
The Temptation of Jesus — January 22, 2023 
BEFORE CLASS LESSON PRIMER 

 

HEBREWS 4:15 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but 

we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 

What is the significance of what you are teaching the kids this week?  

It’s an odd story. John the Baptist has just baptized Jesus. God has just spoken from heaven, 

saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” We would expect that the next 

item on the agenda would be the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Instead, we read that the Spirit 

of God leads Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. That’s strange. Why is Jesus 

subjected to testing in the wilderness by the Devil immediately following His baptism and 

immediately prior to the beginning of His ministry and the calling of His disciples? Is it merely to 

provide a moral example of endurance for believers? Or is there something more going on? 

The Devil is the ancient archenemy of God. It was he who tempted Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:1–7). 

Behind the scenes of redemptive history lies the conflict between God and Satan. After Adam 

and Eve sinned, God proclaimed judgment on the Devil who tempted them. God said to the 

Serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of 

the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put 

enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall 

bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  

Satan’s temptation of Jesus in the wilderness continues the conflict. The first Adam had faced 

the temptations of Satan in a bountiful garden and failed. The second Adam faces the 

temptations of Satan in a desolate wilderness and succeeds. He succeeds where Adam failed 

because He trusts the word of God. Satan twisted God’s word in his tempting of Adam and Eve 

and caused them to doubt. He twists God’s word in his tempting of Jesus, but Jesus does not 

falter. 

The significance of this is that Jesus, like Adam, acted as a representative head. The failure of 

Adam brought sin and death on the human race (Rom. 5). In order to be our Savior, it was 

necessary for Jesus to live a life of complete obedience to God. His sinlessness was absolutely 

necessary for our salvation. In the wilderness, Jesus was tempted like Adam, but did not sin 

(Heb. 4:15).  



IN CLASS LESSON PLAN 

WELCOME  Acknowledge the students by name, introduce any new friends 

PRAY   You can pray as the leader or ask a student to pray. 

SING   Encourage students to clap, dance, make a conga line, and sing. 
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—God Made Me   
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—Trust in the Lord 

READ   Matthew 4:1-11 

 

JESUS IS TEMPTED —  MATTHEW 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  After fasting 

forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, If you are the Son 

of God, tell these stones to become bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on 

bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to 

the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” 

he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the 

devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor.  “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said to 

him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” 

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

 

WATCH  The Temptation of Jesus - YouTube (turn off the lights) 
QUESTIONS  

1. Who was Jesus? (The Son of God and Savior of the world) 

2. Who led Jesus into the wilderness? (The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness) 

3. How long was Jesus in the wilderness? (40 days and 40 nights)  

4. What was the first test Satan tempted Jesus with? (He wanted Jesus to take food) 

5. What was the second test? (He wanted Jesus to jump from the temple to test God’s 

faithfulness) 

6. What was the third test? (He wanted to give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world without having 

to go to the cross to redeem the people in them)  

ACTIVITY  Activity Sheet/Free Time  

SING  Doxology (Right before kids head upstairs for pick-up in the chapel after church)                                                                                                                                                                                   

FOCUS 

All these tests were Satan’s way of giving Jesus an easy way out so that He would not go to  

the cross to save the world. He was trying to thwart God’s plan of salvation for all of us. 

However, we see Jesus did not give in and God’s plan prevailed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mc-x4qKY6Wc&t=3s

