
The Baptism of Jesus — January 15, 2023 
BEFORE CLASS LESSON PRIMER 

 
We see here that that this event was very important for two reasons: firstly as Jesus said 

it took place to “fulfill all righteousness,” and secondly it acts as both a divine 

confirmation as to who Jesus was as well as a transition point between the ministry of 

John and the ministry of Jesus. What is significant for the discussion of the Trinity is that 

all three members are present and all three are doing something different.  Jesus is 

getting baptized, the Spirit is descending on him like a dove, and the Father is speaking 

from Heaven. 

What is the significance of what you are teaching the kids this week?  

Today's lesson teaches the necessity of the incarnation, showing that Jesus' work as a man 

procures salvation for us. Matthew 3:13–17 records our Lord's baptism by John in the Jordan 

River, and as we read the account we can relate to John's confusion. In verse 14, John 

essentially asks Jesus why He needs to be baptized. Actually, John wanted to deny baptism to 

Him, and we have to admit that John was not entirely off-base. After all, John preached "a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins" (Mark 1:4), and John recognized that Jesus 

had no sins for which He needed to repent (Matt. 3:14). When it came to Jesus and John, if 

anyone needed a baptism for the remission of sins, it was John. 

Jesus did not dispute John's point, for as the sinless God-man, there was nothing for which He 

needed to repent. Nevertheless, our Savior said His baptism was necessary "to fulfill all 

righteousness" (v. 15). This statement overflows with christological significance. First, it shows 

that by His baptism, Jesus fully identified with His people as their representative. He did the 

same things that we do, albeit without sin, so He can stand in our place. Second, by this act of 

obedience in being baptized, Jesus shows us that our salvation would not be possible through 

His death alone. We have broken God's commandments, and to make up for that, there must 

be full obedience to His statutes. John's baptism was a command God gave to His people, and 

so it had to be obeyed. If our Savior had neglected this rule, His obedience to His Father would 

have been lacking, and He could not have saved us. 

Jesus ministry began after He was baptized. It was at the baptism of Jesus that God spoke the 

important words, “This is my son in whom I am well pleased.” In fact, this event is one of the 

clearest places in the Bible where we can see all three Persons of the Trinity at work in a single 

place. The Father speaks, the Spirit of God descends and the Son is being baptized.   



IN CLASS LESSON PLAN 

WELCOME  Acknowledge the students by name, introduce any new friends 

PRAY   You can pray as the leader or ask a student to pray. 

SING   Encourage students to clap, dance, make a conga line, and sing. 
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—God Made Me   
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible— Trust in the Lord  

READ   Mark 1:9-11 

 

JESUS IS BAPTIZED —  MARK 1:9-11 

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open 

and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are 

my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

WATCH  The Baptism of Jesus - YouTube (turn off the lights) 
QUESTIONS  

1. Who was Jesus? And Where was He born? [Jesus is God and Savior of the World born in 

Bethlehem] 

2. Who was John the Baptist? (John was a prophet who loved God and pointed people to Jesus) 

3. What was John’s ministry? (He baptized people in the Jordan River for forgiveness of their sins) 

4. Why didn’t John want to Baptize Jesus? (John knew that Jesus had no sin and since Jesus was 

God John felt awkward. He thought Jesus should be the one doing the baptizing.) 

5. What happened when Jesus came out of the water? (The Holy Spirit came down and rested on 

Jesus. And God the Father said “You are my son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”) 

ACTIVITY  Activity Sheet/Free Time  

SING  Doxology (Right before kids head upstairs for pick-up in the chapel after church) 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

FOCUS  

The focus of this lesson is on Jesus submitting to baptism as any person should. Jesus did not  

consider himself to be more important than John. Rather, he let John baptize Him. When  

Jesus was baptized God said, “You are my son, I am pleased with you”. The Holy Spirit came  

Down and rested on Jesus too. All three Persons of the Trinity are in this picture on this  

Special day when Jesus’ public ministry began. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VMNO2MAmwA

