This Week at BRPC
November 18, 2021
Building Relationships with People in Christ

REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY
ALL ARE WELCOME
November 21,2021

Dear Friends,
Studies have shown that gratitude leads to stronger relationships, better sleep, lower blood pressure,
fewer trips to the doctor, fewer depressive symptoms, more patience, and more perseverance, among
other benefits. I can also tell you anecdotally that it improves our relationship with God – when we
make it a practice to “Give thanks in all circumstances" (1 Thessalonians 5:18), we better discern the
many blessings we have been given to overcome life’s challenges.
There are some simple ways to increase the spiritual practice of gratitude in your life.


Count your blessings – perhaps even write them down! Revisiting the things that make us grateful
can be a very uplifting experience.



Write a thank you note to someone. This can increase gratitude both in yourself and the person
who received it.



Say it out loud. Have lunch with a friend and tell each other what makes you grateful. Share some
simple gratitudes with your family during Thanksgiving dinner. You can even pray out loud. Naming
things out loud helps us to truly embrace the good things in our lives.

Perhaps now is the time to focus on gratitude. This is certainly the perfect season for it! When we see
how much God has done for us, even life’s greatest challenges become more manageable.
Peace,
Pastor Elizabeth

Watch online at
www.brpcraytown.org

PRAYER REQUEST

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Kerri who have surgery on Tuesday is recovering nicely and hopes to be home by Friday.
Gary Oberlander who is scheduled for surgery today.
Connie Oliver

Jim McCauley

Sharon Wentz
The KR Family
Loydine Kranz

Sandy Moore

Jean Martin

Margaret and Gordon
Woody Webb

Lucy Becka

Amy Banks

Bruce Odenbaugh

Delores Lunceford (Dodie)

JOY
Time spent with church members who lost their lives this past year.
We are so happy to have Theodora , Ron and Sandy back in worship.
Ron and Sandy celebrated their 40 year wedding anniversary.
Lea and John are celebrating 4 years of marriage.

With Sympathy
The Rev. Donald F. Sears passed away on November 13,2021 at age 92. Don was ordained in
1954 and a member of Heartland Presbytery since 1968 where he served Chapel Hill
Presbyterian Church in Blue Springs, Mo., St. Matthew Presbyterian Church in Grandview,
Mo., and many other congregations in retirement. Many of you will remember Don from
services he performed here at BRPC. Plans for his memorial are forthcoming.

Mission and Outreach
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The annual BRPC Christmas Pageant will be held
during worship on December 12 this year. All
children in our church family are invited to
participate - the pageant will be masked (for everyone over the age of 2) and socially distanced.
Rehearsals will be at 9:30am on December 5 and
December 12. We also have some narrator parts
for teenagers and young adults!
If the young people in your life plan to participate,
or you have any questions, please contact Pastor
Elizabeth.

MICAH needs winter clothes for sizes 2T, 3 and up to
18 years. Winter blankets and men’s small waist
jeans are needed. If you donate food or water,
please put the receipt or a copy on the items, and
MICAH can receive monetary gifting with those
receipts.
REAP will have a Christmas Store on December 15
and 16th. You may donate items in the "basket" or
donate on line: www.raytownreap.org/donate or
through the mail. For more information, see bulletin
board or Email: chrismas@raytownreap.org.
Donations are needed by December 8th.
We partner with Graceway Church at Blue Ridge
Elementary. The school is wanting to get a clothes
closet going and need NEW underwear, socks, and
gently used winter coats all in sizes 5 –8. Please put
a sack with the information on it, if a box is not
available

Nutty News: Thanks to all who ordered
nuts and treats. Pick-up will be Sunday, the
21st, after church, and Monday from 10am till noon. If
you need delivery, please call Linda Lockwood and we
will arrange a time for your delivery.

BOOK CLUB
Wed Dec 8th, we will meet for Christmas joy, bring
goodies to pass (finger food, or sweets) and we will
share favorite Christmas memories and gather
around the piano for Christmas singing!
Marsha
cheerfulness is contagious, but don't wait to
catch it from others Be a "carrier"

Office Notes:
The office will be closed next week while Karen is on
vacation. There will not be a weekly email on
Thursday the 25th. Happy Thanksgiving!

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS SUNDAY
Congregational Meeting Reminder:
Just a quick reminder that we will be having our congregational meeting this Sunday to elect a new
class of Deacons and Elders for a two year term. The Nominating Committee is presenting the following slate of candidates, however, additional nominations will be accepted from the floor.
Deacon

Elder

Jim Bagby

Bobby Neal

Christi Neal

Linda Schumacher

Martha Walsmith

Jana Henderson

Joann Bagby
Barry Holmes
Carla Weisz

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Come One, Come All
On Sunday, following our meeting, we will be decorating
the church for the Advent season and everyone is invited to
join in. This is a fun activity for all ages and we know you
are going to have a great time decorating while listening
and singing along to Christmas Carols.

What’s Happening
This Week!
Sunday, November 21
Reign of Christ Sunday
9:30AM—Sunday School
10:45AM—Worship
12:00PM—Congregational Meeting
Parlor Fellowship
Hanging of the Greens
Nut Order Pickup

Christian Education offers Sunday School for children and

Monday, November 22
10AM-Nut Order Pickup
OFFICE—CLOSED

co-lead a study on Elijah: A Man of Heroism and Humility

Tuesday, November 23
OFFICE—CLOSED

Sunday, November 21

Wednesday, November 24
OFFICE—CLOSED
Thursday, November 25
OFFICE—CLOSED

Friday, November 26
OFFICE —CLOSED
Saturday, November 27
Sunday, November 28
First Sunday of Advent
9:30AM—Advent Workshop
No Sunday School
10:45AM—Worship
12:00PM—Parlor Fellowship
See FULL church calendar at
www.brpcraytown.org

youth grades K-12 and adults at 9:30AM. Come and join
together so we can continue our spiritual; growth and
get closer to God.

ADULTS - Carla Weisz and Shelley Melewski continue to
by Charles R. Swindoll and Elijah by Priscilla Shirer.

Liturgist: Jim Bagby
Youth Message: Barbara Ham
Tech Support: Linda Schumacher
Bobby Neal
Don Young

