Dear Blue Ridge Family,

Steeple Talk

╬Building

Relationships with People in Christ

November 2021

Back in March of last year when the Covid pandemic was just getting started and
resulted in many businesses, sporting events, and churches having to shut their
doors, little did we realize that we would still be dealing with Covid issues today.
As more people get the vaccine, and now the booster shot, lets pray that new cases
of Covid will decrease and that we can open our church to more activities. Already,
our church is open for worship and some safe activities. Our Stewardship theme this
year is “Better Together” and let us pray that we can put this Covid pandemic to
rest.
I gave a devotion to the Finance Committee last month on Stewardship. It was
written by a Rev. Tom Donnelly and the Finance Committee asked that I share his
thoughts with you in this Stewardship Letter:
“When it comes to stewardship, I can't help but do the math. If I give a percentage of
my time, talents, and treasures to the Lord, then the net result will be that I have less
time, talents and treasures to be used as I see fit…The problem with this train of
thought is that it is a train of human thought. God works in a different scope of
economy. God is never a one-for-one transactor. He can touch one life, and through
that life touch millions. Our God can take our one hour or our $100 and bless us is
such a way that we never miss it. Somehow, He makes it all work out because that is
what He promised to do.”
Sunday, Nov. 7 will be Stewardship Sunday. We will be taking the opportunity to
make our pledge to God’s church here at Blue Ridge so that the ministry started here
over 70 years ago will continue to grow and prosper.
By filling out a pledge form, you make the ministries of our church happen. Your
pledge also enables the leadership of the church to plan wisely for the year to come.
I thank you for your generous support of Blue Ridge over the years and ask that you
prayerfully consider your commitment for 2022.
May the secrets of stewardship move us to be cheerful givers.
Peace in Christ,
Ed Ingram and the Finance Committee

New Prayer Concerns
Theodora for healing and peace of heart.
Jim McCauley for healing from hip surgery and for Georgia as she cares for him.
Connie Oliver for healing.
We pray for Sandy’s health, and for Ron as he cares for her.
Kristen Barton, daughter to Debbie and Bob Jones, for healing.
Gary Oberlander, who will have surgery soon.
Larry and Barbara Ham’s daughter, Julie and son-in-law, David for healing.
Kerri McCorkle, who will have surgeries in November and December.
The family and friends of Kayla Whitney who was killed in a car accident.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Carla Weisz

Loydine Kranz

Sharon Wentz

Lucy Becka

Margaret and Gordon Neal

Kerri McCorkle

Anita Briggs

Bruce Odenbaugh Delores Lunceford (Dodie)

Jean Martin

The KR Family

Sandy Moore
Amy Banks

Joy
Pastor Elizabeth and all our committee members and their dedication.
Our guest pastor, the Rev. Melissa Potts Bowers.
Kenneth and Karen Clevenger celebrated their 40th Wedding anniversary.
Christi Neal, who donated her hair to “Wigs for Kids”.
Paul and Sue Luce who visited from Texas and who continue to do so much for BRPC.
Avis’ step-daughter for delivering meals and making life easier for her.
Christi and Bobby who are going to be first time grandparents.
Woody Webb, Barbara Ham and Mary Lou who all celebrate birthdays this month.
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YOUR SESSION AT WORK

NOVEMBER SESSION UPDATE
This year has just flown by and the holiday season is upon us. November is a time to stop and really
give thanks for all the blessings you have received. To be thankful for God’s forgiveness for our sins,
for God’s love, for the hope, strength and peace He provides. It is also a time to give thanks for our
family and friends, the food we have to eat, the clothes we have to wear, the roof we have over our
head, our church family and pastor. It is also a time to be thankful for our differences. Can you
imagine how boring the world would be If we were all the same, thought exactly the same way and
did things exactly the same way. God created each of us, but he did not make us all the same. He
gave each of us gifts and wants us to share those gifts with others. As we give thanks for all that we
have been given, let us not forget those who are struggling emotionally, physically, financially, etc.
As the hands and feet of God, we should lift others up and share the bountiful gifts we have been
provided.
Your Session met last month on a cold and very rainy night via Zoom. Approval was provided for an
outdoor Halloween Fellowship complete with cider and donuts, an Advent event (more details to
come) and a Congregational meeting for November 21 to elect the upcoming class of Deacons and
Elders. Session is grateful for the leadership that Pastor Elizabeth provides and for the amazing
work of our Deacons.
May you and your family be blessed with a wonderful Thanksgiving. "Let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful." Colossians
3:15
May the Peace of Christ be with you today and always!
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CHRISTIAN ED
SUNDAY SCHOOL for ALL!
Christian Education offers Sunday School for children
and youth in grades K-12th and adults at 9:30 AM.
Come and join together so we can continue our spiritual
growth and get closer to God. We are connecting in
person, but continue to wear masks. NOTE: We will
not be offering breakfast treats at this time until the
church says it is safe to do so.
K-5th grades will be discussing morality, handling tough
choices, managing feelings of rejection and sins.
6-12th grades will discuss how Christians can handle
their free time; helping them understand their family
and teach then how to strengthen their family ties; music videos they watch how they are influenced by them
and how they can make decisions about them in the
future. How to deal with the pressures of drinking will
also be discussed this month.
ADULTS - Carla Weisz and Shelley Melewski will continue to co-lead a study on Elijah: A Man of Heroism and
Humility by Charles R. Swindoll and Elijah by Priscilla
Shirer.

DEACONS
The best “JOB” is being a Deacon……….
The amazing thing to me is through our
history at BRPC, we have always had a caring bunch of
people that make up our church family. I believe that
fact is still true and we are really blessed because of
that. We are still going through the Covid pandemic
but by all accounts the ‘numbers’ continue to get
better. Thank you Lord!
So what does that have to do with being a
Deacon? Everything!! To me that’s the number 1
requirement for being a Deacon, being caring.
Especially during the last couple of years where we
have been separated for the most part, our Deacons
have been reaching out to keep in contact with our
church family and surrounding everyone with love and
hope. And we are all the better for it. Yes, there are
other Deacon duties that require some participation
during worship services and sometimes special
services but that is very minimal and we all cover for
each other when someone can’t be there on any given
Sunday
Very soon, the nominating committee will be
contacting some individuals that we think would be
marvelous Deacons. I sincerely hope that if you get
one of those calls, that you pray about it and answer
‘the call’ that we know you will be so good at. BRPC
needs you. We will be looking for 5 or 6 to come with
new ideas and help us maintain the inviting attitude of
our congregation. I know what some of you are
thinking …. “I’ve already been there and done that.”
Good, but you’re still able to love and care for others
and that’s what we’re looking for.
1 Peter 5: 2 tells us “Be shepherds of God’s
flock that is under your care, watching over them, not
because you must but because you are willing as God
wants you to be.”

BRPC Sunday Schedule
Communion 1st Sunday
9:30AM - Sunday School Class for all ages

And that reminds me, if you feel the spirit, you don’t
have to wait for the call, you can call me or Carla Weisz
or Karen Clevenger and volunteer (that is not really a
bad word). A volunteer and/or a servant is someone
that wants to be involved and a vital part of our
church. I love you all and as I said last week from the
lectern, WE are the church together !!
Mike Schumacher

10:45AM - Worship
12:00PM - Fellowship
Join us for parlor fellowship following worship, everyone is
welcome.

Page 4

MISSIONS & OUTREACH

ATTENTION !

We have been gone so long from church that you
may have forgotten about Patty's Puzzle Place.
Check it out!

Book Club meets November 17, at 1:00. More
later on what book we will review. It is always
fun, so come visit us.

MICAH needs winter clothes for sizes 2T,
3 and up to 18 years.
Winter shoes sizes 11,12,13, kids.
Winter blankets and men’s small jeans are needed.
If you donate food or water, please put a receipt or
copy of one with the items or in Linda
Lockwood's box, as they can receive monetary gifting
with those receipts.

Saturday, 11-13-2021
Woody will celebrate his 103rd birthday.
He is doing well, but no longer driving. His
daughter, Janet has requested we throw
him a card shower.
Please mail your cards to:
10300 East 72 St
Raytown, Missouri 64133

Carla needs any information on College or
Military young people from Blue Ridge.

Nutty News: You are welcome to
take Farmstead Nut forms now for
yourself or work, friends or family.
October 17 and November 7, we will have tables
for people to fill out a form at church. All forms
must be back at church on November 11. We
can mail you a form if needed. Let Marsha Elbasani or the office know, please. Pick-up will
be Sunday the 21st, or Monday, the 22nd from
10am till noon. We will deliver to those who
cannot make it to church. Thanks!
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STEWARDSHIP
SUNDAY IS
NOVEMBER 7TH!
To show what we can do together,
please bring your 2022 pledge forms to
worship 11/7. Or, mail to the church office before that date.
(be sure to use PO BOX 16536)

Stewardship letter & Pledge forms were
mailed 10/26/21. If you did not receive
yours, there are extra copies on the round
table by the office door.
Please take one.
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PROPERTY
ONGOING IMPROVEMENTS
The first floor carpet in the parlor, offices, hallway, classrooms, and nursery has been scheduled for cleaning. We
are hoping to finally eliminate the stains still apparent from
the prior roof issues. Although we experienced some delays, ground work is scheduled to level and lay seed where
summer plumbing work was done. We again thank Larry
Ham and Deanna Nolan for their faithful labors of love in
keeping the grounds so beautiful. We are addressing minor
repairs with pipes as well as improving outside drainage.
Bids are being assessed for repairs to the northwest porch
area as well as gutters. Improvements were made to the
pastor's door. We thank Hoot Mann for his continued
assistance with lighting in and outside the church.
FIRE PROTECTION/SECURITY UPGRADES
The extensive fire protection upgrades and security upgrades through Maxim Alarm Services have been completed. We are exploring a few additional security upgrades for
optimal safety and security. The Keri door system is fully
functional now. Special thanks to the Deacons for their
patience.
FUTURE CLEANING DAYS

A major cleaning in the kitchen and Fellowship Hall
will still be scheduled in coordination with Fellowship
Committee. Other more pressing property needs as
well as health issues, travel schedules, and unexpected
events have caused this to be delayed. We don't want
to burden anyone with unrealistic expectations, especially with the approaching holidays, so we don't know
yet when this will be scheduled. Our entire kitchen
will need to be cleaned from top to bottom, including
all flat surfaces, dishes, pans, etc., as things have not
been used for close to two years. Some of the first
floor kitchenette has already been cleaned. We will be
asking for as many volunteers as possible to help
make the work lighter. Thank you in advance for
helping prepare our downstairs and kitchenette for
future events again. Please watch for more info to
come.
DOOR SECURITY

Please remember to push after exiting, pull after entering. Thank you.

FINANCE
September 30, 2021 Financial Report
INCOME
BUDGET YTD.

ACTUAL YTD

$144,314.17.

$135,767.43

EXPENSES
BUDGET YTD.

ACTUAL YTD

$141,313.60.

$133,805.07

We’re still holding our own in spite of all of the changes that
have taken place in our church life thanks to your faithfulness.
November is an important month in the life of the church as
we carefully consider our pledges during the Stewardship
Campaign. This is very IMPORTANT because from these
pledges we propose a 2022 budget, which will be voted on
by the Session.
Your TIME, TALENT & PLEDGES are all important in
our church life.
The Finance Committee

ENDOWMENT FUND
If your birthday is this month
please consider contributing to the
BRPC Endowment Fund. Pick an
amount to contribute, $1.00, $2.00 or more multiplied by
your age would help build this Endowment so that the
interest earned can be used to help our community.
Please make note on the memo line of your check and
mail to:
BRPC ATTN: Linda Schumacher
PO BOX 16536
RAYTOWN, MO

64133

THANK YOU
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POINSETTIAS FOR SALE
Beautiful red or white poinsettias
will again be available for purchase
through Farrand Farms. Orders will
be taken Sunday, October 31
through Sunday, November 17.
Order forms will be available on the parlor table. The
cost is still just $12 each as in years past. Please consider purchasing one or more of these stunning
Christmas plants for yourself, as a gift to others, or in
honor or memory of others.
Plants will be on display for the Christmas Eve service
and can be picked up after worship for enjoyment at
home. If you need help with delivery for Christmas,
please let us know. Thank you in advance for helping
decorate the sanctuary in gorgeous and colorful foliage for our Christmas Eve service. If you have any
questions, please see Shelley Melewski, Karen
Clevenger, or Christi Neal.
Special thanks to Shelley for again processing the
orders.

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS WELCOME
Please consider joining this vital committee that oversees all aspects of the worship experience. We meet
regularly on the second Monday of the month at 4
PM. Our next meeting is November 8.

MELISSA POTTS-BOWERS
Thank you to Rev. Melissa Potts-Bowers who
filled the pulpit on October 10 and 17 while
Pastor Elizabeth was gone.
HOME COMMUNION
On World Communion Sunday, October 3, communion was served to homebound members. Thank you
to Mike Schumacher for organizing this wonderful
ministry. We thank all those who helped. We encourage everyone to assist next time; all are welcome to
help. Our next home communion will be May 1, 2022.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Nov. 7

Nov. 14

Nov. 21

Nov.28

Dec. 5
Dec. 12

Dec. 19
Dec. 24

Dec. 26
Jan. 2

Pledge Sunday, Communion
Advent Devotional Deadline. Last day
to turn in your summary of a Christmas
carol for the upcoming devotional.
All Saint's Day (observed). We will
honor all who have passed in the last
year with a remembrance bell banner.
Reign of Christ Sunday. We will celebrate the liturgical year with verses,
hymns, and parament colors of the year.
Hanging of the Greens. After worship,
everyone is invited to help decorate the
church as we sing along with carols.
First Sunday of Advent. Our theme
be "Tidings of Comfort and Joy," with a
focus on the good news of Christ's birth
through the history and lyrics of Christmas carols. BRPC is exploring opportunities for a safe fellowship event, perhaps where we can make cards or crafts
for Christmas gifts.
Second Sunday of Advent.
Third Sunday of Advent. Children's
Pageant based upon "The Friendly
Beasts."
Fourth Sunday of Advent. Original
Cantata presented by Chancel Choir.
Christmas Eve Service. We will have
just one service this year, time TBD.
Please plan to invite your family, friends,
and neighbors to this beautiful service.
Also, please let Mike Schumacher know
if you would like to be on the list for a
ride to the service.
Hymn Sing led by Mike Schumacher.
Birthday Recognitions begin again; we
will celebrate all those born in January.
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A Little Wise Owl

THANK YOU

A little wise owl
Came my way
Wearing an acorn hat
And this he did say:

OWL-ways count your blessings
OWL-ways be kind too
OWL-ways know you have a friend
OWL-ways know you’re special too!
-a.s. waldrop

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
ENDS SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 7.
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Sunday

07

Pastor &

Youth

Liturgists

Message

P: Pastor Elizabeth
L: Jo Riggs

14

28

CLOSED

Tech Ministry
Slides
Audio

Guest Book

S Mary Ziegenhorn
A Ken Clevenger
C Mike Schumacher

P: Pastor Elizabeth
L: Don Young

21

Pastor Elizabeth

Nursery

P: Pastor Elizabeth
L: Jim Bagby

P: Pastor Elizabeth
L: Karen Clevenger

Christi Neal

Barbara Ham

Pastor Elizabeth

S Jo Riggs
A Craig Ziegenhorn
C Bill Melewski

S Linda Schumacher
A Bobby Neal
C Don Young

S Carol Schumacher
A Don Young
C Bobby Neal
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November 2021
Sunday
31

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Happy Halloween
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday School
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Worship
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

7

8

9

10

11

12

Communion Sunday
PLEDGE SUNDAY
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday School
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Worship
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship

1:00 PM Finance
Committee Meeting
4:00 PM Worship
Committee Meeting

12:00 PM
Missions&Outreach
Cmtee Mtg.
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Property Cmtee Mtg

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM
5 x 5 Bells
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM
Chancel Chimes
7:00 PM Choir

NUT ORDERS ARE
DUE
1:00 PM Christian
Education Cmtee Mtg

BRPC Business
Office Closed

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday School
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Worship
12:00 PM NUT ORDER
PICKUP
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
NUT ORDER PICKUP

28

29

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday School
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Worship
12:00 PM Parlor
Fellowship

23

30

6

BRPC Business
Office Closed

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM
5 x 5 Bells
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM
Chancel Chimes
7:00 PM Choir

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
6:30 PM - 10:00 PM
Sunday School
New Harmony Hand10:30 AM Chancel Choir ful Rehearsal
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Worship
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship
12:30 PM - 1:00 PM Deacon Meeting

Saturday

13

20

1:00 PM Book Club 7:00 PM Session
5:30 PM - 6:00 PM Meeting
5 x 5 Bells
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM
Chancel Chimes
7:00 PM Choir

BRPC Business
NEWSLETTER
Office Closed
DEADLINE
7:00 PM Quiddler
(Parlor)

24

25

26

Happy Thanksgiving

BRPC Business
Office Closed

2

3

1
5:30 PM - 6:00 PM
5 x 5 Bells
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM
Chancel Chimes
7:00 PM Choir

BRPC Business
Office Closed

27

4

Blue Ridge Presbyterian Church
6429 Blue Ridge Blvd.

November

PO BOX 16536

2021

Raytown, MO 64133
Phone: 816 353-2296

The Mission of BRPC is to

office@brpcraytown.org

 Proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ;

Website: www.brpcraytown.org

 Worship God with reverence, warmth and joy;
 Nourish faith and discipleship through prayer,
fellowship, giving, study and service;

In God We Trust

 Work for justice and peace; and
 Share the love of Christ with the community
and the world.

BRPC Staff
Pastor: Elizabeth Meador Strobel
email: elmstrobel@gmail.com
Office Manager: Karen Argo
email: office@brpcraytown.org
Director of Music: Grace Cox-Johnson
email: fuscia567@gmail.com
Organist: Linda Mann
email: themanns@manneco.com

