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F P C  N E W S   
A NEWSLETTER FOR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

 

 
DECEMBER / 2022 / ISSUE 23  

   

“THE DAWN OF REDEEMING 

GRACE” PROLOGUE 

BY SINCLAIR FERGUSON  

They say time is relative, and it can certainly seem that way as 

Christmas approaches. To a busy parent—with presents to wrap, 

cards to send, meals to prepare, and spare batteries to remember to 

buy—time seems to fly. There is not enough of it—and there is simply 

too much to do. But to a child, the days of December seem the 

longest in the whole year; they pass more slowly than the last few 

miles of a tedious journey. No wonder C. S. Lewis’s description of 

Narnia as a land where it was “always winter but never Christmas” 

resonates with children. They do not need to go through the back of 

a wardrobe to feel that—all you do is turn the calendar to the month 

of December! 

(Continued on page 8) 

 KEY DATES  

 

DECEMBER 4 

Christmas Outreach 

DECEMBER 11 

Christmas Party 

DECEMBER 16 & 17 

Community Christmas Drive 

DECEMBER 24 

Christmas Eve Service 

DECEMBER 25 

Christmas Day Worship 
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DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 

THE WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q. 43. How is Christ a prophet? 

A. As prophet, Christ reveals the complete will of God1 
to his church2 about everything for the church’s 
edification and salvation.3 He does this throughout the 
ages in different ways4 by means of his Spirit and word.5 

1. Jn 1.1,4, 15.15.  
2. Jn 1.18, 2 Pt 1.21, 2 Cor 2.9-10.  
3. Acts 20.32, Eph 4.11-13, Jn 20.31.  
4. Heb 1.1-2.  
5. 1 Pt 1.10-12.  

Q. 44. How is Christ a priest? 

A. As priest, Christ offered himself once for all as a 
spotless sacrifice to God1 to reconcile the sins of his 
people,2 and he continually intercedes for them.3 

1. Heb 9.14,28.  
2. Heb 2.17.  
3. Heb 7.25.      

 READING PLAN 
 

WEEK 1 |  DECEMBER 1-2 

 Esther 1-3; Psalm 139; Revelation 1 

 Esther 4-6; Revelation 2 

WEEK 2 |  DECEMBER 5-9  

 Esther 7-10; Revelation 3 

 Ezra 7-10; Psalm 97; Rev 4 

 Nehemiah 1-3; Rev 5 

 Neh 4-6; Psalm 98; Rev 6 

 Neh 7-9; Psalm 140; Rev 7 

WEEK 3 |  DECEMBER 12-16 

 Neh 10-13; Revelation 8 

 Malachi; Psalm 2; Rev 9 

 Job 1-3; Psalm 29; Rev 10 

 Job 4-7; Psalm 99; Rev 11 

 Job 8-11; Rev 12 

WEEK 4 |  DECEMBER 19-23 

 Job 12-14; Psalm 100; Rev 13 

 Job 15-17; Rev 14 

 Job 18-20; Psalm 141; Rev 15 

 Job 21-23; Psalm 101; Rev 16 

 Job 24-27; Rev 17 

WEEK 5 |  DECEMBER 26-30 

 Job 28-30; Revelation 18 

 Job 31-33; Psalm 102; Rev 19 

 Job 34-36; Rev 20 

 Job 37-39; Psalm 103; Rev 21 

 Job 40-42; Psalm 150; Rev 22 

YOUR 

MONTHLY 

MEMORY 

VERSE 

JAMES 5:15-16 

And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. 

And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one 

another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 

person has great power as it is working. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

12/01     Jacqueline Martin 

12/04     Craig Leland 

12/05     Shirla Neff 

12/06     Karen Henninger 

12/10     Lilyanne Wieser 

12/12     Frances Nord 

12/13     Patti Jetter 

12/19     Harding Stevenson 

12/24     Lori Conway 

12/25     Holly Finnarn 

12/28     Jillian Mumaw 

    Jocelyn Mumaw 

12/30      Molly Mumaw 

    Becky Hare 

 

 
ANNIVERSARIES  

 

12/02     Dan & Mindy Rehmert 

12/12     Hendrik & Marnelise van der Walt 

12/17     James & Sherry Ward 

12/28     George & Becky Luce 

__________________________________ 

CHRISTMAS 

OUTREACH 

 

WE WANT YOU TO JOIN US FOR 

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH ON SUNDAY, 

DECEMBER 4TH AT 5:00PM! 

We have over 90 people from our community 

joining us this evening for dinner and we 

need your help making them feel seen, 

heard, and loved! Our FPC Students have 

prepared all the Christmas Boxes that will be 

given away after dinner this night. Thank you 

to those of you who supported the 

purchasing of these boxes financially. It is 

greatly appreciated! A sign-up is available in 

the narthex to serve during this dinner. 

Serving for this event is simply sitting and 

eating food with people you may not know. 

Please pray over this special evening—where 

we will be able to serve our community in 

love, as one body. 
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REVITALIZATION 

UPDATE 

By Paige Ervin 

We have hosted revitalization dinners known as BFB (Bible, Food & Brew) for 

the past two years and have seen tremendous growth in our congregation 

and body as a result. In October 2023, we will kick off a third round of 

dinners! These dinners are designed to break down barriers to faith and 

Christian life for families in our community. As staff, we will spend the first half 

of 2023 building relationships with 8-10 new families we will be inviting to 

this round of dinners. Please ask God to provide us with the families he trusts 

us to care for, and please ask God to reveal to you if there is a family you 

know who we should meet and let us come alongside you in inviting them! 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (CONT. PG. 9) 

MISSION TRIP SUMMER 2023 

You’re invited to join some of our Confirmation 
students in Niagara Falls next summer for a mission 
trip. The group will leave on Sunday, June 4th and 
return on Friday, June 9th. Write “Mission Trip” on a 
connect card today (or call/email us in the office) if 
you would like to know more about this opportunity 
to serve and Justin Morrison will reach out to you. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Mark your calendars now for our Annual Meeting on 
Sunday, January 22, 2023, immediately following 
worship. (This is moved up two weeks from our typical 
meeting time due to an important and timely vote 
regarding the renovation project which will take place 
during the meeting.) We will have a carry-in meal in 
the social hall after the meeting is adjourned. We 
encourage all to attend. Please plan accordingly. The 
2022 Annual Report will be available by January 23, 
via email, for those who would like to read over the 
report before we meet. 

FPC STUDENTS 

FPC Students (middle/high school) will meet again 
on Monday, December 19th at 5:00pm until 9:00pm 
for Christmas Chaos, a late-night Christmas party 
filled with games, food, movies, snacks, and more! 
Please let Justin Morrison know if you plan to attend 
and if you’re bringing any friends so he can plan 
accordingly. It’ll be a night to remember!  

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Our annual church Christmas party is back at Dick 

Brown’s home this year with the Wavaires! This party 

will begin at 6:00pm on Sunday, December 11th with 

the Wavaires sharing some Christmas tunes. This is 

an evening of good food and fellowship. Please 

come with snack to share. Write “Christmas Party” on 

a connect card to RSVP or sign-up in the narthex. 

GROW OPPORTUNITIES 

SMALL GROUPS 

Our small group vision for this year is to help one 

another prioritize the story of redemption in our lives. 

We currently have four different small groups up and 

running. If you are interested in growing in your faith 

through this ministry, contact us in the office today! 

MEN’S ISI BREAKFAST  

The men will meet again on Saturday, December 3rd  

at 8:00am. They will continue to study “The New 

Man” together. The men will now meet at Double M 

Diner and pay for their own meals. Please contact 

Augie Roestamadji (906-523-4459) for more details. 

WOMEN’S STUDY  

The women will meet again on Saturday, December 

10th at 8:30am in the church parlor. They will continue 

to study John Eldredge’s book “Get Your Life Back.” 

A light breakfast is provided. Please contact Jan 

Roestamadji (937-692-6404) for more details. 

PASTOR’S STUDY  

Every Wednesday at 10:30am, Pastor Andrew will 

continue his study through I Kings in the narthex. All 

are welcome to attend.  
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PRAYER  

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Please continue to pray for the following individuals: 

Margaret Hayes, Jack & Gloria Horner, Chris Mumaw, 

Terri Fryman, Russ & Phyllis Royer, Phyllis Trittschuh, 

Betty Small and Sandra Brawley.  

Tish Shepherd as she has an upcoming surgery to 

remove a mass that they believe to not be cancerous, but 

official results will be known after surgery. 

Marnelise van der Walt as she mourns the loss of her 

mother and returns from South Africa. 

Harvey Hinshaw as he is recovering from an automobile 

accident. He is in a stable condition. 

Fran Nord as she has had some heart problems again 

lately and visited the ER last month. 

Thank you to all of you who participated in our first 

annual prayer week during our 2022 Stewardship 

Campaign! Thank you too to all of those who 

participated in our 24- Hour Prayer Vigil. Revitalization of 

Christ’s body here at FPC begins with prayer. We thank 

you for investing in our church and community in this 

way. 

 

 FPC LIFE (CONT. PG. 9) 
NEW CHRISTMAS TREE  

Our front entrance off Fourth Street 
has a new Christmas tree this year 
thanks to Mike and LuAnn Boyer, 
Amanda Hines’ parents. After many, 
many years of service, our previous 
tree was retired to the dumpster 
following the 2021 advent season. 
This new tree was donated to us at a 
perfect time. We are very thankful! 

NEW MEMBERS  

Congratulations to Justin and Jackie 
Morrison, alongside their daughter, 
Laynie Burch, on becoming our 
newest active members. Welcome to 
the FPC family! We look forward to 
living out the Story of Redemption 
alongside you all. Their daughter, Aria 
Morrison, has been added to our 
baptized role. We ask that you, the 
congregation, continue to pray for 
Aria and commit yourselves to set a 
godly example before her, to provide 
as far as you are able, all that is 
necessary to the end that this child 
may one day confess Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord. 

SAFE TRAVELS 

Please continue to pray for Marnelise 
as she mourns the loss of her mom. 
Your prayers are also appreciated for 
Marnelise and Hendrik van der Walt, 
and George and Becky Luce as they 
are all in South Africa right now, but 
will be returning to the states soon. 
Please pray for a safe return home! 

FPC KIDS 

SPECIAL 

By Laynie Burch 

Look to hear from another one 

of our FPC Kids next month! 

MY MINISTRY PARTICIPATION AT FPC  

Hi! My name is Laynie. I’ve been loving FPC so much! We’ve currently been 
busy with the Christmas Outreach that I’m so excited for. There was also 
prayer week which I really enjoyed. I had such an amazing time sharing and 
learning with you all! I think that it was a great thing for me because it 
helped strengthen my prayer life as I have struggled with it in the past. I am 
so glad that I could become part of FPC. It has been a blessing to get to 
know yall! Soli Deo Gloria! 



        PAGE 6 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Greenville Ohio 

Minutes of the Session of 

October 20, 2022 

 

I. Opening 

 

A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 

 

The October 2022 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Greenville was 

called to order on October 20, 2022 at 7 PM by Pastor Andrew Gilman. Pastor Gilman opening the 

meeting with prayer. 

 

Members Present: Wes Jetter, Pam Bowman, Peter Haviza, Helen Miller, and Randy Tester (After 

7:15). (5) 

 

Members Absent:  Don Lockhart  

 

Guests Justin and Jackie Morrison along with their daughter, Laynie. 

 

Approval of Agenda With additions concerning Hugo and Bre van der Walt and updates from the 

Nomination Committee.  Motion made by Pam Bowman to accept Docket items.  Motion was 

seconded by Peter Haviza and passed 4-0. (Before Randy arrived.) 

 

Approval of Minutes Pam Bowman motioned to approve the September 2022 minutes which was 

seconded by Helen Miller. The motion passed 4-0. 

 

 

II. Agenda Items 

 

Testimony of the Morrison family  Several minutes were devoted to hearing the faith testimony of 

Justin, Jackie and their daughter Laynie.  The session then posed a few questions to the family.  After 

these questions were answered Pam Bowman motioned to accept the family into church membership.  

This was seconded by Peter Haviza and passed 5-0. (Randy Tester had arrived by now.) 

 

Great Commission Matrix Andrew Gilman presented a brief teaching session on the Great 

Commission Matrix. This followed the Morrison family testimony and required roughly ten minutes. 

 

Building Committee Andrew reported that the door on Fourth Street has been sanded and sealed.  This 

work was done by Justin Morrison and will help preserve the door from upcoming winter conditions.   

 

Andrew also reported that the handicap access door is not quite working properly. The crash bar screw 

mechanism is broken. Something could be jury rigged, but the building committee recommend replacing 

it. A cost estimate of $369.00 was presented. Peter Haviza motioned to replace the faulty part, which was 

seconded by Helen Miller and passed 5-0. 

 

Andrew mentioned that there is some suspicion of mold near the upstairs hallway water fountain.  

Bleach has been poured down it which has alleviated some of the smell.  After some discussion the 

session indicated that Andrew should contact a plumber and see what they recommend, rather than 

contact a mold specialist off the bat. 

 

Nominating Committee Peter Haviza reported that Craig Leland, Jan Roestamadji and Randy Tester 
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have agreed to serve on the session and Ginny Bertram, Cathy Cornell and Amanda Hines have accepted 

nominations as Deacons. Wes Jetter motioned to accept this report. It was seconded by Pam Bowman 

and passed 5-0. 

 

Mission Committee Hugo and Bre van der Walt are back from Malawi and are no longer associated 

with Design Outreach. Wes Jetter recommends that we pause our support for this organization beginning 

with the rest of 2022 until we receive more information from Hugo and Bre. Randy Tester motioned that 

we pause this support. It was seconded by Peter Haviza and passed 5-0. 

 

FYI Education A one page curriculum has been compiled by Andrew and Paige and an example is 

included with Andrew’s documents for this meeting. It considerably simplifies the amount of material 

the teachers have to read and prepare. 

 

Finance Report In Don and Marnelise’s absence, Andrew gave a very brief financial report.  He noted 

September gifts amounted to $9,639 with YTD giving now at $95,523.84.  This is down roughly 

$12,474 in comparison with this time last year.  A question was brought up about HVAC bills and 

Andrew mentioned they are average roughly $2,400 a month.  Helen Miller motioned to accept this 

report.  Peter Haviza seconded it and the motion passed 5-0. 

  

 Pastor's Report (Andrew Gilman – written submission) 

 Pastor Gilman reported on Visitations, one on one meetings, Greek classes, small groups, Bible studies, 

Worship rehearsals, Riley and Chelsea Lamison wedding, and Southport, IN Presbytery meeting. Helen 

Miller motioned to accept this report, seconded by Pam Bowman and passing 5-0. 

 

Deacon’s Report  A written report was submitted by the Deacons, and after reviewing it, Pam Bowman 

motioned to accept the report. This was seconded by Peter Haviza and passed 5-0. 

 

  

III. Closing 

 

Prayer. A closing prayer was made by Peter Haviza. 

 

Adjournment. Pam Bowman motioned to adjourn, which was seconded by Helen Miller, passing 5-0.  

 

 

  John Vehre     Andrew Gilman 

 

 

  Clerk of Session    Moderator of Session 

 
 

OFFICER & STAFF MEETINGS THIS MONTH 

DEACONS MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2022 7:00PM 

SESSION THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2022 7:00PM 

STAFF WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2022 12:15PM 
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“THE DAWN OF REDEEMING GRACE” 

PROLOGUE (CONT.)

Today’s children are not the first to think that 

Christmas can’t come soon enough. Indeed, that 

was the feeling of generations of Old Testament 

believers: a feeling picked up in the words of 

Charles Wesley’s hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels 

Sing”: 

'Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the 

Virgin’s womb.' 

“Late in time”? Did the good Mr. Wesley think that 

our Savior came late? 

Our own experience sometimes gives certain 

words an atmosphere unique to ourselves. 

Perfectly innocent words can have a chilling effect 

on our emotions! For me, “late” is one of them. I 

cannot hear it without feeling that I am being 

accused! Perhaps it is because I can still hear in 

my mind the shrill voice of one of my teachers 

shouting at me, “You’re late” (when I wasn’t!). With 

that kind of memory, it is hardly surprising that to 

me the phrase “late in time” has a somewhat 

negative ring about it. 

Was Jesus also “late”? No, Wesley did not mean 

Jesus came at the wrong time. But since God’s 

people had been hoping for his coming ever 

since the divine proclamation of Genesis 3:15 had 

promised the arrival of one who would bruise the 

serpent’s head, it must have seemed a very long 

time. The believers of the Old Testament were 

often heard crying out, “How long, Lord?” Would 

it always be winter but never the long-promised 

Christmas? 

God may seem slow, but he is always on time. He 

has never been late. But if you read through the 

Bible from the beginning, there is something 

thrilling about turning over the blank page 

between the Old Testament and the New 

Testament. The first thing you encounter is 

Matthew’s summary of the long years of waiting 

(1:1-17). But now the snow is melting, and winter 

is giving way to Christmas (1:18 – 2:23). The arrival 

of the Lord Jesus is the dawn of a glorious new 

era. 

Matthew’s Gospel begins with two chapters on 

the nativity. It may seem strange that he does little 

more than mention the actual event of that first 

Christmas Day. (“She had given birth to a son,” 

1:25, and “After Jesus was born…”, 2:1; that is all 

he says.) But he has his reasons. Births take place 

every day of the year, ever hour of the day. But 

this birth was different, and Matthew wants to 

spend most of his time helping us to understand 

why it was. 

As this Christmas approaches, I invite you to 

reflect on the birth of Jesus; the dawn of 

redeeming grace.  

By doing so, we become a great company of 

individuals united by the shared experience of 

reflecting on Matthew’s account of the birth of 

Jesus. It is the prologue to the greatest story of 

all—the story of Jesus. And it is one that will make 

many millions sing Joseph Mohr’s famous lines 

again this Christmas: 

'Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light, 

Radiant beams from thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth!' 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

Join us at 7:00pm on Saturday, December 24th for our annual Christmas Eve Candlelight worship service.  

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 

We invite you to join us on Christmas day to worship at our regular time of 9:30am. It will be a family friendly 

service which means no children’s church for the day as worship will be fun and filled with all your favorite 

carols. Join us as we celebrate our savior, Jesus’ birth! 

NEW YEAR’S DAY WORSHIP  

We invite you to join us again on New Year’s Day. Pastor Andrew will be away on vacation this Sunday and 

we will have Pastor Peter Menke fill the pulpit for us. We look forward to seeing you again at 9:30am! 

 

FPC LIFE (CONT.) 
PASTOR APPRECIATION THANK YOU 

The Gilman’s and the Ervin’s would like to thank 

you for your gracious gifts during Pastor/Ministry 

staff appreciation month in October. It is a joy to 

serve this community. We trust the Lord for our 

own lives, and we put the needs of this 

congregation before God in prayer each day. 

Each of you means so much to us and we pray 

that Hod will continue to bless us as we do life 

together in the gospel here at FPC. Our bond in 

the Lord (you all, together with the staff) is strong 

and we remain unified in Christ as we pursue the 

goals of Jesus in the Great Commission. Thank 

you again and let us continue to pursue the lost 

with the love of Christ together in 2023. 

FIRST PLACE RACE FINISHERS 

Congratulations to 3 of our FPC Kids, Philip 

Gilmore, Ruth Gilmore, and Cora Ervin! All three 

won first place in their respective age groups 

during this falls Healthy Kids Running Series! 
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SERVICE OPPORTUINITIES 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DRIVE 

We are “ringing the bell” at Eikenberry's again this year 

to support the Community Christmas Drive. We are 

responsible for Friday, December 16th and Saturday, 

December 17th from 10am-8pm, both days. This means 

we have 20 one-hour time slots to fill. The Deacon’s will 

have sign-ups avaiable soon in the narthex. We encourage 

your family to tend the kettle together this holiday season. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES  

Below are three service opportunities you may be interested in on your own or with your small group. These 

are community events and not church events. Please read below to know how your help is needed. 

1. Winter Wonderland at Chenoweth Trails is back on December 9, 10 and 11 this year. The Light 

Foundation is looking for volunteers. If you are interested in serving at this event, sign-up online at 

the following address: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054fadac22a2f58-winter 

2. The Light Foundation is also looking for cookie donations for this event. If you are interested in 

serving in this way, please contact Marilyn Light at (937)564-0776. 

3. The FISH Mitten Tree once again needs donated gloves and mittens (preferably to fit children under 

5 years) to decorate it’s empty branches. All donations will be given to children enrolled in Darke 

County Head Start programs. Mitten Trees can be found at Montage Café, Greenville Public Library, 

Brethren Retirement Community, and Fourman’s Variety Store.  
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CONFIRMATION CROSSWORD 

All our confirmands this summer created their own crossword puzzle over a specific topic covered in class. 

All the puzzles were on display Sunday, September 18th during their reception after worship. Below is 

Sienna Gilman’s crossword puzzle covering Paul’s Letters. Check out next month’s newsletter to see another 

student’s puzzle. 
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 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

114 EAST FOURTH STREET 

GREENVILLE, OH 45331 

 

PHONE: (937)548-3188 

FAX: (937)548-0152 

EMAIL: INFO@GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

      

                

 

 

 
 
 
 

LIVE THE 

Story of Redemption 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

      COME           GROW     BECOME 


