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December 2021 

Dear Friends, 

This December, we are experiencing Advent and Christmas by focusing on “Tidings of Comfort 

and Joy” through Christmas carols.  I don’t think it’s any secret that I love carols, and hymns in 

general. This time of year, I particularly love my “old favorites” like “Hark! The Herald Angel 

Sings” and “The First Nowell” and “Joy to the World.”  It simply isn’t Christmas without them, 

and I look forward to singing all of these with you in the coming weeks. 

Even though I love our traditional carols, God is always doing something new.  I’d like to share 

the text with one of the newer Christmas carols in our hymnal.  It’s called “Who Would Think 

That What Was Needed,” known in some other hymnals as “God’s Surprise.”  It’s by John Bell 

and Graham Maule, two of my favorite contemporary hymn writers.  The first two verses are: 

Who would think that what was needed 
To transform and save the earth 
Might not be a plan or army, 
Proud in purpose, proved in worth? 
Who would think, despite derision, 
That a child should lead the way? 
God surprises earth with heaven, 
Coming here on Christmas Day. 
  
Shepherds watch and wise men wonder, 
Monarchs scorn and angels sing; 
Such a place as none would reckon 
Hosts a holy helpless thing; 
Stable beasts and by-passed strangers 
Watch a baby laid in hay: 
God surprises earth with heaven 
Coming here on Christmas Day. 
  
The line “God surprises earth with heaven” gets me every time.  As many times as I hear the 

Christmas story, as many times as I sing carols old or new, as many times as I experience this  

season in a church community, God is still surprising me with faithful, imaginative, earth shatter-

ing love.  Every time I think I know God’s story, God surprises me with something new.  God is 

always surprising earth with glimpses of heaven – sometimes even interruptions from heaven – 

and it always takes away my breath. 

This December, as we sing carols and gather for worship, I invite you to be on the lookout for 

surprises from heaven.  Perhaps it’s an old story that strikes you in a new way; perhaps it’s a new 

tradition; perhaps it is simply the renewed sense of God’s ever present love.  However it comes, 

God is always present and often surprising.  What a blessing! 

Peace, 

Pastor Elizabeth 



    

 

 

 

          New Prayer Concerns 

Kay Brand, recently had a abdominal bleed which resulted in an amputated leg just above the knee. 

She has been in the hospital (Research Med Center) since October 18  

 

                                                            Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

Jim and Georgia McCauley. Jim is now recuperating at home. 

Kerri McCorkle is now home recovering from surgery 

Connie Oliver for healing. 

                            Carla Weisz     Loydine Kranz      Sharon Wentz     Lucy Becka      Sandy Moore                                                                                                                                                                   

                         Margaret and Gordon Neal       Kerri McCorkle    The KR Family      Amy Banks      

                         Anita Briggs      Jean Martin      Bruce Odenbaugh  Delores Lunceford (Dodie)          

                         Theodora Shelton 

 

                                                                   Joy and Gratitude 

                         Gary Oberlander’s surgery was a success 

                      Kerri McCorkle is recuperating from surgery at home 

                      For our Pastor Elizabeth  

                        One hundred fifty Micah children were adopted for Christmas 

                        For all our members and volunteers  

                                

                                         Memorial Service 

A memorial service for the Rev. Don Sears will be held on Monday, December 6, at 2 p.m., at 

the Centerview Community Center, located at 227 Municipal Circle, Raymore, MO 64083. 

Overflow parking, if needed, is available on the north side of Highway 58. 
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YOUR SESSION AT WORK 

We are entering into the last month of 2021. The year has flown by, and we truly have so much to be thankful 

for. This Christmas we will get to worship together with Pastor Elizabeth in the sanctuary of our church with 

our church family. What an amazing gift from God! We will get to sing His praises and enjoy the Christmas 

Pageant live and in-person, instead of via Zoom. I believe this Christmas, the light each of us carries out into 

the world will shine a little brighter. 

During the past month, the nominating committee worked hard to identify a new class of Elders and Deacons 

which were elected at our Congregational Meeting on November 21. A huge THANK YOU to nominating 

committee members and those who agreed to serve. You are all blessings to our congregation, and I am 

thankful that you are willing to share your God given gifts and talents with our church.  

Your Session continued its work and began reviewing the proposed budget for 2022 which will be finalized 

during our December Session meeting. We also approved a new phone system which will reduce expenses. A 

big thank you to the amazing Karen Argo for finding us a better, more cost-effective option. In the interest of 

keeping our congregation safe, Session did vote to continue the mask requirement for worship and large in-

person gatherings until the end of January 2022. Session will review masking during its January 2022 Session 

meeting. Please pray that the COVID numbers remain manageable and that our healthcare system and      

providers find better ways to treat the virus before hospitalization is required. December will be a busy month 

for Session while then finalize the meeting schedule including a Congregational/Corporation meeting for   

January.  

“Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! For in our union with Christ he has blessed 

us by giving us every spiritual blessing in the heavenly world. Even before the world was made, God had     

already chosen us to be his through our union with Christ, so that we would be holy and without fault before 

him. Because of his love God had already decided that through Jesus Christ he would make us his children - 

this was his pleasure and purpose. Let us praise God for his glorious grace, for the free gift he gave us in his 

dear Son!” Ephesians 1:3-6.  

Best wishes to you and your family this holiday season. May the Peace of Christ be with each of you today 

and always! 

Kim Scheerer 

Clerk of Session 

                                                                                  SESSION 



                     SUNDAY SCHOOL for ALL! 

Christian Education offers Sunday School for grades 

K-12 and Adults preparing lessons about getting 

closer to God and learning to live the way He wants 

us to. 

Special December dates and activities: 

The Christmas Pageant will be presented on      

Sunday December 12th.  There will be rehearsals  

during the  Sunday School hour on December 5th 

and 12th.  Anyone wishing to participate, please con-

tact the church. 

Adult Class:  Shelley M and Carla W will complete 

the study of Elijah on December 5th and 12th.       

Pastor Elizabeth will lead an Advent lesson on      

December 19th.  Advent a season of hope and joy 

expecting something good.  

NOTE:  There will not be Sunday School for any-

one on December 26th or January 2, 2022 

Wishing you all the simple joys and quiet wonders of 

this special season.  Merry Christmas & Happy New 

Year!! 
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We are entering the “most wonderful time of the 

year,” as I remember Andy Williams singing.   

Beautiful decorations, music, and gifts. Lovely 

times with friends and family and lots of delicious 

food. Meaningful worship as we celebrate        

Emmanuel, God with us in Jesus Christ. We have 

so much to celebrate and be grateful and happy 

about. But for many people, the Christmas season 

brings sorrow, as we remember loved ones who 

are not with us any longer. For some of us this 

may be the first Christmas without someone    

special, and it’s difficult. For others of us, health 

challenges may be looming. So let’s be attuned to 

those around us who may need a little extra cheer 

and consideration.  Phone calls and cards and   

little gifts can make a difference. And, of course, 

the Christmas Eve service is a wonderful                

opportunity to experience Christ. The Scripture 

passages, hymns and candle lighting can lead us 

into worship and awe. Let’s make plans to come 

together and worship at this special service. Any-

one who needs a ride will be provided with one. 

Please contact your deacon if you need a ride, and 

we’ll make sure that happens for you. Merry 

Christmas! 

Shelley 

       CHRISTIAN ED                                        DEACONS  

BRPC  Sunday Schedule 
       Communion 1st Sunday                                                                                                                                                        

            9:30AM - Sunday School Class for all ages 

             10:45AM -  Worship       12:00PM - Fellowship                                                                                                                           

Join us for parlor fellowship following worship, everyone is 

welcome.    



         

                              THANK YOU! 

        To all the members of Blue Ridge church,  

        want to thank you for the "Advent Devotional",  

        it is full of meaningful messages from long time 

        friends & others. 

        I miss the "good old days" at Blue Ridge. 

                     Best wishes and love to all  

                                                 Jane Nutt 
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      MISSIONS & OUTREACH 

REAP will have a Christmas Store December 15 

and 16th.  They have families to sponsor, also.  

you may donate items in the "basket" or donate 

online.  For more information, see bulletin board 

or the newsletter.  Items needed by December 

8th. 

We partner with Graceway Church at Blue Ridge 

Elementary.  They are wanting to get a clothes 

closet going, and need NEW underwear and 

socks.  Also, gently used winter coats.  Please put 

in  box in the  parlor.  Also, we would like to have 

a  "sweet treat" for the teachers on Dec. 6th.  If 

you would like to donate cookies, donuts or    

other goodies, please bring them next Sunday, 

and we will take them over on Monday. There are 

about 70 teachers and staff.  

  We will be treating the Blue Ridge Pre-school 

teachers with winter themed mugs that have tea 

and candies inside the cup. Our teachers deserve 

a lot of applause, especially during this Covid  

crisis.  

 

 

 

Giving to others is like giving to God and that      

generosity is always favored. One gives freely, yet 

grows all the richer; another withholds what he 

should give, and only suffers want. Whoever brings 

blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will 

himself be watered. – Proverbs 11:24-25  

 

 

 

 
Connie O.             Christi N.       Joan C.                    

Gloria J.                Bob L.            Kerri M.          

Andrea W.            Pam W.         Charlie C.  

Heaven C.             Alex B.           Lesley B.     

Paul L.                   Christopher G.                                                           

                     BOOK CLUB 

Wed Dec 8  we will meet for Christmas joy. 

Bring goodies to pass (finger food, or 

sweets)- and we will share favorite    

Christmas memories  and gather around 

the piano for  Christmas singing!   

Cheerfulness is contagious, but don't wait                

to catch it from others. Be a "carrier" 

 

       Marsha 



 

More “Wise” Owl Advice 

The turkey shot out of the oven 

And rocketed into the air. 

It knocked every plate off the table 

And partly demolished a chair. 

It ricocheted into a corner 

And burst with a deafening boom. 

Then splattered all over the kitchen, 

Completely obscuring the room. 

It stuck to the walls and the windows. 

It totally coated the floor. 

There was turkey attached to the ceiling 

Where there’d never been turkey before. 

It blanketed every appliance. 

It smeared every saucer and bowl. 

There wasn’t a way I could stop it. 

The turkey was out of control. 

I scraped and scrubbed with displeasure  

And thought with chagrin as I mopped, 

That I’d never again stuff a turkey 

With popcorn that hadn't been popped! 

~author unknown 

 

    OWLS 
          Sunday 

        11-28-2021 
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                              As of October 31,2021 

INCOME: 

  Budgeted  YTD .                    Actual YTD 

 $157,015.78.                          $150,539.41        

EXPENSES: 

  Budgeted YTD                      Actual YTD  

$157,015.40                            $149,540.63 

The Finance Committee thanks the congregation for sup-

porting this ministry. Everyone was so happy with the re-

sults of the Stewardship Campaign.  You all stepped up to 

do your part & for that we are grateful. 

Merry Christmas & blessings to all! 

The Finance Committee  

 

 

            ENDOWMENT FUND 

If your birthday is this month please consider contrib-

uting to the BRPC Endowment Fund. Pick an amount to 

contribute, $1.00, $2.00 or more multiplied by your age 

would help build this Endowment so that the interest 

earned can be used to help our community. Please make 

note on the memo line of your check and mail to:  

                            BRPC  ATTN: Linda Schumacher 

                            PO BOX 16536  

                            RAYTOWN, MO    64133 

                                     THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 6:38  

 

“Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into 

your lap a good measure—pressed down, shaken 

together, and running over. For by your standard of 

measure it will be measured to you in return.” 

 

 

          PROPERTY 

GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS 

Bids for gutter and downspout replacement on the west half 

of the building are being updated and assessed.  Gutters for 

the shed at the west end will be added to help alleviate water 

pooling on the ground just outside the shed and basement 

ramp entrance.  Damaged wood at the northwest porch will 

also be addressed.   

 

ADDITIONAL SECURITY UPGRADES 

Approved upgrades to maximize our building's total security 

began November 29.  They include adding door contact      

sensors on all exterior doors, as only some of our doors are 

currently hooked into our security system.  Additionally,      

motion detectors will be added to the offices, sanctuary, and 

loft.  These are areas where people, our most precious        

resource, and expensive sound and lighting equipment could 

use additional security measures.  Our committee is very 

pleased with the quality of our current fire protection and    

security upgrades, including the door entry system, numerous 

smoke detector and alarm devices, pull stations, camera place-

ment and quality, and both fire and security monitoring.  

 

NURSERY CLOSED TEMPORARILY 

Our nursery is temporarily closed.  The carpets have been 

cleaned, and a total toy and hard surface cleaning will occur 

early next year.  

 

LEAF PICK UP 

Our numerous leaves are currently being removed profession-

ally.  We are so grateful to Larry Ham who has worked dili-

gently to mulch as much as possible during this beautiful fall 

season.  Thank you also to Deanna Nolan who has beautifully 

trimmed all of the shrubs. 

 

CARPETS  

Carpet cleaning was completed for the entire first floor.  We 

are awaiting an appointment to address the stain edges still 

visible in the parlor from the roof problems.  We will try a low-

moisture application next.  Thank you for your patience. 

 

BUILDING USE AGREEMENT 

BRPC has approved a building use agreement with Grace Cox-

Johnson, allowing her to use two rooms on the second floor 

as studio space for her banner, stole, and parament creations.  

We welcome and support Grace and her artistry. 

 

DOOR SECURITY 

Please remember to check doors after entering and exiting.  

Please push after exiting, pull after entering.  Thank you. 

            FINANCE 
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   ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 

Thank you to everyone who helped contribute to 

the wonderful Advent Devotional.  If your family 

has not received one yet, please let Mike      

Schumacher know or plan to pick one up next 

Sunday.  What an intimate and meaningful gift to 

share with our church family this holiday season. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

We will be having one special Christmas Eve can-

dlelight service this year at the time most people 

selected, which will be 4 PM.  Communion via 

modified intinction will be served, with optimal 

safety procedures in place.  We plan to serve 

bread cubes and juice, and pre-packaged         

elements will also be available.  Gloves and masks 

will be worn for preparing and serving            

communion elements.  A safety-enhanced      

protocol for receiving communion will be      

modeled. 

 
HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Thank you to everyone who stayed after worship 

on November 21 to help make the church so   

festive and inviting for the holiday season.  How 

wonderful that we have the opportunity to share 

our church and worship space together in person 

this Christmas with one another and others that 

we invite.  We especially thank Mike and Linda 

Schumacher for their continued coordination of 

this event and Sharon and Kelley Wentz for their 

Christmas tree expertise and decoration over-

sight.  The sanctuary, parlor, narthex, and outside 

entrances look beautiful! 
 

POINSETTIAS  

Thank you to everyone who ordered poinsettias 

to be displayed at our Christmas Eve service.  

They will be available for pick up after the       

worship service.  Special thanks to Shelley  

Melewski for her assistance with the orders. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Dec. 5 Second Sunday of Advent. 

Dec. 12 Third Sunday of Advent.  Chil-

dren's Pageant based upon "The 

Friendly Beasts." 

Dec. 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent.  Original 

Cantata presented by Chancel Choir. 

Dec. 24 4 PM Christmas Eve Service.  Please 

plan to invite your family, friends, 

and neighbors to this beautiful ser-

vice.  Also, please let Mike Schu-

macher know if you need a ride to 

the service, as we have several peo-

ple providing rides.  

Dec. 26 Hymn Sing led by Mike Schumacher. 

Jan. 2 Birthday Recognitions begin again; 

we will celebrate all those born in 

January.  

  

 
NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS WELCOME 

Please consider joining this vital committee that 

oversees all aspects of the worship experience.  

We meet regularly on the second Monday of the 

month at 4 PM.  Our next meeting is January 10, 

2022. 

 

 
DOOR SECURITY 

Please remember to push after exiting, pull  

after entering.  Thank you. 
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                                                                UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

December 4 

              HOLIDAY HARMONY SPECTACULAR  2:00PM at Unity Village  

 

December 12 

            Children’s Christmas Pageant 

The annual BRPC Christmas Pageant will be held  during worship on December 12 this year.  All      

children in our church family are invited to participate - the pageant will be masked (for everyone  

over the age of 2) and socially distanced.  Rehearsals will be at 9:30am on December 5 and December 

12.  We also have some narrator parts for teenagers and young adults!   

If the young people in your life plan to participate,  or you have any 

questions, please contact Pastor Elizabeth.   

 

 

December 19 

             Candlelight Carol Meditation 

A Candlelight Carol Meditation will be presented on Sunday, December 19, from 3:00-4:00 in the 

sanctuary.  Jennifer Mitchell, violin, and Linda Mann, piano and organ, will play a variety of carols old 

and new to warm your spirits and calm your souls.  Out of an abundance of caution and care for    

others, we ask that mask be worn in the church building.  If you cannot stay the whole hour, you may 

come and go as time permits.  There is no admission charge, but if you would like to bring a canned 

good for REAP it will be gladly accepted. 

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Worship Service at 4:00PM 

 

December 26 

Hymn Sing led by Mike Schumacher. 
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Sunday 
Pastor &                                  

Liturgists 

Youth             

Message 

Nursery  

CLOSED 

       Tech Ministry                      
Slides  

Audio     
Guest Book 

      05 

 

P: Pastor Elizabeth 

L:  Marsha Elbasani 
Marsha Elbasani  

 

 

S  Bobby Neal 

A  Don Young 

C  John Starcke 

 

      

      12 

 

P: Elizabeth 

L:  Shelley Melewski 

  

 Christi Neal  

 

 

S  Jana Henderson 

A  Mary Ziegenhorn 

C  Mike Schumacher 

 

  

     19 
P:  Elizabeth 

L:  Bobby Neal 
Barbara Ham  

 

 

S  Mary Ziegenhorn 

A  Craig Ziegenhorn 

C: Bill Melewski 

  

     24 P: Elizabeth 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT  

SERVICE 

 

 

 

S: Jo Riggs 

A: Bobby Neal 

C: Don Young 

 

 

     26 

 

  

 

    HYMN SING  

       Led  By 

        MIKE   

   SCHMACHER 

 

 

 

S  Carol Schumacher 

A  Don Young 

C  John Starcke 

 

DECEMBER WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 



December 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 

First Sunday of Advent 
9:00 AM - 10:15 AM Fellow-

ship Workshop 
10:30 AM Chancel Choir 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM Wor-

ship 
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship 

29 30 1 

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM     

5 x 5 Bells 
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM 

Chancel Chimes 
7:00 PM Choir 

2 3 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 

4 

2:00 PM Holiday 

Harmony Spectacu-

lar - Unity Village 

5 

Communion Sunday 
Second Sunday of Advent 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM    

Pageant Rehearsal 
10:15 AM Chancel Choir 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM Wor-

ship 
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship 

6 

2:00 PM Memorial Ser-

vice for Rev, Don Sears 

7 

10:00 AM All Staff 

Mtg. 

8 

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM 

Book Club Christmas 

Sing-a-long 
5:30 PM - 6:00 PM     

5 x 5 Bells 
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM 

Chancel Chimes 
7:00 PM Choir 

9 10 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 

11 

12 

Children's Christmas    

Pageant 
Third Sunday of Advent 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Pag-

eant Rehearsal 
10:15 AM Chancel Choir 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM Wor-

ship 
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship 

13 

1:00 PM Finance Com-

mittee Meeting 

14 

12:00 PM               

Missions&Outreach 

Cmtee Mtg. 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Property Cmtee Mtg 

15 

5:30 PM - 6:00 PM     

5 x 5 Bells 
6:00 PM - 6:50 PM 

Chancel Chimes 
7:00 PM Choir 

16 

7:00 PM Session 

Meeting 

17 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 
7:00 PM Quiddler 

(Parlor) 

18 

19 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Original Cantana presented 

by Chancel Choir 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM     

Sunday School 
10:15 AM Chancel Choir 
10:45 AM - 12:00 PM    

Worship 
12:00 PM Parlor Fellowship 
12:30 PM - 1:00 PM     

Deacon Meeting 
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Cande-

light Carol Meditation 

20 

NEWSLETTER DEAD-

LINE 
6:30 PM - 10:00 PM New 

Harmony Handful Re-

hearsal 

21 22 

7:00 PM Choir 

23 24 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 
4:00 PM Family 

Candlelight Worship 

Service 

25 

A Child is Born on 
Christmas 
Day 

26 

Hymn Sing led by Mike S. 

 

27 28 29 30 31 

BRPC Business 

Office Closed 
7:00 PM - 11:00 PM 

New Year's Eve 

Party 

1 

New Year's Day 



 

 

           

 Pastor:  Elizabeth Meador  

           email:   elmstrobel@gmail.com                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 Office Manager:  Karen Argo                                                                                
 email:   office@brpcraytown.org 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                     

 Director of Music:  Grace Cox-Johnson                                                                                  
 email:   fuscia567@gmail.com                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 Organist:  Linda Mann                                                                                                    
 email:    themanns@manneco.com                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

  

        

                                                                                                                                

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

  

  

Blue Ridge Presbyterian Church 

6429 Blue Ridge Blvd. 

PO BOX 16536 

Raytown, MO 64133 

Phone:  816 353-2296 

office@brpcraytown.org 

Website: www.brpcraytown.org                               

           BRPC Staff 

      December 

          2021 

In God We Trust 

 

 

The Mission of BRPC is to 

 Proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ;  

 Worship God with reverence, warmth and joy;  

 Nourish faith and discipleship through prayer, 
fellowship, giving, study and service;  

 Work for justice and peace; and 

 Share the love of Christ with the community 
and the world. 

mailto:themanns@manneco.com

