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FAITH AND REPENTANCE 
SERIES: REDEMPTION ACCOMPLISHED & APPLIED  

By Pastor Andrew Gilman  

When Jesus shows up on the scene in Mark’s gospel, we hear the 
first words of our Savior, “Repent and believe for the kingdom of 
God is at hand” (Mark 1:15). The inference for most people is that 
the repenting leads to the believing. In other words, a person cannot 
believe or have faith in Jesus until they repent. This is directly 
challenged by what we have already learned in this series and by 
what John Murray explains so powerfully in the book “Salvation 
Accomplished and Applied”. Let’s review briefly and then set about 
tackling our lesson for today about repentance and belief.  
 

Regeneration (see last month’s article) is inseparable from its effects 
and one of those effects is “faith”. Without regeneration it is morally 
and spiritually impossible for a person to believe in Christ. You can 
express this truth further by saying, when a person is regenerated 
(by the Holy Spirit in their heart) it is morally and spiritually 
impossible for that person not to believe.    (Continued pg. 8) 

 KEY DATES  

 

 

JUNE 3 

First Friday 

JUNE 5 

Confirmation Class Begins 

JUNE 19 

Father’s Day 

JUNE 21-24 

Office Closed 
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DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 

THE WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q. 32. How is God’s grace revealed in the second 
covenant? 

A. His grace is revealed in the second covenant by God 
freely providing and making available to sinners a 
mediator1 and through him life and salvation.2 God uses 
faith as the only way for sinners to become united to 
him;3 he promises and gives his Holy Spirit4 to all his 
elect in order to bring about this faith in them5 along with 
all the other saving graces6 and in order to make it 
possible for them to be holy and obedient,7 as proof of 
the truth of their faith8 and thankfulness to God9 and as 
the way he has established for them to be saved.10 

1. 1 Tm 2.5, Gn 3.15, Is 42.6, Jn 6.27.  
2. 1 Jn 5.11-12.  
3. Jn 3.16,36, 1.12.  
4. Prv 1.23.  
5. 2 Cor 4.13.  
6. Jn 1.12-13, 3.5-6,8, Gal 5.22-23.  
7. Ez 36.27.  
8. Jas 2.18,22.  
9. 2 Cor 5.14-15.  
10. Eph 2.10, Ti 2.14, 3.8.  

 READING PLAN 
 

WEEK 1 |  JUNE 1-3  

 1 Kings 2; 1 Chr 29; Romans 7 

 1 Kings 3; 2 Chr 1; Ps 42; Romans 8 

 1 Kings 4; Prov 1-2; Psalm 43; Romans 9 

WEEK 2 |  JUNE 6-10 

 Proverbs 3-5; Romans 10 

 Proverbs 6-7; Psalm 7; Romans 11 

 Proverbs 8-10; Psalm 144; Romans 12 

 Proverbs 11-13; Psalm 8; Romans 13 

 Proverbs 14-15; Romans 14 

WEEK 3 |  JUNE 13-17 

 Proverbs 16-18; Romans 15 

 Proverbs 19-21; Ps 40; Romans 16 

 Proverbs 22-23; Ps 117; 1 Thess 1 

 Proverbs 24-25; Ps 41; 1 Thess 2 

 Proverbs 26-28; 1 Thess 3 

WEEK 4 |  JUNE 20-24 

 Proverbs 29-31; 1 Thess 4 

 Song of Sol 1-3; Ps 72; 1 Thess 5 

 Song of Sol 4-6; 2 Thess 1 

 Song of Sol 7-8; Psalm 127; 2 Thess 2 

 1 Kings 5; 2 Chr 2; 2 Thess 3 

WEEK 5 |  JUNE 27-30 

 1 Kings 6; 2 Chron 3; 1 Timothy 1 

 1 Kings 7; 2 Chr 4; Psalm 44; 1 Tim 2 

 1 Kings 8; Psalm 30; 1 Tim 3 

 2 Chr 5-7; Psalm 121; 1 Tim 4 

 

YOUR 

MONTHLY 

MEMORY 

VERSE 

EPHESIANS 4:1-3 

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of 

the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, 

with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
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BIRTHDAYS 

 

06/03 Peter Haviza 

06/04 Terri Fryman, Brad Hare, Cora Ervin 

06/08 Ray Laughlin 

06/09 Olivia Hounshell 

06/12 Anita Carr, Kathy Lockhart 

06/15 Richard Martin, Natalie Milligan 

06/19 Tina Smith 

06/20 Carol Funderburg, Dale Dickerson 

06/22 Thomas Funderburg 

06/23 Randall Ervin 

06/24  Bruce Stoltz 

06/26 James Ward 

06/27 Hugo van der Walt 

06/30 Arlene Bankson 

 

 
ANNIVERSARIES  

 

06/04 Peter & Louann Haviza 

06/05 Thomas & Glenna Funderburg 

06/15 John & Karen Burkett 

06/16 Keith & Janelle Koverman 

06/21 Dale & Anna Lee Dickerson 

06/24 Jim & Terri Fryman 

06/26 Tyler & Emily Trick 

06/28 Hugo & Bre van der Walt 

 

__________________________________ 

 

EVENTS 

 

EVENT:           FIRST FRIDAY 

DATE:             FRIDAY, JUNE 3RD  

TIME:              6:00pm 

PLACE:           Fourth Street Entrance 

DETAILS:       Come join us for 

Mainstreet Greenville’s First Friday. 

We’ll be serving free ice cream in an 

effort to shower the community with a 

sweet blessing! It’s never too late to 

just show up and jump-in! Tables and 

chairs will be setup at 5:30pm if 

you’re available to help then! 
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RENOVATION 

UPDATE 

By John Vehre 

Committee Meeting Notes for May 26th Main area of discussion for the night was the 

information provided by Laura and Hannah that construction cost estimates had sky-

rocketed and that the previous estimate of $360,000 had ballooned to $630,000 and 

alas this was not a reverse 6-3 typo!  After some discussion in the committee, it was 

decided that the project should be cut back and that 3 classrooms, office areas, the 

Fellowship Hall and the Kitchen should be the scope of the project.  The projected cost 

for this is around $452,000.  Within this scope Laura Little will now start approaching 

contractors for their interest and cost estimates.  Local contractors Studebaker and 

Brumbaugh were mentioned as possible candidates, but others will be approached.   

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ISI  MEN’S BREAKFAST  

Men are invited to join on the first Saturday of the 

month (June 4th) at 8:00am for the ISI (Iron Sharpens 

Iron) Study. Breakfast is provided so please email us 

in the office or text Pastor Andrew if you plan to 

attend. 

CELEBRATE LILLY 

Come celebrate Lilly Hayes at her graduation party 

on Sunday, June 5th from 1-4pm. It will be at the Hills 

of Judea 2766 State Route 121 in Greenville. 

OFFICE CLOSED 

The office will be closed June 21-24 as Pastor 

Andrew is away for General Assembly in Detroit. 

Paige will be checking in on phone calls and emails 

that week, but no official office hours will be in place. 

BFB REVITALIZATION DINNER 

Our next BFB is on Saturday, June 18th at 5:00pm. If 

you are interested in attending or learning more 

about these dinners, please email the office or talk to 

Pastor Andrew or Paige Ervin today!  

STAFF VACATIONS 

Pastor Andrew Gilman will be away on vacation from 

July 5th- 15th. Paige Ervin will also be away during that 

time, July 5th- 12th. The office will be closed. 

Marnelise van der Walt will check voicemails and 

emails while office staff is away. In case of an 

emergency, please plan to contact Marnelise at 

(937)670-0455. Our voicemail will also remind you of 

this when that week approaches.  

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

FISH CHOICE PANTRY 

We are always collecting food to give to the FISH 
Choice Food Pantry. There is a bin in the narthex 
where you can drop items off for Fish. Fish Choice 
Pantry provides emergency foods to residents of 
Darke County in times of need. 

FIRST FRIDAY IN JULY 

We will be handing out glowsticks to the community 

again this year during Main Street Greenville’s First 

Friday event in July on Friday, July 1st at 6pm. There 

will be more details later this month. Check back in 

your weekly bulletins for more information! 

HOSPITALITY 

If you are interested in greeting or hosting coffee 

hour, email us in the church office and we will pass 

the word along to our Deacons. 
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PRAYER 
ARE YOU RECEIVING PRAYER CHAIN UPDATES? 

SEND US AN EMAIL TO GET ADDED TODAY! 

_____________________________________________________________ 

PRAYER CHAIN EMAIL UPDATES FROM APRIL: 

Elizabeth Andrews: Please be in prayer for Elizabeth Andrews. She 

has a spot on her head that is cancerous, and surgery isn’t 

scheduled/available until June. Please pray that the spot does not 

grow or spread before she is able to have surgery. 

Holly Finnarn: Please be in prayer for Holly and Ted Finnarn. Her 

mother, Mary Bankson, passed away on May 12th. 

Chris Mumaw: We would like to request prayers for Chirs Mumaw for 

June 16th when he will have a melanoma removed on his scalp with a 

skin graft.  Our specific request is that when the oncologist checks his 

lymph nodes in his neck on the day of surgery that they are cancer 

free. (Update on Chris’ mother, Patricia Mumaw, is that she has this 

week and next week of radiation and chemo at the James and she will 

be finished with her treatment.  She has done very well with the 

treatment, and we sincerely thank you for all your prayers during this 

time.) 

Didi Howell: Please be in prayer for Didi. She shared with us this 

month that she was once again pregnant which was very joyous news. 

Unfortunately, she has experienced another miscarriage and would 

appreciate your continued prayers during this trying season. 

Russ Royer: He is settled in at Rest Haven and is now standing with a 

walker after physical therapy. Praise God! Continued prayers for both, 

Russ and Phyllis, are appreciated 

 

 FPC LIFE 

FLOWERS THANK YOU 

Thank you, Donn & Charlene 

Thornhill, for providing the carnations 

for the women of our church on 

Mother’s Day. Thank you too for the 

beautiful planting and upkeep of the 

flowers in the planters by the steps. 

They look lovely! 

NOTE OF APPRECIATION 

Thank you to the families of Bob 

Light, Harold & Norma Jean Clark, 

Pete & Kay Brown and Dianne Brown 

for joining us on Scholarship Sunday 

last month. Your presence was deeply 

appreciated. 

WELCOME BACK 

Terri Fryman came back last month to 

play piano again with our worship 

team. We are grateful to God that her 

health is at a place where she is 

allowed to worship with us again! 

NEWLYWEDS 

Congratulations are in order for the 

new Mr. & Mrs. Logan and Jenna 

(Spurrier) George. They were married 

on May 21st here at the church with 

Pastor Andrew officiating.  

* If you have any life updates you want share, 

please email us with “FPC Life” as the subject 

and we will get the news to the congregation 

in next month’s newsletter! * 

FPC KIDS 

SPECIAL 

By Scholarship 

Panel 

Look to hear from 
another one of our 
FPC Kids next month! 

CONGRATULATIONS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS FOR 2022 

 

FPC (Mikesell Trust) —Lilly Hayes, Graham Milligan, Jayden Mumaw, Kate Rehmert 
Continuing Education (Mikesell Trust) — Annie Hayes, Natalie Milligan 

Bob Light Family — Graham Milligan 

Clark Family — Lilly Hayes, Graham Milligan, Jayden Mumaw, Kate Rehmert 
Herb Stentzel Service Award — Annie Hayes 

Pete and Kay Brown Memorial — Lilly Hayes 

Dianne Brown Memorial — Jayden Mumaw 
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First Presbyterian Church of Greenville Ohio 

Minutes of the Session of 

April 21, 2022 

I. Opening 

 

A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 

      

The April 2022 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Greenville was called to order 

on April 21, 2022 at 7 PM by Pastor Andrew Gilman. Pastor Gilman opening the meeting with prayer. 

 

Members Present:   Helen Miller, Peter Haviza, Wes Jetter, Pam Bowman, Don Lockhart and Randy Tester 

(after 7:15). (6)  

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Guests Paige Ervin 

 

Addition to the Agenda and Approval of Agenda HVAC item related to Thermostats and their function 

added to agenda. Motion was made to add this to the agenda and approve the agenda. Motion was made by 

Peter Haviza and seconded by Pam Bowman. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Approval of Minutes Wes Jetter motioned to approve the March 2022 minutes which was seconded by Helen 

Miller.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

II. Agenda Items 

 

Revitalization John Vehre (JV) gave a brief update on the state of the Revitalization project.  JV presented a 

graphic panel provided by Garman-Miller related to the state of  the current design and reported on the highlights 

of two committee meetings that took place on April 7 and April 20, 2022.  JV also reported that the committee 

during the April 20, 2022, had considered 3 or 4 additional areas of improvement that might be added to the 

design.  After consulting with Garman-Miller many of these design ideas are not easy to implement, mostly 

because of cost issues relating to other updates that then would have to be undertaken, but that are now not 

necessary because of “grandfathering”.  However, extending the work into the kitchen might be a viable option, 

although it would add additional, but not overly onerous costs to the project.  Representatives of Garman Miller 

will be visiting the church again on May 5 for further discussions on the project. 

 

Personnel Andrew Gilman reported on a couple of employment possibilities that the church had been 

considering.  This included an interview as well as current updates on Paige Ervin's employment and education 

options for 2022 and 2023.  He also gave a brief report on how Ben was doing with Building and Grounds duties. 

 

Committee Assignments  Reports were given by various session members of their current roster of Congregation 

members on their committees. 

 

Finance Report Andrew Gilman gave the report again this month. There was concern over the low level of giving 

in March, which was $7,398.00.  Session members also after some discussion felt that it might be desirable in the 

future for the Session to be informed about financial matters by the financial officer.  This might not need to be 

done monthly, but at least once a quarter was a possibility mentioned. 

 

Wes Jetter motioned to accept the financial report, seconded by Peter Haviza.  The motion passed 6-0. (Randy 

Tester was present by the time this vote was taken.) 

 

Building and Grounds Graffiti behind the Kitchen area outside has become a problem.  As a deterrent it has been 

suggested that an additional camera be added outside in that alleyway at a high enough position where it cannot be 

easily damaged.  This camera can be added to the existing security system and the approximate cost would be 

$300.00.  Session members also discussed the desirability of quickly covering up or cleaning the Graffiti so that 
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the current “artwork” does not encourage imitators.  A motion was made by Wes Jetter and seconded by Peter 

Haviza to add a  camera to the system.  The motion passed 6-0. 

During the discussion of building and grounds matters also was brought up the need to create a notebook on the 

existing thermostats.  A problem was uncovered where one thermostat was calling for cooling, while another was 

calling for heating.  Having a working sitemap could help in preventing such issues in the future.  Andrew 

indicated that Bolyard will be contacted about this, and Ben consulted as well. 

 

Worship Committee Harding Stevenson has investigated this matter and now has a computer to suggest. 

 

 Pastor's Report (Andrew Gilman – written submission) 

 Pastor Gilman submitted a written report and elaborated on the following points orally: 

− He has a planned vacation from July 5-15.  Session meeting will need to move to the 21st of that month. 

− Bible Study is now on break ending on April 20. 

− Revitalization dinner took place on March 19. (16 adults and 8 children in attendance.) 

− Communion visits took place in March. 

− 8 worship rehearsals took place in March and early April. 

− 7 Small group bible studies too place in March and early April. 

− 2 Revitalization committee meetings in April. 

− 2 ISI Breakfasts 

Andrew also reported on the upcoming Midwest Presbytery (May 13 and 14) and if anybody wished to attend the 

meeting.  There also will be a General Assembly meeting near Detroit from June 21-24. 

Andrew also is planning a confirmation class that will run for 10 weeks this summer for young people 7th grade 

and older. 

 Don Lockhart motioned to accept this report and the motion was seconded by Pam Bowman and passed 6-0. 

  

 Deacon's Report There was a written report submitted this month.  Deacon's Fund continues to do well and 

currently has $4,224.81 in the fund.  Peter Haviza motioned to accept the report seconded by Helen Miller and 

passing 6-0. 

 

Use of Fellowship Hall and other Church facilities Two groups have requested use of church facilities.  Kathy 

Douds for Strings Recital (May 14) as well as a Retired Teacher's Group for a general meeting (May 17).  The 

Session made a motion for both groups and Pam Bowman motioned that both groups be allowed to use the 

facilities, seconded by Helen Miller and passing 6-0. 

 

III. Closing 

 

Prayer. A closing prayer was made by Don Lockhart. 

 

Adjournment. Peter Haviza motioned to adjourn, which was seconded by Don Lockhart, passing 6-0.  

 

John Vehre     Andrew Gilman 

 

Clerk of Session     Moderator of Session 
  

OFFICER & STAFF MEETINGS THIS MONTH 

DEACONS NO MEETING UNTIL AUGUST N/A 

SESSION THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2022 7:00PM 

STAFF WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 2022 12:15PM 
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FAITH AND REPENTANCE (CONT.)
John Murray said “Regeneration is the renewing 
of the heart and mind, and the renewed heart and 
mind must act according to their nature.” In this 
case, that nature is the ‘new’ nature of the 
regenerate heart indwelled by the Holy Spirit.  

Regeneration is the act of God and God alone. 
However, faith is not the act of God; it is not God 
who believes for a person. It is the sinner who 
believes or has faith. It is by God’s grace that a 
person is able to believe, but faith is an activity on 
the part of the person and that person alone.  

Practically speaking, we must address the 
universal nature of God’s offer of salvation and the 
specific group of people who by faith accept that 
offer. God has always had a mind to gather to 
Himself a people who would live in covenant 
relationship of obedience to him. They are people 
who have His law or character written upon their 
hearts and so they obey it.  

When John says that “God so loved the world…” 
he speaks of the universal sufficiency of Christ’s 
offer of salvation. Should the whole world 
respond to that offer with faith, there would be no 
shortage of grace on call to meet that need. 
However, we know that only some people 
respond to Christ by faith. They do this by 
repenting and turning away from all other faux 
saviors to the True God and Savior Jesus Christ.  

In this sense, the blood of Christ become efficient 
unto salvation for those who believe. Thus, in a 
single breath we say that Christ’s sacrifice is both 
sufficient for the world, and simultaneously it is 
only efficient to those who believe. We must 
improve our modern definition of the concept of 
faith or belief. Faith consists of three key 
components.  

First, Knowledge: Knowledge is an indispensable 
part of our faith. In life, we cannot trust a person 
that we know nothing about. This is impossible to 
do. And this becomes increasingly true the more 
grave or severe the thing we trust them for weighs 
upon the need to put our faith in them for. If I 
have to trust a person with my children, I do not 
leave them with strangers. I choose carefully the 
person in whose care I place them, even for a 
short time. I arrive at the ability to trust a person  

this way, by my knowledge of their actions, 
thoughts, and words.  

Paul says that “Faith comes by hearing the Word 
of Christ” (Romans 10:17). The Word of Christ is 
found in the pages of our Bible and by looking 
carefully at the testimony about Jesus we come to 
a knowledge of who He says He is and we make a 
judgment via that same knowledge as to whether 
or not we trust Him.  

Second, Conviction: Conviction is added to 
knowledge so that we assert with great assurance 
that we believe that knowledge to be true. It is 
possible for a person to be presented with the 
knowledge that Jesus was born of a virgin and yet 
not have the conviction that they truly believe that 
story. Many have claimed over the years to be 
Christians and yet are willing to deny the 
knowledge provide by the scriptures that Jesus 
was born of a virgin. This is why we must have 
conviction about the truth claims of Jesus in the 
Bible.  

Third, Trust: Faith is knowledge that becomes 
conviction and that conviction then becomes 
confidence. Faith cannot stop short of self-
commitment to Christ. It is a transference of 
reliance upon ourselves and all other created 
things as objects to put my faith in, verses a 
reliance upon Christ alone for our salvation.  

Some theologians have described it as receiving 
and resting on Christ. We must entrust ourselves 
to Christ. Thus, we say more than we believe 
things about Jesus, we actually believe in and on 
Jesus. The Reformers laid special emphasis on 
this element of faith. They recognized that the 
essence of saving faith is to bring the sinner lost 
and dead in trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:8) into 
direct personal contact with Jesus the savior. All 
the efficacy of this faith resides in the work of 
Jesus not in the strength of the belief of the 
individual. The specific character of faith is that it 
looks away from itself and finds its whole interest 
and object in Christ.  

So how is faith displayed in the life of a 
regenerate person?  

Faith is the other side of the coin of repentance.  
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We cannot repent without faith and faith will 
always show itself in turning away from false 
saviors to the true savior Jesus Christ. In the 
Shorter Catechism “Repentance unto life is a 
saving grace, whereby a sinner out of a true sense 
of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God 
in Christ, does, with grief and hatred of his or her 
sin, turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, 
and endeavor after new obedience.” 

Repentance consists essentially in change of heart 
and mind and will (Deut. 6:4). This change has 
four distinct aspects to it. It is a change regarding 
1. God, 2. ourselves, 3. sin, and 4. righteousness. 
This is a complete and radical change in the heart 
which is caused by the regeneration of the heart 
by God’s Spirit. Once alive in Christ, the heart, 
mind, and will begin to live in a posture of 
obedience to God’s commands. To love God is to 
obey God. To believe God is to turn to God in 
humble reliance upon God.  

This is faith at work in the life of one who has 
already received new life and regeneration in the 
heart. The new life in Christ means that the bands 
which bind us to the dominion of sin are broken. 
The believer is dead to sin by the body of Christ, 
the old man has been crucified with Christ 
(Romans 6:2, 6). This breach with the past 
registers itself in the conscious turning from sin to 
God with a desire to obey God out of the new will.  

As you consider your faith today, be reminded 
that faith always displays itself in loving obedience 
to God’s Word. Our prayers become prayers for 
the Holy Spirit to show us more how to rely wholly 
upon Jesus rather than any other thing for our 
salvation.  

Faith and repentance are the next part of our 
chain of salvation. Next month we will look at the 
doctrine of justification.

 

SENIOR SEND-OFF 
Congratulations to our seniors in the Class of 2022! We are so proud of each and every one of you and it 

was our priveledge to honor you last month during worship. We wish you nothing but the best!             
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 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

114 EAST FOURTH STREET 

GREENVILLE, OH 45331 

 

PHONE: (937)548-3188 

FAX: (937)548-0152 

EMAIL: INFO@GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

      

                

 

 

 
 
 
 

LIVE THE 

Story of Redemption 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

      COME           GROW     BECOME 


