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INWARD & OUTWARD RENEWAL 

BY PASTOR ANDREW GILMAN  

Last fall, (a little over one year ago) we celebrated 200 years as a 

church congregation. Our church is at a crossroads in its long 200-

year history. We live in the midst of tremendous cultural turmoil as 

churches across America feel the decline of church involvement and 

faith investment. It will be more important than ever for those who 

are carrying on the work of the gospel as followers of Jesus, to be 

aware and eager to participate in this work for the sake of the 

generations to follow. In order to further this work of God in the 

world, we must be Christians who are experiencing the new life of 

the gospel in our own lives. In other words, we need a renewal of our 

lives both inwardly and outwardly. (Continued on page 9) 

 KEY DATES  

 

OCTOBER 1 

Consecration Sunday 

OCTOBER 7 

First BFB Revitalization Dinner 

OCTOBER 8 

Communion 

OCTOBER 21 

Fall Retreat at Final Bow 

OCTOBER 22 

Youth FISH Trick or Treat 
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DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 
THE WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Q. 60. Can those who have never heard the 
gospel and so neither know Jesus Christ nor 
believe in him be saved by living according to 
their own natural understanding? 
 

A. Those who have never heard the gospel1 and do 
not know Jesus Christ2 nor believe in him cannot be 
saved3 no matter how hard they try to live a moral 
life according to their own natural understanding4 or 
try to obey the rules of some other religion.5 
Salvation comes from no other than Christ alone,6 
who is the savior only of his body, the church.7 
 

1. Rom 10.14.  

2. 2 Thes 1.8-9, Eph 2.12, Jn 1.10-12.  

3. Jn 8.24, Mk 16.16, Acts 4.12, Rom 1.18-32.  

4. 1 Cor 1.20-24, Rom 1.18-32, 3.9-19.  

5. Jn 4.22, Rom 9.31-32, Phil 3.4-10.  

6. Acts 4.12.  

7. Eph 5.23, Jn 6.39,44, 17.9.    

     

 READING PLAN 
 

WEEK 1 |  OCTOBER 2-6 

 Luke 18 

 Luke 19 

 Luke 20 

 Luke 21 

 Luke 22 

WEEK 2 |  OCTOBER 9-13  

 Luke 23 

 Luke 24 

 Matthew 1 

 Matthew 2 

 Matthew 3 

WEEK 3 |  OCTOBER 16-20 

 Matthew 4 

 Matthew 5 

 Matthew 6 

 Matthew 7 

 Matthew 8 

WEEK 4 |  OCTOBER 23-27 

 Matthew 9 

 Matthew 10 

 Matthew 11 

 Matthew 12 

 Matthew 13 

WEEK 5 |  OCTOBER 30-31 

 Matthew 14 

 Matthew 15 

YOUR 

MONTHLY 

MEMORY 

VERSE 

I  SAMUEL 2:1-4 

Then Hannah prayed: “My heart rejoices in the Lord! The Lord has made me 
strong. Now I have an answer for my enemies; I rejoice because you 
rescued me. No one is holy like the Lord! There is no one besides you; 
there is no Rock like our God. “Stop acting so proud and haughty! Don’t 
speak with such arrogance! For the Lord is a God who knows what you have 
done; he will judge your actions. The bow of the mighty is now broken,    
and those who stumbled are now strong. (…)” 
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BIRTHDAYS 

10/01 Kurt Smith 

Christopher Jetter 

10/02 Jocelyn Sheldon 

10/03 Richard Nord 

Kim Cromwell 

Amanda Hines 

10/07 John Person 

10/10 Dick Brown 

10/11 Inara Howell 

10/14 Jonathan Howell 

10/20 LaJeanne Riegle 

10/21 Rebecca Detling 

Graham Milligan 

10/26 Gina Fryman 

10/29 Hazel Blanchard 

10/30 Paige Ervin 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

10/14    Brandon & Kelsey Ervin 

10/20 Kenny & Rebecka Turner 

10/22 Dick & Fran Nord 

10/30 Barry & Kelly Hounshell 

FALL RETREAT 

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21 
10AM-4PM 

Save the date for our annual retreat with 

Pastor Jeff Moore speaking. Jeff has served 

as the Senior Pastor at First Pres in Aurora, 

Illinois since January of 2007. When Jeff's 

not leading and preaching, he enjoys the 

outdoors with his bride of 20 years, 

Stephanie, watching his four children 

perform in athletics and arts, cheering for 

the Pittsburgh Steelers and Chicago Cubs, 

reading biographies, and fly-fishing. 

We will be at Final Bow (across the parking 

lot on Third Street) and have shortened the 

retreat down to make for a more enjoyable 

day for all. Register today (via the App or 

on Sunday morning) to take part in a great 

day of teaching you won’t want to miss. The 

cost is $10 per adult. Lunch is provided. 

Childcare is available on an as-needed 

basis. Please contact the office with any 

questions you may have. 



        PAGE 4 
 

CAST YOUR 

CARES 

CHALLENGE 

By Paige Ervin 

At fall kick-off we launched this challenge. The challenge is for you to submit a weekly, 

personal, prayer request via the app (or the offering boxes on Sunday morning) to 

Pastor Andrew so he can bring your requests before the Lord in prayer. We hope this 

challenge’s you to be more reflective about what God is doing in your life daily. 

Consider the following questions when thinking about what you might need prayer 

for…What has God been teaching you lately? What idols has God revealed to you? 

Don’t think you have any current idols? A good question to ask God is ‘What have I 

loved more than you this week?’ He’ll reveal the answer to you. It is crucial that we 

come alongside one another in our struggles and encourage one another in the faith. 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PASTOR APPRECIATION 

We will celebrate Pastor Appreciation on Sun., Oct. 

29. Donations to be put toward a special gift for 

Pastor Andrew will be accepted through Sunday, 

October 22, and we encourage you to send notes to 

Pastor Andrew all month long. Specially marked 

envelopes are available in the narthex. Donations can 

be given on the App, mailed-in, left in offering boxes 

on Sunday morning, or brought to the church office. 

YOUTH TRICK OR TREAT FOR FISH 

There is a slight change in schedule from what was 

published in the annual calendar. The youth will meet 

both the second and fourth Monday this month for 

youth group from 7-9pm, at the church. They will also 

go trick-or-treating for canned goods again this year 

for FISH Choice Food Pantry. That will take place in 

the evening on Sunday, October 22nd from 4-6pm. 

They will meet at the church. If they need help with a 

costume let Brandon or Kelsey Ervin know!  

NO DEACON SOUP AND SALAD 

Due to the renovations, the Deacons have opted not 

to do a fall fundraiser. We look forward to supporting 

their ministry more in the spring with the return of 

their Soup & Salad luncheon. (They will still receive 

the Christmas Eve offering, as usual, and we want to 

remind you that gifts/donations specifically for the 

Deacons are welcomed at any time.) 

COVER THE CHURCH 

In the parlor, this prayer group focuses on praying for 

FPC, its’ Sunday morning worship service and 

ministries.  You are invited to pray silently in the 

parlor or pray aloud as you feel led. They will meet 

every Sunday at 9:30am and pray until 9:45am, 

leaving plenty of time for socializing before church! 

GROW OPPORTUNITIES 

MEN’S ISI BREAKFAST  

The men will meet again on Saturday, October 7th at 

8:30am at the church in the parlor. Please contact 

Augie Roestamadji (906-523-4459) for more details. 

WOMEN’S STUDY  

The women will meet again on Saturday, October 

14th at 8:15am at the church in the parlor. If you 

purchased a book (not required), please read 

chapters 1 and 2 before the meeting. Contact Jan 

Roestamadji (937-692-6404) for more details. 

PASTOR’S STUDY  

Every Wednesday at 10:30am, Pastor Andrew will 

continue his study through II Kings. All are welcome 

to attend. Jocelyn Sheldon is hosting the study 

throughout the renovation. Study will resume Oct 11. 

SMALL GROUPS 

Sign-up to join a small group today. Each group 

chooses their own study. We have four options 

currently—with the potential for a fifth.  Contact Paige 

Ervin for more information at (937)524-1668. 
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PRAYER  

 Please continue to pray for the following updates from last month. 

Text “prayer” to 888-299-3941 to join the prayer chain. 

9/28/2023: Please be in prayer for Addie (Littlefield) Leis, Carol 
Funderburg’s granddaughter, as she has been diagnosed with an 
aggressive type of breast cancer and is currently in Arizona for 
treatment. Please lift the entire family in prayer, especially her 
husband and their young children.  

09/20/2023: Please pray for Phyllis Trittschuh. She is at Grandview 
hospital getting a pacemaker put in. (Update: She was sent to Rest 
Haven after having complications with her medication and did not 
have the procedure.) 

09/17/2023: Please be in prayer for Barb Lachat, Didi Howell's 
mother. Her fibromyalgia has come back, and she was just diagnosed 
with high grade dysplasia of the bowels (pre cancer).  

09/10/2023: Please pray for Dale Dickerson as he continues to 
recover from his stroke earlier this year. Please pray specifically for his 
body to heal completely.  

09/10/2023: Please be in prayer for Chastity Westfall, daughter of 
Kurt & Tina Smith, granddaughter of Karen Henninger. She has been 
diagnosed with stomach cancer. Your prayers for a full recovery are 
much appreciated. Please also be praying for the entire family, 
especially her children Isabel and Eli, during this trying season. It was 
only a couple years ago that Kurt was diagnosed with terminal cancer 
and God went to work and blessed him with a full recovery!  

Please continue to pray for the following individuals: Margaret 
Hayes, Jack & Gloria Horner, Russ & Phyllis Royer, Dick & Fran Nord, 
Betty Small and Sandra Brawley. 

 

 FPC LIFE (CONT. PG.  10) 
NEW BAPTISM  

Samuel Joseph Howell was baptized 

on Sunday, September 17th by his 

parents Mark and Didi Howell. Infant 

baptisms are always a great reminder 

of God’s promise to each of us—that 

when we place our faith in him one 

day, he will indeed save us!  

ILLUMINATION CONCERT  

Members of our youth group and 

some of our church family enjoyed an 

evening of Christian music at the 2023 

Illumination Festival on Saturday, 

September 16. Rend Collective 

headlined this year’s concert. See 

photos from the event on page 10. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

The Roestamadji small group 

celebrated two big birthdays for 

Marnelise and Becky this past month! 

See pictures from the day on page 10. 

HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES 

Senior Carson Henry just wrapped up 

his final year of Cross Country for the 

Wave. Junior Callee Moore competed 

again with the Lady Wave golf team 

this fall. Freshman Sienna Gilman 

competed in her first season with the 

Lady Wave Tennis team this year. 

Congratulations to all our athletes on 

a job well done. Photos of these 

students can be found on page 10. 

FPC KIDS 

SPECIAL 

By Inara Howell 

*Look to hear from 

another one of our FPC 

Kids next month!* 

I went to Marmon Valley Farm and rode 

horses on Sunday a couple weeks ago. We 

did some work on Saturday and cut wood, 

cleaned life jackets, and stuff. Friday night 

we had fun at a barn dance. There is a maze 

in the barn and other animals we could look 

at. And there’s a big pile of hay I jumped in. 

And on Sunday we had a hayride to 

breakfast & we had cowboy church.  
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First Presbyterian Church of Greenville Ohio 

Minutes of the Session of 

August 10, 2023 

 

I. Opening 

 

A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 

 

The August 2023 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Greenville was called to 

order on August 10, 2023, at First Presbyterian Church at 7 PM by Pastor Andrew Gilman. Pastor 

Gilman opening the meeting with prayer. 

 

Members Present:  Pam Bowman, Wes Jetter, Jan Roestamadji, Randy Tester, Peter Haviza (After 

7:35), Helen Miller and Craig Leland (7) 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Guests: Augie Roestamadji 

 

Approval of Agenda A motion was made to approve the docket. Jan Roestamadji made the motion 

seconded by Craig Leland and passing 6-0.   

 

Approval of Minutes Wes Jetter motioned to approve the July 2023 minutes. This motion was seconded 

by Pam Bowman.  The motion passed 6-0. 

 

II. Agenda Items 

 

Men’s Ministry  Augie Roestamadji reported on the monthly Men’s ministry taking place on Saturdays.  He 

submitted a written report, although some highlights included talking about books used on these Saturdays 

and trying to have subjects that run concurrently with sermons. An example being discussions in the book of 

Joshua that has been a recent sermon topic.  Augie also mentioned that during recent meetings, men have 

shared their favorite scripture verses. 

 

Financial Report Craig Leland presented the financial report for July 2023.  Highlights included mentioning 

that we have $86,164.51 in contributions as of July.  This is the highest amount since July of 2016.  Currently 

the checking account contains $86,779.  He pointed out negative fund balances in the youth ministry trip 

category as well as Scholarship Fund Raisers and Revitalization fund raiser for family dinners.  YTD budget 

because of various expenses is in the red by $1,600.    Other expenses that Craig mentioned included 

$3,317.41 for copier and related to that, Craig mentioned that per unit costs from Loudy’s have been bounced 

up somewhat.  There was a $578.00 overpayment to VBS, although ameliorating that somewhat was a 

$568.15 donation from Justin and Amanda Hines for T-Shirts.  Maintenance Manager category in the budget 

is ahead since the position is now vacant.  Also a few expenses are coming in lower than expected and hiring 

an independent contractor for the sidewalk repairs will save considerably over what the city of Greenville 

estimated.  After reporting these items and others, Craig motioned to accept the report, which was seconded 

by Wes Jetter and passed 7-0. (Peter Haviza has arrived by now) 

 

Mission Committee Wes Jetter reported on this month’s activities.  Session had in a previous meeting 

considered supporting Kayleigh Hill’s college ministry.  Wes has come back with a suggestion, and he 

motioned that our church give a $1,000 one-time donation to support her ministry.  This motion was 

seconded by Peter Haviza and passed by a margin of 7-0.  Wes also mentioned that Philip and Yukiko 

Brewer, who have mission work in Japan with Campus Crusade will be in town and he plans on meeting 

with them at Montage.  He would like others from our church community to meet with them as well. 

 

Renovation Project  John Vehre (JV) reported briefly on the current state of the project.  JV and Andrew 
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Gilman met with Dustin Nealeigh on Friday, July 14.  Dustin mentioned that a final contract had not been 

signed yet but would shortly.  Work will begin at the end of September on the project and parts will be 

finished by Christmas, but the complete project will not be completed until the first week of February.  

Dustin also mentioned that city permits had been completed and that the first work for the project will be 

related to Fire alarm systems.  At that meeting some other items were brought up related to sound systems 

and the temporary office.  Also, Dustin addresses concerns related to dust churned up in the course of the 

project. 

 

Andrew brought before the session the need to move and store various items prior to construction.  He would 

like $500 to meet some of these expenses.  Craig Leland motioned to accept this request, which was 

seconded by Pam Bowman and passed 7-0.  Andrew also brought up the sound system item discussed in July 

and would like permission to look into stage units.  Peter Haviza motioned to go forward with that and Jan 

Roestamadji seconded the motion.  It passed 7-0. 

 

Andrew also was looking for guidance on furniture purchase guidelines, suggesting having 3-5 people form a 

committee for that.  It was decided to look into that option and vote on it in September, with an alternative of 

looking into some company like Innovative Office Systems to aid in those furnishing choices. 

 

Worship Times  It had been brought to session’s attention that there is a little resistance to going to a 10 AM 

start in the fall.  It was suggested that a special congregation meeting be set up to discuss, but not vote on the 

issue.  This meeting would be set for August 27 after the Sunday Service.  A motion was made by Jan R to 

have that congregational meeting, seconded by Craig Leland, and passing 7-0.  

 

Education Randy Tester submitted a written parameters for future scholarships.  After a little discussion, 

Randy Tester made a motion to accept these conditions, seconded by Helen Miller and passing 7-0. 

 

Wes Jetter had to leave at 9:05.  Session votes are now by 6 members. 

 

Sales of Ruetschle photos and Portrait of Haiti  A member from the congregation would like to purchase 

these items.  Peter Haviza motioned to accept that offer, seconded by Craig Leland and passing 6-0. 

 

Pastor's Report (Andrew Gilman – written submission) Pastor Gilman submitted a written report of his 

activities for July.  In consideration of the lateness of the hour, he did not review it item by item.  Peter 

Haviza motioned to accept the report.  This was seconded by Pam Bowman and passed 6-0. 

 

Deacon’s Meeting No report was submitted in July. 

 

III. Closing 

 

 Prayer. A closing prayer was made by Jan Roestamadji. 

 

Adjournment. Peter Haviza motioned to adjourn, which was seconded by Pam Bowman. The motion passed 

6-0. 

 

 

   John Vehre     Andrew Gilman 

 

    

Clerk of Session    Moderator of Session 
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Addendum 

 

August 27, 2023 Congregation Meeting 

 

Attending:  40 people attended the meeting, which was more than sufficient for a quorum.  

 

Opening Prayer: An opening prayer was given by John Vehre at 10:55 AM. 

 

Docket: Two non-voting items were on the docket.  The first concerned moving the start of Worship times on 

Sunday from 9:30 AM to 10:00 AM beginning in September with the second item reporting on Renovation Project 

updates.  A motion was made by Ed Cornell to accept the docket, seconded by Jane Tester, and passing by 40-0. 

 

Worship Times  A mic was passed out to the congregation and alternating views and comments were requested on 

the start times.  Justin Hines, Hendrik van der Walt, Jane Tester, Don Lockhart, and John Vehre spoke out in favor of 

9:30 AM start times.  Ryan Fields, Anna Lee Dickerson, Didi Howell and Don Stevenson spoke from a 10:00 AM 

viewpoint. 

 

Renovation Project Updates  A question and answer session was offered, although no questions were fielded.  

Related to the project, Andrew Gilman reported that the Stewardship campaign would begin early at the end of 

September.  He also mentioned that a reminder would be set out in regard to annual pledges and pledges put forward 

for the renovation project.  He further reported that there will be a congregational meal at our fall kickoff.  Finally, 

during construction, the church office will be located on the second floor.  This might be an inconvenience for some 

congregation members, but Staff is also prepared to meet with individuals on the first floor if necessary. 

 

Motion to Adjourn Following the discussion on the docket items, Anna Lee Dickerson motioned to adjourn, which 

was seconded by Justin Hines and passed 40-0. 

 

Special Session Meeting to Discuss Sunday Service Hours 

August 27, 2023 

 

Attending: Craig Leland, Helen Miller, Randy Tester, Peter Haviza and Jan Roestamadji. (5) 

 

Opening Prayer:  Andrew Gilman 

 

Vote to sustain or amend 10 AM Sunday Service Hour: Following the Congregational meeting, Session met 

briefly to either sustain or amend an earlier vote to change Worship service hours from 9:30 to 10:00 AM.  A vote of 

yes would sustain this change.  After a little discussion a motion was made by Peter Haviza to call for the vote.  The 

motion was seconded by Jan Roestamadji.  The motion to sustain the 10 AM start time passed by a margin of 3-2. 

 

Motion to Adjourn A motion was made to adjourn by Peter Haviza, seconded by Craig Leland and passing 5-0.  

 

LEADERSHIP MEETINGS THIS MONTH 

DEACONS MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2023 7:00PM 

SESSION THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2023 7:00PM 

WORSHIP THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2023 10:00AM 
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INWARD & OUTWARD RENEWAL (CONT.)

This fall is an exciting time in the life of our church. 

We are embarking on a time of inward and 

outward renewal. The Word of God by the 

ministry of the Holy Spirit is at the heart of this 

renewal among us. As your pastor, I encourage 

each of you to pursue the Lord daily in prayer and 

in His Word. We must seek the Lord and commit 

ourselves to the ongoing work of the gospel 

going on all around us. And may there be 

tremendous joy in the midst of this work. I want to 

encourage you by pointing out the places in our 

congregation that I see inward and outward 

renewal.  

Inward renewal for our church may be a bit 

difficult to identify (although it is likely the most 

important renewal we need as followers of Jesus). 

This kind of renewal is most readily visible in the 

prayer life of our congregants. We have the 

“Cover the Church” ministry on Sunday mornings 

prior to worship. This ministry of prayer is very 

important to the life of the church. If you have any 

inclination from God’s Spirit that the church lives 

and breathes on prayer and the presence of God 

according to His Word then I hope you will come 

30 minutes prior to worship to join in prayer for 

the mission of Jesus. We also began the “Cast 

Your Cares” challenge in September. This is the 

opportunity for you to make your needs (physical 

and spiritual) known to the pastor  (your fellow 

believers and church family). We hope that 

through this you would experience the love of 

Christ in ways that help you grow and be renewed 

inwardly.  

 The evidence of outward renewal is seen in the 

life of the church from week to week as new 

members join our congregation. Alongside this, is 

the growth we see in our small group ministries. 

Our youth have began meeting again after a few 

years without teens to minister to among us. Our 

first meeting kicked off in September and there 

were 7 students in attendance!  

We hope you are partaking in the fellowship of 

the church by joining a Bible Study, Small Group, 

or other service ministry of the church. The last 

way we are seeing outward renewal is in the 

facility itself. As you know we are embarking on a 

renovation of the 1987 addition. The very 

beginning of this project can be seen all around 

us. Please be in prayer for the schedule, the work 

itself, the funding, the crews, the church’s life in 

this time of transition and so on. We must bathe 

this project in prayer for God to be glorified in 

what is produced.  

The 2023-2024 calendar year is upon us. God has 

a story to tell through our church and particularly 

through you as a part of this church family. Your 

life, your gifts, and your prayers are an integral 

part of how God will glorify himself and reach 

others with the love of Jesus. Please consider how 

God has saved you and called you to be Great 

Commission Christians. There really are no other 

kinds of Christians. Jesus told his disciples that he 

was calling them in order to make them into 

‘fishers of men’. Everything we do as a 

congregation is for this purpose. We are living as 

people who have been blessed to be a blessing. 

Considering what Jesus has done for each of us, 

let us continue to live humble, thankful, lives that 

bless others with Christ’s love.  

It is an exciting time to be part of FPC. We look 

forward, always, to how God will use us to reach 

people for Christ and to glorify Himself through 

us.  

 

  

 See schedule change on page 4. 
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FPC LIFE (CONT.) 

  

Junior Callee Moore Freshman Sienna Gilman Senior Carson Henry 

Roestamadji Small Group Birthday Celebrations 

Illumination 
Festival 2023 
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THE MOVE 

      

       
THANK YOU to everyone who stuck around and helped with the final move on Sunday, September 17. It was all hands-on deck and 
an encouraging day to witness as everyone jumped right in without hesitation! 

THE DEMO  
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THE BEFORE 

 

 

 

 

“Please be in prayer for the schedule, the work itself, the funding, the crews, the church’s life in this time of transition and so on. We 
must bathe this project in prayer for God to be glorified in what is produced” —Pastor Andrew Gilman  
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 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

114 EAST FOURTH STREET 

GREENVILLE, OH 45331 

 

PHONE: (937)548-3188 

FAX: (937)548-0152 

EMAIL: INFO@GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

      

                

 

 

 
 
 
 

LIVE THE 

Story of Redemption 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

      COME           GROW     BECOME 


