
Partners Wanted to Help  
Reach Cambodia for Christ

In 2012, a few members of Elk 
Grove Bible Church met a young 
Cambodian minister named Hor 
Ponlok who had been preaching 
the gospel since he first accepted 
Christ at the age of 19. He and  
his wife Esther, whom he met at 
Kompongsom Bible School in 
2000, ministered to hundreds of 
Cambodians – especially children 
– for many years with little or no 
financial support.

One of their primary means of evangelism was – and still 
is – to pick up children for Sunday school in the back of a truck! 

The small group of supporters  
from EGBC has helped fund an 
education for more than three 
dozen young people, provided 
medical help for several  
desperately ill Cambodians,  
distributed clothing, and  
contributed to projects like  
children’s Bible camps.

Will one of  
these young 

people become 
the Billy Graham 

of Cambodia?



“Two are better than one, because they  
have a good reward for their toil.” (Ecc. 4:9)

However, Hor Ponlok’s supporters realized right away that they couldn’t  
maintain this ministry by themselves. They appealed to the leadership of Elk 
Grove Bible Church to join in their endeavors. The church responded first by  
purchasing an “evangelism truck” for picking up Cambodian children in  
outlying areas and bringing them to a central location for services. 

Next, the church raised pledges of $1,000 per month to provide a salary for  
Pastor Hor and to rent a building and establish a permanent meeting place in 
Sihanouk City – Kompongsom B-P Church.

The building needed  
complete renovation, but  
with help from Kompongsom  
church members, students from  
Kompongsom Bible School,  
a team from Stronghold  
Cambodia and Moriah  
Bible-Presbyterian Church of  
Singapore, the facility was ready 
for services in a few weeks.



The Challenges of Reaching Cambodia for Christ

From 1975 until 1979,  
an estimated 2 million 
of Cambodia’s 8 million 
people were killed by the 
bloodthirsty Khmer Rouge 
under the mad reign  
of Pol Pot. Nearly all  
Christians were either 
killed outright or starved 
to death, as were  
members of all religions. 
Only a handful of  
Christian pastors  
survived.

Khmer Rouge murders 
continued into the 1980s. 
Hor Ponlok’s own father 
was killed in 1990 by 
Khmer Rouge rebels. The 
country is still recovering 
from this monstrous  
genocide.

Today, even as religious 
freedom has been mostly 
restored, about 95  
percent of Cambodians 
identify as Buddhist and 

do not know Christ.

The political climate  
in Cambodia shifts  
frequently, and overt  
opposition to the  
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen, a former 
Khmer Rouge com-
mander, is not welcome.

But God is in control, and 
the Holy Spirit is moving 
mightily throughout Asia.

Seeing the Results Firsthand
Elk Grove Bible Church sent teams of volunteers in 2015 and 2016 to see the  
effects of Pastor Hor’s ministry firsthand and to help with teaching and church 
projects.



“I had the opportunity of 
traveling to Cambodia 
and meeting Pastor Hor 
and his congregation in 
February of 2016. My  
experience was beautiful 
and extremely humbling. 
Pastor Hor along with the 
Bible students that help 
him are kingdom soldiers. 
He lives his life as if his days 
are numbered. His time 
on Earth is limited, there is 
work to be done, and he 
joyfully arises each morning 

with a kingdom purpose. 
He is passionate about 
reaching as many  
people as possible and  
by the grace of God his 
ministry is doing mighty 
works on limited funds. 

Those of us in the United 
States, as well as other 
prospering areas  
worldwide, have been  
graciously gifted by our 
Father with earthly physical 
comforts. It is our commis-

Returning Volunteers Testify to the  
Great Work God is Doing in Cambodia

“During my visits to Cambodia to see Pastor Hor’s 
church ministry and work that he’s doing, I was over-
whelmed with joy to see the never-ending opportunities 
he has to share the gospel of Jesus with people every 
single day. He and his family along with several bible 
school students, tirelessly and willingly strive every day to 
serve from sun up to sun down to help their own people.  

“Now that Pastor Hor’s church building is up and run-
ning, he is able to hold weekly church services as well as 
open his building through the week for free English class-
es. He also uses his resources to provide the basic every-
day necessities like food and clothing to the people that 
visit. As he and his ministry team work daily to serve the 
Cambodian people, he has brilliantly used these service 

opportunities to explain to the people it’s because of Jesus Christ that he’s doing this 
for them. He’s also begun teaching free Bible classes along with the english classes. 

“Since the Cambodian people are in desperate need, they are very open to hear 
more about who this Jesus is because of what Pastor Hor’s church and ministry team 
are doing to help meet their basic physical needs. Pastor Hor and his ministry team 
are a beautiful example of Christ in their community, so much so that the Cambodian 
people are spreading the word about his work to others. His church continues to grow 
because of the work that he and his family are doing in their community.

“I realized how far the American dollar can go in Cambodia! The average person’s 
monthly salary is equivalent to about $120 US dollars. This means that every church 
that helps support Pastor Hor’s ministry can have a tremendous impact in reaching 
Cambodia for Jesus.”

– Jessica Mroos

Jessica Mroos with children 
from Pastor Hor’s church

Claudia Ortiz 

sion to seek opportunities 
to use those resources 
we’ve been given for  
gospel-oriented purposes.”

– Claudia Ortiz



“More than anything, I was 
struck by the overwhelming and 
contagious joyfulness of those 
we met at Kompongsom BP 
Church and their incredible  
devotion to come to church and 
worship the Lord at all costs. 

“Some literally walked for miles 
to get there. Some I had known 
through photographs from the 

early years of their Christian 
walk, and the transformation 
was stunning. 

“Most of all, though, I was and 
remain humbled and convicted 
by the tireless efforts of Pastor 
Hor and his wife to bring all they 
meet to come to Christ and their 
faithful servanthood.”

– Elizabeth Roberts

“A personal testimony from 
me is the blessing of being 
able to go the first time 
and then make the  
comparison of how God 
has blessed the second 
time and used Elk Grove 
Bible Church as a means 
for the spreading of the 
Gospel in Cambodia (aka 
The Great Commission).

For example, the mem-
bers of Kompongsom BP 
Church struggled to phys-
ically get to their church 
due to its location away 
from their villages, and 
were renting some rooms 
from the local Christian 
college, due to the fact 
they didn’t have a church 
building of their own. 

“Elk Grove Bible Church 
was able to step in and 
pay for the rent of a  
building so the Cambo-
dian believers can have 
their church closer to them 
in the city and a place to 
assemble, grow and wor-
ship Jesus Christ any time 
of the day or night. To see 
our Cambodian brothers 

and sisters take ownership 
of the building and work 
very hard to fix it up was 
very encouraging. 

“Also to know that Pastor 
Hor is using the building 
during the week to hold 
forms of outreach like free 
English classes is a huge 
blessing. This is a way of 
ministering to those who 
are lost coming into the 
church to learn English, 
but by God’s grace they 
will learn about Jesus too!  
It’s a way for the Kom-

pongsom BP Church to be 
known to the villagers and 
city for being a place of 
love, grace and truth.

Ultimately my hope and 
desire is for Kompongsom 
BP Church to grow and 
make disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and then to send 
some of those disciples to 
other areas of Cambodia 
to plant churches and  
start the whole process 
over, hence ‘The Great 
Commission.’ ” 

– JoAnn Sienega

JoAnn Sienega leads worship in the back of the Gospel truck

Elizabeth Roberts 
and Esther Hor



Will You Join Us in Bringing 
the Gospel to Cambodia?

The ministry is established, but it will take many 
partners to help it thrive. Elk Grove Bible Church 
is a relatively small congregation, but our  
people have given sacrificially to see the gospel 
brought to Cambodia. Quite honestly, we can’t 
do it alone, which means that He wants more 
Christians to help. Cambodia is at a crossroads, 
and the Lord is using the nation’s unique history 
to turn a people toward Christ.                         
          
With this packet, we are including copies of  
recent newsletters and a DVD interview with 
Pastor Hor. We would like to make a short  
presentation at your church to explain how your 
members can take part in this tremendous  
mission.   

Thank you for taking time to consider making Hor Ponlok and 
Kompongsom Church a part of your missions outreach. God 
bless you!                                                                                                                     
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The Rev. Ponlok Hor with his wife, 
Esther, and son, Joseph.

Visit elkgrovebiblechurch.org/#/news/missions or contact Elk Grove Bible Church  
missions coordinator Paul Brookhouzen at pbrookhouzen@elkgrovebiblechurch.org 

or (916) 396-2308 for more information or to schedule a presentation. On  
Facebook, follow EGBC’s Cambodia Missions at www.facebook.com/EGBCinCambodia, 

and Pastor Hor and Kompongsom Bible-Presbyterian Church at tinyurl.com/ 
www-facebook-com-KBPC or email nehemiah_hor@yahoo.com.


