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FPC Greenville: Thoughts on 

Church Membership  
By Pastor Andrew Gilman  

What do you want from your local church? 
Perhaps the best place to begin is by asking the question: What do 
you want from your local church? I assume, first of all, that you want 
a local church where you can be known and loved and cared for by 
other Christians. There is, after all, no such thing as an “anonymous-
lone-ranger-Christian” in the NT. I also assume you want a local 
church where you can know others and experience the joy of 
pouring into their lives and loving and encouraging and helping 
them and ministering to their needs. In other words, you want a 
local church, I assume, where you can be useful and be a blessing 
to others who are struggling and need your input. Finally, I assume 
you want a local church where you can be spiritually led and… 
(Continued on page 8) of magnificent conversions and (continued 
pg. 8) 

 KEY DATES  

 

SEPTEMBER 6TH  

Labor Day Observance         
Office Closed 

SEPTEMBER 11TH  

FPC Retreat- All day 
Speaker: Jerry Van Auken 

SEPTEMBER 12TH  

Fall Kick Off 
New Members & Baptisms 

Lunch Carry-In  
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DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 

THE WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM  

 

Q. 15. What is creation? 

A. Creation is this: in the beginning, for himself, and out 
of nothing, God made the world and everything in it in 
six days by the word of his power—and all very good.1  

1. Gn 1, Heb 11.3, Prv 16.4, Rv 4.11. 

___________________________________________________ 

Q. 16. How did God create angels? 

A. God created all the angels1 as immortal2 spirits,3 holy,4 
with superior knowledge5 and mighty power,6 to carry 
out his commands and praise his name;7 but they could 
also change.8  

1. Col 1.16.  

2. Mt 22.30, Lk 20.36.  

3. Ps 104.4, Col 1.16.  

4. Gn 1.31, Mt 25.31.  

5. 2 Sm 14.17, Mt 24.36.  

6. 2 Thes 1.7.  

7. Ps 103.20-21.  

8. 2 Pt 2.4.  

 READING PLAN 

WEEK 35 | SEPTEMBER 1-3 

 Isa 30-32; 1 Cor 5 

 Isa 33-35; 1 Cor 6 

 2 Chr 28; 2 Kings 17; Psalm 66; 1 Cor 7 

WEEK 36 | SEPTEMBER 6-10  

 2 Chr 29-31; 1 Cor 8 

 2 Kings 18-19; 2 Chr 32; Ps 67; 1 Cor 9 

 Isa 36-37; Psalm 123; 1 Cor 10 

 2 Kings 20; Isa 38-40; Ps 68; 1 Cor 11 

 Isa 41-44; 1 Cor 12 

WEEK 37 | SEPTEMBER 13-17 

 Isa 45-48; 1 Cor 13 

 Isa 49-52; Psalm 69; 1 Cor 14 

 Isa 53-55; Psalm 128; 1 Cor 15 

 Isa 56-59; Psalm 70; 1 Cor 16 

 Is 60-63; 2 Cor 1 

WEEK 38 | SEPTEMBER 20-24 

 Isa 64-66; 2 Cor 2 

 2 Kings 21; 2 Chr 33; Ps 71; 2 Cor 3 

 Nahum; Psalm 149; 2 Cor 4 

 2 Kings 22-23; Psalm 73; 2 Cor 5 

 2 Chr 34-35; 2 Cor 6 

WEEK 39 | SEPTEMBER 27-30 

 Habakkuk; 2 Cor 7 

 Zephaniah; Psalm 74; 2 Cor 8 

 Jeremiah 1-4; Psalm 130; 2 Cor 9 

 Jer 5-7; Psalm 75; 2 Cor 10 

 Jer 8-10; 2 Cor 11 

YOUR 

MONTHLY 

MEMORY 

VERSE 

PSALM 145:18-20a 

The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth. He 

fulfills the desire of those who fear Him; He also hears their cry and saves 

them.  The Lord preserves all who love him…” 
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BIRTHDAYS 

 

09/02 Ginny Bertram 

09/06 Charlene Thornhill, Paul Boyer 

09/11 Allie DePoy 

09/12 Marnelise van der Walt, Kate Rehmert 

09/13 William Farrell, Becky Luce 

09/14 Brittany Hill, Zach Hounshell 

09/16 Natalie Hinkle 

09/19 Buzz Blanchard 

09/22 Mark Light 

09/27 Diane Amick 

09/29 Ken Krick 

09/30 Sandra Brawley, Chase Detrick 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

09/01 Kurt & Tina Smith 

09/07 Mark & Gail Bankson 

09/15 Ted & Holly Finnarn 

09/24 Frank & Nikki Gilmore 

 

EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FPC FALL RETREAT 

DATE:    Saturday, September 11th     

TIME:     9:30am-6:00pm 

PLACE:  FPC                                                     

DETAILS: Join us for our all day 

retreat! There will be morning and 

afternoon sessions by Pastor Jerry 

Van Auken, games, & lunch from 

Montage. Dinner will be provided 

from our own Perish Life Committee. 

We will have evening fellowship at the 

Jetter Home with a fire & s’mores to 

top off the evening! Please join us!  
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DIRECTOR 

OF MINISTRY 

OPERATIONS 

UPDATE 

By Paige Ervin 

Fall kick-off is upon us. This means adult and teen classes are back during 

First Hour and Children’s Church is back during the worship hour. We are 

also kicking-off a new year of revitalization dinners with young families. We 

are currently gathering those new young families and the first dinner will be 

in October. Please contact, Pastor Andrew, Didi or me if you know of a 

young couple/family who may be interested in these outreach events. We 

also need your prayers as we take on this new year and hosts for the 

dinners. If you are interested in helping with these dinners in anyway, 

please let us know. We would love to have more partners in this ministry. 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FPC FALL RETREAT 

Join us and guest speaker, Pastor Jerry Van Auken 

for our fall retreat on Saturday September 11th. 

Please help us plan by filling out the tear off portion 

in our Sunday bulletin. Here you can specify what 

sessions you are able to come to and if you are 

planning to stay for lunch and dinner. Thank you for 

your willingness to help! 

FALL KICK-OFF 

On Sunday September 12th Pastor Jerry Van Auken 

will still be with us teaching his 4th Break-Out Session 

of the Retreat weekend during the normal Sunday 

School time of 9:00am. We will now be calling 

Sunday School, First Hour. Pastor Van Auken will also 

be preaching on Session #5 during our worship 

service, now being called Church Hour. Along with 

the message we will be having New Member 

recognition, baptisms, and the startup of Children’s 

Church for our elementary children!  A “Welcome 

Luncheon” with the whole congregation will follow. 

Please plan to join us as we celebrate all of the 

exciting new things taking place and bring a side to 

share! *Please note that Coffee Hour will return the 

following week on September 19th!* 

PAIGE ON MATERNITY LEAVE 

Paige will be out of the office until September 13th. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO NOTE 

Labor Day- Office Closed 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fall Retreat— Saturday, September 11th 

Fall Kick-Off—Sunday, September 12th: New Members 

joining, baptisms and carry-in lunch. 

 

 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH  

Sunday School for elementary children will begin 

again on September 12th! If anyone would be willing 

to be a substitute for the Children’s Church teachers 

or be a helper, please contact Paige Ervin or Didi in 

the office. We greatly appreciate any and all help! 

CARING COOKS 

Caring Cooks delivers meals to families in need, and 

we can never have too many cooks. We are always 

looking to add more cooks to our call list. 

CARING CARDS 

There is always a need for a card. Please spend time 

looking over our board in the Narthex dedicated to 

this ministry and sign a card for us to send out today. 

HOSPITALITY 

As we continue to transition back to normal with 

church operations, we will be looking for greeters 

and coffee hour hosts.  
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PRAYER 
ARE YOU RECEIVING PRAYER CHAIN UPDATES? 

SEND US AN EMAIL TO GET ADDED TODAY! 

_____________________________________________________________ 

BE IN PRAYER FOR THE FOLLOWING FAMILIES: 

SMITH— Kurt has been battling cancer for over a year now 

and if his numbers from his surgery in October remain good 

until this October, he will be cancer free! 

NORD— Frances is progressing well, but please pray for her 

memory and for two upcoming procedures to help control 

the pain in her back and right shoulder. Dick and Fran’s 

daughter, Kathy Powell, was diagnosed with an aggressive 

brain cancer. Sadly, chemo has not helped, and her cancer 

continues to grow. Their son Dan will need to have heart 

catheterization on August 31st, and he has just been 

diagnosed with prostate cancer. Treatment on the cancer will 

have to wait until the heart catheterization is completed. 

PIERRON— George Pierron is asking for prayer for his 

daughter, Lori Kimmel, who is battling breast cancer. 

CONWAYS— Lori’s mother passed away on 8-27. Please 

keep her family in your prayers. 

VEHRE- John Vehre’s mother is recovering from surgery and 

would appreciate prayers. 

FUNDERBURG- Glenna has had knee replacement surgery 

and would appreciate prayers for a good recovery. 

van der Walt- Hugo & Bre are unsure of when the Malawi 

Boarders will be reopened for them to move & start ministry.  

HOWELL- Didi’s father, Chris Lachat, continues to have 

problems with a low heart rate following his heart attack. The 

doctors are trying to decide if a pacemaker is necessary. 

Please pray the doctors have wisdom to make the right 

decision.  

 

 FPC LIFE  

NOTE OF APPRECIATION 

Last year and spring of this year was 
really rough for me with illness and 
the death of my sister. I knew that 
God was in control and his peace 
encompassed me. Though 
memorization is difficult for me I 
managed to memorize a few 
scriptures that sustained me in 
tougher spots. But I want you to know 
how much your cards and 
encouragement brightened my days. 
It is so comforting to know my church 
family is there behind me. Thank you 
so much. -Anna Lee Dickerson. 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION 

Thank you everyone for your prayers 
and thoughts. I wish I could be part of 
the congregation, but due to health 
issues I am better off at home in my 
condition right now. I thank you a lot. 
-Freda Condon 

SPIRITUAL LIFE TENT 

Thank you to everyone who served at 
the fair and donated water 
beforehand. It was a hot day and the 
water and Gina’s sno-cones were 
greatly appreciated. Thank you Ginny 
Bertram for setting it up and 
organizing the volunteers. 

* If you have any life updates you want share, 

please email us with “FPC Life” as the subject 

and we will get the news to the congregation 

in next month’s newsletter! * 

FPC KIDS 

SPECIAL 

Mylee Hines 

Look to hear from another 

one of our FPC Kids next 

month! 

A FEW OF MY FAVORITE THINGS 

Hi my name is Mylee. I love camping in Florida with my family during the winter. 

We see dolphins while boating, I get to swim a lot, and find seashells. I also 

really enjoy gymnastics and tumbling. At home, I enjoy helping my mom in the 

garden, and eating more tomatoes than I put into the bowl. I also like jumping 

on our trampoline.   
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First Presbyterian Church of Greenville Ohio 

Minutes of the Session of 
July 15, 2021 

 
I. Opening 

 
 A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 
      
           The July 2021 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Greenville was 
 called to order on July 15, 2021 at 7 PM  by Pastor Andrew  Gilman. Pastor Gilman opening 
 the meeting with prayer. 
 
 Members Present :  Don Stevenson, Pam Bowman, Wes Jetter, Peter Havisa, Helen Miller and  
 George Luce  (6)    
 
 Members Absent : Don Lockhart and Randy Tester 
 

 Guest : None 

 

 Approval of Minutes  Don Stevenson motioned to approve the June minutes seconded by 
 George Luce. The motion passed 6-0. 
 

 FYI Items Andy Gilman presented a written summary of the EPC General Assembly 
 Highlights. He mentioned in our meeting that Bob Stauffer will become Church Health 
 Director an the National level and will oversee revitalization efforts for the larger group. 
 

 Regarding revitalization there was a written report to David Brown and an email  encouraging 
 us to seek additional funding from the EPC.  Andy will have a proposal for  what funding we 
 might want to seek at our August meeting. 
 

 Communion There was no vote on this topic at the July meeting although Session did 
 discuss a number of items that might be considered for procedures when a more  traditional 
 communion procedure resumes in September.  Items discussed in July included type of bread 
 or wafers to use, whether to add real wine and methods of distributing the Lord's supper to the 
 congregation in the age of covid. 
 

 Finance Committee (Don Stevenson) 
 Before Don presented his report, Pam Bowman reported back on options for a bicentennial 
 commemorative plaque.  She discussed size and price with ranges  running from $33.90-
 $75.80 and various sizes running up to 12x15 inches.  Wes Jetter  thanked Pam for her efforts 
 and he motioned that the options be passed onto the church staff for final determination.  Wes 
 Jetter made a motion to limit the plaque to a cost of $200.00 and a proposal will come back from 
 the staff to be reviewed at the next session meeting. This motion was seconded by George Luce 
 and passed 6-0. 
 
 Don then presented his financial report.  He mentioned that giving is behind $4,837 as 
 compared to last year at this time.  He also stated that the annual membership per capita letter 
 has not been completed yet.  He noted as well that there were no unusual  expenses in June, 
 although two monthly insurance bills came in June. While contributions were done, the Church 
 still remains ahead on its annual budget by $5,237.00, but he noted that the Church would be in 
 the red if Revitalization money was pulled out. Peter Haviza motioned to accept the report 
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 seconded by Pam Bowman and passing 6-0. 
 Don also mentioned a meeting will be scheduled for our investments with Becker and 
 Edward Jones.  This meeting did take place on July 21 from 5 PM to a little after 6 PM.   The 
 meeting with Becker taking place by Zoom and with Alisha Weis from Edward Jones  in person.  
 Finally, Don mentioned that $63,698 had been distributed from the investment funds so far this 
 year. 
 Personnel Committee (Pam Bowman) 
 Pam mentioned that Didi had requested the month of August off because of health issues with 
 her parents, who also perform many of childcare duties when Didi is working. Pam indicated 
 that Didi will return to work after school resumes and can do some of her duties from home in 
 the meantime. No vote was requested for this and the request will be handled at the staff 
 and personnel level. 
 Pastor's Report (Andy Gilman – written submission) 
 Andy also submitted a detailed written report of other activities he was involved in during the 
 month of June.  He verbally reported on the following items: 
 - June Staff meeting Minutes 
 -Terri Fryman's birthday 
 -Susi's devotional  
 -First Friday discussions 
 -Page is on Maternity leave 
 -Planning steps for VBS and the Fall retreat 
 -Revitalization group activities 
 Wes Jetter motioned to accept this report, which was seconded by Peter Haviza and 
 passed 6-0. 
 Other Pastor FYI items 
 Session needs to be prepared to meet with new members probably prior to a Sunday 
 Church day around 9 AM.  No particular day though has been set. 
 9/12 Fall Kickoff meal will be Eikenberry’s Chicken, which will be taking place the last  day of 
 the retreat. 
 Deacon's Minutes No Deacon's Report for this month. 
 III. Closing 
 A closing prayer was made by Peter Haviza at 8:50. 
 

 Peter Haviza then motioned to adjourn, which was seconded by Pam Bowman,  passing 6-0.  
 
                       John Vehre     Andy Gilman 

  Clerk of Session    Moderator of Session 

  

OFFICER & STAFF MEETINGS FOR THIS MONTH  

DEACONS MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2021   7:00PM 

SESSION THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2021 7:00PM 

STAFF WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2021 12:15PM 
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THOUGHTS ON CHURCH MEMBERSHIP (CONTINUED)

biblically fed and lovingly protected by gifted 

leaders. I assume you want leaders who not only 

know who you are but are joyfully committed to 

keeping watch over your souls, leaders who take 

seriously their responsibility to teach you the truth 

and help you grow in your knowledge of God and 

your intimacy with him. 

Is Church Membership Taught and Expected in 

the Bible? 

The next question has to do with whether the 

Bible expects you to be a part of a local body of 

believers. Can you simply keep your faith private 

without committing and submitting to a local 

body of believers? Every letter in the New 

Testament assumes Christians are members of 

local churches. The letters themselves are 

addressed to local churches. They teach us how to 

get along with other members, how to encourage 

the weak within the church, how to conduct 

ourselves at church, and what to do with 

unrepentant sinners in the church. They command 

us to submit to our elders, and encourage us to 

go to our elders to pray. All these things are 

impossible if you aren’t a member of a local 

church. (See 1 and 2 Corinthians, James, 

Ephesians, 1 and 2 Timothy, and 1 Peter for 

references.) You need to know we’re all in this life 

together, and we won’t walk away from you just 

because you let us down or we disagree. 

Together we build each other up into the image 

of Christ; no one can make it alone. I encourage 

you to rethink the importance of church 

membership. Our fellowship may be an affliction, 

but we are a glorious affliction. And we will walk 

into glory together. 

Do I Have to Agree with Every Doctrinal Statement 

of this Local Chruch? 

Many people want to be 100% sure they can 

support and affirm the belief system of an 

organization before they commit to joining that 

organization. You may be asking yourself, What if I 

disagree with this church doctrinally? Should I or  

can I rightly commit myself to a place with which I 

do not fully agree? 

First, any commitment with another person 

involves joining with a person who differs from 

you in very fundamental ways. If you want an 

example just look at our marriages. The 

commitment in marriage is not one of looking for 

differences in order to separate from each other. 

It is a commitment to love and grow together 

even through those differences. But the question 

remains; What is the core of our commitment that 

binds us together so that we are working together 

in loving relationship for good? The EPC 

[Evangelical Presbyterian Church] has a core of 7 

essentials that make up what we believe. It is 

these 7 principles or doctrines that we are asking 

you to agree with for membership. There will be 

individual passages and other ideas that we may 

differ on as Christians, but the core that we all 

come to the church in belief are as follows… 

1. We believe in one God, the sovereign Creator 

and Sustainer of all things, infinitely perfect and 

eternally existing in three Persons: Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. To Him be all honor, glory and 

praise forever!  

2. Jesus Christ, the living Word, became flesh 

through His miraculous conception by the Holy 

Spirit and His virgin birth. He who is true God 

became true man united in one Person forever. 

He died on the cross a sacrifice for our sins 

according to the Scriptures. On the third day He 

arose bodily from the dead, ascended into 

heaven, where, at the right hand of the Majesty on 

High, He now is our High Priest and Mediator. 

3. The Holy Spirit has come to glorify Christ and to 

apply the saving work of Christ to our hearts. He 

convicts us of sin and draws us to the Savior. 

Indwelling our hearts, He gives new life to us, 

empowers and imparts gifts to us for service. He 

instructs and guides us into all truth, and seals us 

for the day of redemption.
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THOUGHTS ON CHURCH MEMBERSHIP (CONTINUED)

4. Being estranged from God and condemned by 

our sinfulness, our salvation is wholly dependent 

upon the work of God’s free grace. God credits 

His righteousness to those who put their faith in 

Christ alone for their salvation, thereby justifies 

them in His sight. Only such as are born of the 

Holy Spirit and receive Jesus Christ become 

children of God and heirs of eternal life. 

5. The true Church is composed of all persons 

who through saving faith in Jesus Christ and the 

sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit are united 

together in the body of Christ. The Church finds 

her visible, yet imperfect, expression in local 

congregations where the Word of God is 

preached in its purity and the sacraments are 

administered in their integrity; where scriptural 

discipline is practiced, and where loving 

fellowship is maintained. For her perfecting, she 

awaits the return of her Lord. 

6. Jesus Christ will come again to the earth—

personally, visibly, and bodily—to judge the living 

and the dead, and to consummate history and the 

eternal plan of God. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 

(Revelation 22:20). 

7. The Lord Jesus Christ commands all believers 

to proclaim the Gospel throughout the world and 

to make disciples of all nations. Obedience to the 

Great Commission requires total commitment to 

“Him who loved us and gave Himself for us.” He 

calls us to a life of self-denying love and service. 

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them” 

(Ephesians 2:10). 

Notice the things that are not on this list, which 

are likely areas that we may differ in our 

understanding of the Bible. [the role of men and 

women in the church, the church choir, 

contemporary or traditional music, infant baptism, 

the frequency of the communion service, the 

specific mercy ministries we should participate in 

and on and on etc.]  If you believe in what is listed 

in these 7 essentials of evangelical faith, then you  

can rest assured the other parts of Biblical 

teaching will be held as points to challenge and 

grow one another in our understanding of God; 

not to be divided but to be unified as Christ 

desires of His people.  

I am Uneasy about Submitting Myself to a Group 

of Elders in a Local Church. Who are these 

people? The point here is that without covenant 

membership, who is it that the NT is referring to 

who must submit to a specific group of leaders? 

And who are those leaders? No one would argue 

that a believer is required to submit to the 

authority of just anyone who chooses to designate 

himself an Elder or Pastor. Some kind of 

expressed willingness or covenant or agreement 

or commitment (that is, membership) has to 

precede a person’s submission to a specified 

group of leaders who themselves are committed 

to providing spiritual direction to those who have 

acknowledged their authority. In this regard, see 1 

Thessalonians 5:12-13; 1 Timothy 5:17; Hebrews 

13:17; 

Some basic concept of covenant membership is 

implied in the way the NT requires Elders to care 

for the flock in their charge. Of course, Elders can 

extend their love to anyone and everyone, and 

should, within the limits of their ability. But the 

question is whether the Bible tells Elders that they 

are to have a special responsibility and care for a 

certain group, a group of members. Consider 

Acts 20:28 where Paul tells the Elders how to care 

for their flock: “Pay careful attention to yourselves 

and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers, to care for the church of 

God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 

20:28). This verse does not say Elders cannot visit 

unbelievers or those who are not yet members. 

But it does make clear that their first responsibility 

is to a particular flock. How are they to know who 

their flock is? Who are the Elders and Pastors 

responsible for? For whom will they give an 

account to God? The way Peter speaks to the 

Elders in 1 Peter 5 is even clearer on this point: 

“Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, 

exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but  
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THOUGHTS ON CHURCH MEMBERSHIP (CONTINUED)

willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful 

gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in 

your charge, but being examples to the flock” (1 

Peter 5:2-3). “Those in your charge” (your portion, 

your lot) implies that the Elders knew those for 

whom they were responsible. This is just another 

way of talking about membership. If a person 

does not want to be held accountable by a group 

of Elders or be the special focus of the care of a 

group of Elders, they will resist the idea of 

membership. And they will resist God’s appointed 

way for them to live and be sustained in their faith. 

You see, there is a reciprocal relationship of love 

and commitment from the leadership (shepherds) 

of God’s people and those who are members of 

the church (God’s precious blood bought lambs; 

the sheep).  

What About Church Discipline? 

Church membership is necessarily implied by the 

teaching in the NT on church discipline. In 

Matthew 18:15-17 Jesus declares: “If your brother 

sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 

you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 

gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take 

one or two others along with you, that every 

charge may be established by the evidence of two 

or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, 

tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen 

even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile 

and a tax collector” (Matt. 18:15-17). If there is no 

church membership, how can you define the 

group that will take up this sensitive and weighty 

matter of exhorting the unrepentant person and 

finally rendering a judgment about his standing in 

the community? It’s hard to believe that just 

anyone who showed up claiming to be a Christian 

could be a part of that gathering. Surely, “the 

church” must be a definable group to handle such 

a weighty matter. You know who you mean when 

you “tell it to the church.” Apart from certain 

criteria or qualifications that enable you to know 

who is the “church” and who isn’t, there is simply 

no way to obey this command. The final step in 

this process of discipline is treating the 

unrepentant person “as a Gentile and a tax  

collector.” Clearly, again, this makes sense only on 

the assumption that criteria exist by which one can 

know who or what constitutes the “church” from 

which this unrepentant person is now being 

excluded. 

Further Biblical Evidence that Belonging to a 

Local Church was expected and continues to be 

the expectation of Christ to all those who claim to 

follow Him… 

A. Early Church Council at Jerusalem 

In Acts 15:22 we read the following: “Then it 

seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with 

the whole church, to choose men from among 

them and send them to Antioch with Paul and 

Barnabas” (Acts 15:22). A decision needed to be 

made concerning those who would be entrusted 

with a letter summing up the conclusions of the 

Jerusalem Council. The decision was made not 

only by the apostles and the elders but in 

conjunction with “the whole church.” Who 

constituted the “whole church”? How was it known 

that one either was or was not part of the “church” 

in Jerusalem? How was it determined who had a 

right to speak into this matter? Would anyone 

who happened to be present at the meeting be 

given a voice? I find it highly unlikely that any 

person, regardless of belief, behavior, or 

involvement in the life of the body could simply 

assert himself into this affair. It is difficult to 

escape the conclusion that certain criteria or 

standards were in place that served to set apart 

those believers who were authorized to join with 

the apostles and elders in making this decision. 

B. Paul Addresses the Household of Faith 

Consider Paul’s exhortation in Galatians 6:10 – “So 

then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 

everyone, and especially to those who are of the 

household of faith.” As Christians, we are 

responsible to display the love of Christ to 

“everyone,” i.e., to all people regardless of their 

spiritual convictions. But we have a unique 

responsibility “to those who are of the household
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THOUGHTS ON CHURCH MEMBERSHIP (CONTINUED)

of faith.” The local church is here portrayed as a 

family, spiritual “brothers” and “sisters” whose 

presence in the house and identity as members of 

that family are obvious. We don’t know what the 

criteria were that identified one as a family 

member and thus the object of this particular 

display of “good,” but there had to have been 

some means by which the household of faith was 

differentiated from “everyone” else. This is what is 

meant by “covenant membership” in the family of 

God’s children. 

C. The NT Church Gathered as ‘the whole church’ 

In 1 Corinthians 14:23, Paul describes a situation 

in which “the whole church comes together.” How 

would the leaders know if the “whole church” was 

there if no formal covenant relationship was 

established? The fact that Paul envisioned a group 

that could be identified and defined as everyone 

who belonged to that local body necessarily 

assumes that some means or mechanism had to 

be in place by which such people could be 

known. I think that means or mechanism or 

whatever other word you find appropriate is what 

I am calling “covenant membership.” 

D. The Church as a Flock, Body, or Building 

Covenant membership is implied in the metaphor 

of the “body” in 1 Corinthians 12:12-13. The 

original meaning of the word “member” is 

member of a body, like hand and foot and eye 

and ear. That’s the imagery behind the word 

“member” in the text (vv. 12, 14, 18, 19, 20, 23, 25, 

26, 27). Verse 12: “Just as the body is one and has 

many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” 

So the question this imagery raises for the local 

church that Paul is describing in 1 Corinthians 12 

is: Who intends to be treated as a hand or foot or 

eye or ear of this body? There is a unity and 

organic relationship implied in the imagery of the 

body. There is something unnatural about a 

Christian attaching himself to a body of believers 

and not being a member of the body. Neither 

Paul nor any other biblical author ever describes a  

Christian as one who functions or exists in 

isolation from the whole. In addition to the 

metaphor of the “body” the New Testament 

speaks of the church as a “flock” (Acts 20:28) and 

a “building” (1 Peter 2:5). In each of these 

metaphors, there is an obvious relationship 

between the individual and the congregation as a 

whole. The individual Christian is a member of the 

body and a sheep in the flock. The individual 

believer is, in Peter’s words, "a living stone" in the 

spiritual house. Each of these word pictures, so 

vital to our understanding of the church, demand 

more than a casual commitment from the 

individual. There are no informally connected 

stones in a building. They are cemented together 

unambiguously. Sheep do not hop from flock to 

flock; rather, the shepherd knows exactly how 

many sheep he has in his care. Body parts do not 

relate to each other informally; they are intricately 

connected to each other and are mutually 

dependent. Surely, we best reflect these 

metaphors when we formally tie ourselves to a 

local congregation. 

Why Covenant Membership? 

So, why covenant membership? It isn’t because 

we want to be like some other church, or even 

because we want to be unlike someone else. It is 

because we want to be biblical. It is because this 

world wants to sell you a bill of goods and to 

shape you in its image. The world wants to 

convince you that: You should maintain your 

independence and autonomy. Spiritual authority, 

or any kind of authority for that matter, is evil. You 

should float around, but never settle down. And if 

you don’t like what is being offered in your 

church, there are at least a dozen more down the 

road that will surely have what you’re looking for.  

Why covenant membership? So that when your 

life starts to fall apart (however or whenever that 

may happen) you can rest assured that others who 

have pledged and promised themselves to you 

will be there, to love and support you, to pray for 

you, to instruct you, to walk with you through the 

worst of times.  



        PAGE 12 
 

THOUGHTS ON CHURCH MEMBERSHIP (CONTINUED)

Why covenant membership? So that in the face of rampant relativism and postmodern mush that says truth 

is whatever each individual wants it to be you can stand arm-in-arm with brothers and sisters in Christ and 

say: “This, the Word of God, is truth. We are united by covenant in our commitment to what it says. And 

we’re willing to go to the ends of the earth together to make it known, and if necessary to die for it." 

 

PERSONS UPDATE 

 

 

Dear Friends at First Pres, we now are thrilled to have a home in a northern suburban area of Chicago not 

far from family. Our address is 4432 S Seminole Dr, Glenview, IL 60026. Our email address remains the 

same: jnperson@gmail.com. After a housing search that wrapped up in June, July has been filled with joy as 

we celebrated the wedding of Robbie and our new daughter-in-law Jenny two weeks after moving. God has 

truly blessed us with a lovely home, delightful churches in which to worship and serve, and frequent visits 

from our family. Our prayers continue to be with you as we miss you very much.  It would be great to hear 

from you. Pastor John and Nancy 

 

VBS ROCKY RAILWAY 
Thank you to everyone who helped make VBS possible! Everyone did a wonderful job; we couldn’t have 

pulled it off without our volunteer’s help! A special thank you to Amanda Hines for being Paige’s right hand 

before and during VBS. And also, to Sienna Gilman, & Amanda’s daughters, Maleah & Mylee who were here 

helping most days! And last, but certainly not least, thank you Paige! Your tireless efforts to prepare and 

execute VBS did not go unnoticed! We can never thank you enough for taking on the tremendous privilege 

of sharing Jesus with the children of our community in such a fun and creative learning environment! We 

would be absolutely lost without you, and we can’t wait to have you back in the office on September 13th!  

OUR 2021 VBS VOLUNTEERS 
Ginny Bertram 

Molly Mumaw 

Kristen Leistner 

Karen Henninger 

Becky Luce 

Louann Haviza 

Susie Leland 

Jane Tester 

Bre van der Walt 

Margaret Hayes 

Jocelyn Sheldon 

Sienna Gilman 

Shane Gilman 

Graham Milligan 

Rebecca Detling 

Natalie Milligan 

Diane Amick 

Jessalin Wieser 

Jayden Mumaw 

Jillian Mumaw 

Jocelyn Mumaw 

Callee Moore 

Marnelise van der Walt 

Suzi Fischer  

Didi Howell 

Patti Jetter 

Beth Vehre 

Don Lockhart 

Pete Haviza 

Brandon Ervin 

Jared Ervin 

Terri Fryman 

Annie Hayes 

Jenna Gilman 

John Vehre 

Randy Tester 

Kelsey Ervin 

Maleah Hines 

Mylee Hines 

Kenszie Glass 

Gabe Thomas 

Kale Conway 

Aly Hamilton 

Andy Gilman 

 

mailto:jnperson@gmail.com
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VBS ROCKY RAILWAY 

ENJOY THESE PHOTOS FROM OUR VBS OUTREACH AUGUST 2 N D-5T H!  THANK YOU 
AGAIN TO EVERYONE WHO ATTENDED AND WAS A PART OF MAKING IT HAPPEN!  
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 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

114 EAST FOURTH STREET 

GREENVILLE, OH 45331 

 

PHONE: (937)548-3188 

FAX: (937)548-0152 

EMAIL: INFO@GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

      

                

 

 

 
 
 
 

LIVE THE 

Story of Redemption 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

      COME           GROW     BECOME 


