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THE LORD IS DOING A NEW THING 

BY ANDREW GILMAN 

Isaiah 43:19 says, “See, I am doing a new thing”. Those words 

indicated God’s commitment to His people Israel, that He would 

send a savior to rescue them. The Lord had long been faithful to His 

promises to Israel despite their disobedience. And God’s purposes 

would go forward on their behalf despite many significant 

challenges (both from outside of their borders, as well as within their 

own hearts) to trust the Lord.  

God has been faithful to our church for (now) over 200 years. We 

celebrated together that milestone this past September. God has 

placed First Presbyterian Church in this location in these times for a 

purpose. That purpose is to reach the lost with the love of Christ. 

This is the same purpose referenced in the verse from Isaiah. God is 

saving a people for His kingdom and His glory. We get to be part of 

that plan this year,2023, and beyond. (Continued on page 8) 

 KEY DATES  

 

JANUARY 1 

New Years Day 

 

JANUARY 15 

Renovation Q & A 

JANUARY 22 

Annual Meeting 

FEBRUARY 22 

Ash Wednesday 
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DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 

THE WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q. 45. How is Christ a king? 

A. As king, Christ calls a people for himself out of the 
world1 and gives them officers,2 laws,3 and the authority 
to condemn, by which he visibly governs them.4 He 
bestows saving grace on his elect,5 rewards their 
obedience,6 corrects them for their sins,7 preserves and 
supports them in all their temptations and suffering,8 
restrains and overcomes all their enemies,9 and 
powerfully orders everything for his own glory10 and their 
well-being.11 As king, Christ also executes just retribution 
against all others who neither know God nor obey the 
gospel.12 

1. Jn 10. 16,27, Acts 15.14-16, Is 55.4-5, Gn 49.10, Ps 110.3.  
2. Eph 4.11-12, 1 Cor 12.28. 
3. Is 33.22, Mt 28.19-20.  
4. Mt 18.17-18, 1 Cor 5.4-5, 1 Tm 5.20, Ti 3.10.  
5. Acts 5.31.  
6. Rv 22.12, 2.10, Mt 25.34-36, Rom 2.7.  
7. Rv 3.19, Heb 12.6-7.  
8. Is 63.9, 2 Cor 12.9-10, Rom 8.35-39.  
9. 1 Cor 15.25, Ps 110, Acts 12.17, 18.9-10.  
10. Rom 14.10-11, Col 1.18, Mt 28.19-20.  
11. Rom 8.28.  
12. 2 Thes 1.8-9, Ps 2.8-9.  

 READING PLAN 
 

WEEK 1 |  JANUARY 2-6 

 Ecclesiastes 1 

 Ecclesiastes 2 

 Ecclesiastes 3 

 Ecclesiastes 4 

 Ecclesiastes 5 

WEEK 2 |  JANUARY 9-13  

 Ecclesiastes 6 

 Ecclesiastes 7 

 Ecclesiastes 8 

 Ecclesiastes 9 

 Ecclesiastes 10 

WEEK 3 |  JANUARY 16-20 

 Ecclesiastes 11 

 Ecclesiastes 12 

 Proverbs 1, Job 1 

 Proverbs 2, Job 2 

 Proverbs 3, Job 3 

WEEK 4 |  JANUARY 23-27 

 Proverbs 4, Job 4 

 Proverbs 5, Job 5 

 Proverbs 6, Job 6 

 Proverbs 7, Job 7 

 Proverbs 8, Job 8 

WEEK 5 |  JANUARY 30-31 

 Proverbs 9, Job 9 

 Proverbs 10, Job 10 

YOUR 

MONTHLY 

MEMORY 

VERSE 

ECCLESIASTES 3:11-13 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's 

heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the 

end. I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good 

as long as they live; also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all 

his toil—this is God's gift to man. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

1/3 Philip Gilmore 

1/4 Rebecka Turner 

1/11 Mindy Rehmert 

Matthew Hounshell 

1/12 Jane Tester 

1/14 Jerry Garrison 

Maleah Hines 

1/16 Shirley Headley 

1/17 Jan Roestamadji 

1/18 Jenna Gilman 

1/21 Keith Koverman 

1/22 Jude Wieser 

1/31 Braxton Moore 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 

1/20 Darrell & Gina Fryman 

 

 SERVICE 

OPPORTUNITIES 

 

FISH CHOICE FOOD PANTRY 

The FISH Food Pantry is in need of 
volunteers to take calls one day a month. 
This is done from the comfort of your own 
home. It involves returning calls left on the 
FISH voicemail and answering questions. If 
you feel led to this local mission call the 
FISH Coordinator Kristy Cutarelli at 937-
316-8420.  

 

MISSION TRIP SUMMER 2023 

You’re invited to join some of our 
Confirmation students in Niagara Falls next 
summer for a mission trip. The group will 
leave on Sunday, June 4th and return on 
Friday, June 9th. Write “Mission Trip” on a 
connect card today (or call/email us in the 
office) if you would like to know more about 
this opportunity to serve and Justin 
Morrison will reach out to you. 
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NEW 

MINISTRY: 

COVER THE 

CHURCH 

By Didi Howell 

The week of the Prayer Vigil impacted me greatly. It was a very special kind of 

fellowship with the small group that gathered each night. Near the end of that week I 

thought, why does it have to end? Prayer is such a powerful tool the body has, and it 

is especially powerful when two or more come together as we read in Matthew 18 

“Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done 

for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

there am I among them.”  I am going to be in the Chapel each Sunday from 9-9:20am. 

I would love to have you join me in prayer for specific church needs, leadership, 

ministry, personal needs, ect. I hope you will join. Let’s cover our church in prayer! 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

RENOVATION Q&A 

On Sunday, January 15th after worship, you are 
encouraged to attend an informational meeting, 
hosted by the renovation committee, to educate you 
on costs and answer any further questions you might 
have regarding the potential project. This invitation is 
extended to members and visitors alike. Committee 
members include: John Vehre, Craig Leland, Wes 
Jetter, Jan Roestamadji, and Paige Ervin. *Check your 
mailboxes as a letter from the committee will be 
arriving soon. This letter may also be found online 
alongside the renderings for the potential renovation 
at: www.greenvillepres.org/resources/renovation 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 
January 22, 2023, following worship. We encourage 
you to attend the Q&A mentioned above to prepare 
for the vote to take place at this meeting. The 2022 
Annual Report will be available by January 13, via 
email, for those who would like to read over the 
report before we meet. (Last month’s newsletter 
stated that a meal would follow this meeting, but 
there will no longer be a meal after.) 

FPC KIDS & STUDENTS 

Children’s Church is back! Beginning January 8th, all 
elementary students will be released during worship 
again for their own teaching time downstairs. Youth 
group is also back! All teens are encouraged to 
attend. Meetings will take place the third Sunday 
every month from 3:00-5:00pm at the church.  

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

If you are interested in sharing your musical gifts 

during our time of tithes and offerings, you may now 

sign-up online to do so. Sign-ups must be at least 

one week in advance so confirmations can be given, 

and song selections may be reviewed.  

GROW OPPORTUNITIES 

SMALL GROUPS 

Our small group vision for this year is to help one 

another prioritize the story of redemption in our lives. 

We currently have four different small groups up and 

running. If you are interested in growing in your faith 

through this ministry, contact us in the office today! 

MEN’S ISI BREAKFAST  

The men will meet again on Saturday, January 7th at 

8:00am. They will continue to study “The New Man” 

together. The men will now meet at Double M Diner 

and pay for their own meals. Please contact Augie 

Roestamadji (906-523-4459) for more details. 

WOMEN’S STUDY  

The women will meet again on Saturday, January 14th 

at 8:30am in the church parlor. They will continue to 

study John Eldredge’s book “Get Your Life Back.” A 

light breakfast is provided. Please contact Jan 

Roestamadji (937-692-6404) for more details. 

PASTOR’S STUDY  

The Pastor’s Study is on a break and will continue in I 

Kings after Easter. It will resume study the same day 

and time; Wednesdays at 10:30am.  
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PRAYER  

_____________________________________________________________ 

Please continue to pray for the following individuals: 

Margaret Hayes, Jack & Gloria Horner, Chris Mumaw, 

Terri Fryman, Russ & Phyllis Royer, Phyllis Trittschuh, 

Betty Small and Sandra Brawley.  

Tish Shepherd— as she is recovering from an intensive 

surgery. She plans to lead worship for us again at the 

end of the month or beginning of next. 

Kay Fields— Ryan Fields’ mother, as she has been in and 

out of hospitals in the past month with different heart 

attacks and episodes. Please also continue to pray for 

Ryan and Bevin as they navigate this difficult time. 

Barb Fletcher— as she is recovering from a long list of 

injuries after a car accident last month. Barb has a long 

road of recovery ahead of her. Please also pray for Dick 

Brown as he continues to visit her and help her through. 

Caldwell Family— as they mourn and remember Mary 

Ann. Mary Ann went home to be with the Lord Nov. 25. 

Linda Stoltz— as she has an upcoming shoulder surgery. 

Dale Dickerson— as he suffered from a stroke recently. 

Anna Lee and Dale thank you for your prayers and 

support. They said Dale is getting a little stronger each 

day and ask that you please continue to pray for his 

healing and his spirits. 

 

 

 FPC LIFE  
HARE GRANDSON  

Congratulations to Brad and Becky 
Hare on the addition of their new 
grandson, Henry Oliver Hare. Henry 
was born to parents, AJ and Lauren 
Hare on Wednesday, December 7th 
weighing in at 7 lbs. 9 oz. A blue 
carnation was on the altar Sunday, 
December 18th to celebrate.  

LIGHT GRANDSON  

Congratulations to Marilyn Light on 
the addition of her new grandson as 
well! Calvin John Light was born to 
parents, Mark and Erika Light on 
Friday, December 23rd weighing in at 
8 lbs. 1 oz. A blue carnation will be on 
the altar on Sunday, January 1st. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

You are invited to join Augie and Jan 
Roestamadji at the Coffee Pot from 
12-2:00pm on Sunday, January 15th to 
celebrate Jan’s 65th birthday! 
Chocolate cake and coffee will be 
provided. (No gifts needed.) 

ADVENT THANK YOUS 

Thank you, Dick Brown, for opening 
your home to us to gather for our 
annual Christmas party. Thank you to 
the Deacons, especially Kelsey Ervin 
and Charlene Thornhill, for the 
beautiful decorations around the 
church again this year. Thank you, 
too, to all of you who participated in 
our Christmas Eve service. It was a 
lovely evening to worship together! 

FPC KIDS 

SPECIAL 

By Sienna Gilman 

Look to hear from 

another one of our FPC 

Kids next month! 

This year has definitely been the best year of my life (so far). One of my best 

memories would probably be the Christmas Lock-In. Boy was that fun. We 

played tons of games like spoons, capture the flag, manhunt, grog, and apples 

to apples. But my favorite game would probably be spoons or manhunt. No one 

was able to find me, Kara, Maleah and Laynie in Manhunt. The Lock-In was 

definitely a fun experience and I would love to do it again! Even though it was 

hard to function the next morning, it was worth it. We even had a Bible study 

which was pretty fun as well. Although I’m not ready for the year to be over, I’m 

sure next year will be just as fun (maybe even more)! 
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First Presbyterian Church of Greenville Ohio 

Minutes of the Session of 

November 17, 2022 

 

 

I. Opening 

 

A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 

The November 2022 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Greenville was 

called to order on November 17, 2022, at 7 PM by Pastor Andrew Gilman. Pastor Gilman opening 

the meeting with prayer. 

 

Members Present: Wes Jetter, Don Lockhart, Peter Haviza, Helen Miller and Randy Tester. (5)  

 

Members Absent: Pam Bowman  

 

Guests Ryan and Bevin Fields 

 

Approval of Agenda Randy Tester motioned to approve the docket seconded by Don Lockhart.  The 

motion passed 5-0. 

 

Approval of Minutes Helen Miller motioned to approve the October 2022 minutes which was 

seconded by Helen Miller.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

 

 

II. Agenda Items 

 

Testimony of the Fields family Several minutes were devoted to hearing the faith testimony of Ryan 

and Bevin Fields. The session then posed a few questions to the family.  After these questions were 

answered Wes Jetter motioned to accept the family into church membership. This was seconded by Peter 

Haviza and passed 5-0 

 

FYI on Committee Restructuring  Andrew Gilman outlined a possible restructuring of Session 

committees. This proposal would retain Finance, Trust, Building and Nominating in their current form, 

while having the session as a whole act on Parish Life, Education, Missions, and Worship.  No vote was 

made on this at this time. 

 

Membership Rolls  Membership status was reviewed by the session at tonight’s meeting. After 

reviewing, a motion was made to remove 6 members from the rolls. This motion was made by Peter 

Haviza and was seconded by Randy Tester. The motion passed 5-0. Letters will also be sent out again to 

inactive members to ascertain if they wish to continue their church membership. 

 

Building Use Requests  Andrew Gilman presented two requests for building use. Wesley Fenton with 

the Miami Valley Dance Council would like to use our social hall for weekly square dancing. This 

would take place from 6-9:30 on a weekday night to be specified. Andrew also proposed a $50.00 

weekly fee for this group. Wes Jetter motioned to accept this proposal seconded by Helen Miller and the 

motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mark Howell with Darke Cloud Solutions would also like to use the social hall for 4-6 small business 

meetings to take place from 2-4 PM on Wednesdays. Mark is also a member of our church and no fees  
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would be levied. Wes Jetter motioned to accept the request, which was seconded by Peter Haviza and 

passed 5-0. 

 

Annual Congregation Meeting  It is time for another meeting and Andrew proposed the date of 

January 22, 2023 to conduct this meeting. Randy Tester motioned to use this date, seconded by Don 

Lockhart and passing 5-0. 

 

Pastor’s Report  Andrew Gilman submitted his usual written report. Nothing out of the ordinary was on 

it and Don Lockhart motioned to accept the report.  The motion was seconded by Wes Jetter and passed 

5-0. 

 

Deacon’s Report The Deacons also submitted a written report for October.  After briefly reviewing it, 

Don Lockhart motioned to accept the report. It was seconded by Peter Haviza and the motion passed 5-

0. 

 

 

 

III. Closing 

 

Prayer. A closing prayer was made by Randy Tester. 

 

Adjournment. Helen Miller motioned to adjourn, which was seconded by Wes Jetter, passing 5-0.  

 

 

 

   

John Vehre     Andrew Gilman 

   

 

Clerk of Session    Moderator of Session 

 

 
 

  

OFFICER & STAFF MEETINGS THIS MONTH 

DEACONS NO MEETING UNTIL FEBRUARY N/A 

SESSION THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2023 7:00PM 

STAFF WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2023 12:15PM 
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THE LORD IS DOING A NEW THING (CONT.)
 

How are we going to be a part of God’s new work 

in and through our church here in Greenville Ohio 

in the year 2023? That is a great question to ask 

ourselves at the beginning of this year. We will be 

building on some positive ministries that have 

begun over the past 2 years (during the Covid-

era).  

Some of the outreach ministries we seek to utilize 

to meet people with Christ’s love are as follows. 

We will continue our BFB outreach dinners. These 

will begin in October of this year. After many 

years without a youth ministry, we are happy that 

God has brought teens into our midst. We are 

sending them on a mission trip this coming June. 

The (food-bank can drive) was a big success and 

we plan on doing that once more along with our 

Christmas box ministry and dinner which was a 

huge success as well. We will once again have a 

presence at the Dark County Fair and we hope we 

can build on our engagement of the attendees in 

that venue as well. The children’s outreach 

ministries of VBS and The Festival of the Risen 

King are also slated to take place this spring and 

summer.  

With all of this activity happening and resources 

going toward meeting our neighbors, we hope 

you will participate in as many of these outreach 

events as you can. You may be encouraged to 

know that your participation and support in 2022 

has seen the church’s weekly attendance increase 

from approximately 55 people per week to 70 

people per week. This is a blessing that God is 

bringing people our way. I believe God does this 

so that we could be the light and love of Christ to 

them all.  

Perhaps the most exciting prospect will be the 

potential for an upgrade of our facilities. The 

current facility has served the congregation for 

over 130 years. The addition of the Narthex and 

the classroom areas at the other end of the 

building have served us well for about 37 years. 

That being said, the current congregation has 

inherited a magnificent place to pray and sing and 

study and fellowship with one another. This is a 

blessing that we want to work hard to pass on to  

 

the next generation and beyond. Be on the 

lookout for communication and discussion 

regarding this project with your leadership, the 

elders and the committee for renovation.  

Some key dates to look for are Sunday January 

15th after church and Sunday January 22nd after 

church. These dates will have a great deal of 

information and an opportunity to ask questions 

of the committee. Please be in prayer over these 

important dates and ministries in the coming 

weeks and months.  

As we said before, the Lord is faithful to His 

people. They were facing great difficulty outside 

of their land. We too, as the church, are facing 

tumultuous times in our nation. These challenges 

dome in the form of cultural shifts, economic 

pressures, and the residual effects of a 2 year 

pandemic. Through all of this we know God is 

faithful.  

The people of God in Isaiah’s day were also 

struggling in their faith to trust and obey the Lord. 

This is perhaps the most important item we must 

be careful to address. As God’s people in this 

time, we must hold fast to the teaching of the 

Bible and put our faith in God’s promises to us. He 

is doing many great and new things among us 

and He is faithful to bring us through the hard 

times of our current context. As the Bible says, let 

us walk by faith rather than by what we see with 

our eyes alone.  

The kingdom of God is going forward from this 

church. We are preaching the gospel from God’s 

Word. We are loving one another. We are 

faithfully gathering to express our worship to God. 

We are expending our resources faithfully to 

reach the lost with the gospel. In all these ways 

you are an important part of what God is doing. 

Your prayers, your consistent participation and 

service and your giving is glorifying God and 

furthering the gospel in Greenville Ohio.  

As your pastor, my family and I are very pleased to 

be with you on this journey and we look forward 

to many wonderful times together this year. 
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CONFIRMATION CROSSWORD 

All our confirmands last summer created their own crossword puzzle over a specific topic covered in class. 

All the puzzles were on display Sunday, September 18th during their reception after worship. Below is Jillian 

Mumaw’s crossword puzzle covering Jesus’ Disciples. Check out next month’s newsletter to see another 

student’s puzzle. 
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 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

114 EAST FOURTH STREET 

GREENVILLE, OH 45331 

 

PHONE: (937)548-3188 

FAX: (937)548-0152 

EMAIL: INFO@GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

      

                

 

 

 
 
 
 

LIVE THE 

Story of Redemption 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

      COME           GROW     BECOME 


