
Jesus Calms the Storm — February 19, 2023 
BEFORE CLASS LESSON PRIMER 

 

PROVERBS 8:29 

When He set for the sea its boundary so that the water would not transgress His 

command, when He marked out the foundations of the earth; 

What is the significance of what you are teaching the kids this week?  

Today we are returning to our study of Mark's gospel and picking up at the end of chapter 4. 

Verses 35–41 record one of the most well-known episodes of Jesus' life, namely, His stilling of 

the storm on the Sea of Galilee. In this study, we will focus on verses 35–40. 

First, let us note some of the features of the story that indicate it comes from an eyewitness 

account. Mark includes several details that could be easily omitted and the point of the story 

not be lost. These details are best explained if he is relying on the testimony of someone who 

was actually present during the event. For example, Mark talks about other boats' being there 

when this happened and says that Jesus was not only sleeping but that He "was in the stern, 

asleep on the cushion" (v. 38). Strictly speaking, such details are unnecessary in order to convey 

what happened and its meaning, so their inclusion lends weight to the testimony that Mark 

relied on Peter's preaching. Peter was there, so it would have been natural for him to recall 

such relatively insignificant details. 

Second, the fear of the Twelve indicates the severity of the storm. Recall that at least four of 

the original disciples—Andrew, Simon Peter, James, and John—were professional fishermen 

who had much experience fishing on the Sea of Galilee. The geographical location of the sea 

meant that harsh storms frequently occurred, and so these fishermen disciples would have 

been used to them. But Mark emphasizes how afraid the disciples were of the "great 

windstorm" that threatened to capsize their vessel and was filling it with water (vv. 37, 40). This 

was no ordinary thunderstorm, perhaps one could liken it to the "storm of the century," and 

from a human perspective the loss of life was possible, if not almost certain. 

Finally, note the disciples' continuing failure to trust in Christ. We see this first in Mark 4:38, 

which records their doubts about our Lord's concerns for their safety. Furthermore, Jesus 

rebukes them in verse 40 for their weak faith. After all the time the disciples had spent with 

Him, observing His miracles and seeing His care for the sick and demonically oppressed, they 

still had doubts about Christ. Lest we view the disciples too harshly, we must remember that 

we, too, do not have the faith we should in our Lord. We must therefore continue to seek His 

face so that He will strengthen our trust in Him.  



IN CLASS LESSON PLAN 

WELCOME  Acknowledge the students by name, introduce any new friends 

PRAY   You can pray as the leader or ask a student to pray. 

SING   Encourage students to clap, dance, make a conga line, and sing. 
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—Love One Another   
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—Get Up 

READ   Mark 4:35-41 

 

JESUS CALMS THE STORM —  MARK 4:35-41 

That evening, Jesus said to his followers, “Come with me across the lake.” He and the followers left the 

people there. They went in the boat that Jesus was already sitting in. There were also other boats with 

them. A very strong wind came up on the lake. The waves began coming over the sides and into the 

boat. It was almost full of water. Jesus was at the back of the boat, sleeping with his head on a pillow. 

The followers went to him and woke him. They said, “Teacher, do you care about us? We will drown!” 

Jesus stood up and commanded the wind and the waves to stop. He said, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the 

wind stopped, and the lake became calm. Jesus said to his followers, “Why are you afraid? Do you still 

have no faith?” The followers were very afraid and asked each other, “What kind of man is this? Even 

the wind and the waves obey him!” 

WATCH  Jesus Calms the Storm - YouTube (turn off the lights) 
QUESTIONS  

1. Who Is Jesus? [Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the World.] 

2. What did Jesus want to do after he finished teaching the people? [He wanted to cross to the 

other side of the lake.] 

3. What did Jesus do as they sailed across to the other side of the lake? [He fell asleep.] 

4. What happened while they were on the boat? [A fierce storm came upon the lake.] 

5. What did the disciples say during the storm? [Save us!] 

6. What did Jesus say to his friends? [Your faith is small or “you need more faith.”] 

7. What did Jesus say to the lake and the storm? [He said, Silence be still.] 

8. Did the storm obey Jesus? [Yes, the water became calm and the wind stopped blowing.] 

9. How did the disciples feel when they saw this? [They were terrified and amazed.] 

10. What question did the disciples ask? [Who is this guy? Even the wind and waves obey him.] 

ACTIVITY  Activity Sheet/Free Time  

SING  Doxology (Right before kids head upstairs for pick-up in the chapel after church)                                                                                                                                                                                   

FOCUS 

The focus of this lesson is on Jesus’ authority over the world He made. Jesus created all things. 

So, He has the authority to tell those things anything He pleases and they will obey.  Even 

though the world seems chaotic like a storm at times, we must be reminded that God is in 

control of all things. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYLHqdSO9OY

