
FUNERAL-WORSHIP SERVICE POLICY 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, GREENVILLE 

 

The Funeral Worship Service is a time to glorify God, to celebrate the life of the deceased, who is created 

in God’s image, and an opportunity for the church to serve the families in a time of loss. 

Funeral – Worship Services are free to members of First Presbyterian Church (FPC). FPC will provide a 

Pastor to lead in the worship service, an organist or pianist, a clean sanctuary, amplification, and a 

podium for the visitors’ book. All arrangements and facility adjustments must be within the quality 

parameters of a regular AM worship service. 

Visitation with viewing will usually occur in the funeral home. As a way to serve the family, a brief 

viewing may occur in the Narthex until 5 minutes prior to the Funeral Worship Service. Open or closed 

caskets are at the discretion of the family. For memorial services, visitation may occur in the narthex up 

until 5 minutes before the service or immediately following. 

 

The following is an example of the order of worship for a funeral service. 

 

Prelude   (piano or organ beginning 15 minutes before funeral) 

Call to Worship  (selected and read by the Pastor) 

Hymn of Adoration  (chosen by the Pastor and family) 

Scripture Reading  (selected with family and read by family representative) 

Special Music   (optional, music to be typical of AM worship service) 

Hymn of Praise   (selected with family and pastor) 

Words of Memory (shared by 1-3 family representatives, optional but recommended) 

Scripture Reading  (selected and read by the Pastor) 

Message   (Pastor) 

Hymn of Thanks  (selected with family) 

Benediction 

Recessional Hymn 

 

The details of the service will be made by the pastor in personal consultation with the family. In order to 

assure the reverence and dignity of the worship service, all eulogies or other special requests must be pre-

approved by the FPC Pastor as to content and length during the consultation times. 

 

SCHEDULING 

All communications will go through the funeral home the family has selected. The funeral home and 

church office will work together to set a time for the services to take place as the church calendar has 

weddings, meals, and special services happening year-round. 

MUSIC 

Funeral music must be sacred in genre and acceptable for a morning worship service. All music must be 

approved by FPC Pastor. 



 
 

FACILITY USE GUIDELINES 

The Sanctuary and narthex will have a similar set-up to a typical Sunday AM worship service. The altar, 

baptismal font, piano, and organ must stay in their original positions. The FPC pastor will assist the 

family in securing a convenient time for the service contingent to the availability of the sanctuary. 

PERSONNEL PROVIDED 

It is a privilege for us to serve a grieving family. The Pastor will coordinate all staff as needed. An 

organist or pianist, and a sound person will be provided. Maintenance personnel will be sure that the 

sanctuary is in Sunday morning condition. FPC would like to provide a bulletin outlining the order of 

worship, depending upon timing and secretarial availability.  

AUDIO VISUAL GUIDELINES 

The family may request to have the service recorded by the sound person FPC provides. This will be done 

from our booth as to not distract from the reverence and dignity of the worship service. No outside 

videographers or relatives may record the service. 

FOOD 

If food service is desired, the FPC pastor, elders, and staff will assist the family in choosing a suitable 

location (usually the social hall in the church) and will assist the family in every way possible in 

providing food and service so that the responsibility does not fall to the family. 

Most often, church members are called to provide sides and desserts for the family and Eikenberry’s 

chicken is served with the family paying for the chicken cost only, if able. We ask that these dinners be 

kept to around 30 people. If you know family alone is greater than 30 people, let the FPC Pastor know 

ASAP so staff and elders can come up with a plan to best serve your family during this time. 

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

We always encourage members of FPC to have donations directed back to First Presbyterian Church in 

honor of their loved ones. Those funds are then redistributed to support the missions of the church. 

 

 

PLANNING YOUR OWN MEMORIAL/FUNERAL-WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

Church members are encouraged to have their service at First Presbyterian Church. A Christian’s 

memorial or funeral service in the church is appropriate because it gives a balanced perspective of death. 

In the church we baptize, marry, worship, and gather for fellowship in the name of the God who gives us 

life. These experiences enable us to see that death is a natural part of life and that for the Christian—death 

does not have the final word. 

The memorial or funeral service is a service of witness to the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. At a 

memorial service, neither the body nor the ashes are present. At a funeral service, the body or ashes of the 

deceased is present. Committal may follow the funeral service or precede the memorial service. The 

committal is a short service at the graveside or columbarium that specifically ministers to the needs of 

loved ones. It consists of brief scripture readings and prayers. The service often is a smaller gathering for 

family and friends most dear to the deceased person. 

The following form should be used to plan your service. 



 
 

PLANNING YOUR SERVICE FORM 

Please express your wishes for your memorial or funeral service in the spaces provided. Return this form 

to the church office where it will be kept in a confidential file until needed. Keep one copy for your 

records or give a copy to a family member. If you need guidance, the FPC Pastor will visit with you 

regarding your wishes.  

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

I wish to have a:  Memorial Service □  Funeral Service □ 

I wish to be:  Buried □   Cremated □ 

Location of the Committal and Memorial or Funeral Services: 

Name of Cemetery _____________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________ State ____________________________ 

Name of Church _______________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________ State ____________________________ 

Suggested Hymns found in FPC’s Hymnal (Not an exhaustive list): 

260  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   457  I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art 

543  Abide With Me     282  If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee 

142  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!  588*  In the Garden 

598*  All the Way my Savior Leads Me  495*  It Is Well with My Soul 

280  Amazing Grace!    464  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

339  Be Thou My Vision    529  Lord of the Living 

292*  Because He Lives    376  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

462  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies  379  My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 

526  For All the Saints    555 Now Thank We All Our God 

473 For the Beauty of the Earth   370* O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

528  Give Thanks for Life    384  O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go 

276  Great Is Thy Faithfulness   64*  Peace I Leave with You 

281  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  478 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 

606*  He Leadeth Me    110* Thank God for the Promise 

361  How Firm a Foundation   442  The Church’s One Foundation 

467 How Great Thou Art    122  Thine Is the Glory 
 

* Denotes Red Hymnal 

I wish to have the following hymns at my service: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

PLANNING YOUR SERVICE FORM (CONTINUED) 

 

Suggested Scripture Readings (Not an exhaustive list) 

     Old Testament Scripture 

Job 19:23-27     I know that my redeemer lives 

Psalm 23     The Lord is my Shepherd 

Psalm 46:1-5, 10-11    God is our refuge and strength 

Psalm 90:1-10     Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

Psalm 103     Bless the Lord, O my soul 

Psalm 121     I lift up my eyes to the hills 

Psalm 139:1-18    O Lord, you have searched me and known me 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-14    For everything there is a season 

Isaiah 40:1-11, 27-31    Those who wait for the Lord 

Isaiah 43:1-3a     When you pass through the waters 

Joel 2      Return to the Lord with all your heart 

     New Testament Scripture 

Matthew 5:1-16    The Beatitudes 

Matthew 6:25-34    Do not worry about tomorrow 

John 11:17-27     I know he will rise again in the resurrection 

John 14:1-7, 25-27    Do not let your hearts be troubled 

Romans 5:1-11     Suffering produces endurance 

Romans 8:14-23, 31-39    Nothing can separate us from the love of God 

Romans 14:7-9     We do not live to ourselves 

I Corinthians 15:50-58    Death has been swallowed up in victory 

II Corinthians 4:16-5:1    A house eternal in the heavens 

Ephesians 2:4-10    By grace you have been saved through faith 

Ephesians 3:16-19    The love of Christ that surpasses knowledge 

Philippians 2:1-11    Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus 

Philippians 3:12-16    Press on toward the goal  

Colossians 3:12-17    Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts 

I Thessalonians 4:13-18   God will bring with him those who have died 

I Thessalonians 5:16-18   Rejoice always, pray without ceasing 

Hebrews 12:1-3    Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith 

Revelation 14:13    They will rest from their labors 

Revelation 21:1-4    Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth 

Revelation 22:1-5    And there will be no more night 

Please use the following passages of scripture at my service. 

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 



 
 

PLANNING YOUR SERVICE FORM (CONTINUED) 

 

Participants 

Pastor(s) _______________________________  _______________________________________ 

Others to speak (close friends, family) 

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Pallbearers 

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

This form was filled out by: (Print full name) ________________________________________________ 

Date: ___________________________ Signed: ______________________________________________ 

Witness(es) 

Printed Name: _______________________________ Signed: __________________________________ 

Printed Name: _______________________________ Signed: __________________________________ 


