
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind — March 12, 2023 
BEFORE CLASS LESSON PRIMER 

 
Romans 8:18-21 

Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. 

For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his 

children really are. Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But 

with eager hope, the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s 

children in glorious freedom from death and decay. 

What is the significance of what you are teaching the kids this week?  

Why do we experience sickness, deformities, and death? The metaphysical naturalist who believes that 

this physical world is all there is and that it arose purely by chance would answer that these calamities 

exist merely as a result of biological happenstance. These things are here because that is how genes 

have evolved. They are not foreign invaders into the living realm; rather, they are part and parcel of the 

existing systems. 

Scripture gives us a far different answer. Sickness, deformities, and death are, broadly speaking, the 

result of sin. When Adam fell, the world was cursed, and all of these maladies are in some way 

manifestations of the curse. The world is not as it should be because sin infects the world, and all 

creation is groaning in anticipation of its release from this bondage to sin (Gen. 3:17–19; Rom. 8:18–25). 

Yet, although all suffering is a consequence of life in a fallen world, that does not mean every ailment is 

due to a specific sin committed by the one who suffers from the malady. The book of Job, for example, 

will not let us draw that conclusion. That did not stop many first-century Jews, however, from 

concluding that the suffering of an individual must be due to his personal sin. We see this reflected in 

today’s passage when the disciples ask Jesus whose sin caused the blindness of the man they encounter 

(John 9:1–2). 

The disciples have a poor theology of sin and suffering, but unsurprisingly, Jesus does not. Blindness in 

this case is not a consequence of an individual’s sin but an occasion for the works of God to be 

manifested (v. 3). The man’s blindness will create an opportunity for healing that will reveal the 

goodness of God and the identity of Jesus. 

Nothing is more important than to do the works of the Lord. Jesus is particularly conscious of this, 

knowing that the time is short for doing these works, for He will not always be in the world (vv. 4–5). 

Here our Savior is not speaking absolutely, for after departing the world He will be present by His Spirit 

to empower His people to do the works of God (Acts 1:8). Rather, He is speaking of the coming ordeal of 

His crucifixion and the immediate aftermath before Pentecost when the disciples will not be ministering 

openly. 

Jesus then does a work of God, healing the man by applying mud to his eyes and having him wash it off 

(John 9:6–7). We do not know why Jesus has him do this except to note that as the sovereign Creator, 

He has the right to heal by whatever means He chooses.  



IN CLASS LESSON PLAN 

WELCOME  Acknowledge the students by name, introduce any new friends 

PRAY   You can pray as the leader or ask a student to pray. 

SING   Encourage students to clap, dance, make a conga line, and sing. 
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—The Ten Commandments   
Slugs and Bugs Sing the Bible—Stars 

READ   John 9:1-7 

 

JESUS HEALS A MAN BORN BLIND —  JOHN 9:1-7 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been born blind. His followers asked him, 

“Teacher, whose sin caused this man to be born blind—his own sin or his parents’ sin?” Jesus 

answered, “It is not this man’s sin or his parents’ sin that made him blind. This man was born 

blind so that God’s power could be shown in him. While it is daytime, we must continue doing 

the work of the One who sent me. The night is coming. And no one can work at night. While I 

am in the world, I am the light of the world.” After Jesus said this, he spit on the ground and 

made some mud with it. He put the mud on the man’s eyes. Then he told the man, “Go and 

wash in the Pool of Siloam.” So the man went to the pool. He washed and came back. And he 

was able to see. 

WATCH  Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind - YouTube (turn off the lights) 

QUESTIONS  

1. Who Is Jesus?? (Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the World) 

2. What did Jesus see while he was walking with his friends? (He saw a man who was born blind.) 

3. Why did Jesus say this terrible blindness was not because anyone sinned? (Because God is good 

and does not punish individual sins with physical illness] [God wanted to show his own power 

through this poor blind man’s life.) 

4. What did Jesus do next? (He spit on the ground and made mud to put on the man’s eyes.) 

5. What did Jesus ask the man to do? (He asked him to wash in the pool.) Did the blind man obey? 

(Yes.) 

6. Why do you think people asked if this was the same man? (Because they couldn’t understand 

how the man could see after being blind his whole life.) 

ACTIVITY  Activity Sheet/Free Time  

SING  Doxology (Right before kids head upstairs for pick-up in the chapel after church)                                                                                                                                                                                   

FOCUS 

The focus of this lesson Jesus’ great care for people. He healed the blind man and by doing so,  

he showed His great power to heal and His great compassion to heal. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4qZ2KSbdxI

