
Jesus Calls Peter — January 29, 2023 
BEFORE CLASS LESSON PRIMER 

 

ISAIAH 6:8 4:15 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And 

who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

What is the significance of what you are teaching the kids this week?  

Andrew, a former disciple of John the Baptist, was among the first to follow Jesus (John 1:35–

40), and the first thing he did after leaving John for Jesus was to go to his brother and tell him 

that he had found the promised Messiah (v. 41). Although Andrew is not often mentioned in 

the New Testament, it is notable that in the other places he is mentioned in John’s gospel, he is 

bringing people to Jesus (6:8–9; 12:20–22). This indicates that to be a disciple of Jesus is to 

bring others to Him, to introduce Jesus to others insofar as we are able. 

Perhaps the most important thing Andrew ever did as a disciple of Jesus was to introduce his 

brother Simon to Jesus. Simon, as is well known, would go on to serve a foundational role in the 

establishment of the Christian church, and that is foreshadowed here in Jesus’ renaming of 

Simon as Cephas or Peter (1:42). Aramaic was the common language of first-century Jews in 

Palestine, and Cephas comes from the Aramaic word that means “rock.” Peter is from the 

Greek term that means the same thing. Jesus would again identify Simon as Peter, the rock, 

later in His ministry (Matt. 16:13–20), but this record in John’s gospel tells us that Jesus 

identified Peter as the “rock,” as having a key role among the disciples, long before Peter’s 

confession at Caesarea Philippi. He would be essential for laying the foundation of the church 

by preaching on Pentecost, by being the instrument through whom God worked to convert the 

first Gentiles to Christ, and by writing parts of the New Testament (Acts 2; 10; 1 and 2 Peter). 

We have noted that Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, does not play as large a role in the 

foundation of the new covenant church as does Peter. Yet, it was through Andrew that Peter 

first met Jesus. John Calvin has some interesting comments on this fact and what it means 

about our positions in the Christian community. “We ought also to observe the purpose of God, 

which determined that Peter, who was to be far more eminent, was brought to the knowledge 

of Christ by the agency and ministry of Andrew; that none of us, however excellent, may refuse 

to be taught by an inferior.” Essentially, Calvin argues, the story of Peter and Andrew shows us 

how even the most honored among us should not think themselves unable to benefit from the 

teaching and gifts of others. None of us should ever think we have reached a point where other 

Christians have nothing to teach us.  



IN CLASS LESSON PLAN 

WELCOME  Acknowledge the students by name, introduce any new friends 

PRAY   You can pray as the leader or ask a student to pray. 

SING   Encourage students to clap, dance, make a conga line, and sing. 
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—God Made Me   
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—Trust in the Lord 

READ   Mark 1:16-18 

 

JESUS CALLS (SIMON) PETER —  MARK 1:16-18 

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew  

casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus  

said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him. 

 

WATCH  Jesus Calls Peter - YouTube (turn off the lights) 
QUESTIONS  

1. Who was Jesus? [Jesus is God and Savior of the World] 

2. What ministry had Jesus begun after he was baptized? [He was healing people of their illnesses 

and teaching them about God] 

3. Who saw Jesus get Baptized when John said “this is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world”? [Andrew was present at Jesus’ baptism] 

4. What was Andrew’s brother’s name? (It was Simon. Later Jesus gave him the name Peter) 

5. What did Andrew tell his brother Simon? [We have found “the Christ] 

6. What was Andrew and Peter’s job? [They were fishermen] 

7. What did Jesus ask to borrow? [He asked to borrow their boat] 

8. What miracle did Jesus perform? [He gave Andrew and Peter a very large catch of fish] 

9. What does it mean to teach them how to fish for people? [They would follow Jesus and teach 

others about God’s love and sacrifice for them when Jesus died on the cross] 

ACTIVITY  Activity Sheet/Free Time  

SING  Doxology (Right before kids head upstairs for pick-up in the chapel after church)                                                                                                                                                                                   

FOCUS 

Jesus called 12 men to follow him. These were Jesus’ friends. They were called disciples.  

He taught them how to fish for men. Which means they became messengers of God’s love 

And forgiveness for people, which Jesus showed us when He died for us on the cross. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhIwTU9RbxY

