
The Transfiguration — March 19, 2023 
BEFORE CLASS LESSON PRIMER 

 

MATTHEW HENRY 

The shining face of Moses was so weak, that it could easily be concealed by a thin 

veil; but such was the glory of Christ’s body, that his clothes were enlightened by it. 

 

What is the significance of what you are teaching the kids this week?  

The Holy Spirit enabled Peter to confess Jesus as the Messiah, but this is not the only revelation 

the apostle received while he and the other disciples traveled with Christ in and around 

Caesarea Philippi. As today’s passage indicates, Peter, along with James and John, was 

privileged to witness our Lord’s transfigured glory only days after Peter’s great confession 

(Matt. 16:13– 17:8). 

As background to the transfiguration, we must consider the many theophanies recorded in 

sacred Scripture. Our English term theophany finds its roots in the Greek word for “God” 

(theos) and the Greek verb “to appear” (phainein); thus, we can see that theophany basically 

means “an appearance of God.” Theophanies were visible manifestations of the Creator and 

were usually granted to central figures in the Almighty’s redemptive plan. We can think, for 

example, of God’s appearance to Abraham as a “smoking fire pot” and “flaming torch” (Gen. 

15), as well as Moses’ vision of Yahweh in the burning bush (Ex. 3). The transfiguration, we will 

see, stands in this tradition, but Jesus the Christ exceeds all previous theophanies, expressing as 

He does the fullest revelation of who God is. 

We learn many lessons from the transfiguration. It confirms Jesus’ appointment as a special 

messenger of God: like Moses and Elijah who received revelation from the Almighty on Mount 

Sinai, also called Mount Horeb (Ex. 19–24; 1 Kings 19), Jesus also meets with God on a 

mountain. Yet Jesus is greater than these because the Father’s declarations about Him make 

Him the object of revelation (Matt. 17:5), not merely its recipient. Also, Moses and Elijah 

represent the Law and the Prophets, respectively. Their appearance with Christ confirms His 

fulfillment of the old covenant revelation found in the Old Testament. 

Most importantly, the transfiguration depicts Jesus’ divine identity unambiguously. Moses 

reflected the divine glory after meeting with God, but this reflection could be hidden (Ex. 

34:29–35). Our Savior’s inherent splendor, however, cannot be veiled (Matt. 17:2). Matthew 

Henry comments, “The shining face of Moses was so weak, that it could easily be concealed by 

a thin veil; but such was the glory of Christ’s body, that his clothes were enlightened by it.”  



IN CLASS LESSON PLAN 

WELCOME  Acknowledge the students by name, introduce any new friends 

PRAY   You can pray as the leader or ask a student to pray. 

SING   Encourage students to clap, dance, make a conga line, and sing. 
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—The Ten Commandments   
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—Stars 

READ   Matthew 17:1-8 

 

JESUS IS TRANSFIGURED—  MATTHEW 17:1-8 

Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James, and John the brother of James up on a high mountain. 

They were all alone there. While they watched, Jesus was changed. His face became bright like 

the sun. And his clothes became white as light. Then two men were there, talking with him. The 

men were Moses and Elijah. Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you want, I 

will put three tents here—one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While Peter was 

talking, a bright cloud covered them. A voice came from the cloud. The voice said, “This is my 

Son and I love him. I am very pleased with him. Obey him!” The followers with Jesus heard the 

voice. They were so frightened that they fell to the ground. But Jesus went to them and touched 

them. He said, “Stand up. Don’t be afraid.” When the followers looked up, they saw Jesus was 

now alone. 

WATCH  The Transfiguration - YouTube (turn off the lights) 

QUESTIONS  
1. Who Is Jesus? (Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the World) 

2. Where did Jesus take Peter James and John? (He took them to a mountain to pray.) 

3. What happened while they were praying? (Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared.) 

4. Who were Moses and Elijah? (They were great men of God from the OT who represent the LAW 

and the PROPHETS.) 

5. Why did Peter want to make three shelters on the mountain? (He wanted to honor Moses, 

Elijah, and Jesus with shrines dedicated to them on the mountain.) 

6. What did the voice from heaven say? (This is my son who brings me great joy; listen to him.) 

7. Why did the disciples fall on the ground? (The light and the voice were too spectacular; Jesus 

had to tell them not to be afraid.) 

8. What did Jesus tell them on the way down the mountain? (Don’t tell others about this mountain 

experience until after you see me rise from the dead.) 

ACTIVITY  Activity Sheet/Free Time  

SING  Doxology (Right before kids head upstairs for pick-up in the chapel after church)                                                                                                                                                                                   

FOCUS 

The focus of this lesson is on the brilliant light and voice of God pointing to Jesus to say; “This 

is my son with whom I am very pleased. God’s voice over Jesus’ identity is the most important 

thing any person can ever know and experience in life. You were made by God and you please 

God when you believe in Jesus. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfT5mInsr9A

