
Jesus Feeds the 5000 — February 26, 2023 
BEFORE CLASS LESSON PRIMER 

 
WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM QUESTIONS 2 & 3 

Q. 2.  What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him? 
A.  The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and  

New Testaments is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him. 
 

Q. 3.  What do the Scriptures principally teach? 
A.  The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what  

duty God requires of man. 

What is the significance of what you are teaching the kids this week?  

The miracle Luke describes in today’s passage, the feeding of the five thousand, is the only 

miracle found in each of the four gospels. It is a wonderful event in which Jesus actually 

provides food for as many as fifteen or twenty thousand (most of the five thousand men 

present would have had women and children from their families with them). 

From a human perspective it is remarkable that there was an occasion for this miracle to take 

place at all. Christ is actually trying to get away from the great crowds that He is attracting, 

presumably to rest and devote Himself to prayer. Hearing that Herod Antipas is beginning to 

take notice of His ministry motivates Jesus to go to a desolate place in order to find respite and 

commune with His Father, but He is unable to arrive at His destination alone. Though He sets 

out by boat, the people follow the Savior’s course by walking along the shore to meet Him 

when He makes landfall. Christ’s compassion renders Him unable to ignore the needs of the 

people, and, as the Good Shepherd, He continues to meet their need for healing. 

The Messiah’s powerful multiplication of five loaves and two fishes into a meal for thousands is 

well-known, but a critical theological emphasis of this passage is often overlooked. Of course, 

Jesus’ ability to create so much out of so little demonstrates His mastery over the natural 

realm. Yet this act also has overtones that are strongly eschatological (end-times, the point at 

which God accomplishes His plan in full). In first-century Judaism, fish and bread were staples in 

the diet of the poor. More importantly, many Jewish thinkers believed these items would be 

part of the Messiah’s banquet with His people in God’s presence at history’s end. The order in 

which Jesus takes, blesses, breaks, and distributes the bread also matches His institution of the 

Lord’s Supper, which is itself a foretaste of the grand feast to come (Matt. 14:15–19; 26:26–29). 

In feeding the five thousand, Jesus commences this celebration and will fully realize it at His 

return. He is showing us that in Him we, even now, begin to enjoy that which God promises to 

His people at the end of the age (Ezek. 34:20–24).  



IN CLASS LESSON PLAN 

WELCOME  Acknowledge the students by name, introduce any new friends 

PRAY   You can pray as the leader or ask a student to pray. 

SING   Encourage students to clap, dance, make a conga line, and sing. 
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—Love One Another   
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—Get Up 

READ   Luke 9:14-17 

 

JESUS FEEDS THE 5000 —  LUKE 9:14-17 

For there were about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in 

groups of about fifty each.” And they did so and had them all sit down. And taking the five 

loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing over them. Then he broke 

the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd. And they all ate and were 

satisfied. And what was left over was picked up, twelve baskets of broken pieces. 

WATCH  Jesus Feeds the 5,000 - YouTube (turn off the lights) 
QUESTIONS  

1. Who Is Jesus? [Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the World.] 

2. Why did a large crowd start to follow Jesus? [They saw his miracles and signs and followed him.] 

3. How many people followed Jesus? [5000 men and many more women and children.] 

4. What did Jesus ask Phillip? [How much money do we have to buy food for the many people?] 

5. What was Andrew’s suggestion for how to feed them? [He suggested using the 5 loaves and 2 

fish from a boy in the crowd.] 

6. What happened when Jesus began to feed the people? [There was enough food for the whole 

crowd.] 

7. How many baskets did they fill with scraps? [12] 

ACTIVITY  Activity Sheet/Free Time  

SING  Doxology (Right before kids head upstairs for pick-up in the chapel after church)                                                                                                                                                                                   

FOCUS 

The focus of this lesson is on Jesus miraculous feeding of 5000 people. Jesus is the ‘bread’ 

from heaven who feeds his people. Our God has enough to overflow our lives with His 

provision. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6rj9cAJrWE

