
The Triumphal Entry — April 2, 2023 
BEFORE CLASS LESSON PRIMER 

 
Philippians 2:5-11 

In your lives you must think and act like Christ Jesus. Christ himself was like God in everything. 

He was equal with God. But he did not think that being equal with God was something to be 

held on to. He gave up his place with God and made himself nothing. He was born as a man and 

became like a servant. And when he was living as a man, he humbled himself and was fully 

obedient to God. He obeyed even when that caused his death—death on a cross. So God raised 

Christ to the highest place. God made the name of Christ greater than every other name. God 

wants every knee to bow to Jesus— everyone in heaven, on earth, and under the earth. 

Everyone will say, “Jesus Christ is Lord” and bring glory to God the Father. 

What is the significance of what you are teaching the kids this week?  

Riding on a humble beast of burden is not the way in which most people would expect a king to 

enter into His reign, but that is exactly how the Lord of glory entered His. Though almost no one 

could see it at the time, Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday marked the beginning of the 

final events that would lead to His exaltation (Matt. 21:1–11). 

When we say that almost no one could see it at the time, we are not speaking of what the crowd of 

Passover pilgrims first thought when they saw Jesus approaching Jerusalem on a donkey. The 

greatest king in their history, after all, often rode through the Holy City and the Promised Land in a 

similar manner (2 Sam. 13:29; 1 Kings 1:33). Thus, the people who cried "Hosanna to the Son of 

David!" on Palm Sunday expected a mighty, conquering king, one who would throw off the yoke of 

their Gentile oppressors just as David had defeated the Philistines centuries earlier. 

Yet the people failed to see the true import of the Davidic king riding on a lowly beast of burden. 

Yes, David was a conquering king, but he defeated his enemies not in his own strength but in the 

strength of the Lord. Moreover, for all of his military prowess, David could not provide permanent 

rest to his people. After his death, his son Solomon enjoyed peace for a time, but this golden age 

came to an end when God brought enemies against Solomon to discipline him for his idolatry (1 

Kings 11:9–40). 

The true enemies that had to be defeated were not pagan Gentiles but rather sin and death. This 

could not be done on a white horse and with great armies. Instead, it took humility, a willingness to 

take the form of a servant and submit to the punishment that God's people deserve for their sin 

(Phil. 2:5–11). Only by receiving the worst that sin and death could throw at him could the Davidic 

king "outsmart" our enemies. In thinking that they were gaining the upper hand, sin, death, and 

even Satan himself did not see that their actions were ultimately working under the sovereignty of 

God so that His wrath would be satisfied in the death of His Son. They did not see that by killing 

Jesus they were actually ensuring their own defeat, for the Son of David whom they murdered was 

stronger than death itself. Passing through death, He conquered it by rising again. Jesus took the 

worst that His foes could do and triumphed over it. His humble entry into Jerusalem in fulfillment of 

Zechariah's prophecy anticipated His final conquering act.  



IN CLASS LESSON PLAN 

WELCOME  Acknowledge the students by name, introduce any new friends 

PRAY   You can pray as the leader or ask a student to pray. 

SING   Encourage students to clap, dance, make a conga line, and sing. 
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—The Love of Christ   
Yancy Little Praise Party—It’s a Happy Day 

READ   John 12:12-15 

 

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY—  JOHN 12:12-15 

The next day a great crowd in Jerusalem heard that Jesus was coming there. These were the 

people who had come to the Passover Feast. They took branches of palm trees and went out to 

meet Jesus. They shouted, “Praise God! God bless the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 

God bless the King of Israel!” Jesus found a colt and sat on it. This was as the Scripture says, 

“Don’t be afraid, people of Jerusalem! Your king is coming. He is sitting on the colt of a donkey.” 

WATCH  The Story of Easter (The Triumphal Entry) - YouTube (turn off the lights) 

QUESTIONS  

1. Who is Jesus?? (Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the World.) 

2. What were the Jewish people celebrating at that time? (It was the festival called “Passover”.) 

3. What was Passover? (It remembered the time when Moses rescued Israel from slavery in Egypt.} 

4. What did Jesus tell two of his friends to do? (He told them to go into the village and find a 

donkey for him to ride into Jerusalem on.) 

5. What did the people of the city do when they heard Jesus was coming? (They cut palm branches 

and laid them at His feet.) 

6. Why were the people worshipping Jesus this way? (They were praising God for all the miracles 

and wonders they had seen Jesus do. They believed He was the True King.) 

7. What question were they asking as they cheered? (They asked “Who is this?”) 

8. What was the answer? (It’s Jesus, the Son of God and Savior of the World.) 

ACTIVITY  Activity Sheet/Free Time  

SING  Doxology (Right before kids head upstairs for pick-up in the chapel after church)                                                                                                                                                                                   

FOCUS 

The focus of this lesson is on Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem as the long awaited King of Israel. It 

shows that Jesus is rightfully our savior and worthy of our praise. It also shows that the 

salvation Jesus offered at that time was not freedom from slavery to Rome, but freedom from 

slavery to our sin.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-39h0xYqdE

