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AN ORDINARY MEANS OF GRACE 

BY RAY ORTLUND 

True awakening or revival is a glorious season in the life of the 

church when for His glory alone, God causes the ordinary means of 

His grace to make an extraordinary impact on many people. 

This idea of "the means of grace" answers these questions: How do I, 

as a believer, access the grace of the Lord for my many needs? 

Where do I go, what do I do, to connect with the real help He gives 

to sinners and sufferers here in this world? I know I am saved by His 

grace alone. But Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

I believe that. I want that. But, at a practical level, how do I come to 

Him for His grace? (Continued on page 8) 

 KEY DATES  

 

MARCH 5 

Bowling at McBo’s 

 

MARCH 12 

Deacon Soup & Salad 

MARCH 19 

New Officer 

Ordination and Installation  

APRIL 2 

Palm Sunday 
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DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 

THE WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q. 48. How did Christ humble himself in his life? 

A. Christ humbled himself in his life by subjecting himself to 
the law,1 which he perfectly fulfilled,2 and by struggling with 
the indignities of this world,3 the temptations of Satan,4 and 
the frailty of his body, whether common to the natural human 
condition or particularly associated with his own poor 
situation.5 

1. Gal 4.4                               2. Mt 3.15, 5.17, Jn 19.30, Rom 5.19 
3. Ps 22.6, Is 53.2-3, Heb 12.2-3                4. Mt 4.1-12, Lk 4.1-14 
5. Heb 2.17-18, 4.15, Is 52.13-14 

Q. 49. How did Christ humble himself in his death? 

A. Christ humbled himself in his death by being betrayed by 
Judas,1 forsaken by his disciples,2 scorned and rejected by the 
world,3 condemned by Pilate, and tormented with physical 
persecution.4 He struggled with the terrors of death and the 
powers of darkness; he felt and bore the weight of God’s 
anger.5 Finally, enduring the painful, shameful, and cursed 
death on the cross,6 he laid down his life as an offering for sin.7 

1. Mt 27.4.                                    5. Lk 22.44, Mt 27.46, Rom 8.32.  
2. Mt 26.56.                                      6. Phil 2.8, Heb 12.2, Gal 3.13.  
3. Is 53.2-3, Lk 18.32-33.      7. Rom 4.25, 1 Cor 15.3-4, Is 53.10. 
4. Mt 27.26-50, Jn 19.34, Lk 22.63-64.  

 READING PLAN 
 

WEEK 1 |  MARCH 1-3 

 Proverbs 31, Job 31 

 Joshua 1, Job 32 

 Joshua 2, Job 33 

WEEK 2 |  MARCH 6-10  

 Joshua 3, Job 34 

 Joshua 4, Job 35 

 Joshua 5, Job 36 

 Joshua 6, Job 37 

 Joshua 7, Job 38 

WEEK 3 |  MARCH 13-17 

 Joshua 8, Job 39 

 Joshua 9, Job 40 

 Joshua 10, Job 41 

 Joshua 11, Job 42 

 Joshua 12-13 

WEEK 4 |  MARCH 20-24 

 Joshua 14-15 

 Joshua 16-17 

 Joshua 18-19 

 Joshua 20-21 

 Joshua 22-23 

WEEK 5 |  MARCH 27-28 

 Joshua 24, Acts 1 

 Acts 2-3 

YOUR 

MONTHLY 

MEMORY 

VERSE 

JOSHUA 24:14-15 

Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the 

gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And 

if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether 

the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 
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BIRTHDAYS 

03/01 Bettye Laughlin 

03/06 Bev Shively-Boyer 

Glenn Mitchell 

03/08 Woody Conway 

03/09 Don Lockhart 

03/12 Jim Fryman 

03/14 Elijah Wieser 

03/18 Garrison Henry 

 Bre van der Walt 

03/21 Nora Silvey 

03/29 Steve Headley 

03/30 Gary Riegle 

03/31 Paulette Garrison 

ANNIVERSARIES 

03/01 Ray & Bettye Laughlin 

03/20 Justin & Jackie Morrison 

03/28 Jim & Rebecca Detling 

03/28 Bruce & Linda Stoltz 

 

 

 EVENTS 

 

EVENT:           Bowling Party 

DATE:             Sunday, March 5th  

TIME:              3:30-5:30pm 

LOCATION:  McBo’s Lanes 

                        498 W Main St 

                        Versailles, OH 

DETAILS: Cost is $15 per adult. This 

includes 2 hours of bowling, shoe rental, 

pizza, and drinks. Pizza will be served about 

halfway through bowling. Kids will bowl 

and eat free during this event. Monies 

should be paid to the church directly and 

not McBo’s. Sign-ups are available in the 

narthex and on the app! 

 

EVENT:           Soup & Salad Fundraiser  

DATE:             Sunday, March 12th  

TIME:              After worship (11:00am) 

DETAILS: This fundraiser lunch allows the 

Deacons to support people in need, and 

organizations like Community Unity. 

Chicken Corn Chowder and Vegetable 

Bean are the soup selections for this meal. 

There will also be lettuce salad, breads, and 

desserts. Please RSVP in the narthex/on the 

app! Donations will be accepted. 
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RENOVATION 

COMMITTEE 

UPDATE 

By Paige Ervin 

FUNDRAISING PLEDGE CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

On behalf on the committee, we would like to thank everyone for their continued 

support of the renovation project. After the vote at the congregational meeting, 

Craig Leland sent a letter to you all asking for your financial support via pledges. 

After just over two weeks, we are happy to announce we have over $177,000 

pledged! (This is just above the amount needed.) Praise the Lord!  We are officially 

ready to move forward with the project as planned. To the 24 different families who 

have pledged their support—we sincerely thank you for your contributions! 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEW OFFICER VOWS 

Join us for worship on Sunday, March 19th as our new 
elders and deacons for 2023 are ordained/installed. 
E: Craig Leland, Jan Roestamadji, Randy Tester          
D: Ginny Bertram, Cathy Cornell, Amanda Hines 

FPC STUDENTS 

You’re invited to join some of our youth in Niagara 
Falls this summer for a mission trip. The group will 
leave on Sunday, June 4th and return on Friday, June 
9th. If interested, contact Justin Morrison. See Justin 
for details on youth group dates and times. 

SUMMER CHILDREN’S CHURCH  

Summer children’s church will begin Sunday, June 4th 
and run through Sunday, August 27th. We are looking 
for thirteen different volunteers to each teach one 
week to give our normal rotation of teachers a break. 
This lesson will be decided by you. Think about what 
hobbies or interests you have and maybe you can 
share that with the kids. For example, last year, Augie 
Roestamadji taught the kids how to draw during 
children’s church. We have people who are good 
with plants and gardening, jewelry making, art, 
computers, cooking, baking and more. Please 
consider how you might be able to use your gifts this 
summer and serve our children in this way. 

KROGER REWARDS 

Do you shop at Kroger?  Have you signed up for 

Community Rewards?  It’s easy to do and an easy way 

to give money back to the church. To enroll: sign-in 

to your digital Kroger account online and search 

“community rewards”. Our organization number is 

NV835. You may also search for us by zip code and 

selecting “Faith based” from the drop-down menu. If 

you’re having trouble on your own, you may always 

bring your mobile device and login info into the 

office and we can help you! 

GROW OPPORTUNITIES 

SMALL GROUPS 

Our small group vision for this year is to help one 

another prioritize the story of redemption in our lives. 

We currently have four different small groups up and 

running. If you are interested in growing in your faith 

through this ministry, contact us in the office today! 

MEN’S ISI BREAKFAST  

The men will meet again on Saturday, March 4th at 

8:00am. They will continue to study “The New Man” 

together. The men will now meet at Double M Diner 

and pay for their own meals. Please contact Augie 

Roestamadji (906-523-4459) for more details. 

WOMEN’S STUDY  

The women will meet again on Saturday, March 11th 

at 8:30am in the church parlor. They will continue to 

study John Eldredge’s book “Get Your Life Back.” A 

light breakfast is provided. Please contact Jan 

Roestamadji (937-692-6404) for more details. 

PASTOR’S STUDY  

The Pastor’s Study is on a break and will continue in I 

Kings after Easter. It will resume study the same day 

and time; Wednesdays at 10:30am.  
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PRAYER  

_____________________________________________________________ 

Please continue to pray for the following individuals: 

Margaret Hayes, Jack & Gloria Horner, Chris Mumaw, 

Phyllis Trittschuh, Betty Small and Sandra Brawley.  

Russ Royer— as he was back in the hospital this past 

month for an infection. He is out now, but still at Rest 

Haven trying to recover. Please continue to pray for 

Phyllis during this time too. 

Rebecca Detling— and her family, as they mourn the loss 

of Rebecca’s mother, Janice Gray.  

Jan Roestamadji— as she has a torn meniscus and is 

scheduled to have knee surgery on March 6th. 

Dustin Erisman— Holly Finnarn’s nephew, as he is still 

recovering from a pretty serious fall last month. 

Sherry Scott— a dear friend of the van der Walt family, 

who went home to be with the Lord this past month. 

Didi Howell— as she is pregnant again! Please pray that 

God would continue to keep both Didi and the baby 

healthy throughout the pregnancy. Pray for Mark, and 

the kids too as they anticipate the arrival of new life! 

Dale Dickerson— as he continues to recover from his 

stroke. Please also pray for Anna Lee during this time. 

 

 

 FPC LIFE  

FAT TUESDAY THANKS 

Thank you to everyone who attended 

and participated in the Fat Tuesday 

dinner and show to support the 

youth. It was a great night full of 

laughs and good food. Around 50 

people were in attendance and over 

$1000 was raised for the trip this 

summer! Thank you again!  

YFC BANQUET  

Youth for Christ is holding their 
annual banquet on Tuesday, March 
28th from 6:30-8:00pm at Romer’s 
Catering. The meal will take about 30 
min with a program to follow. Wes 
and Patti Jetter have a table reserved 
and would love to have you join them. 
If you are interested in taking part in 
this evening with them, please let Patti 
know ASAP. This banquet is always a 
great time to be encouraged as you 
hear the stories from current teens in 
our area and from the YFC staff about 
their ministry initiatives.  

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL  

Congratulations to Sienna and Shane 
Gilman on their amazing 
performances in the Greenville 
Middle School musical theater 
production of High School Musical Jr. 
this past month. Sienna played the 
role of Kelsey Nielsen and Shane 
Gilman was Ryan Evans. Both did an 
amazing job at all three shows! 

FPC KIDS 

SPECIAL 

*Look to hear from 

another one of our FPC 

Kids next month!* 

Hello church family! I have missed seeing you while I have 

been in Florida. I went shelling yesterday and found over  

200 sand dollars. It was my favorite day at the beach! We 

also saw sea urchins, sting rays, and dolphins. I have been 

swimming in the pool everyday and spending time with all 

my Florida “family”. I will be coming home soon and can’t 

wait to come back to church to see everyone! I am looking 

forward to Easter!                                     Love, Mylee  
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First Presbyterian Church of Greenville Ohio 

Minutes of the Session of 

January 12, 2023 

 

I. Opening 

 

A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 

 

The January 2023 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Greenville was 

called to order on January 12, 2023 at First Presbyterian Church at 7 PM by Pastor Andrew Gilman. 

Pastor Gilman opening the meeting with prayer. 

 

Members Present:  Pam Bowman, Peter Haviza, Don Lockhart and Randy Tester (4)  

 

Members Absent: Wes Jetter, Helen Miller 

 

Guests: Justin Morrison, Don Stevenson 

 

Approval of Agenda A motion was made to approve the docket.  Pam Bowman made the motion 

seconded by Randy Tester and passing 4-0. 

 

Approval of Minutes Pam Bowman motioned to approve the December 2022 minutes seconded by 

Peter Haviza.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

 

II. Agenda Items 

 

Niagara Falls Mission Trip (Justin Morrison) Justin Morrison reported on a planned mission trip to 

Niagara Falls that will take place later from June 5-9, 2003.  5 children and 5 adults will be attending.  

Justin reported on the designated duties of the group, planned activities in the town and the need to rent 

a 15-person van to undertake the one-way trip of 470 miles.  Justin also mentioned the necessity to 

undertake a fund-raising event to help finance the trip, which will require session approval.   

After listening to Justin’s report and proposal, Peter Haviza motioned to approve fund raising events, 

seconded by Pam Bowman and passing by a margin of 4-0.  

 

Financial Report Don Stevenson presented the financial report.  Highlights of his report included 

mentioning that gift contributions were $13,000 under compared to last year.  He also pointed out 

various mission expenses as well as an expense for $1,181 for Boiler Maintenance.  He examined a 

payment of $2,916 which he indicated as being for the balance of per capita membership fee to the 

Presbytery.  Finally, he mentioned that the church was over budget for 2022 by roughly $10,000.  Randy 

Tester motioned to accept this report seconded by Don Lockhart and passing 4-0. 

 

2023 Budget Don Stevenson also presented a spreadsheet for this year’s budget.  The projected budget 

is $293,893.  Randy Tester motioned to accept the budget seconded by Pam Bowman and passing 4-0. 

 

February 2024 Presbytery Meeting  Andrew Gilman indicated a desire to host the regional Presbytery 

meeting taking place in February 2024.  He reported that the event takes place over two days and does 

involve hosting a dinner for roughly 80 people.  Pam Bowman motioned that our church goes ahead and 

host the Presbytery meeting, seconded by Peter Haviza and passing 4-0. 

 

2023 Annual Congregation Meeting Agenda Andrew Gilman presented the agenda for the upcoming  
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Congregation meeting on January 22, 2023.  Randy Tester motioned to accept this agenda, seconded by 

Don Lockhart.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Building Use  Andrew Gilman presented requests from members of the Congregation to use the 

building.  The three events include a baby shower for Hugo and Bre van der Walt, a wedding for the 

Hawley’s and a birthday party for Kelsey Ervin.  Peter Haviza motioned to accept all three events, which 

was seconded by Randy Tester.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Deacon’s Meeting There was no Deacon’s meeting in December 2022. 

 

Pastor's Report (Andrew Gilman – written submission) Pastor Gilman submitted a written report of 

his activities for December.  After reviewing the report, Don Lockhart motioned to accept it, seconded 

by Pam Bowman.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Old Electronic Equipment  A number of old equipment items has been lying around in storage on the 

2nd floor.  Because of its age it has little value anymore and the staff would like to have it removed.  1-

Shot Recycling near Bradford undertakes this kind of recycling and Pam Bowman motioned to have this 

equipment go out for recycling.  Don Lockhart seconded the motion and it passed 4-0.  

 

 

III. Closing 

 

Adjournment. A closing prayer was made by Randy Tester. 

 

Prayer. Pam Bowman then motioned to adjourn, which was seconded by Don Lockhart.  The motion 

passed 4-0.  

 

   

 

John Vehre     Andrew Gilman 

 

   

 

Clerk of Session    Moderator of Session 

 
 

  

OFFICER & STAFF MEETINGS THIS MONTH 

DEACONS MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2023 7:00PM 

SESSION THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2023 7:00PM 

STAFF WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023 12:15PM 
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AN ORDINARY MEANS OF GRACE (CONT.)
 

God's Way 

Our gracious Lord is not playing "catch me if you 

can" with us. He wants us to be sure of Him, come 

to Him, and draw strength from Him so that we 

can live fully for Him. But He does not give Himself 

to us in any way we might devise. He has made 

Himself knowable and accessible in specific ways 

of His own wise choosing. His appointed avenues 

of blessing are the means of grace. We are 

profoundly thankful to our Lord for providing 

open avenues of grace for us as we walk through 

this world, crowded as it is with enticing means of 

"anti-grace" pressing upon us every day. 

God does not limit Himself to His wonderful 

means of grace. Jesus said that the wind of the 

Spirit "blows where it wishes" (John 3:8). But if we 

are wondering where we can be sure to find the 

Lord, the answer is His standard means of grace, 

made effective by His own living presence. His 

chosen means are not intended to restrict His 

availability, but the opposite. His chosen means 

identify where He has concentrated His 

availability, like a gushing fountain of mercy for 

sinners who are so desperate that they are finally 

coming to Christ on His terms. 

The Means of Awakening 

Awakening or revival occurs when these ordinary 

streams of divine blessing flow out with unusual 

power, and the benefits of the gospel pour out 

upon us with wonderful impact that is clearly of 

God and not at all of ourselves. 

If we long for our churches to experience more of 

this awakening power in the gospel, the remedy is 

not to invent our own delivery systems for God's 

grace. The remedy might be found in correcting 

our neglect or misuse or corruption of God's age-

old means of grace. We do not need to improve 

on God's methods. We might need to engage 

with God's methods more reverently and humbly 

than we ever have before. 

Westminster Shorter Catechism question 85 asks, 

"What doth God require of us that we may escape  

 

his wrath and curse due to us for sin?" The answer 

is: To escape the wrath and curse of God due to 

us for sin, God requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, 

repentance unto life, with the diligent use of all 

the outward means whereby Christ 

communicateth to us the benefits of redemption. 

The catechism thus wisely urges upon us "the 

diligent use of all the outward means," that is, 

coming before the Lord with a heart of faith and a 

purpose of repentance, setting no preconditions 

on Him but welcoming His lordship over the 

whole of our lives. 

Zacchaeus did something like this, when he 

climbed that tree in order not to miss Jesus as He 

passed by. He could not force Jesus to pay 

attention to him, but he did place himself in the 

Lord's path. Jesus was pleased to visit him, and 

Zacchaeus entered into a whole new life: 

And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come 

to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 

lost." (Luke 19:9–10) 

Our Way 

We do not always seek the Lord with that spirit of 

openness. Sometimes we even make poor use of 

His wonderful means. The people of God in the 

Old Testament corrupted their worship. They 

treated His means as their mechanics, as if God's 

grace could "work" in an automatic way, like 

putting a coin in a gumball machine. Isaiah, for 

example, denounced the worship of God's 

people, though their form of worship adhered to 

the book of Leviticus and their participation in it 

was full to the extent of being lavish. But God said 

through Isaiah, "When you spread out your hands, 

I will hide my eyes from you; even though you 

make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands 

are full of blood" (Isa. 1:15). 

God's people were misusing God's means, and 

He would have none of it. What were they doing 

to offend the Lord so intensely? They were 

compartmentalizing. They were brutal toward one 

another, with human blood on their hands. Then,  
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AN ORDINARY MEANS OF GRACE (CONT.)
without seeing the horrible irony of it, they went 

to worship at the temple and spread out those 

bloody hands before God in prayer. But God saw. 

And God said their unexamined lives were not 

ready for His blessing. The people were treating 

God's means of grace as a way of evading costly 

obedience rather than as a way of inspiring fuller 

obedience throughout the whole of their lives. 

The people of God in the New Testament also 

misused the means of grace. Members of the 

church in Corinth were receiving the Lord's 

Supper "in an unworthy manner" (1 Cor. 11:27), 

that is, in a divisive and arrogant manner, which is 

opposite to the dying love of Jesus proclaimed in 

that very sacrament. Their selfish abuse of His 

sacred gift turned it into its opposite, namely, a 

means of judgment: 

For anyone who eats and drinks without 

discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 

himself. That is why many of you are weak and ill, 

and some have died. (1 Cor. 11:29–30) 

If we treat the means of grace as the mechanics of 

grace, as if we were in control, God is offended. 

But if we bring to God's clear "findability" our own 

total availability, the Lord will gladly bless His 

means to our hearts. 

Humility and Sincerity 

How awakening it is when we come before the 

Lord through His means with the humble faith and 

sincere repentance that the gospel calls for. The 

early church was living proof of the power of the 

ways of God: 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' 

teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers. . . . And the Lord added to 

their number day by day those who were being 

saved. (Acts 2:42, 47) 

The striking thing about the early church here is 

how simple their pattern of life was, and yet how 

compelling it was. How do we account for that? 

To use the language of Jonathan Edwards, these 

early Christians were laying themselves "in the 

way of allurement," that is, they were joyfully  

placing themselves in the path of Christ's 

promised power. No wonder the early church 

flourished. 

Charles J. Brown, a minister in the Church of 

Scotland during a season of revival, quoted an 

eyewitness account of the power of God's grace 

in the churches at that time: 

"It was a common thing, as soon as the Bible was 

opened, after the preliminary services, and just as 

the reader began"—here, you will observe, it was 

the simple reading of the Word without 

preaching. Yet such was the power upon the 

minds of the people that "it was a common thing, 

as soon as the Bible was opened, after the 

preliminary services, and just as the reader began, 

for great meltings to come upon the hearers. The 

deepest attention was paid to every word as the 

sacred verses were slowly and solemnly 

enunciated. Then the silent tear might be seen 

stealing down the rugged but expressive 

countenances turned upon the reader. The Word 

of the Lord was precious in those days." 

There is awakening power in God's means of 

gospel grace. What more do we need? 
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DOWNLOAD OUR APP 

 
 

Step-By-Step—Installing Church Connect on your phone is easy. 

The steps are similar whether you have an Android or iPhone. 

Step 1: Navigate to your Church Connect page using your phone's browser. 

You must use Safari if you're using an iPhone, or Chrome if you're on an Android phone. Navigate to 
your Connect page, or if you have the QR code, use your phone's camera to instantly navigate to the page. 

 

Visit: FPCGreenville.ChurchTrac.com   or   Scan here: 

 

Step 2: Install the App 

Follow the prompt to install the app. If you don't see a prompt, click the Action/Share button and then "Add to 
Home Screen". 

Step 3: Use the App 

From now on, use the new app icon on your home screen to run Church Connect. There's no need to use your 
browser anymore! 

What if my phone doesn't prompt me to download the app? 

If your phone doesn't automatically prompt you to download the app, the process is still the same on your 
iPhone. If you're using an android device, you will navigate to the chrome browser menu and select either 
"Install app" or "Add to home screen" (depending on your Android device). 

Having Troubles? Visit: https://www.churchtrac.com/support/connect/install-church-connect-app 

  

https://www.churchtrac.com/support/connect/install-church-connect-app
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CONFIRMATION CROSSWORD 

All our confirmands last summer created their own crossword puzzle over a specific topic covered in class. 

All the puzzles were on display Sunday, September 18th during their reception after worship. Below is 

Jocelyn Mumaw’s crossword puzzle covering The Ten Commandments. Check out next month’s newsletter 

to see another student’s puzzle. 
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 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

114 EAST FOURTH STREET 

GREENVILLE, OH 45331 

 

PHONE: (937)548-3188 

FAX: (937)548-0152 

EMAIL: INFO@GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

      

                

 

 

 
 
 
 

LIVE THE 

Story of Redemption 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

      COME           GROW     BECOME 


