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January 2022 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
With the freezing temperatures and icy conditions, it was the right thing for us to stay at 
home the first Sunday of this month.  However, I sincerely missed worshipping with you!  
This makes me doubly glad, then, to celebrate Epiphany Sunday with you on January 9th! 
 
“Epiphany” means “manifestation” or “revelation.”  Epiphany falls twelve days after 
Christmas Day, which is where we get the tradition of the “Twelve Days of Christmas.”  On 
the Epiphany of the Lord, we celebrate the end of the Christmas season as the magi finally 
find the infant (or, more likely, toddler) Jesus and realize his divinity.  They have an 
“epiphany” – a lightbulb moment where they discover that the Messiah has come to earth 
and is the Savior of all people.  Imagery of light is important on this day, both because the 
magi followed a star and because their hearts and minds were illumined by the Epiphany 
they experienced.  
 
We celebrate this day not simply to mark the season, but because the parallels to our own 
lives are clear.  We often encounter Jesus and have our own epiphanies.  In the life of 
faith, we often have moments where a mental or spiritual lightbulb clicks on and we     
experience a revelation of who God is and who we are to be in response. In the celebra-
tion of Epiphany, we remind ourselves that these moments of light and clarity are some-
thing we can continually seek on our journeys. 
 
I love that Epiphany usually falls on one of the first Sundays of the year.  It is so              
appropriate, so delightful, to begin a new calendar year remembering to seek the light of 
Christ – even in unusual places, even in difficult circumstances, and even if it means a long 
journey.  I wonder where we might see Christ this year, and what God’s light might reveal 
to us.  It us good for us to remember to always see the world through God’s eyes.   
 
My prayer for all of us as we enter this new year and the season of Epiphany is that we’d 
continue to seek Christ, just as the magi followed the star in search of a new King.   
Whether we’re inspired by a new year, continuing our current spiritual practices, or even 
the uncertainty of our world, I believe that we will continue to see God in the midst of our 
everyday lives.  God’s light is shining – let’s continue to look for it together, and to        
worship our Lord! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Elizabeth 



    

New Prayer Concern 

Jean Martin has been placed in Hospice. She is 91 and the family chose to not subject her to aggressive 

care in the future. Jean was a longtime member and our treasurer and office assistant for many years 

and someone who would take on any job when asked. Our prayers are with Nancy, Debbie and all the 

family. 

Asking for prayers for Ed, he is in University Hospital with diverticulitis and an intestinal bleed  

                                        Herm Mohr had a mild stroke last week but is recovering well. 

Jan Flebbe has been diagnosed with breast cancer. 

Mary Lou and Gary 

Barbara Ham is feeling better after having fallen and fracturing four ribs. 

Jerry and Marsha Ebasani 

John Scott is in Overland Park Regional Rehab with two broken vertebrae. 

John Galvin is showing improvement. 

Charlene Haynes’  sister and grandson. 

Shelley’s brother Dan. 

Susan Cox, who had eye surgery. 

                                                  Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

                                                      Angela Janney     John Scott           Kay Brand          

                                                            Kerri McCorkle            Connie Oliver 

                                 Jim McCauley        Margaret and Gordon       Sharon Wentz 

                                 Sandy Moore       Woody Webb          Lucy Becka 

                           The KR Family     Jean Martin      Bruce Odenbaugh     Loydine Kranz      

Amy Banks     Delores Lunceford (Dodie) 

For all those in the service industry who are struggling.                     

The children of Afghanistan 

All those affected by the recent tornadoes 

 

                                                          Joy and Gratitude 

                                                                 All God’s Children 
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YOUR SESSION AT WORK 

Happy New Year!  Hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful Christmas and had the chance to spend time with 

loved ones.  We were so blessed to worship together in person and share in the joy of Christmas.  I pray that 

2022 will bring an end to the ongoing pandemic and provide us the opportunity to reinstate and enjoy the 

church family gatherings, Coffee Fellowship instead of Parlor Fellowship and mask free worship.  As we begin 

the new year, I also hope we will each evaluate our God given gifts and how we can share them to help oth-

ers in the community and our church. 

BRPC has a number of committees (Christian Ed, Worship, Fellowship, Missions and Outreach, Personnel, 

Property and Nominating) which could use your help and during the January Session Meeting we will be es-

tablishing committee chairs.  If you would be interested in serving on a committee or attending a meeting to 

see if you would like to volunteer, please do not hesitate to reach out to me or Pastor Elizabeth.  Meeting 

dates and times for the committees are included on the monthly calendar included in Steeple Talk.   

During our December Session meeting, we welcomed the incoming class of Elders and spent some time re-

viewing the Congregational and Corporate Bylaws for BRPC.  We plan to present some recommended  

changes to the bylaws for approval by the congregation in January.  We also set dates for a Congregational/

Corporate Meeting for January 16, 2022 and January 23, 2022 to install the Elders. During the Congrega-

tional/Corporate Meeting we will review 2021 financials, the budget for 2022 which was approved by Session, 

elect a new nominating committee (volunteers are welcome), approve the terms of call for Pastor Elizabeth 

and elect the officers of the corporation.  This might seem like a lot to do at one meeting, but it should not 

take too long, and it gives us a chance to spend more time together.  Anyone interested in serving on the 

Nominating Committee, please let me know.   

Best wishes to all for a blessed and Happy New Year.  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 

come: The old has gone, the new is here!” Corinthians 5:17 

May the Peace of Christ be with each of you today and always! 

Kim Scheerer 

Clerk of Session 

 

 

 

                                                                                  SESSION 



SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Christian Education offers Sunday School at 9:30 AM for 

grades K-12 and Adults with prepared lessons about 

getting closer to God and learning to live the way He 

wants us to. 

NOTE:  There will not be Sunday School for anyone 

on January 2, 2022 

Adult Class – Beginning January 

9th there will be a study of the 

book titled Attitude is Your Paint-

brush:  It Colors Every Situation by 

James W. Moore. These lessons 

will help you to transform         

negative, pessimistic attitudes into 

positive, optimistic attitudes      

centered on the love and hope of 

Jesus Christ. Christi Neal will lead the first two lessons.  

Mike Schumacher will lead the class on January 23rd and 

Shelley Melewski will lead on January 30th.   

 

May you enjoy all the simple joys and quiet wonders of 

this special season.  Wishing you peace and harmony and 

a Happy New Year!! 
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With the busy Christmas season behind us we look 

forward to this new year of 2022 with renewed hope 

that we will see a return to somewhat normal        

activities here at Blue Ridge Presbyterian Church. I am 

looking forward to working with our new Deacons 

Jim and Joann Bagby, Christi Neal, Martha Wallsmith, 

Barry Holmes, and Carla Weisz, and say a huge thank 

you to those going off this year. Being a deacon is 

such a great chance to get to know our “flocks” a   

little better, you learn so many interesting things 

from members you hardly knew. Learning is only one 

part of being a deacon and sometimes just being 

there to listen is enough.  

 Wishing everyone a Blessed New Year as we march 

forward lead by our awesome Pastor Elizabeth.  

  The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad. 

Psalm 126:3 

Sally Ingram 

 

 

       CHRISTIAN ED                            

BRPC  Sunday Schedule 
  Communion 1st Sunday                                                                                                                                                        

            9:30AM - Sunday School Class for all ages 

             10:45AM -  Worship       12:00PM - Fellowship                                                                                                                           

Join us for parlor fellowship following worship, everyone is 

welcome.    

DEACON REPORT  
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ENDOWMENT FUND 

If your birthday is this month please consider contributing to 

the BRPC Endowment Fund. Pick an amount to contribute, 

$1.00, $2.00 or more multiplied by your age would help build 

this Endowment so that the interest earned can be used to help 

our community. Please make note on the memo line of your 

check and mail to:  

                            BRPC  ATTN: Linda Schumacher 

                            PO BOX 16536  

                            RAYTOWN, MO    64133 

                                     THANK YOU 

.Money Matters 

Boxes containing 12 offering envelopes for those who give monthly or 52 envelopes for those who give weekly are available on 

the round table in front of the office door.  Help yourself! 

There are no names, dates, or numbers on our offering envelopes so if you have envelopes left over from prior years, feel free to 

use them 

If you would like a new box of envelopes but are unable to come to church, please email me and we will get a box to you     

lindagschu@yahoo.com 

 

"Special Offerings" envelopes.   

The following envelopes are included in each box of regular envelopes.  Mission and Outreach will provide more specifics about 

the One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peacemaking and Joy Offerings as their seasons arrive but here is a general 

idea of when they will be collected in 2022: 

Initial Offering – helps defray cost of envelopes – suggested donation is $3.00 

Per Capita – 2022 amount per member is $43.07 (the same as 2021!) 

One Great Hour of Sharing – late March-early April 

Pentecost – May 

Peacemaking – October 

Joy Offering – December  

A “special envelope” is not required to make these contributions.  A note in the memo line of your check will work, too. 

 

Want to avoid writing checks altogether?  Electronic Giving is available! 

Contributions can be transferred automatically from your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account on or  

shortly before/after the 25th of each month (depending on dates of holidays or weekends) 

Processed via the Automated Clearing House (ACH) network which is already used by families to make mortgage and utility 

payments or to receive payroll earnings and Social Security income 

Changes or cancellations can be made at anytime before the 23rd of each month. 

This provides convenience for you and consistency for the church 

For more information on how to set up ACH for your giving to BRPC, contact Linda Schumacher. 

 

Other information about your giving: 

It is helpful if you write something in the memo of your check as well as on the offering envelope (if applicable) to indicate how 

you wish your contribution to be used (e.g. offering, memorial, etc). 

Thank you, 

Linda Schumacher 

Financial Secretary 

                                FINANCE 

                                DECEMBER 2021 

INCOME:  

BUDGETED  YTD:                       ACTUAL YTD: 

$188,419.00                                       $203,141.09 

EXPENSES : 

BUDGETED YTD:                       ACTUAL YTD: 

$188,419.00                                      $183,592.98 

mailto:lindagschu@yahoo.com
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                  PROPERTY 

PARKING LOT SECURITY 

Please be aware that there have been some cars broken 

into during the day and nighttime hours in our area, both 

at the school and our own south lot.  Please take an extra 

moment to ensure that your car is locked, that no valua-

bles are in sight, and that you feel safe entering and exit-

ing your vehicle.  We have wonderful security cameras 

around the building and great lighting for the south lot 

and alleyway, but it only takes a minute for someone to 

break into your car and steal valuables.  Think smart, think 

safe.  YOU are worth it! 

 

CHURCH CANCELLATIONS 

If church should need to close for a Sunday worship ser-

vice or other event because of inclement weather or icy 

conditions, that decision will be made with the Worship 

and Property Committee moderators and the pastor.  Dea-

cons will then call members of their flock, and the infor-

mation will also be provided on KMBC 9 and KCTV5.  

Thank you in advance for understanding that our first pri-

ority will be to keep everyone safe.  As always, even if 

church is open, please know that you will always be sup-

ported for staying home if you desire. 

 

GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS 

Bids for gutter and downspout replacement on the west 

half of the building have been received and will be re-

viewed by our committee after the new year.  Gutters for 

the shed at the west end will be added to help alleviate 

water pooling on the ground just outside the shed and 

basement ramp entrance.  Damaged wood at the north-

west porch will also be addressed.   

 

ADDITIONAL SECURITY UPGRADES 

Approved upgrades to maximize our building's total secu-

rity have been completed.  They include additional door 

contact sensors on exterior doors and motion detectors in 

the offices, sanctuary, and loft.   

 

NURSERY CLOSED TEMPORARILY 

Our nursery is still closed at this time.  Mary Ziegenhorn 

and Christi Neal will coordinate a total toy and hard sur-

face cleaning next year.  Thank you for your understand-

ing.  

 

CARPETS  

We are still awaiting an appointment to address the stain 

edges visible in the parlor from the roof problems.  Thank 

you for your patience. 

DOOR SECURITY 

Please remember to check doors after entering and exit-

ing.  Please push after exiting, pull after entering.  Thank 

you. 

 

 

 

 
Ho Ho Ho 

what fun we had with singing, wonderful piano (txs so 

much talented Shelley) white elephant exchange (txs so 

much talented Linda Shu and fabulous food (txs so much 

all you incredible cooks) 

We got $155 in free will donations and the missions and 

outreach  committee voted to match that amount, so  

Della Lamb will receive a check for $310...AMEN 

FYI, Micah is involved with helping to clothe  some of 

their refugee clients. 

For Jan meeting 

Sandy Moore will do The Lost and Found Bookshop, Su-

san Wiggs 

and we need sign-ups for the rest of the year...so be 

thinking about that special book that you want to share 

or the  month you want to sign up. 

Wishing all the warmest of holidays, you are soooo     

special and I will make sure Santa has you on the top of 

his list   

 

Marsha 

      Herm M.     Marjorie R.    Andrew S. 

              Lucy B. and Christopher S. 



 

 
        OWLS 

 

Update: 

2021 Raytown Summer Lunch Ministry        

On November 30 Shelley Melewski attended a 

meeting of the Raytown Summer Lunch Minis-

try. Carol Frevert and Mary Oyler announced 

that 2022 will be their last year leading the min-

istry, so they are asking for volunteers who are 

willing to be mentored in 2022 and become the 

new leaders in 2023. They reported that during 

6 weeks in 2021 we handed out 1287 bags of 

groceries to 120 families who came to Raytown 

Christian Church each Tuesday. The total cost 

was about $18,000. They thanked Hy-Vee for 

their excellent help, including delivering grocer-

ies to Raytown Christian each week. Plans were 

made to continue the same process for summer 

2022. They ask that we identify families in our 

congregation or neighborhood who do not 

have transportation to Raytown Christian 

Church and could benefit from having groceries 

delivered to their house. Also, they reminded us 

that donations will always be needed. They will 

ask for 1-2 volunteers from each organization to 

help with bagging groceries and handing them 

out next summer. We heard that the Truman 

Foundation awarded the ministry a grant of 

$5000 for summer 2022. Donations to the min-

istry can be made at any time to BRPC, with 

“summer lunch” on the memo line.  

Thank you. 

Shelley 
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The New Year 

B. L. Bruce 

Remember the days that were sunny 

In the year that now is through. 

Treasure the best they brought you 

And take it along with you. 

 

Carry each cherished friendship 

Into the year that’s new, 

Along with the dear-bought lessons, 

The old year fashioned for you. 

 

Leave your failures behind you, 

There still is promise true 

For all who have the faith to try, 

And the will within to do. 

 

I don’t think any of us ever dreamed we would still be unable to 

gather safely after almost 2 years….but, the wise old owl says, 

“Better safe than sorry!”  In the meantime, don’t forget to be 

OWLsome! 

Linda Schumacher 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

 

We’re still glowing from the BRPC Christmas Eve Candle-

light Service. 

        From start to finish, a large and appreciative congrega-

tion  – children to great-grandparents – got to enjoy the  

piano and organ artistry of Linda Mann, who also led the 

ever-brilliant 5 by 5 Hand Bells. 

        The choir, under the direction of Grace Cox-Johnson, 

never sounded better.  Tradition was served with Christi 

Neal sending  “O Holy Night” soaring towards the heavens.   

        Pastor Elizabeth held us captivated with a short telling 

of four Silent Nights in four different centuries. It began 

with the birth of the Christ Child, through the origin of the 

popular Christmas carol, to the no-man’s land Christmas 

Eve truce of World War I, to the sanctuary of our own 

church.  

        For the first time since the pandemic began well over a 

year ago, we returned to communion at the railing, with the 

elders serving real bread.  And there everyone picked up a 

candle for the finale to the service, the beautiful and emo-

tional singing of “Silent Night” as we all ringed the sanctu-

ary.  Ah, but that was not quite the end.   

As we exited, everyone was handed a new blue tote 

bag (designed by Grace) full of prizes and surprises.   On 

the reverse side of a printed Christmas message from Pas-

tor Elizabeth was “The Story of the Candy Cane.”  Didjoo 

know they date back to Germany in 1670?!?  And in addi-

tion to a candy cane, we all got a small sack of homemade, 

delightful and delicious candy and pastries, compliments of 

the Fellowship Committee. 

        A holy night to savor and remember. 

Jim and Joann Bagby 

 

POINSETTIAS 

Thank you to everyone who ordered the beautiful poinset-

tias which are now displayed in the sanctuary.  They look 

gorgeous and will be available for pick up after the 4 PM 

Christmas Eve candlelight service.  Special thanks to Shel-

ley Melewski for her assistance with the orders and dedica-

tion sheet.  Elsewhere in this newsletter, please find the 

dedication list showing those who purchased the poinsetti-

as and those in whom the flowers represent honor or 

memory.   

 

BLESSINGS OF MUSIC AND JOY 

Thank you to everyone who has blessed us with beautiful 

music this holiday season.  Chancel Choir, 5x5 Bells, Chan-

cel Bells, Hoot Mann, soloist Rev. Paula Isgrig, Linda Mann, 

violinist Jennifer Mitchell, and Grace Cox-Johnson have 

provided beautiful music through voice and instrument 

this Advent and Christmas season.  We are truly blessed.  

We also celebrate the joy that our children and youth 

brought with "The Friendly Beasts" pageant.  The original 

cantata was truly special, and the Candlelight Carol Medi-

tation on December 19 was literally and figuratively a gift 

for all to quietly soak in the reason for the season.  This 

musical presentation can be found on our church website:  

www.brpcraytown.org using the media tab. 

 

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS WELCOME 

Please consider joining this vital committee that oversees 

all aspects of the worship experience.  We meet regularly 

on the second Monday of the month at 4 PM.  Our next 

meeting is January 10, 2022.  If you have any questions or 

would like more info, please call Karen Clevenger.  Thank 

you. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Jan. 2 Birthday Recognitions begin again; we will 

celebrate all those born in January.  

Mar. 2 Ash Wednesday Service.  Lent begins.  

 
 
 
 

DOOR SECURITY 
Please remember to push after exiting, pull after entering.  
Thank you. 
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                      It would take volumes to show all the acts of kindness displayed this year. 

                 Here are just a few great memories made possible through love and dedication. 

                                                                 2021 

 

Sunday Sing-a-long 

12/26/21 

All Saint’s 

Day 

Dedication of Ivy 

Grace 

          Linda                      Jennifer 
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Sunday 
Pastor &                                  

Liturgists 

Youth             

Message 

Nursery  

CLOSED 

       Tech Ministry                      
Slides  

Audio     
Guest Book 

      02 

 

Pastor Elizabeth 

L: Rev. Susan Cox 
Rev. Susan Cox  

 

S  Bobby Neal 

A  Mary Ziegenhorn 

C  Mike Schumacher 

 

 

      

      09 

 

P: Pastor Elizabeth 

L:  Christi Neal 

  

 Christi Neal  

 

 

S  Jana Henderson 

A  Craig Ziegenhorn 

C  Bill Melewski 

 

  

     16 
P:  Pastor Elizabeth 

L:  Connie Oliver 
Connie Oliver  

 

 

S  Jo Riggs 

A  Bobby Neal 

C: Don Young 

  

     23 
P:  Pastor Elizabeth 

L: Jo Riggs 
Pastor Elizabeth  

 

 

S: Mary Ziegenhorn 

A: Jim Bagby 

C: Bobby Neal 

 

 

     30 
Pastor Elizabeth 

L: Linda Schumacher 

Linda  

      Schumacher 
 

 

 

S: Linda Schumacher 

A: Don Young 

C: John Starcke 

 

JANUARY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 



January 2022 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 

Hymn Sing led by Mike S. 
10:15 AM Chancel Choir 
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship 

27 28 29 30 31 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 
7:00 PM - 11:00 PM 

New Year's Eve Party 

1 

New Year's Day 

2 

Communion Sunday 
10:15 AM Chancel Choir 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM     

Worship 
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship 

3 4 

10:00 AM All Staff 

Mtg. 

5 

 

3:00PM—5:00PM 

Sanctuary in use 

 

 

7:00 PM Choir 

6 7 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 

8 

9 

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Sunday 

School 
10:15 AM Chancel Choir 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM     

Worship 
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship 

10 

1:00 PM Finance 

Committee Meeting 
4:00 PM Worship 

Committee Meeting 

11 

12:00 PM Mis-

sions&Outreach 

Cmtee Mtg. 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Property Cmtee Mtg 

12 

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 5 x 

5 Bells 
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM 

Chancel Chimes 
7:00 PM Choir 

13 

1:00 PM Christian 

Education Cmtee 

Mtg 

14 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 

15 

16 

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Sunday 

School 
10:15 AM Chancel Choir 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM     

Worship 
12:00 PM Congregational/

Corporate Meeting 
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship 
12:30 PM - 1:00 PM Deacon 

Meeting 

17 

6:30 PM - 10:00 PM 

New Harmony Handful 

Rehearsal 

18 19 

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 5 x 

5 Bells 
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM 

Chancel Chimes 
7:00 PM Choir 

20 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

21 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 
7:00 PM Quiddler 

(Parlor) 

22 

23 

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Sunday 

School 
10:15 AM Chancel Choir 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM     

Worship 
12:00 PM Congregational/

Corporate Meeting 
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship 

24 25 26 

1:00 PM Book Club 
5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 5 x 

5 Bells 
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM 

Chancel Chimes 
7:00 PM Choir 

27 

7:00 PM Session 

Meeting 

28 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 

29 

30 

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Sunday 

School 
10:15 AM Chancel Choir 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM      

Worship 
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship 

31 1 

10:00 AM All Staff 

Mtg. 

2 

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM 5 x 

5 Bells 
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM 

Chancel Chimes 
7:00 PM Choir 

3 4 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 

5 



 

 

           

 Pastor:  Elizabeth Meador  

           email:   elmstrobel@gmail.com                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 Office Manager:  Karen Argo                                                                                
 email:   office@brpcraytown.org 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                     

 Director of Music:  Grace Cox-Johnson                                                                                  
 email:   fuscia567@gmail.com                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 Organist:  Linda Mann                                                                                                    
 email:    themanns@manneco.com                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

  

        

                                                                                                                                

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

  

  

Blue Ridge Presbyterian Church 

6429 Blue Ridge Blvd. 

PO BOX 16536 

Raytown, MO 64133 

Phone:  816 353-2296 

office@brpcraytown.org 

Website: www.brpcraytown.org                               

           BRPC Staff 

        January 

          2022 

In God We Trust 

 

 

The Mission of BRPC is to 

 Proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ;  

 Worship God with reverence, warmth and joy;  

 Nourish faith and discipleship through prayer, 
fellowship, giving, study and service;  

 Work for justice and peace; and 

 Share the love of Christ with the community 
and the world. 

mailto:themanns@manneco.com

