
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead — March 26, 2023 
BEFORE CLASS LESSON PRIMER 

 

John 11:3-4 

So Mary and Martha sent someone to tell Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

When Jesus heard this he said, “This sickness will not end in death. It is for the 

glory of God. This has happened to bring glory to the Son of God.” 

What is the significance of what you are teaching the kids this week?  

Jesus’ weeping at the death of Lazarus (John 11:35) does not go unnoticed by the Jews who join 

Mary and Martha in their mourning. Some of them rightly see our Lord’s grief as proof of His 

love for Lazarus (v. 36). Others apparently believe that Lazarus’ death is incongruous with the 

other actions of Christ. If Jesus could make the blind man see, could He not have healed Lazarus 

(v. 37)? Implicit in this speculation is another question: Why did Jesus not heal Lazarus? Such 

thinking betrays a misunderstanding about the Savior’s mission. While He certainly has concern 

for people and desires to see them made whole, the purpose of Christ’s coming is not merely or 

even primarily to restore men and women to health. He comes into the world, first and 

foremost, to reveal His glory and the glory of God (v. 4, 42). 

When Jesus arrives at the tomb of Lazarus, John reports that He is deeply moved (v. 38a), 

demonstrating yet again, as Dr. R.C. Sproul writes in his commentary John, that “Jesus entered 

into the affliction of His people so deeply that He was moved within Himself at the travesty of 

death.” John tells us that the tomb is “a cave, and a stone lay against it” (v. 38b). This type of 

grave was not uncommon for first-century Jews, and Jews of some wealth and prominence 

were especially likely to own such a tomb. For example, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent and 

wealthy Jew, owned the cave tomb in which Jesus was buried (Matt. 27:57–60). That Lazarus 

was buried in such a grave lends credence to the idea that his family enjoyed a high social 

standing. 

At the tomb, it is evident that Martha remains unaware that Jesus is planning to raise Lazarus 

that very day, for she is reluctant to open the tomb when Jesus asks her to do so (John 11:39). 

But our Savior once again indicates that He is about to act, and that He will do so in order to 

reveal the glory and power of God (v. 40). His prayer indicates that He is not raising Lazarus 

merely to comfort the man’s family, but that He will call Lazarus forth from the grave in order 

to prove that He has been sent by God and invested with the authority even over death itself 

(vv. 41–42). And so, Jesus commands Lazarus to come out of the grave, and Lazarus, though he 

is dead, cannot help but obey. Just as the Creator spoke life into existence at creation, so does 

He, in the person of Jesus Christ, speak and restore Lazarus to life (vv. 43–44; see Gen. 1:1–2:3).  



IN CLASS LESSON PLAN 

WELCOME  Acknowledge the students by name, introduce any new friends 

PRAY   You can pray as the leader or ask a student to pray. 

SING   Encourage students to clap, dance, make a conga line, and sing. 
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—The Ten Commandments   
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—Stars 

READ   John 11:38-44 

 

JESUS RAISES LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD—  JOHN 11:38-44 

Again Jesus felt very sad in his heart. He came to the tomb. The tomb was a cave with a large 

stone covering the entrance. Jesus said, “Move the stone away.” Martha said, “But, Lord, it has 

been four days since he died. There will be a bad smell.” Martha was the sister of the dead man. 

Then Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 

So they moved the stone away from the entrance. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 

thank you that you heard me. I know that you always hear me. But I said these things because of 

the people here around me. I want them to believe that you sent me.” After Jesus said this, he 

cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out. His hands and feet were 

wrapped with pieces of cloth, and he had a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take the 

cloth off of him and let him go.” 

WATCH  Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead - YouTube (turn off the lights) 

QUESTIONS  

1. Who Is Jesus? (Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the World.) 

2. Who were Lazarus’s sisters and what did they do? (Mary and Martha; who sent to Jesus for help 

to heal their sick brother.) 

3. How long did Jesus stay where he was? (He stayed two more days) 

4. When Jesus was ready to go to Lazarus’s house, the disciples were worried Why? (Lazarus’s 

house was near Jerusalem where many people were on the look-out for Jesus to harm him.) 

5. What was happening when Jesus arrived at Lazarus’s house? (Lazarus was dead and in the grave 

for 4 days. His sisters Mary and Martha were grieving his death.) 

6. What did Mary and Martha both say to Jesus? (If you were here earlier you could have healed 

Lazarus.) 

7. Where did they go next? (They went to Lazarus’s tomb and Jesus said Roll the stone away.) 

8. What did Jesus do next? (He shouted Lazarus come out! And Lazarus came alive again.) 

ACTIVITY  Activity Sheet/Free Time  

SING  Doxology (Right before kids head upstairs for pick-up in the chapel after church)                                                                                                                                                                                   

FOCUS 

The focus of this lesson is on the tremendous power of Jesus to raise Lazarus from the dead. 

This miracle was most convincing for many people who saw it. After this Jesus is supported by 

many people and he enters Jerusalem as a king the very next day. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dca8SSxXCmM

