
        PAGE 1 
 

 

F P C  N E W S   
A NEWSLETTER FOR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   
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A TURNAROUND CHURCH 

BY PASTOR ANDREW GILMAN 

The 2023 calendar year is an exciting one for our church. We are 

moving forward with an overall effort to see our church turnaround 

after years of decline. The landscape of Christianity across our 

country is often characterized by struggle or decline. Many churches 

are seeing weekly attendance shrink. There are many churches 

seeking to remain viable through mergers with other congregations 

and sadly some church congregations are dying out altogether.  

Despite these statistical challenges there is a spiritual perspective 

that we must embrace if we are to experience revitalization as a 

church here in Greenville Ohio, 2023. The Bible tells us that the 

“harvest is plentiful” (Matthew 9:35-28). And if you are familiar with 

that phrase then you know how it ends; “but the workers are few”.  

You, the congregation of FPC, are the few referenced by Matthew’s 

gospel. (Continued on page 8) 

 KEY DATES  

 

FEBRUARY 12 

Communion 

 

FEBRUARY 21 

Fat Tuesday Youth Fundraiser 

with Variety Show 

FEBRUARY 22 

Ash Wednesday Worship 

MARCH 5 

Bowling @McBo’s 
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DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 

THE WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q. 46. How was Christ humiliated? 

A. For our sakes, Christ emptied himself of his own glory 
and took on the form of a servant, and so was humiliated 
in all the poor circumstances involving his conception 
and birth, life on earth, death, and after his death until he 
was resurrected.1 

1. Phil 2.6-8, Lk 1.31, 2 Cor 8.9, Acts 2.24, Gal 4.4. 
 

Q. 47. How did Christ humble himself in his 
conception and birth? 

A. Christ humbled himself in his conception and birth in 
that being from all eternity the Son of God in the bosom 
of the Father, it pleased him in the fullness of time to 
become the son of man, born of a woman from a poor 
family and into conditions that were even worse than 
ordinary.1 

1. Jn 1.14,18, Gal 4.4, Lk 2.7, Phil 2.6-8, 2 Cor 8.9.  
 

 READING PLAN 
 

WEEK 1 |  FEBRUARY 1-3 

 Proverbs 11, Job 11 

 Proverbs 12, Job 12 

 Proverbs 13, Job 13 

WEEK 2 |  FEBRUARY 6-10  

 Proverbs 14, Job 14 

 Proverbs 15, Job 15 

 Proverbs 16, Job 16 

 Proverbs 17, Job 17 

 Proverbs 18, Job 18 

WEEK 3 |  FEBRUARY 13-17 

 Proverbs 19, Job 19 

 Proverbs 20, Job 20 

 Proverbs 21, Job 21 

 Proverbs 22, Job 22 

 Proverbs 23, Job 23 

WEEK 4 |  FEBRUARY 20-24 

 Proverbs 24, Job 24 

 Proverbs 25, Job 25 

 Proverbs 26, Job 26 

 Proverbs 27, Job 27 

 Proverbs 28, Job 28 

WEEK 5 |  FEBRUARY 27-28 

 Proverbs 29, Job 29 

 Proverbs 30, Job 30 

YOUR 

MONTHLY 

MEMORY 

VERSE 

JOSHUA 1:8-9 

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 

day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For 

then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have I 

not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not 

be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

02/03 Ruth Gilmore 

02/04 Lilly Hayes 

Suzi Fischer 

02/05 Ally Hayes 

Kenny Turner 

02/06 Janelle Koverman 

02/07 Margaret Hayes 

02/09 Anna Lee Dickerson 

02/17 Kelsey Ervin 

02/21 Betty Grooms 

02/22 Ethan Henry 

02/23 George Luce 

02/24 Alex Vehre 

02/25 Betty Small 

02/27 Gloria Boltin 

Don Boyer 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

02/09 Donn & Charlene Thornhill 

02/20 John & Leslie Greendyke 

EVENTS 

 

EVENT:           Bowling Party 

DATE:             Sunday, March 5th  

TIME:              3:30-5:30pm 

LOCATION:  McBo’s Lanes 

                        498 W Main St 

                        Versailles, OH 

DETAILS: Cost is $15 per adult. This 

includes 2 hours of bowling, shoe rental, 

pizza, and drinks. Pizza will be served about 

halfway through bowling. Kids will bowl 

and eat free during this event. Monies 

should be paid to the church directly and 

not McBo’s. Sign-ups will be available soon! 
 

----------------------------------------------- 

 

EVENT:           Fat Tuesday 

DATE:             Tuesday, February 21st  

TIME:              5:30pm 

LOCATION:  Social Hall 

DETAILS: See page 9 for more details! 



        PAGE 4 
 

RENOVATION 

COMMITTEE 

UPDATE 

By Paige Ervin 

FUNDRAISING PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 

On behalf on the committee, we would like to thank everyone who attended our 

Q&A time on January 15th. We trust that time was well spent, as the motion to move 

forward with the project, as planned, passed a week later at the annual meeting. 

Craig Leland is heading up our fundraising campaign for the project. $95,000 has 

already been pledged as of the annual meeting. We must raise $176,000 in pledges 

before the project may begin. Letters with pledge cards will be arriving in your 

mailboxes in the coming weeks. As always, we thank you for the continued support. 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Mark your calendars now and join us for our Ash 
Wednesday worship service on Wednesday, 
February 22nd at 7:00pm. This service begins the 
season of Lent every year. Come worship with us! 

MISSION TRIP SUMMER 2023 

You’re invited to join some of our Confirmation 
students in Niagara Falls next summer for a mission 
trip. The group will leave on Sunday, June 4th and 
return on Friday, June 9th. Write “Mission Trip” on a 
connect card today if you would like to know more 
about this opportunity to serve. 

FPC STUDENTS 

Youth group is also back! All teens are encouraged 
to attend. Meetings will take place the first and third 
Sundays in February from 3:00-5:00pm at the church. 
Starting in March, they will meet every week.  

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

If you are interested in sharing your musical gifts 

during our time of tithes and offerings, you may now 

sign-up online to do so. Sign-ups must be at least 

one week in advance so confirmations can be given, 

and song selections may be reviewed.  

SURPRISE PARTY 

Brandon Ervin would like to invite you all to attend a 

SURPRISE party for Kelsey Ervin on her birthday, 

Friday, February 17th. The party will be held in the 

social hall and will be a game night theme, Kelsey’s 

favorite! Doors will open at 6:30pm with plans for 

Kelsey to arrive around 7:00pm. Snacks and drinks 

will be provided. Kelsey loves notes from people she 

loves. Please consider bringing a note with you that 

night or giving it to Paige Ervin in the office prior. 

* Don’t forget—Shhhhh! It’s a surprise! * 

GROW OPPORTUNITIES 

SMALL GROUPS 

Our small group vision for this year is to help one 

another prioritize the story of redemption in our lives. 

We currently have four different small groups up and 

running. If you are interested in growing in your faith 

through this ministry, contact us in the office today! 

MEN’S ISI BREAKFAST  

The men will meet again on Saturday, February 4th at 

8:00am. They will continue to study “The New Man” 

together. The men will now meet at Double M Diner 

and pay for their own meals. Please contact Augie 

Roestamadji (906-523-4459) for more details. 

WOMEN’S STUDY  

The women will meet again on Saturday, February 

11th at 8:30am in the church parlor. They will continue 

to study John Eldredge’s book “Get Your Life Back.” 

A light breakfast is provided. Please contact Jan 

Roestamadji (937-692-6404) for more details. 

PASTOR’S STUDY  

The Pastor’s Study is on a break and will continue in I 

Kings after Easter. It will resume study the same day 

and time; Wednesdays at 10:30am.  
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PRAYER  

_____________________________________________________________ 

Please continue to pray for the following individuals: 

Margaret Hayes, Jack & Gloria Horner, Chris Mumaw, 

Russ & Phyllis Royer, Phyllis Trittschuh, Betty Small and 

Sandra Brawley.  

Terri Fryman— as she tested positive for Covid last 

month and is still recovering from that sickness. 

Kay Fields— Ryan Fields’ mother, as she has been in and 

out of the hospital again. Please continue to pray for 

Ryan and Bevin as they navigate this difficult time. 

Barb Fletcher— as she continues to recover from her car 

accident. Please also pray for Dick Brown as he continues 

to visit her and help her through this tough time. 

Sherry Scott— a dear friend of the van der Walt family, as 

she is battling cancer and currently in hospice care. 

Didi Howell— as she is pregnant again! Please pray that 

God would continue to keep both Didi and the baby 

healthy throughout the pregnancy. Pray for Mark, and 

the kids too as they anticipate the arrival of new life! 

Dale Dickerson— as he continues to recover from his 

stroke. Please also pray for Anna Lee as she has been 

picking up more responsibilities as home to help Dale. 

 

 

 FPC LIFE  
NEW MEMBERS 

Congratulations to Ryan and Bevin 

Fields for taking vows in front of the 

congregation and becoming our 

newest members on Sunday, January 

29th. Welcome to the FPC family! We 

look forward to living out the Story of 

Redemption alongside you both. 

TIM & KATHY THANK YOU  

Thank you so much for your generous 
gift of $750 toward our ministry with 
Background Partners. You have been 
so faithful over the years of partnering 
with us to take God’s light and life to 
the dark (spiritually), remote and 
hard-to-reach places around the 
world. We really appreciate you. We 
hope your Christmas season was a 
blessed one-filled with special 
moments for each of you. We enjoyed 
having the kids home, but 
unfortunately Megan couldn’t make it 
due to a recent concussion just says 
before (a five-car accident by a drunk 
driver). We pray God’s abundant 
blessings over your congregation and 
each one of you. Thank you for being 
such a blessing to our family and 
those we meet. Happy New Year!  

NICK & KEYNA THANK YOU  

Thanks so much for the gift you sent 
for our ministry. We appreciate your 
heart to partner with us to reach 
others with the gospel. God is 
transforming lives on campus all over 
the US! Thank for your help in making 
this ministry possible!  

FPC KIDS 

SPECIAL 

*Look to hear from 

another one of our FPC 

Kids next month!* 

Dear Church Family, 

We just wanted to take a minute to share with you how much we enjoyed the 

youth group at the church.  We enjoyed learning more about the Bible with 

Justin.  We also enjoyed getting to know some new kids while playing some 

games together. Thanks for getting the youth group back up and running again. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Jillian and Jocelyn Mumaw 
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First Presbyterian Church of Greenville Ohio 

Minutes of the Session of 

December 8, 2022 

 

I. Opening 

 

A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 

The December 2022 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Greenville was 

called to order on December 8, 2022, at 7 PM at First Presbyterian Church by Pastor Andrew 

Gilman. Pastor Gilman opening the meeting with prayer. 

 

Members Present: Wes Jetter, Don Lockhart, Peter Haviza, Helen Miller, Pam Bowman, and Randy 

Tester. (6) 

 

Members Absent:  None 

 

Guests Don Stevenson, Dustin Nealeigh, Jan Roestamadji, and Paige Ervin. 

 

Approval of Agenda Peter Haviza motioned to approve the agenda seconded by Helen Miller.  The 

motion passed 6-0. 

 

Approval of Minutes Pam Bowman motioned to approve the November 2022 minutes which was 

seconded by Helen Miller. The motion passed 6-0. 

 

 

II. Agenda Items 

 

Visitors participation in Nealeigh presentation Wes Jetter motioned to allow our visitors to participate 

in the presentation and question and answer session with Dustin Nealeigh. Randy Tester seconded the 

motion and it passed 6-0. 

 

Nealeigh Presentation from Bruns Construction Dustin Nealeigh gave a presentation on the costs of 

the renovation project that the church is considering as well as showing drawings. He also fielded 

questions from the session and guests related to the construction project. His proposal also indicated that 

the costs for the entire project that he was presenting will be $583,000. 

 

Adding Construction project proposal to congregation meeting agenda. After Dustin’s presentation, 

Randy Tester motioned to bring the project to the congregation at the next Congregational meeting on 

January 22, 2023.  This presentation is subject to having 1/3 of the project funded by pledges prior to the 

commencement of the project and also will require that the congregation approve the project by a 

supermajority of 2/3.  The motion also included that the scope of the project to be presented to the 

congregation is the full proposal submitted by Dustin for $583,000.  This motion passed by a margin of 

6-0. 

 

Financial Report Don Stevenson presented the financial report.  Highlights included his mentioning 

that giving is down $13,000 compared to last year, $2,500 was spent on a plaque, $422.00 went toward 

copier expenses and Brewers (Missionaries) received $250.00.  Other costs mentioned included special 

offering for Christmas Boxes at $910.00, Roof Repair for $525.00 and $153.44 related to the retreat.  

Pam Bowman motioned to accept this report, seconded by Randy Tester, and passed by a margin of 6-0. 

 

Design Outreach Wes Jetter presented information on supporting Design Outreach, which is a 
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benevolent engineering organization that installs wells and pumps in Africa and other third-world 

countries.  The session had earlier voted to suspend financial support in order to review a few issues.  

After reviewing these issues, Wes Jetter recommends that we restore this support at $1,800 a year.  His 

motion was seconded by Don Stevenson and passed 6-0. 

 

Personnel Personnel are doing well, Lori keeping church clean, Justin acting well as sexton. Suzi term 

for paid music coordinator ends at the end of 2022. She may continue on a voluntary basis. 

 

Pastor’s Report Andrew Gilman submitted his usual written report. Nothing out of the ordinary was on 

it and Pam Bowman motioned to accept the report. The motion was seconded by Helen Miller and 

passed 6-0. 

 

Presbytery Meeting College Corner will be hosting the next presbytery meeting and John Vehre and 

Wes Jetter indicated that they would go along with Andrew to this meeting on February 11 and 12.  

Session moved to approve their representation at this meeting with 5 voting for and 1 abstaining. 

 

Deacon’s Report No written deacon’s report was submitted this month. 

 

 

III. Closing 

 

Prayer. A closing prayer was made by Pam Bowman. 

 

Adjournment. Pam Bowman motioned to adjourn, which was seconded by Don Lockhart, passing by a 

margin of 6-0.  

 

   

 

John Vehre     Andrew Gilman 

   

 

 

Clerk of Session    Moderator of Session 

 

 
 

  

OFFICER & STAFF MEETINGS THIS MONTH 

DEACONS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2023 7:00PM 

SESSION THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2023 7:00PM 

STAFF WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2023 12:15PM 
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A TURNAROUND CHURCH (CONT.)
 

You are the ones who will take the story of 

redemption to your friends and families. The 

process of spiritual renewal and revitalization of a 

congregation is not a step-by-step plug and play 

that is easily discerned or implemented. However, 

we can say that God uses people and the actions 

of His people in turning churches around. God 

wants to use you and your gifts this year to grow 

His kingdom purposes here in Greenville, Ohio 

this year.  

In our sermon series we are studying the book of 

Joshua. He was a leader of hope that God used to 

bring His people forward in their mission and 

God’s goals of establishing a kingdom. We are 

looking at a new era, just as the people of God in 

Joshua’s day were looking forward to crossing the 

Jordan to do the hard work of battling to establish 

God’s Kingdom.  

It is fearful for some to go forward into places that 

will challenge us as a congregation. But we must 

be reminded of God’s promises, His precepts, 

and His presence. We have hope that God will do 

what He promised. We have confidence that we 

are standing on and obeying God’s Word. We 

have tremendous joy knowing that God Is with us 

as we go.  

The invitation to each member and visitor of our 

church is to a life of discipleship, following Jesus 

Christ. This discipleship is not a form of self-help 

or self-improvement. Rather, it is a call that goes 

forward to every Christian to live ‘on mission’. On 

mission means that we are obeying and pursuing 

the lost as Jesus commanded us to do when He 

addressed his followers in “The Great 

Commission”.  

The current ministries of our church consist of 

places where you (the congregant or visitor) can  

plug in to grow in grace and your understanding 

of God’s call on your life. Sunday morning worship 

is a great place where you can invite your friends 

or family to join us. They will always here a gospel 

centered message based on God’s Word. They 

will hopefully experience worship that is well  

 

done in the styles of traditional hymnody as well 

as contemporary worship music.  

We will be serving the community with certain 

outreach ministries this year as well. We will reach 

families through VBS and BFB dinners. These 

ministries are intended to be windows or 

gateways to link us or introduce ourselves to 

families looking for a church home or who may 

not even know the Lord yet. Please be in prayer 

for the planning and execution of these outreach 

events.  

Our youth are going on a trip to Niagara Falls and 

they will be hosting some fundraisers to help get 

them there. They will be serving in the community 

and learning valuable lessons about their faith as 

they do it. We are meeting new families through 

these enthusiastic young people also.  

In all of these ways we are seeing a ‘turnaround’ in 

our church. We are hopeful that each of you in our 

church will begin to pray and understand how it is 

that God is calling you to participate in this 

‘turnaround’. God wants to reach people through 

you and your gifts.  

Let’s invest in our church by consistently attending 

Sunday services, participating in a small group or 

Bible study group, supporting and serving in 

other areas of our ministry and by constant prayer. 

God is preparing each of you for a good work that 

he prepared in advance for you to do (Ephesians 

2:10). God is good and He has good plans for our 

church in 2023.  
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FAT TUESDAY DETAILS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You’re invited to join the FPC youth for dinner and a show! Help send our kids on a mission trip this summer 

by participating in or attending this fundraiser. Dinner for the evening will be prepared by the youth and 

feature authentic Cajun cuisine. Dinner will be served at 5:30pm.  

Following dinner, we will enjoy an evening full of entertainment as the Fat Tuesday Variety Show is back! Do 

you sing? Act? Make jokes? Play an instrument? Have a unique talent? Just want to have fun? Sign-up! 

Online sign-ups close Sunday, February 5th! For all the acts signed-up, we will plan to do a run through after 

church on Sunday, February 12th. If you are unable to attend, please let Paige Ervin know and another time 

will be arranged. 

Check out the next page to see memories from an FPC Fat Tuesday in the early 2000s! Please sign-up in the 

church narthex if you plan to attend so we know how much food to prepare!  
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FAT TUESDAY BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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CONFIRMATION CROSSWORD 

All our confirmands last summer created their own crossword puzzle over a specific topic covered in class. 

All the puzzles were on display Sunday, September 18th during their reception after worship. Below is 

Maleah Hines’ crossword puzzle covering The Beatitudes. Check out next month’s newsletter to see another 

student’s puzzle. 
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 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

114 EAST FOURTH STREET 

GREENVILLE, OH 45331 

 

PHONE: (937)548-3188 

FAX: (937)548-0152 

EMAIL: INFO@GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

      

                

 

 

 
 
 
 

LIVE THE 

Story of Redemption 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

      COME           GROW     BECOME 


