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F P C  N E W S   
A NEWSLETTER FOR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

 

 
FEBRUARY / 2021 / ISSUE 1  

   

OUR HISTORY & HERITAGE  
By Pastor Andrew Gilman  

Last year we spent time looking at the 7 essentials of our 
denomination, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church. This year I 
would like to help us get more familiar with some of our history and 
our heritage. Heritage is not history: it is not what happened in the 
past but what has survived from the past. These survivals include 
'intangibles' such as custom and belief, but 'heritage' in this context 
more commonly refers to tangible evidence, for example, 
prayerbooks and church buildings and theological teaching that we 
hold to dating back to the 17th century. In Os Guinness’ book, No 
God But God, one of the charges he levels against American 
evangelicals is that they suffer from historical amnesia. “Like Rip Van 
Winkle’s return from sleep, they act as if there were no jump from 
the last chapter of the book of Revelation to the first pages of the 
story of modern times.” I hope this series on the history of our 
church and Presbyterianism more broadly will help keep us 
tethered to the one true gospel of Jesus Christ. (continued pg. 8) 

 KEY DATES  

 

FEBRUARY 7  

Annual Meeting  

FEBRUARY 17  

Ash Wednesday 

MARCH 14  

Bowling Party 

MARCH 21 

Deacon Fundraiser 



        PAGE 2 
 

DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 

THE WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM 

Q. 1. What is the primary and highest purpose of human 

beings? 

A. The primary and highest purpose of human beings is 

to glorify God1 and to enjoy him completely forever.2 

1. Rom 11.36, 1 Cor 10.31. 

2. Ps 73.24-28, Jn 17.21-24. 

___________________________________________________ 

Q. 2. What evidence is there for God? 

A. Our internal, natural understanding along with the 

external evidence of God’s works plainly indicates that 

there is a God.1 However, salvation only comes through 

God’s revelation of himself in his word and Spirit.2 

1. Rom 1.19-20, Ps 19.1-4, Acts 17.28. 

2. 1 Cor 1.21, 2.9-10, 2 Tm 3.15-17, Is 59.21.  

 READING PLAN 
WEEK 1 |  FEBRUARY 1-5 

 Exodus 1-3; Galatians 5 

 Exodus 4-6; Galatians 6 

 Exodus 7-9; Psalm 105; Ephesians 1 

 Exodus 10-12; Ephesians 2 

 Exodus 13-15; Psalm 114; Ephesians 3 

WEEK 2 |  FEBRUARY 8-12 

 Exodus 16-18; Ephesians 4 

 Exodus 19-21; Psalm 33; Ephesians 5 

 Exodus 22-24; Psalm 109; Ephesians 6 

 Exodus 25-27; Psalm 90; Philippians 1 

 Exodus 28-31; Philippians 2 

WEEK 3 |  FEBRUARY 15-19 

 Exodus 32-34; Philippians 3 

 Exodus 35-37; Psalm 26; Philippians 4 

 Exodus 38-40; Hebrews 1 

 Leviticus 1-3; Psalm 27; Hebrews 2 

 Leviticus 4-7; Hebrews 3 

WEEK 4 |  FEBRUARY 22-26 

 Leviticus 8-11; Psalm 110; Hebrews 4 

 Leviticus 12-14; Psalm 111; Hebrews 5 

 Leviticus 15-18; Psalm 31; Hebrews 6 

 Leviticus 19-20; Hebrews 7 

 Leviticus 21-23; Hebrews 8 

YOUR 

MONTHLY 

MEMORY 

VERSE 

MATTHEW 28:18-20 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” 
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BIRTHDAYS 

02/04 Lilly Hayes, Suzi Fischer 

02/05 Ally Hayes 

02/07 Margaret Hayes 

02/08 Linda Rehmert 

02/09 Anna Lee Dickerson 

02/14 Alex Rehmert 

02/16 Josh Keyser Sr. 

02/17 Kelsey Ervin 

02/20 Matthew Boltin 

02/21 Betty Grooms, Josh Keyser Jr. 

02/22 Ethan Henry 

02/23 George Luce, Chloe McKinney, A.J. Hare 

02/24 Alex Vehre 

02/25 Betty Small 

02/27 Gloria Boltin, Don Boyer 

 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

02/09 Donn & Charlene Thornhill 

02/20 John & Leslie Greendyke 

EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENT:           BOWLING PARTY 

DATE:             SUNDAY, MARCH 14TH 

TIME:              1-3PM 

LOCATION:  MCBO’S LANES 

                        498 W MAIN ST 

                        VERSAILLES, OH 

DETAILS: Cost is $10 per adult. This 

includes 2 hours of bowling, shoe 

rental, pizza, and drinks. Pizza will be 

served while bowling. Kids will bowl 

and eat free during this event. Monies 

should be paid to the church directly 

and not McBo’s. 

Please RSVP in the Narthex at the 

Sign-Up Center today or on your 

Connect Card during Sunday 

morning worship. RSVP’s are required 

by Sunday, March 7th! 
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DIRECTOR 

OF MINISTRY 

OPERATIONS 

UPDATE 

By Paige Ervin 

We had our first social event of 2021 on Sunday, January 24th and it was a 

success! In the age of Covid, we were not sure how many would stick 

around but we ended up with over 25 people attending! We enjoyed 

Marco’s pizza before diving into some fun games. The kids enjoyed 

inflatable bowling and GIANT Connect Four among other games they 

invented for the day. The adults played Throw Throw Burrito, Blokus, 

Scotland Yard, Yahtzee, Super Mario UNO, Cards Against Humanity: Family 

Edition and more! We are excited for this event to continue in future years! 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Members of First Presbyterian Church are invited to 

join us on Sunday, February 7, 2021 for our Annual 

Meeting. The 2020 Annual Report in its entirety is 

now available to view online prior to the meeting 

(www.greenvillepres.org). We will hand out hard 

copies before the meeting around 11:45am with the 

meeting beginning promptly at 12:00pm. We will 

livestream the meeting so those at home can see and 

hear the discussion. However, only those attending 

in-person will be able to vote according to the Book 

of Order. We need 20 members present to hold the 

meeting and hope to see you there!  

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Our Ash Wednesday service will be held at 7:00pm 

on Wednesday, February 17, 2021. All are welcome 

to attend. Communion will take place during this 

service of worship. (There will be no meal before.) 

LENTEN SERVICES 

The noon Lenten services typically held across the 

street at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church will not be 

happening this year. A decision has yet to be made 

about the Stations of the Cross event that is usually 

held on Good Friday. We will update you when we 

hear word.   

ORDINATION & INSTALLATION 

The congregation will vote on the new class of Elders 

and Deacons during the Annual Meeting. We will 

hold ordination/installation for the new officers on 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 during worship. Please 

plan to attend.  

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

CARING COOKS 

Caring Cooks delivers meals to families in need, and 

we can never have too many cooks. We are always 

looking to add more cooks to our call list. 

CARING CARDS 

There is always a need for a card. Please spend time 

looking over our board in the Narthex dedicated to 

this ministry and sign a card for us to send out today. 

TECH TEAM 

The recent upgrades to the booth have made it 

easier than ever to be a part of our Tech Team. We 

need people to run the livestream/recording, sound 

board, and slides.  

HOSPITALITY 

As we continue to transition back to normal with 

church operations, we will be looking for greeters 

and coffee hour hosts.  

 

http://www.greenvillepres.org/
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PRAYER 
ARE YOU RECEIVING PRAYER CHAIN UPDATES? 

SEND US AN EMAIL TO GET ADDED TODAY! 

_____________________________________________________________ 

BE IN PRAYER FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

LOCAL 

Please be praying for our local small businesses who are still 

struggling because of COVID-19. 

NATIONAL 

Please pray for our frontline workers who are still serving us 

tirelessly during this pandemic. 

GLOBAL 

Please pray that people around the world would turn to God 

during this time of need. 

 

 FPC LIFE 
THANK YOU 

The Deacon’s would like to thank 

everybody for their support during 

their Bakeless Bake Sale Fundraiser at 

the end of last year. It was very 

successful and a safer alternative to 

their Annual Soup & Salads. 

A NEW BABY 

Jared, Paige, and Cora Ervin are 

excited to tell you they will be adding 

to their family this summer! This new 

little one is set to join us earth-side in 

late June 2021!  

MAKING MOVES 

John and Nancy Person have officially 

sold and moved out of their home in 

Greenville. They are currently 

enjoying time in Florida before 

settling down in the Chicago area for 

good. When they get settled and 

have a new address and updated 

contact info; we will pass it on to you. 

We wish them all the best with their 

future endeavors! 

 

* If you have any news or life updates you want 

the congregation to know, please email us 

with “FPC Life” as the subject and we will make 

sure to get the wedding, baby, prayer praises 

and other good news to the congregation in 

the following months newsletter! * 

FPC KIDS 

SPECIAL 

By Sienna Gilman 

Look to hear from another one 

of our FPC Kids next month! 

THE BIG MOVE TO GREENVILLE 

Hi, my name’s Sienna. I moved to Greenville just last year. It was a bit nerve 

racking to me at first. Now I feel as welcome as ever. Everyone is just so 

nice here in Greenville. Though I miss my friends in Kettering and St. Louis; 

Greenville feels like home now. I made many friends here. The best part is 

there is more of a chance to run into friends here in Greenville than there is 

in Kettering and St. Louis. Thank you, Greenville, for helping me feel loved. 
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First Presbyterian Church of Greenville Ohio 
 

Minutes of the Session of 
January 14, 2021 

 

I. Opening 

 A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 

           The January 2021 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of  Greenville was called 
 to order on January 14, 2021 at 7 PM by Pastor Andrew Gilman. Pastor Gilman opening the meeting 
 with prayer. 

 Members Present:  Don Stevenson, George Luce, Don Lockhart, Randy Tester, Ray Laughlin, 
 Hendrik van der Walt, Pam Bowman and Wes Jetter after 7:05 PM.  (8)    

 Members Absent: Peter Haviza 

 Guest: None 

 George Luce motioned to add to the Docket items concerning Building Proposal Additions. The motion 
 was seconded by Pam Bowman and passed 7-0. 

 Wes Jetter arrives bringing session members to 8. 

 Approval of Minutes  Pam Bowman motioned to approve the December 2020 minutes. The motion was 
 seconded by Don Lockhart with the amendment that Wes Jetter be added to the Trust Committee. With 
 the amendment the motion passed 8-0. 

 FYI of the Authority of Session over Church Membership.  Pastor Gilman reviewed  session's 
 authority over approving new members prior to voting on the admission of his family to Church 
 membership. 

 After this brief Review, Jenna, Shane and Sienna Gilman came before the session for Church 
 membership approval and to field any questions from Session members.  After fielding several 
 questions and a substantive discussion on age requirements for membership the session voted on the 
 Gilman family membership request. 

 A motion was made by Don Stevenson to transfer the prior membership of Jenna, Sienna and Shane 
 Gilman from their church in Dayton to the First Presbyterian Church of Greenville. This motion was 
 seconded by Pam Bowman and passed 8-0. 

 FYI on membership Rolls and approval of Second Letter to be sent to less active and former 
 church members.  Pastor Gilman read and presented this letter to session for discussion and approval.  
 Copy of letter was included in his session packet. 

 FYI and encouragement for Session committees to meet on a regular basis. Pastor Gilman 
 encouraged Session committees to try to meet every other month. 

 Pam Bowman had another commitment and left the Session meeting at 8:00 P.M. 

 FYI Revitalization Committee meets with Mote and Associates.  Pastor Gilman reported that 
 members of the Revitalization Committee met with Mike Henderson and  Alanna Yeoman to discuss 
 renovations on the 3 Elementary Sunday School Rooms.   Scope of the project was discussed, and 
 Mike and Alanna also left a number of brochures.  Andy also discussed the upcoming meeting of the 
 Young Adult Group that was to take place and Chenoweth Trails that upcoming Saturday. He 
 indicated that up to 32 adults and 16 children might be attending.  

 Building and Grounds FYI – Heat Exchanger has been been installed at the cost of $8,200.  
 George also had a quote for $200.00 to paint the Secretary's Office, a project to be undertaken in 
 February.  George made a motion to go ahead with this painting and it was seconded by Don Lockhart 
 and passed 7-0. 
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 After passing this motion a brief discussion was conducted on whether our level of Public Performance 
 Rights for videos and music performed during services was adequate. No clear consensus was reached, 
 or action taken on this subject. 

 Missions Again mostly discussion here.  Some musing on what to do with the $4,000 that was returned 
 from the translation project. In the current Covid environment the desirability of Mission trips Domestic or 
 Foreign was discussed as well.  Again, no action on any topic during January's meeting.  Session did 
 feel it was nice to be able to  meet all the missionaries that we are supporting during the course of 2020. 

 Nominating Committee The committee was pleased to report that all nominees have accepted Session 
 and Deacon requests without any problems this year.  Pastor Gilman then thanked Hendrik and Ray for 
 their service. Both are leaving the Session in February. 

 Finance Report   Don Stevenson presented the financial report.  Numbers looked good in December 
 and were the highest since December of 2016.  For various reasons $29,916 less than budget was taken 
 out of the Trusts in 2020.  Revitalization money also was taken out of the General account and placed 
 into its own Checking account. This was approximately $11,000. 

 Wes Jetter motioned to accept the overall Financial Report, seconded by Randy Tester, the motion 
 passing 7-0. 

 Don Stevenson then spent several minutes going through various parts of the 2021 annual budget.  After 
 some discussion Hendrik van der Walt motioned to accept the 2021 budget, which was seconded by 
 Wes Jetter.  The motion and budget passed 7-0. 

 Pastor's Report Pastor Gilman presented a written report that was then reviewed by the Session without 
 too much discussion due to the lateness of the hour.  Randy Tester motioned to accept the report, which 
 was seconded by George Luce. The motion passed 7-0. 

 Deacon's Minutes  A written report was submitted by the Deacons. After a brief  review, George Luce 
 Motion to accept the report that was seconded by Don Lockhart and passed 7-0. 

II. Closing 

 A closing prayer was made by Pastor Gilman. 

 Don Lockhart made a motion to adjourn, seconded by George Luce. The motion  passed 7-0. The 
 meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM. 

 

 

John Vehre     Andy Gilman 

  Clerk of Session    Moderator of Session 

 

 

  

OFFICER & STAFF MEETINGS FOR THIS MONTH  

DEACONS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2021 7:00PM 

FINANCE THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2021 6:00PM 

SESSION THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2021 7:00PM 

STAFF WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2021 12:15PM 
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OUR HISTORY & HERITAGE (CONTINUED)

The Presbyterian Historical Society has a lengthy 

article on the beginnings of the Presbyterian 

Church but this excerpt most succinctly sums up 

how it began. “Presbyterianism in a wide sense is 

the system of church government by 

representative assemblies called presbyteries, in 

opposition to government by bishops (episcopal 

system), or by congregations (congregationalism). 

In its strict sense, Presbyterianism is the name 

given to one of the groups of ecclesiastical bodies 

that represent the features of Protestantism 

emphasized by French lawyer John Calvin (1509-

1564), whose writings crystallized much of the 

Reformed thinking that came before him. The 

most important standards of orthodox 

Presbyterianism are the Westminster Confession 

of Faith and Catechisms of 1647. The chief 

distinctive features set forth in the Westminster 

declarations of belief are Presbyterian church 

government, Calvinistic theology, and the 

absence of prescribed forms of worship. 

Presbyterians trace their history to the 16th 

century and the Protestant Reformation.” 

(https://www.history.pcusa.org/history-

online/presbyterian-history/history-church) 

Perhaps the most important name to know in the 

origins of Presbyterianism is that of John Knox. 

John Knox, (born c. 1514, near Haddington, East 

Lothian, Scotland—died November 24, 1572, 

Edinburgh), foremost leader of the Scottish 

Reformation, who set the austere moral tone of 

the Church of Scotland and shaped the 

democratic form of government it adopted. He 

was influenced by George Wishart, who was 

burned for heresy in 1546, and the following year 

Knox became the spokesman for the Reformation 

in Scotland. After a period of intermittent 

imprisonment and exile in England and on the 

European continent (where Knox encountered 

John Calvin in Geneva), in 1559 he returned to 

Scotland, where he supervised the preparation of 

the constitution and liturgy of the Reformed 

Church. His most important literary work was his 

History of the Reformation in Scotland.  

(https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-

Knox/Escape-to-the-Continent) 

The first 150 years of Presbyterian History in Great 

Britain were wrought with suffering for the sake of 

Christ. Among the many issues that the 

Covenanters (in 17th-century Scotland, this was an 

adherent of the National Covenant (1638) or of 

the Solemn League and Covenant (1643), 

upholding the organization of the Scottish 

Presbyterian Church). fought was the case they 

made against erastianism. This is the teaching that 

the state should have authority over the church. In 

England during the 17th Century it meant more 

specifically that the King of England was the head 

of the church. The Presbyterians vehemently 

opposed this. They held that Christ is the only 

head of His church.  

One such story of martyrdom for Christ is that of 

Margaret Wilson. Margaret Wilson was born at 

Glenvernoch, a farm near Newton Stewart in 

Wigtownshire. Her parents were dutiful 

Episcopalians (Church of England), but her older 

brothers were Covenanters. By 1684 Covenanters 

were hiding from the authorities in the hills, and 

increasingly draconian action had ended the large 

conventicles. There were still small gatherings 

held indoors, but now failure to take a test of 

allegiance to the king, which required renouncing 

the Covenant, met with the death penalty, as did 

even attending a conventicle or harboring 

Covenanters. Despite the risks, Margaret began 

attending conventicles with her younger brother 

Thomas, possibly beginning when there was an 

opportunity at a local conventicle to see the 

charismatic James Renwick who had newly 

become leader of the more extreme Covenanters 

known as the Cameronians. On occasion they also 

took along their young sister Agnes.  

In February 1685 the sixteen-year-old Thomas 

Wilson left to join other Covenanters in the hills. 

The girls went on a secret visit to Wigtown to visit 

friends, including an elderly widow Margaret 

McLachlan (there are various spellings of her 
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second name). The young sisters Margaret and 

Agnes were taken prisoner, possibly after 

declining to drink to the King's health, and put 

into the "thieves' hole." They refused to take the 

Abjuration Oath renouncing the Covenant. On the 

following Sunday Margaret McLachlan was 

arrested, and also put into the "thieves' hole" with 

the Wilson girls, along with a servant woman. 

They were taken before the Government 

Commissioners for Wigtownshire. 

On 13 April 1685 they were indicted as being 

guilty of the Rebellion of Bothwell Bridge. The 

three main protagonists were found guilty on all 

charges, and sentenced to be "tied to palisades 

fixed in the sand, within the floodmark of the sea, 

and there to stand till the flood o'erflowed them." 

There are dozens upon dozens of stories like this 

one from that era of our history. Thankfully, we are 

not under such duress that we are required to 

undergo horrific persecution. However, we are 

still called to give our life for Christ. Our heritage 

from these martyred ancestors is that we 

understand the eternal glory that awaits us on the 

other side of death. Luke 9:24 says “For whoever 

would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 

his life for my sake will save it.” While our lives are 

not being asked of us in a physical manner, we 

are to consider the ways that we lay down our life 

for each other for the sake of the gospel. If one is 

willing to give up their life and breath for the 

gospel to death, then we are certainly willing to 

consider the needs of others as more important 

than our own.  

We do not know what awaits the church in the 

years and decades to come, but we can see from 

history that it is important for the church to be 

prepared in all seasons and situations to stand up 

for Christ as witnesses of the truth.

 

 

  

GAME DAY! 
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 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

114 EAST FOURTH STREET 

GREENVILLE, OH 45331 

 

PHONE: (937)548-3188 

FAX: (937)548-0152 

EMAIL: INFO@GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

      

                

 

 

 
 
 
 

LIVE THE 

Story of Redemption 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

      COME           GROW     BECOME 


