplace-style VBS: 
Journey to Nazareth.

Catechists & Assistants
Jessica Smith, Matthew Sullivan, 

Hannah Starnes, Katherine Snyder, 
Gaylene Latham, Renee Wood, Audrey 

Weedman, Camden Andrade, Evie 
Shankel, Erin Shankel, Carey Young, 
Alicia Lewis, Anthony Calzia, Lauren 

King, Meredith Flynn

456 Leaders
Father Charlie Hall, Adam Nunley, 

Rachel Dyer, Brock Starnes

Homilists
Father Charlie, Alicia Lewis, Jessica 

Smith, Melanie Crotty, Matthew Sullivan, 
Jaclyn Larsen, Gary Mumme
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2021 has been a season of growth in Youth 
Formation. We have seen a rise in our youth’s 
engagement with our events and Sunday 
morning formation. We took the youth Zip-lining 
at Nashville Adventure Park, kayaking down the 
Harpeth, hosted a Friendsgiving luncheon 
during formation hour, pickle-ball tournaments 
in the gym, and many movie nights together. 
We also hosted a Baccalaureate Service to 
bless and encourage our ten youth from the 
Class of 2021.  


Fr. Sammy and I led Youth Confirmation in 
January and February. We were excited to have 
ten youth confirmed in the Episcopal Church on 
April 11, 2021. 


We have met weekly for Formation throughout 
the Spring and Fall. We did a “Vibe Check” on 
the Trinity (where we talked about the different 
persons of the Trinity and how it helps us better 
to understand God) this Spring and studied the 
“Castaways” of the Bible this Fall (people like 
Jonah, Paul, and Mary). We would like to thank 
Liv Poindexter, Phil Gaines, Joshua Martin, 
Laura Verner, Jude Mason, and Aidan Sullivan 
for their faithful service. 


Our summer Flocking Fundraiser raised $1,750 
for our upcoming summer High School Mission 
Trip. We had 20 youth join us in bringing the 
flock of plastic flamingos to 16 households over 
two weeks. Gathering together to “flock” was a 
unique way to build relationships between our 
youth throughout the summer. 


Phil Gaines finished his fellowship with us in 
July of 2021 (thanks Phil). His leadership was 
instrumental in helping to facilitate our summer 
kayaking trip and Wednesday afternoon Bible 
Study and Open Gym. We welcomed Aidan 
Sullivan as our new Ministry Fellow for the 
2021-22 school year. 


Youth and Children’s Formation worked 
together to host an interactive Stations of the 
Cross during Holy Week and opportunities for 
youth to serve in Journey to Bethlehem and the 
Christmas Pageant. 


As we look towards this next year, we will see 
our first annual Middle School Adventure and 
High School Mission Trips (summer 
experiences for our youth), returning to the 
Youth Room as our home base, and even the 
return of our flamingo flock to the city. 

Youth Formation

Alysha Moroni 
Director of Youth Formation 

amoroni@stbs.net 

Aidan Sullivan 
Ministry Fellow 

pgaines@stbs.net

Phil Gaines
Nashville Fellow through July 

pgaines@stbs.net 

Jude Mason
Vestry Liaison 

judemasonvoice@gmail.com 
Six out of ten 2021 graduating seniors  

with Alysha at the Baccalaureate.

mailto:amoroni@stbs.net
mailto:pgaines@stbs.net
mailto:pgaines@stbs.net
mailto:judemasonvoice@gmail.com
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25 
Flamingos “flew” to 
18 homes for the 

Flocking fundraiser 

75 
Christmas cards  

sent to youth

YOUTH FORMATION SNAPSHOT 
 
57	 	 Active participants  
4	 	 Adult volunteers 
17	 	 Average attendance on Sunday mornings 
75 	 	 Christmas cards sent  
37 	 	 Games of pickle-ball played 
17 	 	 Friends brought to fun events  
10 	 	 Youth confirmed  
10	 	 Seniors celebrated  
3 	 	 Gingerbread villages assembled  
2 	 	 Trees decorated by the youth in the Nave 

13  
kayaks paddled  

down the Harpeth 

Youth Volunteers 
in 2021

Jude Mason 
Joshua Martin 

Olivia Poindexter 
Laura Verner 

Above left: Pickle-
ball tournament 

contestants. Above 
right: the youth 

flocking fundraiser. 
Right: the group 

that paddled down 
the Harpeth
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Sunday Formation  

Adult Formation on Sundays returned to form in 
2021. The new year began with Rector’s Forums 
on Zoom, including “Getting to know Rev. 
Serena” (who started at St. B's on Jan. 1) and 
“Episcopal Polity.” During Lent, Rev. Serena led 
an all-parish Zoom class on Bishop Michael 
Curry’s, Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in 
Troubled Times. We switched to in-person 
classes in Eastertide, with Ginny Lamothe 
offering a study of C.S. Lewis’s novel, ‘Til We 
Have Faces, and Fr. Sammy offering sessions on 
“The Barque of St. Bartholomew’s,” our parish 
vision. Rev. Serena and Nancy Cason, Assistant 
to the Rector for Justice Ministries, led a study in 
August on Tim Keller’s Generous Justice: How 
God’s Grace Makes Us Just.         

Moving into Fall 2021, Fr. Sammy led a series 
called, “Grounded in the Gospel,” while Sally 
Chambers-Rhea, Director of Community Life, led 
“We are St. B’s,” which attracted many 
newcomers. Additionally, Charlie and Mickey 
Newman guided a group in “Finding our Place in 
the World,” on discerning our spiritual gifts. Later 
in the fall, Rev. Serena offered “Lessons on 
Evangelism from Acts of the Apostles,” while 
Heather Wills and Bob Palmer led parishioners in 
a group called, “Processing the Pandemic.”  

Bible Studies 

Women’s Bible Study continued holding Zoom 
meetings on Thursday evenings in the beginning 
of 2021, studying Martin Luther’s, A Simple way 
to Pray. They were excited to move to in-person 
meetings on Thursday mornings in fall 2021 and 
examined together N T Wright’s Revelation for 
Everyone (book 1) in fall 2021. Throughout most 
of the Fall, Fr. Sammy also led a Rector’s Bible 

Study on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. on the book of 
Hebrews.  

Life Groups  

Forming new life groups was difficult with COVID 
restrictions. Nevertheless, three new groups 
were able to start (two in Eastertide and one in 
the fall), with their meetings mostly outside. 
These groups started by sharing spiritual stories, 
and members were required to attend six of the 
first eight sessions; participants were so grateful 
for the chance to connect.  A number of legacy 
life groups continued in a variety of formats; 
some focused more on books, and others 
focused more on prayer and support.  

Theology on Tap 

Theology on Tap was led by Matt Chambers-
Rhea in 2021 with the help of Alysha Moroni, 
Bond Henderson, and Fr. Sammy. In the first part 
of the year, Theology on Tap continued to meet 
virtually and welcomed Dr. Devon Abts, who led  
a discussion on the theological witness of 
Roland Joffe’s 1989 film The Mission, and Fr. 
Dixon Kinser, who co-led a discussion with Matt 
Chambers-Rhea titled “The Theology of the 
Joker: Batman, Chaos, & the Problem of Evil.” 
The autumn saw a return to in-person gatherings 
at St. B’s with spiritual director and author, Katie 
Haseltine discussing St. Ignatius of Loyola’s 
prayer of examen, and Nathan Lee, founder of 
Send Musicians to Prison sharing stories and 
songs of lament and hope.

 Adult Formation
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Fr. Sammy Wood
Rector 

swood@stbs.net  

9 
lay teachers or 
facilitators for  

adult formation 
classes. 

5 
types of beer, 2 

ciders, and a variety 
of sparkling water 

sampled at Theology 
on Tap

ADULT FORMATION SNAPSHOT 

3	 	 New Life Groups 
7	 	 Women at Thursday Bible Study in the Fall 
120	          Total attendance at Theology on Tap 24 

new Life Group 
members 

Top left: Theology on Tap in the Garden. Bottom 
left: The Processing the Pandemic class last Fall 
in the gym. Above: Fr. Sammy teaching 
Grounded in the Gospel in the Nave

mailto:swood@stbs.net
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Community is the hull of the Barque of St. 
Bartholomew’s — our parish vision. Without a hull 
you can’t raise the sails and go anywhere. Fr. 
Sammy’s vision of the Barque included a new 
emphasis on Community Life as evidenced 
through the title change of staff member, Sally 
Chambers-Rhea from Director of Communications 
to Director of Community Life in 2021.  

Prayer 
Prayer continued to hold us together in 2021. The 
staff led Morning Prayer and Compline on 
Facebook Live on weekdays until June, when 
Morning Prayer was moved to the nave and 
Compline was paused until Advent. The St. B’s 
Daily was sent out each morning with prayers and 
reflections from various St. B’s staff and 
parishioners. Quiet Days returned in Advent, with 
Fr. Sammy leading reflections and Shannon Truss 
and Sally Chambers-Rhea providing prayer 
exercises. 

Communication 
As we became a hybrid community that gathers 
both in person and on-line, our communications 
also needed to evolve. The revival of QR codes 
helped us bridge the digital and print worlds on 
Sundays —still after the first half of 2021 a bulletin 
board full of posters was a sight for sore eyes. The 
Weekly email continues to connect who we are to 
what we do and serves as our primary source of 
information, followed by the website and social 
media. 

In Homes 
In 2021, we continued our new way of making 
space for God, prayer, and formation beyond 
Sunday through at-home-kits at our major turns in 
the liturgical year. Epiphany kits included sparklers, 
king cake recipes and supplies, and a yard sign. 
Lent kits included a candle, home-altar cloth 
(embroidered by Kathy Leo and edged by Laura 
Verner), prayer beads and a flower bulb. At Easter 
we passed out calendars to help us keep the feast 
for all 50 days! And finally our Advent kits revolved 
around the traditional Advent wreath. And of 
course all kits come with our seasonal playlists. 

Celebrations 
Pentecost picnics were held in back yards 
throughout the city in May. With some restrictions 
lifting through the summer, St. B’s was able to 
begin hosting in-person celebrations outside on 
campus. The beginning of August saw the send-
off party for three beloved staff, Fr. Charlie, 
Gaylene Latham (Nursery), and Phil Gaines 
(Nashville Fellow). The hospitality team led by 
Nancy Coleman, knocked it out of the park! At the 
end of August, we celebrated St. B’s Day with a 
donut trucks and garden games.  And in October 
the Feast of St. Francis was celebrated with the 
Blessing of the Animals, which was shortly 
followed by a Community Formation event at 10 
a.m. for All Hallow’s Eve. Finally, Advent brought 
the return of wreath making in the gym! A very 
special shout out to our hospitality team who 
continued to create a warm and inviting 
atmosphere, even with Covid protocols in place. 

Welcome and Hospitality 
A positive that came out of the pandemic was a 
renewed energy and emphasis on welcome and 
hospitality on a Sunday morning. September saw 
the launch of Welcome Teams, which are 
comprised of around 4 people who offer hospitality 
by serving coffee, greeting people in the parish hall 
and coffee station. In the narthex, our ushers and 
greeters continue to welcome parishioners as they 
enter into the nave for worship: Shout out to our 
ushers who also play a liturgical role. Additionally, 
Fr. Sammy and Renee hosted two in-person 
gatherings for newcomers outside at the Rectory.  

Pockets  
Beyond these large brush strokes, pockets of 
community flourished especially around fires. 
Second Tuesdays (for men) met around the fire-pit 
at the rectory and the S’more Community, led by 
Susan Houston met through the winter and fall on 
the patio by the bell. 

It was not always easy, but 2021 saw St. B’s 
continue to be creative in finding ways to move 
towards each other in community.

Community Life
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COMMUNITY LIFE SNAPSHOT 

242	 	 Families with Photos in Breeze, the church directory 
125	 	 Newcomers Cards 
250	 	 Participants in 16 backyards for Pentecost Picnics 
1200 		 Mini donuts consumed on St. B’s Day  
65	 	 Pumpkins for All Hallow’s Eve Community Formation 
24	 	 Advent Quiet Day participants 
60	 	 Advent Wreath kits 
375	 	 Instagram posts 
428	 	 Emails created (92 by Aidan Sullivan, Ministry Fellow) 
283	 	 Daily reflections written 
13	 	 Rector’s Digest 
111	 	 Zoom meetings 

Sally Chambers-Rhea 
Director of Community Life 

schambers@stbs.net 


Nancy Coleman 
Hospitality Team Lead 
nancy2@comcast.net 


Susan Houston 
S’more Community 

susanhous@gmail.com  

77 
Lent kits were 

either picked-up 
or delivered

216 
sparklers sent out into  
the city as part of the   

Epiphany kit 

23 
pets attended the 

Blessing of the 
Animals in October  

After extensive testing, the S'more Community have concluded that the most successful 
s'mores involved 1) marshmallows toasted over coals, not flames; and 2) McVitie's Digestive 
Biscuits (from the UK), with chocolate on one side. No Hershey bars are needed. We also 
discovered that toasting Marshmallow Peeps makes the sugar coating caramelize.

Below left: Some of the s’more community 
around the fire; Below right: the fall 
newcomer’s gathering at the rectory.

mailto:schambers@stbs.net
mailto:nancy2@comcast.net
mailto:susanhous@gmail.com
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Pastoral Care is one form of Christian 
service: ministries of direct in-person 
“emotional, social and spiritual support,” or, 
simply, care for and service to each other. At 
St. Bartholomew’s Church, pastoral care 
includes the following: Bereavement (funeral 
receptions), Manna (needed food for parish 
members and families of newborns), Praying 
People (prayer chain), Prayer Desk (face to 
face intercessory prayer), and Lay Eucharist 
Visitation (at home, in-hospital, in-prison 
Communion visits). Direction presently comes 
from the Rector to the Assistant to the Rector 
for Pastoral Care, Dorman Burtch and on to 
the individual lay leads for each ministry.


The Bereavement Ministry serves the needs 
and desires of families of deceased church 
members for receptions after funeral services. 
Shirley Garth, its lead: “In spite of several 
deaths in the parish family in 2021, the 
bereavement ministry did only one funeral 
reception. The combination of Covid and 
travel difficulties meant gatherings needed to 
be curtailed. I am blessed by the many people 
who willingly help with this ministry.”


Manna provides meals for individuals and 
families in the midst of illness or recovery and 
with meals for families right after childbirth or 
adoption using the App Take Them A Meal for 
scheduling and distribution. In 2021 75 total 
meals were delivered. This ministry’s lead is 
Mindy Mumme.  


The Prayer Desk offers confidential face to 
face intercessory prayer for individuals during 
regular church services. Lead Phyllis 
Xanthopoulos: “The Prayer Desk continued on 
Zoom from January through June with 12 
intercessors in the rotation. Once worship 
went back to in-person, without sign-in and 
with two services, we discontinued the Prayer 
Desk on Zoom because our intercessors 

returned to in-person worship.  We are 
currently waiting for protocols to lift enough 
that people feel comfortable praying in the 
close quarters that the Prayer Desk requires.”


Praying People are parish members ready at 
home for regular, continuing intercessory 
prayer of behalf of the needs of parishioners, 
their families, the church, neighbors and the 
community. Currently we have 78 parishioners 
joining voices for prayers in this ministry. 
During 2021 there were at least 137 initial 
requests for prayer with about three times 
that number for follow-ups and updates. Send 
prayer requests to prayer@stbs.net. 


Lay Eucharistic Visitors are volunteers 
appointed by the Rector, and licensed by our 
Bishop, to take communion to those unable 
to attend in-church services. It is a ministry of 
presence, healing, hope and community. 
Presently, this ministry has seven licensed 
Visitors. This year, due to Covid restrictions, 
in-person Communion visits were halted until 
fall. The first of 13 visits (25 receiving) started 
on October 29. In ministry to the DeBerry 
Special Needs Facility in West Nashville, 
Robert Smith posted over 100 pastoral 
interactions with inmates, staff and medical 
team members.


Pastoral Care

Heinrich Tischler and Dorman Burtch installed  
the new Columbarium section. We have a total of 

64 niches: 50 pre-paid and 14 vacancies.

mailto:prayer@stbs.net
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Dorman Burtch 
Assistant to the Rector for Pastoral Care 

pastoralcare@stbs.net  

Phyllis Xanthopoulos 
Prayer Desk & Vestry Liaison 

hpxanthop@aol.com 

Shirley Garth  
Bereavement Ministry 
ssgarth@yahoo.com  

Mindy Mumme 
Manna Ministry 

mindymumme@gmail.com  

Gaylene Latham
Nursery Director  
nursery@stbs.net  

PASTORAL CARE SNAPSHOT 
 
137	 	 Known requests for prayer 
25	 	 Pastoral home visits with Communion 
100	 	 Pastoral prison visits with Communion 
13	 	 Pastoral visits without Communion  
??	 	 Prayer Desk Sessions on Zoom  

	 	  

61 
meals provided for St. 

B’s parishioners 
in need

78 
members of the  

intercessory prayer 
group 

After over 30 years, Phyllis 
Xanthopolous is stepping down from 
leading the Prayer Desk Ministry. Pre-
COVID, intercessors would wait at 
kneelers in the alcoves on either side 
of the altar rail to pray with individuals 
after receiving communion. During 
COVID, she successfully transitioned 
the prayer desk to Zoom. While her 
leadership will be missed, we hope 

her words of comfort, and encouragement will stay at the desks for 
years to come. If you are interested in coordinating this essential 
ministry or if you are willing to be a monthly intercessor, please 
contact Butch at pastoralcare@stbs.net. 

A second candle 
rack was 

purchased in 
memory of 

Vernon Alexander 
& Shirley 

Jackson. The 
candles 

continued to be a 
favorite place to 

stop after 
communion.

mailto:pastoralcare@stbs.net
mailto:hpxanthop@aol.com
mailto:ssgarth@yahoo.com
mailto:mindymumme@gmail.com
mailto:nursery@stbs.net
mailto:pastoralcare@stbs.net
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Our Love in Action Ministries set sail in 2020!  
Our leadership included Nancy Cason, Assistant 
to the Rector for Justice Ministries; John Allen 
and Ruth Wassynger, chair and vice-chair of the 
Mission & Outreach Committee; and the Rev. 
Serena Sides, our Associate Rector.


• Mission & Outreach donated almost 10% 
of the church’s budget to organizations 
meeting the physical and spiritual needs of 
individuals in Nashville and internationally. 
Some of these partners apply each year for 
committed funds and others receive funds 
from M&O’s discretionary account. Through 
your generosity, M&O responded with funds 
to the natural disasters in Waverly, TN, Haiti, 
and Kentucky, among others. It also 
continued its work on developing new 
policies for giving. One highlight of the year 
was welcoming back our overseas 
missionaries, Mark and Susan Powell, during 
the summer.


• Our Justice Ministries welcomed over 35 
St. B’s members and friends to St. B’s for 
the Diocese’s ten-week Sacred Ground 
Dialogues on race and faith in fall 2021. 
Separately, twelve parishioners participated 
in an online version of Sacred Ground in 
early 2021. Justice Ministries also conducted 
a book study on Generous Justice by Tim 
Keller in August 2021 and began 2021 with 
the Diocese’s Walk in Love to commemorate 
the bombing of the home of Z. Alexander 
Looby near Fisk University. Our Justice 

Ministries also worked on prioritizing their 
efforts to focus on education, community 
relationships, and advocacy. 


• Parish Engagement: Through the efforts of 
M&O, Justice Ministries, and our Room in 
the Inn Team led by Matt and Annie Poag, 
scores of St. B’s parishioners engaged in our 
community. In the spring, Beth Heimburger, 
Mimi Heldman, and Janey Ward coordinated 
all aspects of gift baskets for Thistle Farm 
Residential graduates. We continued with 
our monthly Saturday night hosting of guests 
through Room in the Inn during the winter 
months through March 2021. New in 2021 
were monthly volunteer opportunities with 
ShowerUp Nashville, a mobile shower unit 
offering showers to those who are 
unhoused, and The Branch of Nashville, a 
food distribution center. We also came 
alongside Strong Tower Bible Church in their 
effort to supply food and holiday items to 
those in need in November and December. 


• Our Creation Care saw a return to 
composting in fall 2021 after a pandemic 
hiatus. 


• We introduced the Love in Action monthly 
email highlighting St. B’s in the community; 
volunteer opportunities; and information 
about critical justice and mercy issues in 
Nashville and more broadly. Our webpage 
under “Action” is also updated regularly and 
we encourage you to check in out!


Love In Action

John Allen
M&O Committee Chair 

mission@stbs.net 

Ruth Wassynger
Vice Chair 

mission@stbs.net 

Matt Poag 
Room in the Inn 

riti@stbs.net  

Nancy Cason 
Assistant to the Rector for 

Justice Ministries 
ncason@stbs.net 

Rev. Serena Sides 
Associate Rector 

Staff Liaison ssides@stbs.net  

Andrew Smithen
Vestry M&O Liaison 

smithena@hotmail.com  

Kim Strickland
Vestry Justice Liaison 

kimstrick321@comcast.net 

mailto:mission@stbs.net
mailto:mission@stbs.net
mailto:riti@stbs.net
mailto:ncason@stbs.net
mailto:ssides@stbs.net
mailto:smithena@hotmail.com
mailto:kimstrick321@comcast.net
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MISSION & OUTREACH SNAPSHOT 
 
9	 	 Love in Action Emails  
24	 	 Volunteers with Strong Tower Bible Church with holiday food boxes 
264	 	 Overnight guests with RITI  
15	 	 Categories of items collected for St. Luke’s 
25	 	 Parishioners helped assemble gift baskets for Thistle Farms 

St. B’s Mission Partners in 2021

Susan and Mark Powell with Barnabas International 
Dana and Dave Mennen with Bridges International 

Don Paul Gross with Intervarsity Christian Fellowship 
Nathan Lee with Send Musicians to Prison 

New Life Restoration Ministries (Kenya) 
Young Life Urban Ministry of Nashville 

Thistle Farms Residential Program 
St. Luke’s Community Center 
Family Reconciliation Center

Siloam Family Health Center 

Open Table of Nashville 
Rooftop Foundation 

Charis Ministries 
Room in the Inn 

35 
Sacred Ground  

participants 

60 
volunteers for the 

Branch of Nashville & 
Shower Up Nashville 

12 
baskets overflowing  
with gifts for Thistle 
Farm Residential 

graduates 

John Allen (chair) 
Ruth Wassynger (vice-

chair) 
John Andrade 
Keith Bordeaux 
Michelle Bradley 

Mavis Harrop 
Rachel Kelly 
David Logan 

Patrick McGirt 
Gary Mumme 

Sam Vo 

2021 Committee Members:

Top to bottom: St. B’s participants in the Diocesan Walk in Love 
March; volunteers at the Branch of Nashville; volunteers at Shower Up
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Evangelism 

Our Share the Gospel ministry offered three 
notable programs in 2021.  

Yard signs were distributed with Epiphany kits in 
January to the parish. The small signs literally 
offered a word of “Hope” to our neighborhoods 
and city.   

The St. B’s community participated in May 2021 
in Thy Kingdom Come, the worldwide Anglican 
Communion’s call for all Christians to pray for 
more people to come to know the love and peace 
of Jesus Christ.  

Rev. Serena also lead a Bible study in fall 2021 
called Sharing the Gospel in Acts of the 
Apostles. This class encouraged parishioners to 
learn lessons of evangelism (listening, sharing, 
inviting, and trusting God) from the stories of the 
first Christians in Acts. Evangelism also includes 
the ministry of “invite and welcome” and we 
moved forward with newcomer events and 
welcome teams (described more under 
Community Life).  

We also began, with the Facilities Committee, to 
think about updating some signage around our 
property to create a more inviting and welcoming 
environment.  

Rev. Serena Sides 
Associate Rector 
ssides@stbs.net  

Russ Heldman
Vestry Liaison 

judgeruss@comcast.net 

EVANGELISM SNAPSHOT 
 
65	   Yard signs of “hope” were distributed during Epiphany 
35	   Participants in the Evangelism class 

	 	  

Top: one of our Epiphany 
yard signs on display. 
Bottom: Rev. Serena 

teaching her Evangelism 
class in the Nave.

mailto:ssides@stbs.net
mailto:judgeruss@comcast.net
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The South Sudanese congregation returned to in-
person worship in 2021, first in the Nave and then 
back in their familiar and beloved Wallace Hall. Fr. 
Sammy, Fr. Charlie, and Rev. Serena celebrates 
the Eucharist with them twice a month, but the 
congregation is much more than that. he South 
Sudanese family meets every single Sunday led 
by their own pastors in worship in Dinka.  

In 2021, Fr. Sammy met regularly with John Ajith 
and Peter Mangok, continuing work begun by Fr. 
Travis Hines to prepare them for ordination to the 
priesthood. After completing a course of 
theological study in Anglican Doctrine, Fr. Sammy 
formally recommended to Bishop Bauerschmidt 
and to Bishop Nhial of South Sudan that Pastors 
John and Peter be ordained to the diaconate in 

the Episcopal Church of South Sudan as a step 
towards ordination to the priesthood.  

At the suggestion of Bishop John and Fr. Jody 
Howard, our diocesan Canon to the Ordinary, Fr. 
Sammy also started work with Pastors Peter and 
John and the South Sudanese Parish Council to 
explore establishment of the South Sudanese 
congregation as a formal Parochial Mission of St. 
Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church. This would not 
separate the South Sudanese in any way — what 
it does, rather, is allow the community to choose a 
patron and gain greater visibility in the Diocese, 
enable them to have voice and vote at Diocesan 
convention and on our parish vestry, and exist as 
a congregation with its own gravity and integrity in 
the Diocese. 

Fr. Sammy Wood
Rector 

swood@stbs.net 

John Ajith
Lay Pastor 

jajith@stbs.net 

Peter Mangok 
Lay Pastor 

pmangok@stbs.net  

Beth Heimburger
Vestry Liaison  

bethheimburger@gmail.com   

 The South Sudanese

23 
years of worshipping 

at St. B’s in their  
native tongue 

Left: right:  Members of the South Sudanese council and task force. 
The South Sudanese community with Fr. Charlie on his last Sunday. 

mailto:swood@stbs.net
mailto:jajith@stbs.net
mailto:pmangok@stbs.net
mailto:bethheimburger@gmail.com
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At the close of the 2020-2021 school year, as a 
staff we were so optimistic! We just completed a 
very challenging school year we had faced. 
COVID numbers were declining and we planned a 
full slate of calendar activities. Summer came and 
we spent time sprucing up our space and hosting 
families during Open Playground days. In early 
August, we met together for our annual staff 
retreat weekend. Every staff member who worked 
during the 2020-2021 school year returned for 
another year. 

As the school year approached, another COVID 
surge emerged and sadly, we moved back into 
mitigation mode. Events were put on hold, 
temperatures were taken and masks were back 
on. We did attempt to take a few “half steps” 
forward. We moved from a car line to an in the 
building drop off and pick up. It is so wonderful to 
have parents back in the building! We have also 
been able to gather together again for chapel. We 
have loved having our whole school together 
worshipping and learning from Rev. Serena in 
chapel. 

The school board and staff continue to pivot as 
needed and have been more than willing to adapt 
and adjust. Things continue to look different, but 
the heart and the spirit are the same.  We are 
working hard to develop every child in every area-
spiritual, physical, cognitive and emotional.  

Our hope is intact, and we look forward with 
hopeful anticipation for the days we can build our 
community together, in lots of ways. 

The Preschool and P.D.O.
Kelly Hull
Director 

stbspreschool@stbs.net 

Erin Shankel 
Vestry Liaison 

erin.shankel@belmont.edu 

Jill Alexander 
Susy Anderson 
Wendy Bowling 
Sydney Burris 
Meredith Cade 
Ruth Carleton 
Kathy Colvard 
Jennifer Duffey 

Himmie Gustafson 
Connie Hartzell 
Tracey Jarrard 
Ellen Johnson 
Claire Linehan 

Mary Hurt Sorrell 
Ashley Wheatley 

Amy Wirdzek 

Preschool & PDO  
Board of Directors 

Bob Garth, Chair 
Andrea Sullivan, Treasurer 

Deen Logan, Secretary 
Anne-Haley Poag, Parent Rep 

Preschool & PDO Staff

Preschool teachers and children 
gather for chapel with Rev. Serena

mailto:stbspreschool@stbs.net
mailto:erin.shankel@belmont.edu
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PRESCHOOL SNAPSHOT 
 
98	 	 Students 
75	 	 Families 
16	 	 Staff 
Countless 	 Temperatures taken  

The Gallery 

Allison Hardwick, Gallery Manager, safely returned in 
2021 to handing out Tootsie Rolls to children who 
could say “please” and “thank you.” The Gallery also 
continued to stock books, cards, and art created by 
St. B’s parishioners. In November, Allison organized 
another festive and successful Art & Craft Fair. 
Twenty-two vendors (all from St. B’s) sold a variety of 
home-made items including photos, paintings, 
leather goods, stitched and knitted goods, 
ornaments, wreaths, and more. Proceeds benefited 
the Gallery.  

19 
bags of tootsie rolls 

consumed by 
children and handed 

out by Allison  

Top Left: preschool dress in in crowns and robes for Epiphany. 
Top Right: Parents gather outside for Preschool graduation. 

Bottom Left: Allison with her basket of tootsie Rolls.
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Jazzercise 

Jazzercise has been led by Mary Helen Yarborough 
for over 14 years at St. B's. Eight classes a week 
are offered, six days a week, and bring in an 
intergenerational mix of women and men from all 
over Nashville. Covid brought multiple changes 
requiring new ways of doing things and Mary Helen 
adapted. By the end of 2021, Jazzercise was back 
to a complete in-person schedule and is still 
being live-streamed from our gym!  Mary Helen 
continues to tithe and is thrilled to be a part of life 
at St. B's. 

$3480 
was tithed by St. B's Soccer 

Academy to support 2 
students and 2 teachers 

through New Life  
Restoration Ministries.

125 
number of people 
who participated in 

Jazzercise classes at 
St. B’s 

Facility Engagement 
St. B’s Soccer Academy  

Established in 2008, St. Bartholomew's Soccer Academy, led by Charles 
Morrow and Kevin Burk, has used the fields on our grounds to help children 
develop interpersonal skills (teamwork, problem-solving, communication) as 
well as have fun and progressively challenge young players in the 
fundamentals of the game. In 2021, with CDC guidelines and protocols still 
in place, SBSA was able to have great sessions in both the Spring and Fall, 
each of which had 225 participants involved. St. B's families can pre-register 
for SBSA seasons the week before general registration opens.  

41 
number of years Mary 

Helen has been 
teaching Jazzercise, 
14 of them at St. B’s 

225 
number of children 

registered for St. B’s 
Soccer Academy 
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Additional Independent Contractors  
non-staff 

Susan Houston, Bulletin 
Justin Cole, A/V Assistant 

Matt Chambers-Rhea, A/V Assistant 
Charles Morrow and Kevin Burk,  

St. B’s Soccer Academy Coaches 
6 Nursery Workers

On December 30,  
Fr. Sammy 

announced that 
February 6, 2022 
would be his last 

Sunday as Rector as 
his family would be 

moving to NYC 

St. B’s 2021 Staffing 

Full Time  

Fr. Sammy Wood, Rector 
Rev. Serena Sides, Assoc. Rector 

Sally Chambers-Rhea, Director of Community Life 
Meredith Flynn, Director of Children Formation 
Kelly Hull, Preschool & PDO Director 
Alysha Moroni, Director of Youth Formation 
David Madeira, Director of Music Ministry 
Teresa Robinson, Parish Administrator 

Part Time 
 
Fr. Charlie Hall, Asst. to the Rector (Through July 31) 
Gaylene Latham, Nursery Director (Through July 31 ) 
Emily Newton, Nursery Director (Beginning September 1) 
Jane Metcalfe, Organist 
Elizabeth Mullins, Administrative Assistant (Through May 21) 
Sharon Cort, Administrative Assistant (Beginning November 9) 
Matthew Shepherd, Audio Visual Director 
Phil Gaines, Nashville Fellow (Through July 15) 
Aidan Sullivan, Ministry Fellow (Beginning October 12 ) 

Volunteer 
 
Fr. Dave Wilson, Assisting Priest (ret.) 
Fr. Stu Phillips, Assisting Priest (ret.) 
Nancy Cason, Asst. to the Rector for Justice Ministries 
Dorman Burtch, Asst. to the Rector for Pastoral Care 
Beverly Mahan, Asst. to the Rector for Liturgy & Head Verger 
Allison Hardwick, Gallery Manager  
Julia McGirt, Organist Emerita 
James Wilson, Seminarian & Pastoral Intern (Through August) 

Top: Alysha Moroni and Meredith 
Flynn  creatively carrying Pageant 

costumes downstairs.  Bottom: Fr. 
Sammy with Fr. Charlie Hall, Gaylene 

Latham, and Phil Gaines  as they 
finished their tenure on the staff. 
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