
Jesus in the Temple — January 8, 2023 
BEFORE CLASS LESSON PRIMER 

 
Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City” 

Jesus is our childhood's pattern; day by day, like us he grew; 

he was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew; 

and he feeleth all our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness. 

 

What is the significance of what you are teaching the kids this week?  

They called out over the noise of the crowd. The question that filled them with anxiety was 

simply: “Where’s Jesus? Where’s Jesus? Where’s my son?” “I thought he was with you,” Joseph 

said. “No, no, no, I thought he was with you,” Mary said. They looked all through the caravan, 

and they couldn’t find Him.  

The last place Mary and Joseph expected to find Jesus was in the temple. But finally, in 

desperation, they went into the temple. It was the custom at that time that after the 

celebration of the Passover, the visiting rabbis and scholars, the theologians of the day—the 

PhDs of Israel—stayed around the city. This was one of the few times during the year that they 

had the opportunity to sit down and discuss matters of theology. 

These men were buzzing back and forth, talking about their theological theories. To Mary and 

Joseph’s astonishment, they find Jesus sitting among these doctors, participating in the 

theological dialogue. He was twelve years old, and not only was He participating, but it’s not 

like these elders were saying, “Go away son, you’re bothering me;” they were even more 

astonished than Mary and Joseph. They couldn’t believe the insight and provocative questions 

coming from the mouth of this twelve-year-old boy. He was obviously a child prodigy, but a 

child prodigy of such advanced learning that they had never ever witnessed anything like this in 

their lives. They saw clearly that this child knew more than they did at every point. 

The question for this morning is this: How did He know so much? How is it possible for this 

twelve-year-old boy, Jesus, to confound the experts in the Law and the Scriptures? Many 

people give one particularly quick and simple answer that I think is patently incorrect. People 

often look at this event and say: “Why wouldn’t Jesus know all this? He is God incarnate, and 

God is omniscient. God doesn’t have to be taught by the scholars. God is not in need of learning 

from anybody, because He is omniscient. He knows everything. If Jesus is God incarnate, 

doesn’t that mean that He knew everything?” Well, yes and no. He was fully God and fully man. 

Simply put, Jesus was a baby. He grew to be a teen. He grew like us in wisdom and stature.   



IN CLASS LESSON PLAN 

WELCOME  Acknowledge the students by name, introduce any new friends 

PRAY   You can pray as the leader or ask a student to pray. 

SING   Encourage students to clap, dance, make a conga line, and sing. 
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—God Made Me   
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—Trust in the Lord  

READ   John 1:29-34 

 

JESUS IN THE TEMPLE (AS A CHILD) —  JOHN 1:29-34 

Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his 

parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you 

treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” “Why 

were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 

house?” 
 

WATCH  Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2) - YouTube (turn off the lights) 
QUESTIONS  

1. Who is Jesus? [Jesus is the son of God and the Savior of the world] 

2. Where did Jesus and his family go when he was a baby? [They went to the Temple in Jerusalem] 

3. What are the names of the two people who held Jesus at the temple? [Simeon and Anna] 

4. What was special about these 2 people? [Both could see that this was God’s Son our savior] 

5. What happened when Jesus went to the Temple when he was 12 years old? [Mary and Joseph 

couldn’t find Jesus. They though he was lost.] 

6. Where did they find Jesus? [They found Jesus in the Temple teaching] 

7. What did all the people think of what Jesus taught? [They couldn’t believe how wise Jesus was]  

ACTIVITY  Activity Sheet/Free Time  

SING  Doxology (Right before kids head upstairs for pick-up in the chapel after church) 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

FOCUS  

The focus of this lesson on how Jesus grew up as a boy just like us. In many ways Jesus’ 

Life was full of chores and scrapes and birthdays just like us. And in other ways, we see  

That Jesus was special, as he teaches in the Temple and God’s wisdom and glory were  

Clearly seen in his extraordinary gifts and abilities to teach. Jesus is God and man. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ho_3gvIWzbw

