



Dear Friends,		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 October 16, 2022


The past year at St. Bartholomew’s has seen many changes. We rejoice this fall that we 
are gathering in worship with old and new friends; our choir is back singing once a 
month; our children and youth ministries are robust and expanding; and we continue to 
serve others in our community through financial support and volunteering. Even as we 
give thanks for all that God is doing through St. B’s, we feel the loss of our Rector Fr. 
Sammy Wood and his family, who departed in February 2022 for new jobs in New York 
City. We are now in a period of transition, with our Rector Search Committee working 
hard at the direction of our Vestry to help us call a new rector in 2023. Throughout all of 
this, we know two things: Jesus will help us stay the course during this transition and 
God is good. 


“Stay the Course—God is Good” is the invitation of our annual giving campaign, 
which we call our Season of Gratitude and Generosity. In Psalm 124:8, the psalmist 
says, “Let me hear of your steadfast love in the morning, for in you I put my trust.Teach 
me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul.”  As a community, we are called to 
put our trust in God in this time of transition, for it is Jesus Christ who loves us and 
teaches us the way to go. It is to Jesus Christ alone that we lift up our souls. 


During this Season of Gratitude and Generosity, which begins on October 23 and 
formally ends on November 20, I ask you to give thanks to God for all that is good in 
your life and for all that we do here at St. B’s. I ask you to be generous in supporting 
what God will do through St. B’s in 2023. Please pray on the following two ways in 
which you can give thanks to God and support St. B’s future.


• We ask you to make a specific financial promise to support God’s work at St. B’s in 
2023. What we do here at St. B’s is made possible through your financial support. It 
helps us greatly to know in the fall of 2022 what our income will be in 2023, so that 
we can plan our budget.


• We ask you to commit to engage with St. B’s, by offering your presence at activities 
beyond Sunday morning worship (e.g., attend adult formation, Lessons & Carols, or 
morning prayer) and your talents to further the work of our ministries (e.g., assist with 
our children and youth, volunteer with Room in the Inn, or lead seasonal compline).


• You will find space on our promise card (whether online or in hard copy) to respond to 
both.


You may ask how much you should promise to give in 2023. We ask you to begin in 
prayer and let God guide you. We are grateful for any amount, as we remember the 
story of the widow’s two coins in Mark 12. We value the intentionality with which you 
determine an amount that is right for you. If you are interested in giving proportionally 
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of your income (perhaps you wish to start working toward the Biblical tithe of ten 
percent as outlined in Leviticus 27), we have included a table below to show you what 
that might look like. We ask you to consider setting up recurring monthly giving through 
your bank or our online database system (Breeze) as an easy way to give. 


We look forward to seeing where God in Christ will teach us to go in 2023, as we trust 
the One who loves us and to whom we lift up our souls. Stay the course. God is good. 


Faithfully yours, 


The Reverend Serena Sides 

Interim Rector


* * *


Annual Pledge as Proportion of Income (examples)


Annual 
Income 1% 2% 5% 8% 10%

$30,000 $300/yr $600/yr $1500/yr $2400/yr $3000/yr

$75,000 $750/yr $1500/yr $3750/yr $6000/yr $7500/yr

$100,000 $1000/yr $2000/yr $5000/yr $8000/yr $10,000/yr

$160,000 $1600/yr $3200/yr $8000/yr $12,800/yr $16,000/yr
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