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This Annual Report for 2019 at St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church is more than a simple record of the 
countless hours spent by a family of talented 
individuals, both lay and clergy, doing the work of 
ministry of this parish. It is a historical record of how 
God has worked among us and through us these 
past twelve months — and speaking as a guy with a 
seat right up front, it’s been a sight to see!


Just think a moment about all that happened here in 
2019 —


• Your overwhelming response to the Ezekiel 
Challenge


• Some long-deferred maintenance to our 
facilities, plus new paint and polish to make 
the place shine


• A successful second annual pledge 
campaign


• New leaders being raised up, including a 
brand new priest in Fr. Charlie and two new 
licensed Lay Pastors from our South 
Sudanese community


• Another year of growth in Christian formation 
for our of children


• My family’s move into the Rectory

• A new chapter of small group ministry with 

the birth of Life Groups

• Changes to our Sunday service schedule 

(twice!), and lots more public prayer

• Our inaugural session of Adult Formation 

offerings

• The advent of an exciting new vision for 

Creation Care

• Continued excellence from the Preschool, 

PDO, and Homeschool Tutorial


And more! It’s enough to make a rector’s head spin 
(and bow in thanksgiving).


Laying out a vision for expanded Christian formation 
last fall, I said my prayer was for everything we do as 
a parish to serve three aims: Help us think with the 
mind of Jesus, love with the heart of Jesus, and serve 
with the hands of Jesus. As you read this report, I 
hope it’s clear God is busy answering that prayer. For 
your part in achieving these milestones, I am 
humbled and exceedingly grateful. And I can’t wait to 
see what God will do in 2020 and beyond.


I urge you to read carefully the reports from your 
wardens, the treasurer, and the various ministry 

heads in this document. As always, I stand ready to 
speak directly with you about the course of our life 
here. I’m grateful for your participation in the Annual 
Meeting, for your faithfulness in worship, for all you 
mean to this parish family, and for the privilege to 
continue to serve as one of your priests. May God 
continue to bless our common life together. With 
deep affection,


Your rector,


Fr. Sammy Wood 
Rector


From the Rector

Fr. Sammy and Flannery inspect the 
foundation of the patio on the rectory. 



5

Parish Overview

     22779		 Total Attendance at Principal Services 

          417  	 Average Sunday Attendance 

	 110  	 Ordination to the Priesthood for Fr. Charlie Attendance 

	  211  	 Morning & Evening Prayer Total Attendance 

	    20   	 Visitors & Newcomers Cards 

	    11    	 Baptisms 

	    15 		 Confirmations 

	       1    	 Marriage 

	       5 	 Deaths 

	       5		 Births 

	   591	 Adult Members & Participants 

	   364	 Households 

	   204	 Children, Infants - 6th grade 

	   109	 Youth, 7th - 12th grade 

	        9	 Full Time Staff 

	      10	 Part Time Staff 

	        4  	 Volunteer Staff 

	      77 	 Volunteers Serving in Leadership 
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What a gift and joy to have served as your wardens 
this past year!  And what an active year it has been!  

As your vestry, we have prayed and watched this 
year for clarity of vision around who we most deeply 
are as the body of St. B’s. Though we have found 
ourselves repeatedly humbled in our efforts to 
understand our deep mystery, we have at least 
uncovered a some signs of our unique beauty and 
calling.  What are these signs?


Sanctuary 
One image that we have consistently returned to is 
the idea that we, “like living stones,” are being built 
into a living sanctuary of the triune God who dwells 
in us—a place of refuge where all who enter can find 
hope, healing, and space to grow in Jesus’s love.  


Feasting 
In the safety and sacredness of sanctuary, we feast 
at one table in worship despite our manifold 
diversity.  


Formation 
As we are fed in worship, we are formed through 
practices of study, rhythms of prayer, and works of 
love in life together under God.


Mission  
As we are formed in the way of Jesus, we are then 
sent on mission to join the Spirit in unveiling beauty 
and healing in Nashville and beyond.  


Sanctuary, Feasting, Formation, and Mission …  
Just as the redeemed Peter addresses in his first 
epistle, we “are being built into a spiritual house to 
be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ." It is fitting 
this year that the transformation of heart we are 
experiencing has been accompanied by a 
revitalization of the facilities that house our inner life 
together. To give one example,  the ministry house 
was converted to a rectory so that Father Sammy 
and his family might literally dwell among us.  


With the recent completion of the Wallace Hall 
renovation project, the “facility shuffle” phase of our 
development plan is complete. Our facilities 

committee has labored hard to improve lighting, 
security, and aesthetics so that our space and 
sanctuary can be welcoming, safe, lovely, and 
useful.  


The Vestry also reorganized the framework of liaison 
roles to align with the church’s current organizational 
structure and ministry focuses.  For instance, there 
is now a Liaison to Creation Care and a Liaison to 
the South Sudanese Congregation. 


In this new year, may we continue to experience 
God’s bountiful goodness, may we be increasingly 
surrendered to the “living Stone,” and may we find 
ourselves shining in the light of God’s weighty and 
glorious presence in us.


Sr. Warden

Vestry Members 
Andy Michel, Sr. Warden* 	
Gretchen Abernathy, Jr. Warden 

Pat Bowlby* (Archives & Research) 
Molly Cole (Creation Care & Youth Formation) 
Brea Cox (Worship) 
Winston Edwards (Facilities Management) 
Heather James (Children’s Formation) 
Yvonne Poindexter* (Preschool, Tutorial, S. 
Sudanese) 
Brian Roark (Facilities Engagement) 
Andrew Smithen* (Mission & Outreach) 
Andrea Sullivan (Adult Formation) 
Phyllis Xanthopoulos (Staff, Gallery, Pastoral Care) 
Beth Ramsay, Clerk** 
David West, Jr., Treasurer 

  *term finishes January 2020 
 **resigning in 2020 

2019 Notes: Steven Heaston stepped down. 
Based on election results at the 2019 Annual 

Meeting, Andrew Smithen assumed Steve’s vestry 
position. Andrew is eligible to stand for an 

additional three-year term.

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him—you 
also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
1 Peter 2:4-5  
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David West     
Andrea Sullivan 

Pat Bowlby 

Andy Michel 
Fr. Sammy Wood 

lock-up for 

59 
services

 

12 
   regular meetings, 2 

dinners, 2 retreats, 2 ad 
hoc meetings,1 service 
project, & countless 

emails/texts/calls 

 

12 
out of 12 members 
pledged for 2020 

Human Resources Subcommittee

VESTRY SNAPSHOT 
 
24   Regular, standing meetings for the wardens	  
6     Urgent email votes with 24-hour turn-around time 
12   Members, plus an elected clerk & treasurer 
3     Years Beth Ramsay has served as clerk	  
2     Luncheons hosted for the staff  
	 	  

Top,: vestry 
members 

helping out on 
St. B’s Day. 
Middle: new 
lights in the 

parking lot with 
money from 
the Ezekiel 
Challenge. 
Bottom: the 
roof goes up 

on the porch of 
the rectory.  
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Likely no one opening this report turned eagerly to 
this section. Money is a topic few people enjoy 
talking about, and to focus on financial issues to the 
exclusion of the spiritual work taking place in our 
parish would be a grave error. However, there are 
fiscal realities that must be addressed to support 
that work.


2019 Recap  

We ended the year in a better financial position than 
we started. While the parish’s financial situation did 
not change dramatically in 2019, there were 
incremental improvements in several areas. 


• General Fund Giving: Giving to the general 
fund increased by 7% over 2018 and was the 
highest level in at least 10 years. 

• Additional Giving: In addition to the increase 
in general fund giving, we received a large gift 
which the parish generously responded to 
through the Ezekiel Challenge. 

• Reserve fund: In 2019 the vestry approved 
the creation of a cash reserve fund. This reserve 
provides funds to cover some of the anticipated 
cash shortfalls that result over the course of the 
year given monthly variability in giving.  

2020 Projections 

We start 2020 with a sense of optimism about our 
ability to pursue the work God has called us to.


• Budget: Our 2020 budget currently projects a 
very modest increase over 2019 (3% over actual 
giving). We are open to this budget 
incrementally expanding or contracting and will 
reevaluate it as the first quarter draws to a 
close.


• Church Management System: In early 2020 
we will begin the process of rolling out a new 
church management system. This will allow us 
to aggregate several functions while reducing 
costs. Another benefit is that donors will have 
secure access to their giving and pledge data. 

A Note on Pledging 

• Pledges: In late 2018 we began a more 
intentional focus on stewardship and joined the 
majority of Episcopal churches in implementing 
a pledge process.  For 2019, 102 pledges were 
made, totaling $769,708, and we received 
$745,163 from those that pledged. For 2020, 
137 pledges were made, totaling $993,334. 

At St. B’s we have a small group (staff, vestry, 
finance committee) that takes responsibility for 
these issues and provides periodic updates to the 
community. Pledging is the best way you can help 
this group. To be clear, giving is absolutely a spiritual 
activity–it is between you and God. Pledging is a 
budget activity. When you pledge a specific dollar 
amount to the general fund, you make known your 
intention to support the community as God has led 
you and as He provides. 


On the whole, pledges are an important determinant 
of parish finances. They allow us to make decisions 
in an informed context and ensure good 
stewardship of parish resources. If you have not yet 
pledged, please prayerfully consider doing so.


Financial

David West, Jr.
Treasurer
treasurer@stbs.net  

Finance Committee  
Bob Garth 
Andrew Kintz 
Kara Smith 
Fr. Sammy Wood, Rector 
Andy Michel, Sr. Warden 

mailto:treasurer@stbs.net
mailto:treasurer@stbs.net
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84  
jumbo rolls of 

 toilet paper ordered 

we spent over

2020	Budget

Personnel $890,344.34 59%

Parish	
Opera8ons $219,826.04 15%

Office $48,430.00 3%

Communica8ons $13,643.96 1%

Special	Events	
and	Clergy $19,804.96 1%

Worship $17,451.00 1%

Discipleship $23,642.72 2%

Ministries $150,299.00 10%

Mission	and	
Outreach $125,000.00 8%

Total $1,508,442.02

Compared to Plan 

Reality

Plan

$0 $516,667 $1,033,333 $1,550,000

$1,489,216

$1,474,181

$1,489,216

$1,466,610

Income Expense

Compared to Last Year

2019

2018

$0 $500,000 $1,000,000 $1,500,000

$1,450,421

$1,474,181

$1,369,423

$1,466,610

Income Expense

 

90  
bottles of port wine 

purchased 
for communion

130  
rolls of trash bags 

ordered 
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“The concept in the New Testament that describes 
and defines what it means to be a servant before Christ 
is the word stewardship. What Is Biblical Stewardship?" 
—R.C. Sproul 

The Stewardship Team was recommissioned for 2019 
to continue the process of building a culture of 
generosity and philanthropy at St. B’s. Talking about 
money, material and physical assets, and how we 
steward these gifts to serve is the purpose of the team.   

The team prayed and did its homework in considering 
practices that would encourage and engage the body 
in understanding what it means to trust God with all our 
material resources, possessions, gifts, and talents. We 
worked closely with the vestry, rector, and staff. 

Two important beliefs that guide our work:  

• Stewardship is about much more than money.  
However, sharing our financial resources is a gift and 
opportunity to engage in ministry. Giving financially is 
an important aspect of serving and advancing God’s 
kingdom on earth.   

• The team realizes the importance of the act of 
pledging to help the vestry, rector and staff develop 
and operate within a budget for the work of the 
parish. Sound planning is also a part of faithful 
stewardship.  We believe part of our commission is to 
prayerfully consider how to continue conversations 
about giving at St. B’s. 

Our team celebrates the conversations that families and 
individuals are having as we all prayerfully consider our 
commitment to faithful stewardship of all that God has 
given. We are extremely grateful for the response and 
feedback this year and look forward to our journey in 
generosity in 2020.  

Stewardship 

Rodger Dinwiddie (Chair) 
Fr. Sammy Wood (Rector)


Gretchen Abernathy

Sally Chambers-Rhea


Jay Ellis

Anna Fields

Bob Garth


Andrew Kintz


Brian Roark

Zac Settle

Phil Shay


David West, Jr.


Rodger Dinwiddie
Stewardship Chair

prdinwiddie@starsnashville.org

Fr. Sammy Wood
Rector

swood@stbs.net  

Pledged Dollar Amounts

$0

$250,000

$500,000

$750,000

$1,000,000

2018 Pledged 2018 Actual 2019 Pledged

$993,334.00

$745,163.00$769,708.00

Number of Pledging Donors

0

50

100

150

2018 Pledged 2018 Actual 2019 Pleged

137

96102

Stewardship Team  

mailto:prdinwiddie@starsnashville.org
mailto:swood@stbs.net
mailto:prdinwiddie@starsnashville.org
mailto:swood@stbs.net
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 The Ezekiel Challenge

83  
Ezekiel donors

$59,900 
raised during the  
Ezekiel Challenge 

EZEKIEL FUNDED PROJECTS  
• The “facility shuffle” of staff office space and 

adult formation room conversions


• Gym refurbishment project (painting and 
floor refinishing)


• Gallery renovation project


• Nursery staffing needed in the context of the 
new Sunday morning architecture


• Rising healthcare benefit costs for our staff


• Campus safety assessment and security 
systems upgrades (coming soon)


• Deepening partnership with our South 
Sudanese congregation, including teaching 
and formation ministry efforts


• Creation Care projects, including 
composting on our campus and adding a 
second dishwasher


	 	 


Andy Michel 
Senior Warden 

srwarden@stbs.net 

Gretchen Abernathy  
Junior Warden 

 jrwarden@stbs.net   

Thus says the LORD GOD to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the 
LORD. 

Ezekiel 37:5-6 

We are especially grateful to the parish for your hearty 
support of the Ezekiel Challenge! 


In the spring, Fr. Sammy and the wardens challenged 
the parish to raise $30,000 over and above our 
operations budget (and regular pledges), not just to 
maintain, but to grow areas like our program offerings, 
facilities, and staff. The Challenge grew out of a single 
gift from one parish family God led to invest $100,000 in 
the new life they saw growing at St. B’s. 


The St. B's family raised almost twice the desired 
amount! Donations ranged from $10 to $5000. Eighty-
three households invested in the new life growing in our 
parish. 


Funds raised through this effort enabled us to support 
the projects, persons, and partnerships listed to the 
right. 

Painting the gym with funds from the  
Ezekiel Challenge 

mailto:6105deerbrook@gmail.com
mailto:jrwarden@stbs.net
mailto:6105deerbrook@gmail.com
mailto:jrwarden@stbs.net
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In 2019, the Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs), 
acolytes, thurifers, and vergers settled into a new 
routine under Fr. Sammy’s leadership. All are to be 
commended for their dedication to assisting the 
clergy and congregation in worship and 
communion.


All Sunday services were verged by Roger or Bev, 
with two exceptions. On those two Sundays, Pam 
MacArthur and Kara Smith filled in ably and 
commendably. All Lent, Holy Week, and Christmas 
Eve services were served by LEMs, acolytes, 
thurifers, and vergers.


The head verger served at the funerals for Leslie 
Ewing and Steve Tidwell.


As for recruitment and training, three LEMs and 
thirteen acolytes were added to the rosters, trained 
by the head verger and supported by Roger 
McCoy. Five youth were recruited and trained as 
thurifers, and all others were retrained by Roger 
and Bev. Several LEMs received training from 
Roger and Bev for new roles, particularly that of 
subdeacon. One acolyte, Jack Flynn, received a 
silver cross from the congregation in thanks for 
over five years of service.


The head verger participated in weekly conference 
calls and attended the weekly senior staff 
meetings. She attended the day-long staff retreat, 
staff meetings with the vestry and wardens, a 
planning meeting with the heads of the usher 
ministry, Holy Week planning meetings, and hosted 
a liturgical planning meeting with clergy and the 
music director. She was an ad hoc member of the 

facilities committee that oversaw the move of the 
Wood family to the rectory and the reassignment of 
offices, and the safety committee that sought to 
implement recommended changes to policies and 
procedures. She taught a session of an adult 
formation class, offered a children’s homily, and 
gave the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd a tour 
of the sacristy and sanctuary. She served as verger 
for a Lessons and Carols service at Cumberland 
University, hosted by the Church of the Epiphany, 
Lebanon. 


A special privilege in 2019 was hosting the 
ordination of Charlie Hall to the priesthood. Both 
vergers helped plan the complex liturgy that 
included many visiting clergy. Roger McCoy did a 
heroic job of verging the service, and received the 
thanks and admiration of all involved.


Finally, the head verger volunteered to lead St. B’s 
effort to host the 2020 diocesan convention to be 
held in January. Fifteen convention-related 
meetings appeared on her calendar from April-
December. The staff, vestry, and volunteers have 
worked tirelessly with her to prepare our facilities to 
receive up to 275 guests. To that end, many dollars 
and hours have been spent, culminating in two 
volunteer work days. Those days were brilliantly 
organized by Sally Chambers-Rhea. Come January, 
volunteers from our community will ensure that the 
work of the diocese is completed and that St. 
Bartholomew’s Church continues its ministries of 
welcome and service.


Bev Mahan, Head Verger  
verger@stbs.net 

Beth Ramsay, Readers 
beth.ramsay1@gmail.com 

Tim Villager, 8:30 Ushers 
timv@realtracs.com  

Tom Hutchinson, 10:30 Ushers 
thutchinson16@yahoo.com 

Sue Pichert, Greeters 
spichert@yahoo.com 

Thorunn McCoy, Altar Guild 
tmccoy@email.usn.org 

Mavis Harrop, Flower Guild 
mavise@me.com  

Brea Cox, Vestry Liaison  
breacox@att.net  

 Liturgy 

mailto:verger@stbs.net
mailto:beth.ramsay1@gmail.com
mailto:timy@realtracs.com
mailto:thutchinson16@yahoo.com
mailto:spichert@yahoo.com
mailto:tmccoy@email.usn.org
mailto:mavise@me.com
mailto:breacox@att.net
mailto:verger@stbs.net
mailto:beth.ramsay1@gmail.com
mailto:timy@realtracs.com
mailto:thutchinson16@yahoo.com
mailto:spichert@yahoo.com
mailto:tmccoy@email.usn.org
mailto:mavise@me.com
mailto:breacox@att.net
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LITURGY SNAPSHOT 
 
32	 	 Lay Eucharistic Ministers 
25	 	 Acolytes 
11	 	 Crucifers 
9	 	 Thurifers 
2	            Vergers 
3	 	 Festal Processions 
4	 	 Banner Bearers 
1	 	 New silver wine cruet 
18	 	 Altar Guild Members 
9	 	 Flower Guild Members 
2	 	 Embroidery Guild Members 
52	 	 Readers 
33	 	 Ushers 
33	 	 Greeters 
24	 	 Prayer Desk Intercessors 
40	 	 Minutes to iron and roll the 14 ft. Fair Linen  
8	 	 Day of Reconciliation Attendance 
904  	 	 Easter Sunday Attendance  
693 	 	 Christmas Attendance 
41 	 	 Blessing of the Animals Attendance 
104  	 	 Wednesday Eucharist total Attendance 

850 
linens laundered by the  

Altar Guild

53+  
flower & greenery 

arrangements 
on the altar 

10 
parishioners offered 

vocational symbols during 
the Harvest procession

70  
 bulletins created by 

Susan Houston.  
11 in December 

alone. 

Parishioner Kathy Leo embroidered a stole with matching burse and chalice 
veil. She also repaired other vestments for Fr. Sammy and the clergy. Kathy 
and Susan Houston compose our embroidery guild.  
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The music ministry continues to enjoy an 
abundance of talented people generously giving 
of their time and energy to add beauty and joy to 
our worship and community life.  In 2019 St. B’s 
music ministry was invited to lead worship at 
Christ Church Cathedral for the Feast of Absalom 
Jones, a diocesan-wide event hosted by the 
Beloved Community. The Chamber Singers 
closed their season with evensong on the Feast 
of the Ascension, and our own violinist Bethany 
Bordeaux presented a summer concert featuring 
many of our musicians.


All Saints Evensong continues to draw good 
attendance, and this year was the second year of 
Advent Lessons & Carols since it was moved to 
an evening service, with increased attendance 
over last year, including many from outside our 
parish. The Family Christmas Concert remains a 
well-attended community event and a highlight of 
the holiday season.


Our children’s music program, now called Joyful 
Noise, experienced a transition as organist Julia 
McGirt passed the leadership of the program to 
Pam Goodenough. Joyful Noise now meets on 
Sunday evenings from 5 to 6 and is a well-
rounded music education program. Children learn 
to read and write music, are introduced to 

important composers and hymns, chant Psalms, 
prepare offerings for worship, and learn many 
fundamental concepts related to music-making 
and leading worship.


The music ministry has welcomed very talented 
teenagers into its ranks this year, with several 
members of St. B’s youth now serving on the 
regular Sunday morning rotation. In addition, our 
liturgical dance troupe is now helmed by St. B’s 
youth Emmaline Weedman, who choreographed a 
dance to one of the selections at Lessons & 
Carols.


Challenges facing the music ministry in 2020:


• Loft Space: As reported last year, loft 
space remains an issue due to a continually-
growing choir and the introduction of new 
instruments into the loft. For the first time in 
2019, special services had to be conceived 
as either choir or band-led as it has become 
increasingly difficult to utilize both choir and 
instrumentalists in the same service.


• Core instrumentalists / engineers 
needed: While we have been adding new and 
different instruments such as strings and 
woodwinds to the loft, there is an ongoing 
need for core band instrumentalists—
especially drummers and bassists—in our 
roster. Additionally, volunteers are needed 
who would be interested in be trained on our 
audio system to assist in running sound on 
Sunday mornings and at special events. 


David Madeira, Director of Music 
dmadeira@stbs.net 

Teresa Robinson, Administrative Assistant 
stbsmusicadmin@stbs.net  

Brea Cox, Vestry Liaison  
breacox@att.net  

Music

The loft is full of 
musicians 
every Sunday 

mailto:dmadeira@stbs.net
mailto:stbsmusicadmin@stbs.net
mailto:breacox@att.net
mailto:dmadeira@stbs.net
mailto:stbsmusicadmin@stbs.net
mailto:breacox@att.net
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MUSIC SNAPSHOT 
 
36	 	 Musicians on the Sunday morning rotation  
3	 	 Teenage Musicians 
3	 	 Teenage Liturgical Dancers 
27	 	 Chamber Singers Members 
34	 	 Parish Choir Participants  
5	 	 Children’s choir performances 
14	 	 Family Christmas Concert Acts 
175  	 	 Advent Lessons & Carols Attendance  
93 	 	 All Saints Evensong Attendance  
	 	  

29 
anthems offered by 

the Chamber 
Singers

82 
different pieces of  
music performed  
during Holy Week

20+ 
musical instruments 

used in the loft 

On the left, the 
Joyful Noise crowd 
led by Pam 
Goodenough. On 
the right, liturgical 
dancers getting 
ready for Advent 
Lessons and Carols 
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Children Formation
2019 brought some significant shifts for our 
children’s formation program. Changes were made 
steadily throughout the year as God faithfully 
provided what we needed to navigate the new 
waters. We closed out the decade excited for the 
way before us. 


Highlights from 2019 

• Children participate in the worship services 

After much discussion and consideration via Fr. 
Sammy’s forums and a panel made up of singles, 
couples, parents, and grandparents on “parenting in 
the pew,” kids of all ages were welcomed into our 
worship services. Instead of the previous offering of 
classes for kids during the 10:30 second service, 
kids attend class in between our 8:30 and 11:00 
services. In both services, after the gospel reading, 
kids older than three follow Carla out to Wallace Hall 
for a Children’s Homily. Children’s bulletins and 
coloring pages are available during the service, as 
well as instructional “flip cards” that help children 
understand the Eucharist.


• Formation 

The nursery still provides care during both services 
as well as during the formation hour from 10 to 11, 
with the addition of four paid workers, alongside 
volunteers. Formation hour is divided into three 
categories: for ages two and three, the Spark 
Lectionary; for ages four to nine, Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd; and also, for ages six to twelve 
classes that use a curriculum called “Weaving God’s 
Promises” which includes interactive games and 
crafts, Bible verses, and prayers drawn from liturgy.


• Facility Shuffle 

The children’s formation office was moved from the 
copy room alcove to the bookstore which was 
relocated to “The Gallery” off of the gym. The 
Nursing Mother’s room is now more easily 
accessible upstairs within the new CF office. The 
downstairs supply room was moved to provide 
much-needed space for adult classes. A Catechesis 
Level Two class was repurposed to provide two 
Level One classes.


• Volunteers and Teachers 

Renee Wood and Jessica Smith graduated as Level 
One Catechists after completing 90 hours of 
training. Our “Club 56” for fifth and sixth graders 
was led by Adam Nunley and Amy Nelson (from 
January to May) with Fr. Charlie Hall joining in 
September. Deborah Whiteside retired as director of 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, passing 
leadership on to Meredith Flynn.


• Special events throughout the liturgical year 

We buried our Alleluias on the first Sunday of Lent 
then resurrected them as bunting for Holy Saturday. 
We hunted for Easter eggs. We marched in festal 
processions on Palm Sunday and All Saints Sunday. 
Saint Nicholas (Fr. Charlie this year) visited during 
Children’s Homily and Advent wreath-making. Our 
Christmas Eve Pageant played to a full house.


Challenges for 2020  

Please pray with us as we consider what lies ahead:


• continued development and fine-tuning of the 
many changes made in 2019 

• addressing a decreased number of people willing 
to serve with the children on Sunday mornings 
and at special events


• considering the proposed Level Two atrium in the 
fall of 2020


• the search for a Club 56 director  

• upcoming “Sacred Communion” class—a class 

for second and third graders as they prepare for 
their first communion  

Carla Schober  
Director of Children & Family Formation 

cschober@stbs.net  

Heather James
Vestry Liaison 

heatherjames@me.com 

mailto:cschober@stbs.net
mailto:heatherjames@me.com
mailto:cschober@stbs.net
mailto:heatherjames@me.com
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40 
meals delivered to 

families with a 
newborn

320 
Easter eggs hidden on Easter 
morning providing ten minutes 

of foraging fun. 

75 
Alleluias were colored 
and buried on the first 
Sunday of Lent and 
resurrected at the 

Easter vigil 

CHILDREN FORMATION SNAPSHOT 
 
20	 	 Average attendance at each children's homily  
4-5	 	 Number of weekly homily volunteers 
58	 	 Average formation attendance on a Sunday 
16	 	 Number of weekly formation volunteers 
90	 	 Red balloons processed into the nave by the 		
	 	 children on Pentecost 
20	 	 Adults and children participating in the 	 	
	 	 Catechesis craft workshop in July 
4	            New babies 
41	 	 Christmas pageant participants  
18	 	 Christmas pageant volunteers  
	 	  

Children’s Formation Team 

Director of Children & Family Formation:  
Carla Schober 

Assistant: Ty Sparks 
Nursery Director: Gaylene Latham 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Coordinator:  
Meredith Flynn  

Weaving God’s Promises Coordinator:  
Elizabeth Madeira 

Children 
carry the 

cross as they 
process into 
Wallace Hall 
for the homily 
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2019 was a year of activity and discernment for our 
youth formation program. We are thankful for the 
support of all who volunteered their time and talents 
to our youth. Special thanks go to Mary Grace 
Shuster, Kyla and Chas Nichols, Nathan Fields, the 
many individuals who provided meals, and those 
adults who chaperoned our trips.


In January, the Woods again hosted Wednesday at 
the Woods for our youth to gather outside of church. 


Fr. Sammy joined us for our confirmation class in the 
spring, which culminated in four of our youth being 
confirmed in June.


Over the summer we met twice a month for 
Wednesday Lunch Bunch around Nashville. We also 
watched a movie in the church yard, and attended a 
Nashville Sounds Baseball game. 
In July, twelve youth participated in the 615 
Experience, a hometown mission trip. We stayed at 
St. B’s and partnered with Preston Taylor Ministries, 

as well as spending an entire day working to clean 
and spruce up St. B’s.

We started off the year with our annual rafting retreat 
on the Ocoee river with 29 youth and five adults.


We then began our regularly scheduled gatherings 
with Messages on Sunday mornings and Sabbath on 
Sunday evenings.


We hosted 100 youth from across our diocese for 
Episcopalooza, a fall field day in September.

We’ve gone out for ice cream, cooked hotdogs, 
visited the zoo, and challenged ourselves to create 
space for Sabbath in our own lives. We learned 
about death, judgment, heaven and hell. We 
continued to join our other Episcopal brothers and 
sisters for diocese-wide events of mission, fun, and 
reflection.

 
It’s been one of the highest honors to work and 
worship with you all this past year and a half as your 
director of Youth Formation at St. B’s. You all are and 
will continue to be in my prayers.


Youth Formation

Hughes McGlone 
Director of Youth Formation 

hmcglone@stbs.net 


Molly Cole
Vestry Liaison 

mollylouisecole@gmail.com 

Hughes McGlone finished his tenure as director of Youth 
Formation on December 22, 2019. He discerned in 
conjunction with Fr. Sammy that his vocational call was to 
camping not parish ministry. Hughes and Kirsten were sent 
forth with our blessing and prayers. 


In the interim, a team of volunteers (Brent & Daveta 
Lawrence, Kyla Nichols, Mary Grace Shuster, and Renee 
Wood) have committed to providing programs and building 
community among our teens as Fr. Sammy pursues hiring 
a new director. 

Above right: Hughes grilling hot dogs on 
St. B’s day assisted by some of our teens.  

mailto:hmcglone@stbs.net
mailto:mollylouisecole@gmail.com
mailto:hmcglone@stbs.net
mailto:mollylouisecole@gmail.com
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34 
compline services 

with teens

444 
donuts eaten in the  

youth room. 

YOUTH FORMATION SNAPSHOT 
 
42	 	 Active Participants  
4	 	 Seniors Graduated 
4	 	 Confirmations 
5	 	 Adult Volunteers 
30	 	 Average Attendance on Sunday Mornings 
6	 	 Rafts paddled down the Ocoee River	  
18	 	 Saints studied on a Wednesday Evening 

10  
pumpkins blessed at 
the Service of Light 

300+ 
grilled hot dogs on 

St. B’s Day 

Above left: in the youth room on the first day of formation in the fall.  
Above right: at St. Luke’s Community House during Project 615. 
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St. B’s adult formation expanded significantly in 
2019. The year began with well-known and 
appreciated offerings: the Women’s Bible Study 
completed a combined study of the New 
Testament “small books” and Jen Hatmaker’s book 
7: An Experimental Mutiny Against Excess; the 
Men’s Study continued discussing Great Course 
videos; Mark Lickey guided Lectio Divina; Rick 
Wood offered Centering Prayer; Fr. Sammy taught 
Anglicanism 101; and David West and Don Paul 
Gross facilitated Lifebuilders’ studies of Ephesians 
and John. The parish was invited to read and 
discuss Strong and Weak by Andy Crouch.


During Lent, we began re-seeding small groups at 
St. B’s with the introduction of Life Groups—weekly 
gatherings cultivating the values of hospitality, 
connection, trust, and worship. Twelve groups 
launched in Lent with over 100 participants. Six of 
those continue up to the present day, and four new 
Life Groups began in the fall. Some of these groups 
follow a structure guiding them through six seasons 
together; others pursue study of their own design. 
More groups will begin in Lent 2020.


In the spring, Fr. Sammy and Fr. Travis developed a 
new architecture and vision for adult formation at 
St. B’s with the precept that Christian formation 
exists to transform us into a community with Jesus 
at the center, a family empowered to:


•Think with the mind of Jesus

•Love with the heart of Jesus

•Serve with the hands of Jesus


In designing the new program, we sought to 
answer the question: What content do we want to 
ensure is presented to people regularly attending 
St. B’s for a three-year span? We call these core 
themes “St. B’s Essentials,” and the framework for 
teaching them is a three-year cycle of classes. 
Using different methodologies and teachers, each 
class falls within one of five areas:


• Christian Foundations

• Christian Practices

• Relationships

• Vocation/Work

• Culture


Each course we offer is held up to a singular 
standard: Does it form in us more Christ-like 
character?


With our new Sunday schedule creating space for 
adult formation options, this fall we offered a 
variety of classes on the Bible, the Book of 
Common Prayer, the mystics, racial justice, and 
centering prayer as well as the inaugural St. B’s 
101. The Women’s Bible Study began an overview 
of the Old Testament using Sandra Richter’s The 
Epic of Eden.  Fr. Sammy also engaged the 
community in formation through conversation in 
three additional spaces: the Rector’s Forum 
(discussions in the Nave between services), 
Theology on Tap (connection, conversation, drinks, 
and theology in a casual atmosphere), and St. B’s 
Table Talks (structured conversations about 
significant topics).


 Adult Formation

Fr. Travis Hines 
Associate Rector 
thines@stbs.net 


Andrea Sullivan
Vestry Liaison 

andreasully@gmail.com  

Parishioner Greg Voiles teaching an adult 
formation class on the mystics.  

mailto:thines@stbs.net
mailto:andreasully@gmail.com
mailto:thines@stbs.net
mailto:andreasully@gmail.com
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13 
rector’s forums

140 
parishioners practicing 

how to have hard 
conversations at the 

Table Talks

ADULT FORMATION SNAPSHOT 
 
20	 	 Attendees of Intro to Anglicanism  
16	 	 Women at Thursday Bible Study 	

20	 	 Years Lifebuilders has been going 
3	 	 Centering Prayer regulars 
15	 	 Strong and Weak Discussion Group members 
5	 	 Lectio Divina attendees 
97	 	 Life Groupers	  
85	 	 Participants of Session One,  Adult 	 	 	
	            Formation Classes 
71	           Participants of Session Two, Adult Formation 	
	 	  Classes 
50	           St. B's folks at the inaugural Theology on Tap 
* average attendance for all of the above 

16 

Life Groups formed 
10 still continuing 

Above Left: a Table Talks gathering in Wallace Hall. Above Right: Theology 
on Tap with Zak Settle at Gray Matters Studio 
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Light, Life, and Renewal 

Mid-December a familiar carol came to mind: In the 
Bleak Midwinter. “Snow had fallen, snow on snow. 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago…” I remember the 
song’s promise of newness, of renewal and how it 
points to our parish life in 2019. “Our God—heaven 
cannot hold him, Nor earth sustain; Heaven and 
earth shall flee away, When he comes to reign.”


For me, and I suspect for many, our life together in 
the past year has been one of light, life, and 
renewal.


It has been a year that hints at great promise of 
what’s to come. It has been a year of restoration: 
through hard work, commitment, and more than a 
little divine inspiration: the Ministry House was 
transformed into a Rectory, a beautiful home for the 
Woods, and, as Father Sammy so often reminds us, 
the people of St. B’s. How wonderful it was to tour 
the home in community on St. B’s Day in August. 
Many from youth to newcomers to long-time 
members have already enjoyed the Woods’ 
hospitality in their new home.


A spirit of pragmatic renewal has visibly transformed 
the parish hall as “the facility shuffle” improved 
spaces and created new places. One significant 
change was the transformation of the bookstore to 
the Gallery, located in the gym, still managed by 
Allison Hardwick. The Gallery boasts a comfortable 
lounge area and stocks art created by St. B’s 
parishioners. 


These physical enhancements and a long list of vital 
projects wouldn’t have been possible without a 
growing spirit of renewal at St. B’s, as manifested 
through the Ezekiel Challenge that raised $59,900.


There’s also light and renewal in things not seen. We 
strengthened ties with the South Sudanese 

community. What a joy to worship and play games 
together on St. B’s Day. 


Light also radiated through the new Hospitality 
Team, led by Nancy Coleman. Launched in the latter 
part of 2019, these men and women have made 
sandwiches and appetizers, arranged centerpieces, 
set tables, washed dishes, plated food, served 
punch, arrived early, and stayed late for big parish 
feasts on Epiphany, Pentecost, and St. B’s Day, as 
well as the receptions that followed Fr. Charlie’s 
ordination, the Bishop’s visits, and Table Talks. 
Together they created space for conversation, 
connection, and renewal. 


The entire parish was invited to share in the work of 
hospitality through the summer by bringing donuts 
and lemonade to enjoy after our summer 9:30 
service. This Sabbath time slowed our Sunday 
rhythm down allowing for rest and renewal.


March brought the renewal of another feast. A Mardi 
Gras supper was hosted by the youth ministry as a 
fundraiser. They served both pancakes and 
jambalaya. Music was provided by Stephen Mason, 
DJ Handlebar*, and the parade was led by Matt 
Chambers-Rhea. The evening concluded with the 
burning of last year’s palms for Ash Wednesday 
services the following day. 


Beginning this year, we’ve reached out in new ways 
to the community around us, getting to know a 
sister parish, Strong Tower Bible Church, and 
inviting community leaders to attend and take part 
in our Lessons and Carols service. An enhanced 
presence online through social media and our new 
website also extends more light into the St. B’s 
community and beyond.


What a blessing to see renewal in so many places 
and ways this past year! “Our God—heaven cannot 
hold him . . .” 


Parish Life

Sally Chambers-Rhea 
Dir. of Communications 
schambers@stbs.net  

Nancy Coleman 
Hospitality Team Chair 
nancy2@comcast.net  

submitted by Yvonne Poindexter, vestry member 

*Stephen Mason, DJ Handlebar, provided music for the Epiphany 
Celebration, the Pentecost Party, and St. B’s Day as well. 

mailto:schambers@stbs.net
mailto:nancy2@comcast.net
mailto:schambers@stbs.net
mailto:nancy2@comcast.net
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PARISH LIFE SNAPSHOT 

4	 	 Feast Day Celebrations 
4	 	 Receptions 
50	 	 Newcomer Bags 
12	 	 Lay Eucharistic visitors 
38	 	 Advent Wreaths created for homes 
134	 	 Number of Instagram posts

3,400		 Hardwick Tootsie Rolls distributed during the school year 
15	 	 Number of people serving on the hospitality team 
128	 	 Eucharist visits (501 participants in those Eucharists) 
36	 	 Number of hosts hung on the Christmas Tree in the nave	  
33	 	 Number of stories written, edited, and printed in St. B's  
	 	 tri-annual publication, The Bell 

65 
meals lovingly 
provided for 

parishioners in need 276 
reflections written for the  

St. B's Daily email 

63 
paintings for sale in 

the Gallery by St. B’s  
artists 

203,572 
parish emails sent, 
including pastoral 

announcements, the St. B’s 
Daily, the e-news, and 

other reminders

Nancy Coleman (Chair) 
Sally Chambers-Rhea (Staff)  

Jeannie Click  
Lymari Cromwell  
Lynn Ferguson  

Joe Flynn  
Meredith Flynn  
Shirley Garth  

Mavis Harrop  
Beth Heimburger  

Mimi Heldman 
Nancy Pollitt  
Ty Sparks  

Teresa & Brack Leaberry 
Mickey Newman 

George & Fran Harvell 

Hospitality Team

Above left: members of the Hospitality Team at Fr. Charlie’s ordination. Above right: the new gallery.  
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The South Sudanese congregation has been a part 
of the St. B’s community for over 20 years. The 
Archbishop of South Sudan, Justin Badi Arama, 
delegates oversight of expatriate congregations to 
the Episcopal Church diocesan bishop. In 
Tennessee, Bishop Bauerschmidt delegates 
oversight to the rector of St. Bartholomew’s. Our 
South Sudanese congregation is guided by their 
Church Council and two lay pastors—Peter 
Mangok and John Ajith. Twice a month, one of the 
St. B’s clergy preaches and celebrates Eucharist 
with the South Sudanese congregation at their    
12:30 p.m. Sunday service; the other Sundays, 
members of their congregation preach and lead the 
people through Morning Prayer in Dinka. Fr. Travis 
meets weekly with Peter and John to discuss the 
life of their congregation and to prepare them for 
ordination.


This year marked a new commitment to strengthen 
the relationship between our congregations. Early 
in 2019, the Church Council submitted six priorities 
for their congregation. Peter, John, and Fr. Travis 
then proposed to St. B’s vestry a plan for fulfilling 
those priorities, which the vestry voted to support.  


Here are some of the highlights from this year:


• Yvonne Poindexter stepped up to become 
vestry liaison to the South Sudanese, attending 
services, getting to know the community and 
representing them well to the vestry.


• A small group of St. B’s parishioners began 
occasionally attending the South Sudanese 
services.


• The South Sudanese began holding Dinka 
language classes and Bible studies for their 
children and youth on Saturdays at the church.


• Peter Mangok and John Ajith were licensed 
by Bishop Bauerschmidt to be Lay Pastors, 
Preachers, Worship Leaders, and Lay 
Eucharistic Ministers. Canon Jody presented 
the licenses and commissioned them and was 
welcomed with a reception following the 
service.


• Peter now attends St. B’s monthly “All Staff” 
meetings, and both Peter and John are 
recognized in the bulletin and on the bulletin 
board as Volunteer Staff.


• The vestry voted to provide the South 
Sudanese congregation with funds to support 
their Saturday Dinka language classes. They 
also have proposed creating a task force 
comprised of people from both congregations 
to explore how to continue developing the 
relationship between us.


• Seventeen youth and children were baptized.

 


•Notably, we received a visit from Bishop 
Abraham Nhial of South Sudan—he met with 
Bishop Bauerschmidt, celebrated Eucharist 
and preached to both congregations, and 
spent time encouraging the South Sudanese 
community.


Fr. Travis Hines
Associate Rector
thines@stbs.net 

John Ajith
Lay Pastor 

jajith@stbs.net

Peter Mangok  
Lay Pastor

pmangok@stbs.net  

Yvonne Poindexter
Lay Pastor 

yvonne.poindexter@gm
ail.com 

 The South Sudanese

mailto:thines@stbs.net
mailto:jajith@stbs.net
mailto:pmangok@stbs.net
mailto:yvonne.poindexter@gmail.com
mailto:yvonne.poindexter@gmail.com
mailto:thines@stbs.net
mailto:jajith@stbs.net
mailto:pmangok@stbs.net
mailto:yvonne.poindexter@gmail.com
mailto:yvonne.poindexter@gmail.com
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SOUTH SUDANESE SNAPSHOT 
 
42	 	 Average Sunday attendance	  
191	 	 Christmas attendance 
76	 	 Easter attendance 
4	 	 Diocesan licenses for ministry  
17	 	 Youth & children baptized in 2019  
3	 	 New classes on Dinka language & culture	  
1	 	 South Sudanese Bishop welcomed 

21  
years of worshipping 

at St. B’s in their  
native tongue 

Far Left: the 
South Sudanese 

congregation 
processes 

outside on Palm 
Sunday. Above: 

with Bishop 
Abraham. Left: 

Fr. Travis 
baptizes a child 

from the 
congregation. 
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2019 was an extremely busy year for the Facilities 
Committee.  Many projects of varying scope and 
cost were led by the committee which is comprised 
of Mimi Heldman, Bill Bowlby, Rick Wood, Jim 
Russell, Hunter Verner, Tim Villager, and Chris 
Prichard.  Winston Edwards, the Facilities Vestry 
Liaison, also assisted in a great capacity by applying 
his expertise with lighting and electrical upgrades 
around the campus.


Some of the many improvements overseen by the 
Facilities Committee in 2019 include: 


• Replacement of the malfunctioning thirty-year old 
boiler that served the sanctuary and was beyond a 
cost-feasible repair. The old, inefficient boiler that 
ran continuously was replaced with two smaller, 
energy-efficient boilers that operate alternately and 
provide additional operational output only if 
necessary.


• Conversion of the Ministry House back into a 
livable Rectory. This project enabled the Wood 
family to make the house into their home. 
Enhancements included: exterior painting of the 
brick, addition of a front porch, interior painting, 
privacy fence installation, installation of bedroom 
shelving, and laundry room repairs that restored 
functionality.


• Gym refurbishment: the walls and ceiling have 
been painted and now provide a uniformly brighter 
and cleaner space for parishioners to gather. In 
addition the floor was refinished. 


• Relocation of the former bookstore to the newly 
created Gallery in the gym area.  Not only did this 
project provide a larger space to house the book 
and arts store, it also enabled an office to be 
created for Carla Schober.


• Parking lot LED conversion. Antiquated bulb and 
ballast technology was replaced with energy- 
efficient LED lights.  If you’ve been onsite after 
sundown, the well-illuminated parking lot is a 
definite enhancement to the campus grounds.


• Fire alarm device protection which reduced the 
chance of “false alarm events” happening and 
therefore re-enabled integration with the Nashville 
Fire Department.


Other accomplishments and activities that the 
Facilities Committee assisted with in 2019 included:


• The T-Coil Hearing Loop installation, headed 
up by Ben Hornsby, which allows parishioners 
with diminished hearing ability have the 
necessary equipment to more fully engage in 
worship.


• A Community Work Day where many 
volunteers worked alongside members of the 
Facilities Committee to repair, paint, purge, 
clean, and organize areas of Wallace Hall.


Several projects will carry over into 2020.  These 
include security equipment upgrades, office 
reconfigurations for Fr. Travis and Sally, electrical 
capacity upgrades for the downstairs rooms in 
Wallace Hall, additional dishwasher in the kitchen, 
and lighting and ceiling replacement in the Narthex.


 Facilities

Chris Prichard 
Facilities Chair 

csprichard@yahoo.com  

Winston Edwards
Vestry Liaison 

winstonedwards2@gmail.com 

Chair, Chris 
Prichard 

Mimi Heldman 
Tim Villager 

Hunter Verner 
Rick Wood 
Jim Russell 
Bill Bowlby 

In 2019, the Facilities Committee spent countless hours 
on campus and even more hours on the phone 
coordinating the best way to care for our parish and our 
buildings. We are indebted to them this year especially. 

Facility Committee: 

mailto:csprichard@yahoo.com
mailto:winstonedwards2@gmail.com
mailto:csprichard@yahoo.com
mailto:winstonedwards2@gmail.com
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Jazzercise in the gym has been led by Mary 
Helen Yarborough for over 12 years. Jazzercise 
offers six different types of classes and brings 
an intergenerational group of men and women 
from all over Nashville to the church, six days a 
week, all year long. Mary Helen offered 468 
classes in 2019 and continued to tithe to St. B’s 

$3480 
raised by St. B's Soccer 
Academy to support 2 

students and 2 teachers in 
Kenya through 

New Life Restoration 
Ministries.

16 
Dance Routines in 1 

Jazzercise Class 

40 
gallons of paint used in 
the gym, gallery, lobby, 
offices, and Room 99 

FACILITIES SNAPSHOT 
 
19	 	 Major facility projects	  
54	 	 Volunteers on the Work Day 
6	 	 Types of Jazzercise classes offered 
250	 	 Jazzercise participants 
435	 	 Soccer Academy participants 
10	 	 Gallons of varnish to refinish the gym floor 

Since 2008, St. Bartholomew’s Soccer Academy, led by Charles Morrow, 
men’s soccer coach for Lipscomb University, and his former assistant, 
Kevin Burk, have used the fields on our grounds to help children develop 
personal, teamwork, and problem-solving skills and to instill a love of the 
game. St. B’s families can pre-register for sessions the week before 
general registration opens.

The Can Do Crew: 
Chair, Hunter Verner 

David Edwards 
Jim Russell 

Andy Valentine 

To the left: Chris Prichard and Rick Wood oversee 
the replacement of the sanctuary boiler and below: 
shingles are repaired on the roof of the parish hall.  
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St. B’s Mission Partners in 2019

Susan and Mark Powell with Barnabas International 

Dana and Dave Mennen with Cru/Bridges International 
Don Paul Gross with Intervarsity Christian Fellowship 

Nathan Lee with Send Musicians to Prison 
New Life Restoration Ministries (Kenya) 
Young Life Urban Ministry of Nashville 

St. Luke’s Community Center 
Siloam Family Health Center 

Thistle Farms/Magdalene 
Open Table of Nashville 

Rooftop Foundation 
Charis Ministries 
Room in the Inn 

STARS 

The church is called to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus and we do that by giving time, money, and 
talents. One of the ways we do this is through 
Mission & Outreach. As St. B’s has been settling 
into a new season with a new rector, the 
committee has spent a significant amount of time 
working to better understand the role of M&O in 
our church life. We take the responsibility of acting 
on behalf of the congregation to select, support 
and communicate with our ministry partners very 
seriously and have been examining all the steps 
that make up these decisions, and determining 
where changes might be appropriate. We look 
forward to this next year and finishing those 
deliberations and putting some changes into place.


We want to sincerely thank those who have 
finished their term on the committee: Aaron Kipp, 
Jay Siegrist, and Robert Pullen. Currently we are 
looking forward to starting off the new year with a 
half-day retreat and welcoming and gathering new 
members.


Missions 
St. B’s mission support includes support of Susan 
and Mark Powell. We have been the "Sending 

Church" for the Powells since 2008. The Powells 
are now working with Barnabas International. They 
have moved to Spain this year and have increased 
their ministry through counseling and spiritual 
direction.


St. B's also supports New Life Restoration 
Ministries in Kenya, led by Paul and Grace Mbithi, 
New Life experienced a fire tragedy in March, and 
we have been able to continue to walk with them 
and support them as they are rebuilding.


Congregation Participation

Donation drives gave the congregation other 
opportunities to support our partners: a food drive 
for Charis in which over 900 pounds of food was 
collected; we also have an ongoing food collection 
for St. Luke’s.


We look forward to more opportunities to connect 
with, serve, and support our partners in the year 
going forward!


 Mission & Outreach

Michelle Becker
M&O Committee Chair

mission@stbs.net 

Andrew Smithen
Vestry Liaison 

smithena@hotmail.com 

2019 Committee Members: 
Michelle Becker (chair) 

Aaron Kipp* 
Robert Pullen* 
Jay Siegrist* 
John Allen 

Amy Nelson (secretary) 
Matthew Sullivan 

Manuel Cruz 
Ruth Wassynger 

Sam Vo 
Keith Bordeaux 

David Logan 
*rotating off 

mailto:mission@stbs.net
mailto:smithena@hotmail.com
mailto:mission@stbs.net
mailto:smithena@hotmail.com
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109 
loads of laundry  

 for RITI

900 
Pounds of food 

collected for Charis 
Ministries 

MISSION & OUTREACH SNAPSHOT 
 
163	 	 Volunteers with RITI (2017-2018) 
264	 	 Overnight guests with RITI (2017-2018) 
792	 	 Miles driven between St. B’s and the RITI Campus  
122	 	 New pairs of socks donated for RITI guests 
176	 	 RITI emails sent to volunteers 
15	 	 Categories of items collected for St. Luke’s 

30 
Magdalene 
Graduation  
volunteers  

In August, Josh, Anna, Collier, Caleb, Joseph, and Abigail Harden left for 
Prague with the prayers and support of our parish. Josh teaches 
leadership studies at Anglo-American University and Anna teaches 
ballet. As a family they desire to be a faithful influence in a country where 
only 29% say they believe in God and in a university environment where 
followers of Jesus are exceedingly rare. 

St. B’s continues to collect basic items weekly for St. Luke’s 
Community House. Volunteers then transport donations. 
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We are closing out a great first semester of our 
2019-2020 school year! This year we are focusing 
on our three highest values.


Prayer: 
As a staff we started our year the way we always 
do with our annual fall staff retreat. We spent time 
praying together—for one another, for our school 
year and for each student by name. Each morning 
our staff gathers for a time of prayer for one 
another and for any families in our body who need 
it. Our little ones pray for one another—when 
friends are sick or hurting. And, as we have spent 
time learning about the fruits of the Spirit, we are 
learning how much we need the Holy Spirit to help 
us grow. We continue to have a sweet time of 
singing and Bible learning in chapel each month 
with Father Travis. The children are gaining 
practical truths for their lives. We hear reports all 
the time of children teaching their parents all they 
learned in chapel! 


Community: 
One of our favorites things is spending time with 
our St. B’s parents! To kick off the year we had our 
annual Parent Connect. This is a time to introduce 
new families to our school, reconnect with 
returning families, and set everyone up for a great 
start. We gathered our dads once again for Mulch 
Day, making sure our playground is attractive and 
safe. October was a great month for connecting 

with one another! In addition to our annual Farm 
Day, hosted by our PreK-2 parents, we also had a 
great time at our 4th annual Family Fall Ball. 
Families were treated to a hot dog dinner, bounce 
houses, a movie, games and more. We also spent 
time in our parent teacher conferences. Low ratios 
mean children are well known in their classrooms!


Excellence: 
Our teachers lean in to excellence right away as 
they prepare for their new classes. They work 
tirelessly, making sure everything is ready for their 
new students. We also spend a good part of the fall 
getting ready for our annual three-star assessment. 
Three-star facilities are the highest rated in the 
state of Tennessee and St. B’s Preschool is proud 
to have been given a three-star rating each year 
we’ve been licensed! Throughout the semester we 
work hard, helping each student (from the 
youngest to the oldest) feel safe, loved, and 
excited about being at school. Students and 
teachers learn about one another, learn classroom 
routines, and engage in a wide variety of learning 
experiences. 


The Preschool and P.D.O.

Kelly Hull
Director 

stbspreschool@stbs.net 

Yvonne Poindexter
Vestry Liaison 

yvonne.poindexter@gmail.com 

Jill Alexander
Sydney Burris

Meredith Cade

Ruth Carleton

Kathy Colvard

Jennifer Duffey


Callie Farro-Young

Himmie Gustafson


Connie Hartzell

Tracey Jarrard

Claire Linehan


Gretchen Mclallen

Sarah Schulz

Emily Seibert


Mary Hurt Sorrell

Ashley Wheatley


Preschool & PDO  
Board of Directors 

Bob Garth, Chair
Andrea Sullivan, Treasurer

Deen Logan, Secretary
Annie Poag, Parent Rep

Preschool & PDO Staff

mailto:stbspreschool@stbs.net
mailto:yvonne.poindexter@gmail.com
mailto:stbspreschool@stbs.net
mailto:yvonne.poindexter@gmail.com
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$1706.13  
raised for St. B’s 
mission partner,  

New Life Restoration 
Ministries 

59 
bells rung during the 

Easter Concert 

PRESCHOOL SNAPSHOT 
 
99	 	 Students 
76	 	 Families 
17	 	 Staff 
8	 	 Chapels with Fr. Travis 
12	 	 Animals on Barn Day 
4	 	 Outdoor Classroom Days 

Too Many To 
Count: Hugs & 

High Fives 

Below: preschool teachers dress up for Dr. Seuss day. 
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The St. Bartholomew’s Homeschool Tutorial is a 
program designed to give homeschooled children, 
ages 6-9, an opportunity to learn and grow in a 
nurturing community of peers. Using Montessori 
philosophy, methods, and materials, we strive to 
create an environment in which children grow more 
deeply in love with God as they learn about 
themselves, all of creation and other people.


We ended last May with our fifth annual World Day 
and Art Show.  The children took great joy in 
displaying their art projects as well as presenting 
country research papers and projects to our guests.  
Since our program allows the children to remain in 
one class for a three year cycle, children and 
teachers have time to build strong friendships. We 
ended World Day by saying teary goodbyes to six 
of our graduating students and one of our beloved 
teachers, Deb Whiteside, who retired.


In early summer we happily welcomed our newest 
teacher, Jeannie Click, to our ranks. Jeannie has 
years of experience as a Waldorf-trained teacher 
and faithfully attends St. B’s.   Corinne Michel, art 
teacher extraordinaire (and founding staff person) 
joined us again, and teacher Natalie Rapp came 
back with her outstanding organizational skills and 
great humor.  Three student alumni also committed 
to serving with us: Alex Rapp and Mimi Michel 
joined us as assistants and Audrey Weedman 
agreed to adapt our class story into a screenplay, 
run auditions and rehearsals, and direct the class 
play. With our staff in place we began a busy time 

of organizing, taking inventory and preparing new 
materials.  In the reconfiguring of  downstairs 
rooms, the Music Ministry graciously offered to 
move the music library into David Madeira’s new 
office.  This allowed our tutorial program to gain an 
office/storage space adjacent to the classroom that 
we use each Tuesday and Thursday.  This space 
has had such a positive impact on our program. 
Children now have their own place to work quietly 
and store “works-in-progress,” and teachers have 
loved having easy access to materials for “just-in-
time” learning moments.


Children in our class this year seem to thrive within 
the tenants of Montessori education.  They treat 
one another and adults with grace and courtesy, 
they are intrinsically motivated learners, they 
choose spaces to work and materials to work with, 
freely.  Our students are developing a sense of 
order and self-regulation as well as deep 
concentration.  We look forward to new topics of 
study throughout the year. In geography, students 
will choose work and create art pertaining to Asia, 
Africa and South America. In science we will focus 
on animal behavior, using microscopes to study 
single celled organisms, and also engineering and 
design principles. Students will create inventions to 
support the United Nations 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals, ending in an inaugural 
“Invention Convention.”  


 The Homeschool Tutorial 

Meredith Flynn
Homeschool Tutorial Director 
homeschooltutorial@stbs.net  

Yvonne Poindexter
Vestry Liaison 

yvonne.poindexter@gmail.com 

Tutorial Teachers 
Meredith Flynn 

Lead Teacher & Director  
Jeannie Click 

teacher 
Corinne Michel 

art teacher  
Natalie Rapp 

teacher 

mailto:homeschooltutorial@stbs.net
mailto:yvonne.poindexter@gmail.com
mailto:homeschooltutorial@stbs.net
mailto:yvonne.poindexter@gmail.com
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90  
guests at  
World Day  

16 
African Dwarf Frogs 

with numbers 
nicknames 

TUTORIAL SNAPSHOT 
 
17	 	 Children 
4	 	 Teachers 
3	 	 Student Alumni Volunteers 
2	 	 Fish named, Lava and Orange Magma 
64	 	 Days in Session 
320	 	 Hours Together 
3	 	 Field Trips (Tennessee State Museum, 	 	
	 	 The Frist African Art Exhibit, A Stream 		
	 	 Study in the Harpeth River).  

	 	  

60 
meals prepared by 

children at our Senior 
Friends Thanksgiving 

Feast  
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The Creation Care Team got craftier this year. 


• At a Rector’s Forum in March, Katherine Bomboy 
spoke about what we as a church can do to 
better care for the earth. 


• After stopping the use of plastic stirrers in 2018, 
we set about this year to reduce our reliance on 
styrofoam. This spring saw a great harvest of 
coffee mugs from the backs of parishioners’ 
cabinets and we stopped using the 
environmentally harmful styrofoam cups which 
had been the norm for Sunday mornings. 


• In May, the vestry decided to add a liaison for 
Creation Care to our vestry team to help our 
whole community move toward “greener” 
choices with our resources. 


• At the Pentecost celebration, several 
parishioners helped reduce our landfill waste 
stream by rinsing our plastic plates to ready 
them for recycling and by washing silverware. 


• At St. B’s Day in August, we sent two large bags 
of compostables to a commercial composting 
facility, diverting even more waste from landfills. 


• In December, Nancy Coleman was able to 
procure 270 forks and 288+ spoons from 
ALSCO, allowing us to continue to reduce our 
plastic-usage.


In 2020, look for more composting, a second 
dishwasher to help us use more non-disposables, 
fresh recycling signage, and a handy guide to 
caring for creation in all our church life together. 
And, please look for ways you can help! Everyone 
is part of this ministry to God and God’s whole 
created order.

Creation Care

Creation Care Team 
Molly Cole 

Katherine Bomboy 
Gretchen Abernathy 

Sally Chambers-Rhea 

Molly Cole
Vestry Liaison 

mollylouisecole@gmail.com  

we ordered 

1000  
styrofoam cups for hot 
drinks. Last year we 

ordered 8000

300+ 
coffee mugs donated in 
the spring and summer 

1500 
plastic cups ordered 

and 720 plastic 
plates 

Molly Cole helping make 
composting a reality at St. B’s.  

mailto:mollylouisecole@gmail.com
mailto:mollylouisecole@gmail.com


Fr. Sammy Wood, Rector 
Fr. Travis Hines, Assoc. Rector 

Fr. Charlie Hall, Asst. to the Rector 
Fr. Dave Wilson, Pastoral Asst.* 
Fr. Stu Phillips, Priest Assoc.** 

————————— 

Sally Chambers-Rhea, Communications 
Meredith Flynn, Home School Tutorial 
Hughes McGlone, Youth Formation 

David Madeira, Music Ministry 
Kelly Hull, Preschool & PDO Directory 

Gaylene Latham, Nursery Director 
Teresa Robinson, Admin for Finance & Music 

Carla Schober, Children’s Formation 
Leslie Tomlinson, Exec. Asst. to the Rector 

Allison Hardwick, Bookstore Manager * 
Julia McGirt, Organist* 

Beverly Mahan, Asst. to the Rector for Liturgy** 
Robert Smith, Asst. to the Rector for Pastoral Care** 

Meg Settle, Sound Engineer* 

St. B’s 2019 Staff

* denotes part time  **denotes volunteer
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