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A NEWSLETTER FOR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

 

 
OCTOBER / 2021 / ISSUE 9  

   

OUR HISTORY & HERITAGE 

(VOL. 8) 

CELEBRATING REFORMATION SUNDAY 

By Pastor Andrew Gilman  

Presbyterians celebrate the tradition that grounds their faith on 
Reformation Sunday. It is always the last Sunday in October, 
marking the occasion in 1517 when Martin Luther posted his 95 
theses on the church door in Wittenberg, Germany. 

Up until 1521 it was relatively safe to show an interest in the writings 
and teachings of Martin Luther. Because of the confused political 
and religious situation of the time, Luther was called before the 
political authorities rather than before the pope or a council of the 
Roman Catholic Church.  

(Continued on page 8) of magnificent conversions and (continued 
pg. 8) 

 KEY DATES  

 

OCTOBER 10TH 

DEACON SOUP & SALAD 

OCTOBER 31S T  

PASTOR APPRECIATION 

NOVEMBER 5T H/6T H  

PRAYER VIGIL 

NOVEMBER 6T H  

HYMN SING 

NOVEMBER 7T H  

CONSECRATION SUNDAY 
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DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 

THE WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM  

 

Q. 17. How did God create human beings? 

A. After he had made all the other creatures, God 
created humans, male and female.1 He formed the body 
of man from the dust of the ground2 and the woman 
from the rib of the man.3 He endowed them with living, 
reasoning, and immortal souls,4 made in his own image5 
with knowledge,6 righteousness, and holiness.7 God 
wrote his law on their hearts8 and gave them the ability 
to obey it.9 Along with dominion over the other 
creatures,10 they also had the potential to fall.11 

1. Gn 1.27.  

2. Gn 2.7.  

3. Gn 2.22.  

4. Gn 2.7, Jb 35.11, Mt 10.28, and Lk 23.43.  

5. Gn 1.27.  

6. Col 3.10, Gn 2.19-20.  

7. Eph 4.24.  

8. Rom 2.14-15.  

9. Eccl 7.29.  

10. Gn 1.28.  

11. Gn 2.16-17, 3.6, Eccl 7.29.  

 READING PLAN 

WEEK 39 | OCTOBER 1 

 Jer 8-10; 2 Cor 11 

WEEK 40 | OCTOBER 4-8  

 Jer 11-13; 2 Cor 12 

 Jer 14-16; Psalm 76; 2 Cor 13 

 Jer 17-20; James 1 

 Jer 22, 23, 26; Psalm 77; James 2 

 Jer 25, 35, 36, 45; Ps 133; James 3 

WEEK 41 | OCTOBER 11-15 

 Jer 27, 28, 29, 24; James 4 

 Jer 37, 21, 34; Psalm 79; James 5 

 Jer 30-33; 1 Peter 1 

 Jer 38, 39, 52; 1 Pet 2 

 2 Kin 24-25; 2 Chr 36; Ps 126; 1 Pt 3 

WEEK 42 | OCTOBER 18-22 

 Lamentations; Psalm 137; 1 Peter 4 

 Obadiah; Jer 40-42; Ps 147; 1 Pet 5 

 Jeremiah 43, 44, 46; 2 Peter 1 

 Jer 47, 48, 49; Psalm 80; 2 Peter 2 

 Jer 50-51; 2 Peter 3 

WEEK 43 | OCTOBER 25-29 

 Ezekiel 1-3; John 1 

 Ezek 4-6; Psalm 82; John 2 

 Ezek 7-9; John 3 

 Ezek 10-12; Psalm 83; John 4 

 Ezek 13-15; Psalm 136; John 5 

YOUR 

MONTHLY 

MEMORY 

VERSE 

JONAH 2:2 

“I  called out to the Lord, out of my distress, and he 
answered me; out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you 
heard my voice.”  
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BIRTHDAYS 

 

10/01 Kurt Smith, Christopher Jetter 

10/02 Jocelyn Sheldon 

10/03 Richard Nord, Kim Cromwell 

10/04 Thom Spurlock 

10/07 John Person 

10/10 Dick Brown 

10/11 Inara Howell 

10/14 Jonathan Howell 

10/20 LaJeanne Riegle, Adam Cornell 

10/21 Rebecca Detling, Graham Milligan, Betsy Reiber 

10/26 Gina Fryman 

10/29 Hazel Blanchard 

10/30 Paige Ervin 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

10/14    Brandon & Kelsey Ervin 

10/22 Dick & Fran Nord 

10/30 Barry & Kelly Hounshell 

 

EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUP & SALAD TO-GO 

DATE:    Sunday, October 10th     

TIME:     11:30am-Noon 

PLACE:  Social Hall                                                     

DETAILS: Help us raise money for the 

Deacons to support their ministry 

work in our community. Their annual 

Soup & Salad is to-go again. Orders 

can be placed online at 

greenvillepres.org or in your bulletin 

on Sunday morning. Orders are due 

by October 3rd and should be picked 

up after worship on the 10th. All 

orders will come with bread and 

donations will be accepted by the 

Deacons upon pick-up.  
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DIRECTOR 

OF MINISTRY 

OPERATIONS 

UPDATE 

By Paige Ervin 

REVITALIZATION DINNERS ROUND TWO 

Andrew, Didi and I are in the initial stages of prepping for our next year of 

revitalization dinners with young families. We are currently looking to hold 

our first dinner next year in January 2022. We have a list of families and 

young couples who we intend to reach out to and invite to these dinners. 

Please be praying for us and the families we are reaching out to. In the end, 

our hope is that the gospel is heard and God is glorified through it all. 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

UPDATED FAMILY INFORMATION 

We are looking to have a printed directory available 
for you all by the end of the year. To do that, we need 
your most up-to-date contact info. Please fill out the 
form online or blank forms can be picked up in the 
narthex and returned to the office. 

FPC GREENVILLE BICENTENNIAL  

We have custom blankets and bags for you to 
celebrate this special milestone. They are available 
for pick-up in the narthex on Sunday morning or 
email us in the office to set one aside for your family. 

PASTOR APPRECIATION 

We will celebrate Pastor Appreciation on Sun., Oct. 
31. Donations to be put toward a special gift for 
Pastor Andy will be accepted through Fri., Oct. 29, 
and we encourage you to send notes to Pastor Andy 
all month long. Specially marked envelopes are 
available in the narthex and donations can be mailed 
to the church, left in collection boxes on Sunday, or 
brought to the church office.  

OFFICE HOURS 

The office is open Monday—Friday 10:00am- 2:00pm. 

We may be out of the office from 12:00pm-1:00pm 

for lunch. It is always best to call us first if you are 

unsure when someone will be in. Thank you! 

THIRD ANNUAL HYMN SING 

Join us in the Sanctuary as we conclude our Prayer 

Vigil on Saturday, November 6th at 6:00pm. We will 

sing praises to our God, hear from congregants 

about hymns that are special to them and sing the 

requested hymns of the congregation. Light 

refreshments will be available in the social hall 

following worship. 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

PRAYER VIGIL 

Sign-ups for the 2021 Prayer Vigil will be available 

soon. The first time slot for Friday, November 5th is 

10:00am. The last time slot will begin at 9:00pm. The 

first time slot for Saturday, November 6th will begin at 

8:00am. The last time slot will be 5:00pm. Please 

make space in your calendars that you may serve the 

church in prayer during this weekend. 

CARING CARDS 

All October we are showering Dick & Fran Nord with 

caring cards. Their anniversary is on the 22nd. 

Recently, Fran has undergone multiple surgeries, 

they lost their daughter to cancer, and their son is 

battling cancer. You can leave cards in the mail-out 

bin on the “Caring Cards” board in the narthex or 

mail it directly to them at: 6309 Thomas Jeffrey Ln 

New Albany, OH 43054. 

HOSPITALITY 

If you are interested in greeting or hosting coffee 

hour, email us in the church office and we will pass 

the word along to our Deacons. 
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PRAYER 
ARE YOU RECEIVING PRAYER CHAIN UPDATES? 

SEND US AN EMAIL TO GET ADDED TODAY! 

_____________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

VAN DER WALT—Hugo and Bre have now arrived in 

Malawi safely and will begin mission work shortly. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Last month we lost three longtime members of our church. 

We want to remember them and pray over their families as 

they mourn the loss. 

LINDA REHMERT—  Linda passed away on September 

8th. She was 76 years old. Please continue to lift Glenn, Dan, 

Mindy, Meg, Kate, and the rest of the Rehmert family as they 

mourn the loss of such a sweet soul. 

JOAN CLARK—  Joan passed away on September 12th. 

She was 94 years old. Please pray for her daughter Sandy Amt 

and granddaughter, Erica Amt. 

BETTY LIVINGSTON—  Betty passed away on 

September 26th. She was 88 years old. We encourage you to 

send cards to her surviving nephew Todd Lecklider at: 150 

South B St. Apt. 508 Hamilton, OH 45013. 

 

 

 

 FPC LIFE (CONT. PG. 9)  

COMMUNION 

Maleah Hines placed her faith in 

Christ as her Lord and Savior and 

shared that faith with the elders 

allowing her to take part in her first 

communion last month. Congrats! 

BAPTISMS  

This past month, Jared and Paige 
Ervin baptized their son, Randall Ervin. 
Jared Ervin and Brandon Ervin were 
also baptized upon their professions 
of faith. Congratulations! 

NEW MEMBERS 

Congratulations to Rebecca Detling, 
Brandon Ervin, Jared Ervin, and 
Graham Milligan for taking vows in 
front of the congregation and 
becoming our newest members! 

NEW BABY GIRL 

Kraig and Betsy (Brown) Reiber 

welcomed a baby girl on August 22, 

2021. Her name is Kaiya Maeve. Her 

sister Brynn Elise is now 2 years old. 

Dick Brown is one proud and busy 

grandpa! 

 

* If you have any life updates you want share, 

please email us with “FPC Life” as the subject 

and we will get the news to the congregation 

in next month’s newsletter! * 

FPC KIDS 

SPECIAL 

Cora Ervin 

Look to hear from another 

one of our FPC Kids next 

month! 

BIG CHANGES FOR A LITTLE GIRL 

Cora was promoted to “Big Sister” this summer and she has stepped into that 

role with such grace! She loves giving Randall hugs and kisses. She steals his 

pacifiers and tries to feed him bottles. She loves her brother. Cora recently 

started attending DeColores Montessori this fall too. She is obsessed with her 

lunchbox she takes every day and has been adjusting well to the earlier 

mornings and shorter naps.   
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First Presbyterian Church of Greenville Ohio 
Minutes of the Session of 

August 12, 2021 
 

I. Opening 
 A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 
       The August 2021 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of   
  Greenville was called to order on August 12, 2021 at 7 PM  by Pastor Andrew   
  Gilman. Pastor Gilman opening the meeting with prayer. 

Members Present :  Don Stevenson, Pam Bowman, Peter Haviza, Helen Miller  George Luce, 
Don Lockhart and Randy Tester (7)    

Members Absent : Wes Jetter  
Guest : None 

Approval of Docket A motion was made to approve the docket adding Nominating committee 
 items.  Motion was made by Helen Miller and seconded by Randy Tester.  The motion 
 passed 7-0. 
Approval of Minutes  Don Stevenson motioned to approve the July minutes   seconded by 
 Peter Haviza.   The motion passed 7-0. 

 

 FYI Items  
 -David Brown will be in town for an October 2021 meeting. 

-A Midwest Presbytery meeting will be taking place in West Lafayette from Sept. 17-18,  2021.  
John Vehre was commissioned to attend the meeting along with Pastor Gilman.   Vehre's 
commission was approved by a vote of 7-0. 
-A revitalization commission meeting took place on August 12, 2021.  Discussion was  held 
regarding possible costs to undertake Phase 1 of the Revitalization Project. 

  
Communion A vote was taken on communion procedures at tonight's meeting.  New 
communion procedures will be in place for the next communion that will take place on  Sept. 
5, 2021.  New procedures discussed included returning to individual plastic cups,  the 
use of juice in these cups rather than wine, new crackers and congregation again coming up to 
the stage to receive communion.  These procedures were approved on  a vote on 7-0. 

 

 Finance Committee (Don Stevenson) 
Don reported that July contributions were up but three individuals offered their entire annual 
contribution in July.  Overall, $18,256 was given in July with the YTD total  reaching 
$85,001.61.  Don also reported that Loudy has billed for 6 months of copier  maintenance 
costs.  Additionally, he reported that the budget is $8,000 ahead although  part of this is 
amount is affected negatively by $6,820 if revitalization expenses are  considered.  He also 
mentioned $8,632.85 for Garman (Our architect) is on the  horizon.  Don also mentioned 
small bills from DOSS related to email account  adjustments and Davis for an entrance door.  
Randy Tester motioned to accept this  report and it was seconded by Pam Bowman.  The 
motion passed 7-0. 
Financing for another round of revitalization recruitment dinners and activities was also 
discussed at this point.  A proposal was made by Randy Tester to ask for $5,000  from the 
Presbytery.  $3,000 would be used for a new round of dinner activities, with additional funds 
being matched from the congregation.  $2,000 of the $5,000 would be directed toward the 
building project.  This motion was seconded by Pam Bowman and  passed 7-0.  

 
 Personnel Committee (Pam Bowman) 
 Pam reported that a Zoom meeting took place related to personnel matters on July 22,  2021. 
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 Building Committee  
 The magnetic entrance door that has been causing so many repair issues in the past  was 

again discussed tonight.  After some discussion a motion was made by Peter  Haviza and 
seconded by Pam Bowman to disable this door and return to a  conventional key and lock 
system.  The motion passed 7-0. 

 

 Nominating Committee (Peter Haviza) 
 Peter Haviza made a motion to go into executive session to discuss possible Session  and 

Deacon candidates for 2022.  George Luce seconded the motion and it passed 7- 0.  
After a few minutes of discussion Peter Haviza again motioned to leave executive session 
second again by George Luce and passing 7-0. 

 

 Education Committee (Randy Tester) 
 A motion was made to allow Maleah Hines to take communion with her parents after  being 

interviewed for her profession of faith by the end of August.  This motion was  made by 
George Luce and seconded by Peter Haviza.  The motion passed 7-0. 

 

 Pastor's Report (Andy Gilman – written submission) 
 Andy also submitted a  written report of other activities he was involved in during  the month of 

July.  He verbally reported  on the following items : 
 - Worship Services -Staff Meeting plus written addendum -Sick visits -Web site updates 

-August 14 2021 revitalization dinner will be last dinner of first series. -Session and pastor one 
on one meetings. -Vacation Bible School -93 attended Celebration Sunday following VBS. 

 Pam Bowman motioned to accept this report, which was seconded by George Luce  and 
 passed 7-0. 
 

Andy also requested a substitute pastor to cover family trips taking place around the Sundays 
of November 14, 2021 and January 2nd 2022.  Helen Miller motioned to  accept this request 
seconded by George Luce.  The motion passed 7-0. 

 
 A written Deacon's Report was submitted.  Helen Miller motioned to accept the report, 
 seconded by Pam Bowman.  The motion passed 7-0. 
 III. Closing 
 A closing prayer was made by Don Stevenson. 
 

 Peter Haviza then motioned to adjourn, which was seconded by Don Lockhart,  passing 7-0.  
 
  John Vehre     Andy Gilman 

 

  

OFFICER & STAFF MEETINGS FOR THIS MONTH  

DEACONS MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2021   7:00PM 

SESSION THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2021 7:00PM 

STAFF WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2021 12:15PM 
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OUR HISTORY & HERITAGE (CONTINUED)

In June 1520 Pope Leo X condemned 41 of 

Luther’s Ninety-five Theses, but he also gave 

Luther time to recant. In response, Luther publicly 

burned the papal bull and refused to renounce 

his propositions. He was excommunicated from 

the Roman Catholic Church on January 3, 1521. 

While the emperor should then have arrested and 

executed Luther, the intervention of Luther’s 

prince, Elector Frederick III the Wise of Saxony, 

led to the decision that he would appear for a 

hearing at the Diet under the emperor’s safe-

conduct. 

On April 17, 1521, Luther went before the Diet. In 

response to questioning, he admitted that the 

books displayed before the court were his, but, 

when asked to repudiate them, he requested time 

to consider the question. The next day, again 

before the assembled Diet, Luther refused to 

repudiate his works unless convinced of error by 

Scripture or by reason. Otherwise, he stated, his 

conscience was bound by the Word of God. 

According to tradition, he said, “Here I stand; I can 

do no other.” Disorder broke out at the 

conclusion of Luther’s refusal to recant, and the 

emperor dismissed the Diet for the day. Then, the 

Edict of Worms officially declared him a heretic.  

While most people know today as Halloween, for 

millions of Christians October 31, 2021 is also the 

504th anniversary of Reformation Day. Here are 

five interesting facts to help us as we approach 

this important Protestant holiday this year.  

1. Reformation Day celebrates Martin Luther 

nailing his ninety-five theses to the church door in 

Wittenberg, Germany on October 31, 1517.  

(Some scholars debate whether he posted them 

to the door then, later in November, or whether 

he even posted them at all.) By posting them to 

the church door—which was similar to a public 

bulletin board—Luther intended to start a debate 

among his fellow academics. 

2. While the historical date for the observance of 

Reformation is October 31st, most churches  

celebrate it on the last Sunday in October. The 

only countries in which Reformation Day is a 

national holiday are Chile and Slovenia. (Though 

in Chile it’s called Día Nacional de las Iglesias 

Evangélicas y Protestantes—National Day of the 

Evangelical and Protestant Churches.) 

3. On the first “Reformation Day”, when he posted 

the ninety-five theses, Luther was not yet a 

“Protestant.” (He would later say that at the time 

he was a committed Catholic who would have 

murdered—or at least been willing to see murder 

committed—in the name of the Pope.) 

4. The theses that sparked the Reformation were 

not particularly radical, and key Lutheran (and 

Presbyterian) doctrines, such as justification by 

grace through faith alone, were not included. The 

theses were mainly about the selling of 

indulgences, which the Catholic Church defines 

as “a remission before God of the temporal 

punishment due to sins whose guilt has already 

been forgiven, which the faithful Christian who is 

duly disposed gains under certain prescribed 

conditions through the action of the Church 

which, as the minister of redemption, dispenses 

and applies with authority the treasury of the 

satisfactions of Christ and the saints.” At the time, 

believers could pay for an indulgence to reduce 

the punishment of someone believed to be in 

Purgatory. 

5. On this same day, Luther sent a letter to the 

Archbishop of Mainz, under whom, as it says in 

the letter, “Papal indulgences for the building of 

St. Peter’s are circulating under your most 

distinguished name.” Soon after this letter was 

sent, the theses were circulating among the 

intellectual elite. Although the rapid spread of the 

ideas that launched the Protestant Reformation 

are often attributed to the printing press (which 

had been around for more than 60 years), some 

scholars now say the document went “viral” 

because of the “wider system of media sharing 

along social networks—what is called ‘social 

media’ today.  
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You may be asking what the link between 

Presbyterians and Lutherans might be, that we 

would celebrate Reformation Sunday and the 

events of Martin Luther’s life.  

Presbyterianism in a wide sense is the system of 

church government by representative assemblies 

called presbyteries, in opposition to government 

by bishops (episcopal system), or by 

congregations (congregationalism). In its strict 

sense, Presbyterianism is the name given to one 

of the groups of ecclesiastical bodies that 

represent the features of Protestantism 

emphasized by French lawyer John Calvin (1509-

1564), whose writings crystallized much of the 

Reformed thinking that came before him (circa 

Luther and Zwingly).  

The most important standards of Presbyterianism 

are the Westminster Confession of Faith and 

Catechisms of 1647. The chief distinctive features 

set forth in the Westminster declarations of belief 

are Presbyterian Church government, Calvinistic 

theology, and the absence of prescribed forms of 

worship. Presbyterians trace their history to the 

16th century and the Protestant Reformation, 

which the 95 Theses and the Diet of Worms were 

critical in bringing about.  

So with this in mind let’s enjoy the ongoing 

relevance of God’s providence to bring about this 

wonderful Reformation of our Church through the 

One True Gospel of Jesus Christ.

FPC LIFE (CONTINUED) 
NOTE OF APPRECIATION 

Dear Church Ladies, Thank all of you that came to my 90th birthday celebration. Thanks for all the cards that 
I received. I greatly appreciate my church family. Love and God Bless, Phyllis Trittschuh 

SEPTEMBER SNAPSHOTS 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



        PAGE 10 
 

 

 

 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

114 EAST FOURTH STREET 

GREENVILLE, OH 45331 

 

PHONE: (937)548-3188 

FAX: (937)548-0152 

EMAIL: INFO@GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

      

                

 

 

 
 
 
 

LIVE THE 

Story of Redemption 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

      COME           GROW     BECOME 


