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July/August  2021 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

July is going to bring some more changes in worship.  First of all, Session has voted to continue 

requiring masks in worship and in large gatherings through the month of August – that will    

remain the same.  Beginning July 11, though, the church will lift all other restrictions.  We will 

start to sing full hymns, allow anyone to make announcements, and resume Coffee Fellowship 

following worship (please mask unless you are actively eating/drinking).  These are some of our 

final steps toward feeling fully open, and I am so appreciative of your patience and enthusiasm as 

we worship together. 

I’m aware that for some of you, these changes are long overdue; for others, these changes are too 

soon.  Our goal is to keep everyone as reasonably safe as possible while still operating our       

ministries as openly as possible.  I’d encourage you to be mindful of each others’ boundaries as 

much as possible.  Some in our congregation may still prefer to social distance in the pews and 

even during the passing of the peace.  Some may wish to keep their masks on even when not  

required.  I know that we will all strive to care for and respect one another.  If you have discom-

fort with the new lack of restrictions, please contact me directly and we will figure out a way to 

make you most comfortable at church. 

In addition, we’ll also have a sermon series highlighting some of the Prophets of the Old         

Testament – Amos, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.  These sermons won’t build upon each other like our 

series in June has, but rather will be standalone sermons that you can follow even if you miss a 

Sunday or two (I know many of you will be traveling in July).  As always, you can catch sermons 

on our website if you miss them in person! 

It is so good to worship and work with all of you at BRPC!  I am so thankful to be your pastor, 

and grateful to spend another month doing God’s work here in Raytown. 

Peace, 

Pastor Elizabeth 

 

 



    

 

 

Jim Bagby who had knee replacement surgery on Monday, 28 and is doing well. 

Sharon Wentz    

Kerri McCorkle   

Sandy Moore    

Christi Neal 

Mary Lou and Gary’s daughter, Laura and her husband Mark                                                                                      

Grandson to Paul and Donna Vance who has returned to Afghanistan                                                           

Anita Briggs     Bruce Odenbaugh     Loydine Kranz       Jean Martin      Amy Banks     The KR Family      Lucy Becka                                             

Margaret and Gordon Neal                             
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“There is a time for everything, and a season for 

every activity under the heavens” (Ecclesiastes 

3:1 NIV) 

 

Seize the joy of the season, celebrate both 

the natural and the spiritual summers         

because God’s hand is in each one.  Natural 

summer is a time to feel the heavenly warmth 

on our face, for bearing fruit and embracing 

the abundant life that surrounds us. Eating a 

summer strawberry can remind us of our   

spiritual fruit of love, joy, peace, forbearance, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control.  So, relax, have fun,           

celebrate, and abide in gratitude for your 

blessings.  (Sarah Lundgren, The Glorious    

Table) 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you  

remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 

fruit; apart from me you can do                

nothing.” (John 15:5 NIV) 

 

Happy summer from your BRPC Deacons. 

  DEACON’S CORNER 

        OK, folks. 

This is no joke! 

I am finally stuck. 

OWLS ideas?  No luck! 

But after more than a year 

Maybe the time is getting near 

When we can again meet 

To play and eat. 

Until then 

Just grin! 

      

                 OWLS 
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    SESSION AT WORK 

I am not sure about all of you, but I am so thankful to 

be back in our sanctuary worshiping God, singing 

hymns (even though they are only a verse and very 

short which is probably good since I cannot carry a 

tune) and hearing Pastor Elizabeth’s  messages.  “God 

Did It” when he brought Pastor Elizabeth to us.    

Thank you Lord! 

Our church is blessed in so many ways.  From the 

amazing staff that kept our church running during a 

very challenging 14-month period to the volunteers 

that keep our church looking beautiful and those that 

answered Gods call to share their gifts with our church 

by serving as Elders, Deacons, committee chairs and 

volunteers.  We hope that as life continues to return to 

“normal” that more of our congregation members will 

answer the call and share their God given gifts.   

Out of an abundance of love and concern for the    

congregation, Session approved the recommendation 

of the Reopening Task Force to continue to require 

masks during worship through the end of August 

which will allow us to continue with singing hymns.  

Coffee Fellowship following worship will return       

Sunday, July 11. 

May the Peace of Christ be with each of you today and 

every day and may you share God’s love with all that 

you meet! 

 

Kim Scheerer, Clerk of Session 

 

             

 
INCOME 

Budget YTD.       Actual YTD 

$78,507.73.          $90,206.05 

EXPENSES 

Budget YTD.       Actual YTD 

$78,506.40.          $72,094.17 

God’s people have been faithful in their giving 

& service. We thank you for that & because we 

have, God has blessed us. 

Half of the year has gone by so if you have not 

paid your Per Capita, which is $43.07, we would 

love to see this come in as we send a check 

each month to the Presbytery. 

Blessings from the Finance Committee. 

 

Mid-year statements  

of your giving to BRPC are not going to be 
issued this year. If you have any questions 

about your giving, don't hesitate to contact 
BRPC Financial Secretary, Linda Schumacher 
lindagschu@yahoo.com (don't forget the 

"g")   Thank you!                                            

                          

ENDOWMENT FUND 

If your birthday is this month please consider              

contributing to the BRPC Endowment Fund. Pick an 

amount to contribute, $1.00, $2.00 or more multiplied by 

your age would help build this Endowment so that the 

interest earned can be used to help our community. 

Please make note on the memo line of your check and 

mail to:                BRPC    ATTN: Linda Schumacher  

                            PO BOX 16536  

                            RAYTOWN, MO    64133 

                                       THANK YOU 

            FINANCE 

Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel 

were sitting together in church. Joel giggled, sang, 

and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had had 

enough. "You're not supposed to talk out loud in 

church." "Why? Who's going to stop me?" Joel asked. 

Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, 

"See those two men standing by the door?  

They're hushers."  

mailto:lindagschu@yahoo.com


SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Teachers will be ready to welcome children and youth 

on Sunday, September 12th when Sunday School   

begins again.  The Talk Sheets series will encourage K-

12 students to think, ask questions and talk about 

God.  Talk Sheets include meaningful activities and            

discussion starters to lead students learning how God 

wants them to live.  Adults will continue Bible study 

led by Charlie Chick; book studies led by our own 

faithful leaders; and special series led by Pastor       

Elizabeth.  Come one, come all as we gather together 

to continue our spiritual growth and get closer to God.   

 

RUMMAGE SALE:  We have dates!!  Wednesday   

August 25th – Saturday August 28th.  You may bring 

your “treasures” and “good stuff” to the church begin-

ning Tuesday August 3rd.  See the rummage sale flyer 

in this newsletter for additional information.  We can’t 

do this alone and will be needing help sorting, clean-

ing, and pricing items.  During the sale days we will 

need volunteers to help the shoppers, take money and 

bag items.  Proceeds from the sale will help fund CE 

activities and programs.  Your support is greatly      

appreciated!! 

 

 

PULPIT SUPPLY 

We welcome Pastor Ron Galvin back to BRPC on July 4 

while Pastor Elizabeth is on study leave.  We also look for-

ward to Rev. Eric Garbison filling the pulpit in August while 

Pastor Elizabeth is on vacation.  More information will be in 

the August newsletter.   

 

LITURGISTS AND CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

Thank you to everyone who serves as liturgist and to those 

who provide our children/youth messages each Sunday.  

We are blessed to have so many volunteers.  You are       

appreciated! 
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION IN AUGUST 

At this time, we are planning to recognize all graduates 

from summer, 2020 through summer, 2021 on either  

August 22 or 29.  This is new information, as we are now 

accepting names for graduates of classes this summer.  

The deadline for submission is now July 20.   

 

If you have a graduate in your family that you would like 

to be recognized,  you can still send the following infor-

mation to Christi Neal via email, phone, or in person:  

name of graduate, when person is graduating, where 

person is graduating from, degree (if known), and future 

plans (if known).  

 

MUSIC 

Thank you in advance for everyone who has shared or 

will share special music this summer.  We appreciate  

Linda Mann coordinating this ministry, and we             

appreciate everything that our music team and musicians 

share faithfully each week.  We send Grace love as she 

enjoys a well-deserved vacation.   

 

COMMUNION 

We look forward again to sharing communion in person 

with one another on July 4.  If you need help in any way 

with the individual communion cup that will be in the 

pew in front of you, please wave to a Deacon who will be 

standing by with gloves to assist you.  Thank you for 

your patience as we continue to navigate through this 

transition period and strive to ensure social distance and 

limited contact. 

 

GOOGLE BUSINESS INTERNET 

We are happy to report that our committee's research 

and recommendation to Session for an internet speed 

upgrade was approved by Session. BRPC now has a 

much faster and greatly improved internet provider.   

Hallelujah! 

 

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS WELCOME 

Please consider joining this vital committee that oversees 

all aspects of the worship experience.  Our next meeting 

will be Monday, August 16 at 4 PM. 

 

DOOR SECURITY 

Now that we are back in the building more, please     

remember to push when exiting, pull when entering to 

ensure that the doors have closed completely behind us.  

Thank you. 

       CHRISTIAN ED                            

            WORSHIP  
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July  28    She Came by it Natural                          

by Sarah Smarsh                                  Linda Lockwood    

August 25 The Lost and Fund Bookstore,          Susan 

Wiggs                        Sandy  Moore  

Sept 22    The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie 

Society,    Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Banks 

              Martha Wallsmith  

October  27  Faye Wasco  to be announced 

November   17 (week early due to Thanksgiving) 

December (do we want to meet if so could be the 15th) 

 

 

                   MICAH 

NEEDS:    Plastic bags, underwear for all 
(men, women, children), summer shoes for 
men and women. 

 

CALLING ALL COOKIE DIVAS…….As many of 

you already know, in addition to the clothes 

closet, Micah offers hot “to-go” meals. They 

faithfully serve a need in the community and 

their numbers continue to climb.  Every 

Monday there are between 400 and 800 

people  being served. 

We are calling on our “Cookie Divas” to help 

fill the need for no contact desserts.  If you 

would like to help in this effort, the request 

is 2 cookies per sandwich bag. These can be 

fresh or frozen. Marsha will pickup           

donations every Thursday by 10AM. 

Thank you to all our cookie divas and       

donors.  We appreciate you. 

                                    MISSIONS & OUTREACH 

We sent $415 to Presbytery for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  Just in case you forgot to donate to Pente-

cost Offering, it is not too late.  We keep 40% of that for the Summer Lunch Program.  The four week REAP bonanza 

was a success.  They received 170 items and many of those were more expensive cleaning and personal items.   

Thanks to everyone who has been so generous with all our offerings. 

You will have a chance to help out with school supplies later this summer, also.  We have helped REAP and MICAH 

Ministries in the past, and now, we are partnering with the schools across the street.  This seems like a lot, but most of 

the items are not too expensive.  We will let you know more details through the weekly news.   

FYI:  Lions' Club appreciates the eye glass donations, but cannot use sunglasses or the cases. 

Book Club will meet July 28 at 1pm.  There was a mix-up about the title, but this is the correct one:  Dolly Parton: She 

Came by it Natural, by Sarah Smarsh.  August 25, the book is still to be announced, but we will let you know as soon 

as possible. 

MICAH needs: small waist men's jeans; X-tra Large summer clothes for men and women.  Marsha Elbasani said the 

church is starting a soccer school this fall and that this summer there has been a Chinese take-our truck that comes 

occasionally as a treat. 

Our "Treat" is being back in worship together with our compassionate Pastor Elizabeth and her great sermons as well 

as her fun sense of humor!  Thank  you,  thank you!   
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August 25—28, 2021 

 

 

 Your items can be brought  to hallway outside Rooms 1 & 2  

 August 3—August 23 ..but….the sooner the better and if most items arrive by August 20th, 

it would be very helpful. 

 NO clothing, non-digital TV’s or non-working electronics, please 

 Someone will be at the church from 10am - 4pm. MONDAYS & THURSDAYS (8/5, 8/9, 8/12, 

8/16, & 8/19 to accept your donations. 

 If you need to arrange a different delivery date/time at church or need to arrange for pick up 

of your items, contact Linda or Jana. 

 We will be working other days as needed.  It all depends on when and what items we receive 

for the sale.  

 Those helping with the sale can pre-buy items.  We are asking all others to wait & make your 

purchases during the sale. 

 If you are donating sheets, blankets, comforters,, tablecloths , etc. please label with size 

so that we don’t have to unfold and measure - thanks! 

 It is also helpful if items are clean 

 Proceeds support BRPC Christian Education programs 

 Donation acknowledgement forms are available to claim your donation of goods on your tax-

es 

QUESTIONS???  

CALL LINDA SCHUMACHER       816-807-6318 OR 

JANA HENDERSON      816-392-2013 

(If you don’t get an answer, please leave a message) 
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BUILDING SECURITY 

Now that we are starting to get back to a new normal 

and using our facility again more, please do not leave 

an unlocked door unattended.  If doors are unlocked, 

please have someone monitor the open doors.             

We suggest monitoring the locked door and opening 

it for your meeting as people arrive.  Also, please wait 

to check that all doors securely close and lock after en-

tering or exiting the building.  Doors sometimes do not 

close completely.  After entering, PULL; after exiting, 

PUSH.  Thank you for helping keep all safe! 

 

LAWN AND LANDSCAPE  

We thank all of our church angels who help make our 

grounds look so beautiful.  Special thanks go to Larry 

Ham who mows, Deanna Nolan who trims the shrubbery, 

and all who plant flowers, pull weeds, water, etc.  You are 

all so very appreciated! 

 

THANK YOU, MICHAEL 

We are so blessed that Michael Schumacher is willing to 

continue to provide custodial services for BRPC at this 

time.  We are truly fortunate that he has taken on this 

ministry. 

 

PROJECTS 

BRPC's Property Committee has been quite busy in the 

last several weeks working to ensure that the building 

and grounds are safe and ready to be used fully.  We 

have done a great deal of maintenance work and have 

met with contractors from several companies regarding 

improvements and repairs.  More information will be 

forthcoming as it becomes available.  

 

 

BUILDING REQUEST FORMS 

Please remember to submit a building use request form 

for any event that is not regularly scheduled.  Mark it on 

the paper calendar with “pending” if you do not see a 

conflict.  We will notify you once it has been approved.  

Thank you. 

                  PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

 

KEY FOBS/ALARM REMINDER 

It has been so long since we have used key fobs for build-

ing use.  Here is a gentle reminder:  The security alarm sys-

tem is set to  automatically engage at 10:30 PM every 

night and disengage at 6:15 AM each morning.   

 

If you are/will be in the building after 10:30 PM and 

before 6:15 AM, you will need to deactivate the alarm 

system.  If you enter after 10:30 PM, go immediately to the 

control panel and enter your personal code + 1 (off button).  

You have 90 seconds to do this.  Entering your numbers + 1 

will disengage the system until you are ready to reset it pri-

or to leaving.  The warning system will start sounding as 

soon as the outside door is open.  Remember, you have 90 

seconds.  

 

If you are already in the building and will be there after 

10:30 PM, you cannot turn the system off early.  There are a 

series of short, high-pitched warnings every minute starting 

at 10:20 PM to remind you of the upcoming automatic 

alarm.  Again the alarm cannot be turned off ahead of 

time.  A higher and continuous warning sound begins at 

10:30 PM.  It is at this time that you will have 90 seconds to 

use your personal code + 1 (off) to disengage the alarm.  

Otherwise, the system will be set, an alarm will sound, and 

the monitoring company will notify us.  If you happen to be 

in an area where there is no motion detector, the alarm will 

sound as soon as you activate the sensor.  Again, you would 

have 90 seconds to turn the alarm off while using the build-

ing.   

 

Once you are finished using the building, you still need to 

set the alarm by entering your personal 4-digit code + 2 

(away) prior to leaving.  This gives you 90 seconds to 

leave the building before the alarm system engages.  If you 

do not reset the alarm upon leaving, the alarm will not be 

active, and the building will not be monitored via the secu-

rity system. 

 

If you do not remember your personal code, please contact 

Gary or Christi, and we will get that number to you.  If you 

have questions, please let us know.  We have an emergency 

number to use, but it is not for general use.  It is important 

for your safety and others that you use your personal code.  

If there should ever be an emergency, the monitoring com-

pany has a record of exactly who is in the building.  This 

helps BRPC ensure your personal safety.  Thank you.                                                                                                                          
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Sunday 
Pastor  and                            

Liturgists 

Youth             

Message 

Nursery  

CLOSED 

       Tech Ministry                      
Slides  

Audio     

Camera   
Guest Book 

     04 

 

P:   Rev. Dr. Ron       

      Galvin 

L:   Marsha  

         Elbasani 

 Barbara Ham  

 

S    Mary Ziegenhorn 

A    Bobby Neal 

C    Bobby Neal 

 

 

 

     11 

 

 

P:   Pastor Elizabeth 

L:   Linda Schu 

 

 

Linda Schu  

 

S    Jo Riggs 

A   Jim Bagby 

C   Don Young 

 

 

  

     18 
P:   Pastor Elizabeth 

L:   Connie Oliver 
Connie Oliver  

 

S   Linda Schumacher 

A   Craig Ziegenhorn 

C   John Starcke   

     25 
P:  Pastor Elizabeth 

L:  Jim Bagby 
 Christi Neal  

 

S  Carol Schumacher 

A  Mary Ziegenhorn 

C  Mike Schumacher  

      

   JULY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
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                                                   July 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

10:45 AM - 

Worship 

28 29 30 1 2 

BRPC      

Business     

Office Closed 

3 

4 

Communion 

Sunday 

 

10:45 AM - 

Worship 

5 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

6 

10:00 AM All 

Staff Mtg. 

7 8 

1:00 PM 

Christian Ed 

Cmtee Mtg 

9 

BRPC     

Business    

Office Closed 

10 

11 

 

10:45 AM - 

Worship 

12 

1:00 PM  

Finance 

Committee 

Meeting 

13 

12:00 PM  

M&O Cmtee 

Mtg. 

7:00 PM - 

8:00 PM 

Property 

Cmtee Mtg 

14 15 16 

BRPC     

Business  

Office Closed 

17 

18 

 

10:45 AM - 

Worship 

19 

6:30 PM - 

10:00 PM 

New  

Harmony 

Handful  

Rehearsal 

20 21 22 

 

23 

BRPC     

Business    

Office Closed 

24 

25 

 

10:45 AM - 

Worship 

26 

 

27 28 

1:00 PM 

Book Club 

29 30 

BRPC     

Business    

Office Closed 

31 
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Sunday 
Pastor &                                  

Liturgists 

Youth             

Message 

Nursery  

CLOSED 

       Tech Ministry                      
Slides  

Audio     

Camera   
Guest Book 

      1 

 

P: Pastor Elizabeth 

L:  Gary Oberlander 
Gary Oberlander  

 

S    Bobby Neal 

A    Ken Clevenger 

C    Bill Melewski 

 

 

      

      8 

 

P:   Pastor Elizabeth 

L:   Don Young 

  

  Pastor Elizabeth  

 

S   Jana Henderson 

A   Bobby Neal 

C   Don Young 

 

  

     15 
P:    Pastor Elizabeth 

L:    Carla Weisz 
   Carla Weisz  

 

S   Mary Ziegenhorn 

A   Jim Bagby 

C   Bobby Neal 
  

     22 

 

P:   Pastor Elizabeth 

L:   Shelly Melewski 

   Barbara Ham  

 

S  Jo Riggs 

A  Don Young 

C  John Starcke 
 

      29 
P:   Pastor Elizabeth 

L:    Christi Neal 
    Christi Neal  

  

S   Linda Schumacher 

A   Ken Clevenger 

C   Mike Schumacher 
 

AUGUST WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 



                            August 2021 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Communion 

Sunday 

10:45 AM -     

Worship 

2 

 

3 

10:00 AM All 

Staff Mtg. 

 

4 5 

 

6 

BRPC  

Business  

Office Closed 

7 

8 

10:45 AM -     

Worship 

 

9 

1:00 PM  

Finance  

Committee 

Meeting 

 

10 

12:00 PM M&O 

Cmtee Mtg. 

 

7:00 PM - 8:00 

PM Property 

Cmtee Mtg 

11 12 

1:00 PM  

Christian  

Education 

Cmtee Mtg 

13 

BRPC  

Business  

Office Closed 

 

14 

15 

10:45 AM -    

Worship 

 

Deacon Meeting 

16 

4:00 PM    

Worship Com-

mittee Meeting 

7:00 PM -  New 

Harmony 

Handful       

Rehearsal 

17 18 19 20 

BRPC  

Business  

Office Closed 

 

 

21 

22 

 

10:45 AM -

Worship 

 

23 

 

24 25 

RUMMAGE 

$ALE 

1:00 PM 

Book Club 

26 

RUMMAGE 

$ALE 

7:00 PM      

Session     

Meeting 

27 

BRPC  

Business  

Office Closed 

RUMMAGE 

$ALE 

28 

RUMMAGE 

$ALE 

29 

 

10:45 AM -

Worship 

12:00 RUMMAGE 

$ALE 1/2 OFF 

30 

 

31 1 2 3 

BRPC  

Business  

Office Closed 

4 



 

 

           

 Pastor:  Elizabeth Meador Strobel   

           email:   elmstrobel@gmail.com                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 Office Manager:  Karen Argo                                                                                
 email:   office@brpcraytown.org 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                     

 Director of Music:  Grace Cox-Johnson                                                                                  
 email:   fuscia567@gmail.com                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 Organist:  Linda Mann                                                                                                    
 email:    themanns@manneco.com                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 Nursery Supervisor: Kerri McCorkle                                                                                         
 email:    ryleedog2009@gmail.com                                                                                              

        

                                                                                                                                 

  

                  
      
   

Blue Ridge Presbyterian Church 

6429 Blue Ridge Blvd. 

PO BOX 16536 

Raytown, MO 64133 

Phone:  816 353-2296 

office@brpcraytown.org 

Website: www.brpcraytown.org                               

           BRPC Staff 

    July/August 

          2021 

In God We Trust 

 

 

The Mission of BRPC is to 

 Proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ;  

 Worship God with reverence, warmth and joy;  

 Nourish faith and discipleship through prayer, 
fellowship, giving, study and service;  

 Work for justice and peace; and 

 Share the love of Christ with the community 
and the world. 

mailto:themanns@manneco.com

