
S
t

e
e

p
l

e
 T

a
l

k
  

  
  

╬
B

u
i

l
d

i
n

g
 

R
e

l
a

t
i

o
n

s
h

i
p

s
 

w
i

t
h

 
P

e
o

p
l

e
 

i
n

 
C

h
r

i
s

t
 

 

  

 

June  2021 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

I have never preached a summer the same way twice.  Sometimes I just preach 

through the lectionary; other times, I create a whole series for the summer; still other 

times, I do short mini-series based on what the church is doing.  This summer, I plan 

to do three monthly series – one each for June, July, and August.  

 

Our June summer sermon series will focus on the books of 1 & 2 Samuel and will be 

called “God at Work: Samuel & David.”  If you haven’t read the books of Samuel in a 

while, you are in good company – neither have I!  We won’t cover the whole story   

(we could spend a year doing that!), but will cover several highlights of the Prophet    

Samuel and his role in the leadership of King  David.   

 

June 6 – 1 Samuel 3 tells the story of God’s call to Samuel as a child 

June 13 – 1 Samuel 15-16 tells the story of Samuel anointing young David as the 

next king 

June 20 – 1 Samuel 17 tells the story of David and Goliath 

June 27 – 1 Samuel 5 tells the story of how the (now adult) King David unites the 

Kingdom of Israel 

 

While each of these stories give a particular insight into these fascinating characters 

and their lives of faith, there is a strong theme that runs throughout:  God works 

through wonderfully ordinary people to make extraordinary things happen.   

 

I invite you to join us for worship in June as we learn (or re-learn) these amazing     

stories and ponder what extraordinary things God may do through us! 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Elizabeth 

 

 



 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns  
   Sharon Wentz 

   Kerri McCorkle 

   Sandy Moore 

   Christi Neal 

   Mary Lou and Gary’s daughter, Laura and her husband Mark                                                                                      

   Grandson to Paul and Donna Vance who has returned to Afghanistan                                                           

   Anita Briggs            Bruce Odenbaugh           Loydine Kranz         Jean Martin 

   Amy Banks           The KR Family                 Lucy Becka                Margaret and Gordon Neal         

  

Paul and Sue Luce request cards of encouragement and care to his mother, Margaret Luce, who has         

recently made the transition to an assisted living facility.  Margaret's address is: 

Margaret Luce 

Ridgeview Healthcare & Rehab 

30    4th Street 

Curwensville   PA   16833 

                                              JOY 

                                        Ivy Grace who is now home after a long stay in the NICU 

                                                                 

                                                        MEMORIAL SERVICE 

                            A Memorial Service for our dear friend Edgar Urriola will be held on Friday,  

                                                           June 18 at 10AM in our sanctuary. 
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    SESSION AT WORK 

 

 

 

 

 

With God’s love, we made it!  With God’s strength, we made it!  

With God’s grace, we made it.  And with patience, we made it!  

During the past fourteen months, we have learned to worship 

away from our church home, but we were finally able to return 

to our sanctuary on Pentecost Sunday and worship God to-

gether with our new pastor.  What a glorious day it was!  Truly 

felt like a rebirth/renewal of our church and hopefully our 

commitment to God.  Thank you Lord for the blessings you 

have bestowed upon us and for the lessons that we all learned 

along the way.  I pray that the good things, and there are many, 

that came from the pandemic will not be lost.  We can find 

ways to help others and to worship without being in our 

church home.  

Session continues to work hard and follow God’s guidance and 

to discern his will.  Session met last Thursday and out of an 

abundance of love for our congregation, approved the recom-

mendation of the Reopening Task Force to require masks and 

social distancing during worship at least through the end of 

June.  We understand that masking requirements and guidelines 

have changed, but we want all that attend to feel welcome and 

safe while attending worship in the sanctuary, but requiring 

only those that are non-members or unvaccinated to wear a 

mask does not feel very welcoming.  The Reopening Task 

Force will meet again before the next Session meeting to re-

evaluate this recommendation.  Session also approved the task 

forces’ recommendations which allows the return of limited 

singing by the congregation while wearing masks, internal 

groups/committees as well as outside groups, regardless of 

size, to meet inside the church or outside.  However, outside 

groups are asked to wear masks and social distance.  All groups 

that use our church for meetings will be required to sanitize 

equipment/space they use.  Additionally, the task force recom-

mended that the church reopen for funeral services; but only 

refreshments should be served following the service.   

May we all continue to have patience as we move forward with 

gradually returning to “normal”.  It may be a little bit different 

normal, but we took the first step on Sunday, May 23rd.    

May the Peace of Christ be with each of you today and every 

day and may you take an opportunity to share God’s love with 

all that you meet!  Enjoy your summer and savor those mo-

ments with your family! 

 

 

Kim Scheerer, Clerk of Session        

INCOME 

    Budget YTD.           Actual YTD 

    $62,806.12.             $67,362.44 

EXPENSES 

    Budget YTD.           Actual YTD 

    $62,804.60.             $57,698.61 

 

We are nearly halfway through the year & we 

have not had to draw from savings to meet the 

expenses.  Thanks to all of our congregation for 

being so faithful with their giving. 

It is time to apply for a Joy Scholarship for the 

fall semester.  If you are attending college 

or trade school please contact Sandy Moore or 

the office for an application along with the 

Guidelines.  Please return to office by email or 

send to 

PO BOX 16536, Raytown Mo. 64133,  

Attention Sandy Moore.  

We need these returned ASAP. 

 

                               ENDOWMENT FUND 

If your birthday is this month please consider              

contributing to the BRPC Endowment Fund. Pick an 

amount to contribute, $1.00, $2.00 or more multiplied by 

your age would help build this Endowment so that the 

interest earned can be used to help our community. 

Please make note on the memo line of your check and 

mail to our  

PO BOX 16536  

RAYTOWN, MO    64133 

                                                                     

        THANK YOU 

            FINANCE 



SUNDAY SCHOOL  

CE gives a grateful and heartfelt thanks to Charlie 

Chick for leading Adult SS via ZOOM these last several 

months.  It was educational and a spiritually filled time 

as we shared together and grew in our faith. 

CE is praying and planning for Sunday School to re-

sume in the fall for All.  Stay tuned for church updates 

through the summer.   

Father’s Day:  For some Father’s Day may be a difficult 

holiday to celebrate.  Each one of us has different ex-

periences with our families.  Be assured as a child of 

God every person has an Everlasting Father.  He never 

leaves or forsakes His children.  Having an Everlasting 

Father gives us comfort because we can know that no 

matter what happens in our lives, we can trust God to 

take care of us as a loving Father would. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4  “Praise be to God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 

God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, 

so that we can comfort those in any trouble with com-

fort we ourselves have received From God.”    
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SUMMER CAMPS:  If you remember, CE had to make 

the difficult decision to not host a camp at the church 

this summer; however, there are still a variety of 

camps available through Heartland Camps in Parkville.  

There are also Traveling Day Camps being offered in 

Lee’s Summit and Blue Springs.  It is recommended 

that you register ASAP as there are fewer spots this 

year and they are filling up quickly.  CE will once again 

provide financial assistance of 50% for an individual’s 

camp cost after you pay the deposit upon registration.  

Applications for financial assistance are available in 

the church office and CE needs to receive completed 

applications as soon as you register for a camp.  All 

camps (including Traveling Day Camps) are eligible for 

financial assistance and information is detailed on the 

Heartland Camps website at www.hearlandcamps.org.  

 

RUMMAGE SALE:  Linda S. and Jana H. have agreed 

once again to coordinate the rummage sale when 

safe to do so.   An August or September date is be-

ing considered dependent upon the opening of the 

church and status of pandemic.  Please keep saving 

your good stuff and watch for updates. 

                      CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

May 23, 2021  

Our first in-person worship service in the year 2021 celebrating Day of Pentecost. 

http://www.hearlandcamps.org
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MISSIONS & OUTREACH 
“Together Again” 

 

 

 

 

Reaping Rewards for Reap:  Did you know that 

REAP started in this very church and had an of-

fice here for several years. Faith Presbyterian   

also was very involved,  with the Christmas Store 

being held at that church. 

We want to have a BIG push for four weeks, be-

ginning when we start back to church on the 

23rd.  A volunteer told me they have been     

fortunate with food donations, but please NO 

green beans or corn!  She added that they really 

need grooming  items-shampoo, deodorant, 

tooth paste, etc., and women's personal items. 

Another need is cleaning supplies.  When you 

are doing your shopping, why not put some 

laundry detergent, floor cleaner, or any personal 

items in your cart.  Let's see how much we can 

gather in the next 4 weeks!  

We don't want to forget about Micah Ministry.  

They are having  a Little Pantry drive now and 

Marsha has more information about this.   

Book Club meets June 23 at 1pm at church to 

discuss "The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the 

Horse" by Charlie Mackesy.  Please join us even 

is you have not read the book.  It is always a fun 

time! 

Don't forget to support the Pentecost Offering.  

We keep 40% in our congregation and donate it 

to the Summer Lunch Program.  Thanks to all 

who contribute to all our missions.! 

 

 

     DAY OF PENTECOST 



                       WHAT’S HAPPENING 

               Patty’s Puzzle Place                 

We currently have an over abundance of puzzles and 

would like to share. If you would like a puzzle, or two, 

or three call the office or contact Marsha Elbasani. 

Someone will make arrangements for you to pick up 

or we will find someone to deliver if need 

be. 

 

 

 

 

REAP is offering Free Grocery Fridays 

from 11am to noon.  

Please call: 816-356-0054 for more infor-

mation.   

Thank you to everyone for contributing 

to this great cause. 
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June 23    The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the 

Horse ,Charlie Mackesy              Marsha Elbasani 

July  28    Songteller, My Life in Lyrics  Dolly                 

Parton                                        Linda Lockwood    

August 25 The Lost and Fund Bookstore, Susan 

Wiggs                                          Sandy  Moore

  

Sept 22    The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 

Pie Society,    Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Banks

               Martha Wallsmith  

October  27  Faye Wasco  to be announced 

November   17 (week early due to Thanksgiving) 

December    do we want to meet if so could be 

the 15th 

 

Romans 8:22-27 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in[a] hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes[b] for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes[c] with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God,[d] who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit[e]  intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28126a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28126b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28128c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28129d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A22-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28129e
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By the time you read this we will be thinking of 

June and the months ahead, so let my words be 

a reflection on the month of May. 

 

Every month is special for different reasons. I     

always look forward to the spring months in        

anticipation of warmer weather and more oppor-

tunities to be outside.  When I changed my       

calendar over from April to May and was looking 

at the special days highlighted, I decided to share 

what came to mind at the time, which is 

“celebration.”  My 2021 calendar is from PETA – 

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals.  

Each month features a picture and story about a 

wild or domesticated animal who was rescued, 

and are now enjoying happy lives.  May begins 

with “be kind to animals” week.  Other special 

days noted are May Day, Mother’s Day, Memorial 

Day, Orthodox    Easter Sunday, Shavuot, and 

Victoria Day (Canada).  I personally look forward 

to Teacher Appreciation week, the last day of 

school, family birthdays, and planting flowers and 

a little garden.  During May our BRPC family had 

reasons to celebrate, such as a baby girl coming 

home after a long stay in the NICU,  sharing 

memories at a celebration of a life, being able to 

hold in-person committee meetings in the build-

ing, and our first in-person worship  service in 

the sanctuary on Pentecost Sunday. And the lift-

ing of some of the COVID restrictions in our 

community. 

 

I hope you find something to celebrate every day 

of every month. 

 

“This is the day that the Lord has made, let us   

rejoice and be glad in it.”   

Psalm 118:24 

 

Karen Clevenger, 

for the Deacons 

DEACON’S  Corner                     

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

BRPC will again recognize those graduating 

from high school, trade school, and college.  

Please submit information via email, text, or 

phone with the name of your family’s graduate, 

relationship to you, name of school, and de-

gree/diploma to Christi Neal by June 20.  

Once she has received your information, she 

will contact you to ensure accuracy. 

 

We will plan to recognize graduates during 

worship in August.  The date is yet to be       de-

termined.  We realize that this is later than usu-

al, but we want to make sure that we have not 

missed anyone who graduated last summer, 

fall, or this spring (basically since the spring of 

2020).  Thank you in advance for sharing this 

achievement with our church    family.  

 

PENTECOST 

We CELEBRATED not only the birth of our 

Lord’s church but also meeting again in per-

son on Pentecost Sunday, May 23.  Thank you 

to everyone who helped make the day so spe-

cial!  Praise the Lord!!!   

 

OUR COMMITTEE 

Anyone interested in learning more about Wor-

ship Committee or serving on it is encouraged 

to contact Karen Clevenger.   Thank you. 

 

                           SPECIAL MUSIC 

This summer we will again be 

welcoming folk to offer their 

gifts of music to Sunday morn-

ing worship.  If you, or someone you know, 

would like to sing or play for Sunday morning 

special music, please contact Linda Mann at 

themanns@manneco.com to schedule a date. 

We can do either live, in-person or recorded 

performances. 

         WORSHIP 

mailto:themanns@manneco.com
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Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy  
Spirit. Amen.  

 

                                 May 23, 2021! 
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WHOO 

KNOWS? 

Answers on Page 10 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Sunday 
Pastor &                                  

Liturgists 

Youth             

Message 

Nursery  

CLOSED 

       Tech Ministry                      
Slides  

Audio     

Camera   

Guest Book 

      6 

 

P:   Elizabeth 

L:   Karen 

Clevenger 

Christi Neal  

 

S    Linda Schu 

A    

C   Bobby Neal 

 

     13 

 

P:   Elizabeth 

L:   Don Young 

 

Pastor  

Elizabeth 
 

 

S   Jo Riggs 

A   Bill Melewski 

C   John Starcke 

  

     20 

P:    Elizabeth 

L:    Jana  

Henderson 

Jana  

Henderson 
 

 

S   Bobby Neal 

A   Mary Z. 

C   Mike Schu 

  

     27 
P:  Elizabeth 

L:  Mike Schu 
 Mike Schu  

 

S  Jana Henderson 

A  Craig Ziegenhorn 

C  Bill Melewski 

 

      

   JUNE WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

WHOO 

KNOWS? 

answers 
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June 2021 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
Trinity Sunday 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM 

Worship 
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Celebration of Life for 

LuAnn Reese at Unity 

Village 

31 
Memorial Day 

1 
10:00 AM All Staff 

Mtg. 

2 3 4 
BRPC Business Office 

Closed 

5 

6 
Communion Sunday 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM 

Worship 

7 8 
12:00 PM  M&O 

Cmtee Mtg. 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Property Cmtee Mtg 

9 10 
1:00 PM Christian 

Education Cmtee 

Mtg 

11 
BRPC Business Office 

Closed 

12 

13 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM 

Worship 

14 
1:00 PM Finance 

Committee Meeting 

15 16 17 
5:30 PM Worship 

Comm. Meeting 
7:00 PM Deacon's 

Meeting 

18 
BRPC Business Office 

Closed 
10:00 AM Memorial 

Service for Edgar 

Urriola 

19 

20 
Fathers Day 
NEWSLETTER DEAD-

LINE 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM 

Worship 

21 
 

22 23 
1:00 PM Book Club 

24 
7:00 PM Session 

Meeting 

25 
BRPC Business Office 

Closed 

26 

27 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM 

Worship 

28 29 30 1 2 
BRPC Business Office 

Closed 

3 



 

 

           

 Pastor:  Elizabeth Meador Strobel   

           email:   elmstrobel@gmail.com                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 Office Manager:  Karen Argo                                                                                
 email:   office@brpcraytown.org 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                     

 Director of Music:  Grace Cox-Johnson                                                                                  
 email:   fuscia567@gmail.com                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 Organist:  Linda Mann                                                                                                    
 email:    themanns@manneco.com                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 Nursery Supervisor: Kerri McCorkle                                                                                         
 email:    ryleedog2009@gmail.com                                                                                              

        

                                                                                                                                 

  

                  
      
   

Blue Ridge Presbyterian Church 

6429 Blue Ridge Blvd. 

PO BOX 16536 

Raytown, MO 64133 

Phone:  816 353-2296 

office@brpcraytown.org 

Website: www.brpcraytown.org                               

           BRPC Staff 

         JUNE 

          2021 

In God We Trust 

 

 

The Mission of BRPC is to 

 Proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ;  

 Worship God with reverence, warmth and joy;  

 Nourish faith and discipleship through prayer, 
fellowship, giving, study and service;  

 Work for justice and peace; and 

 Share the love of Christ with the community 
and the world. 

mailto:themanns@manneco.com

