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SCRIPTURE READING:  John 3

This discussion between Jesus and Nicodemus is fascinating. Nicodemus is the teacher of Israel; yet he doesn’t know basic 
Bible interpretation and has to be taught by “an untrained peasant.” And Jesus is so patient with Nicodemus as he alludes 
to enough biblical texts to make his head spin (for example, Ezekiel 34 and 37 as well as Numbers 21—in just fifteen 
verses!). He wants this teacher to know the truth so that “whoever believes in him may have eternal life.”

Sometimes we presume that we are okay with God because we grew up in church, learned hymns and the catechism, or 
performed certain religious activities. Jesus is patient with us too—because he wants us to realize that while those are  
good things, they aren’t saving things in themselves. They are all meant to lead us by the hand to Jesus himself—that we 
might believe in him, trust him, rest in him and receive him as our Savior, Lord, and friend. We can trust him. Are you 
trusting Jesus?

 
HYMN: “IN CHRIST ALONE”  Getty & Townend

In Christ alone my hope is found; he is my light, my strength, my song:
this cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all—here in the love of Christ I stand.
 
In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones he came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied;
for every sin on him was laid—here in the death of Christ I live.
 
There in the ground his body lay, light of the world by darkness slain.
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory, sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
for I am his and he is mine—bought with the precious blood of Christ.
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death—this is the pow’r of Christ in me.
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from his hand;
till he returns or calls me home—here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand!

PRAYER:
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Savior of sinners, thank you for your patience with me. Your Word comes to me 
day-by-day and week-by-week—and it shows me what is true. You are a great King, a glorious Savior, and true Friend who 
loves me and gave yourself for me. I do trust in you and desire to know you better today than I did yesterday. Assure my 
heart that I belong to you, both body and soul, in life and in death. Grow me in love, joy, and peace this day and always, for 
it is in your name that I pray, Amen.

 
CATECHISM: Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 1
What is your only comfort in life and in death?

That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully 
paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me 
in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven: in fact, all things must work 
together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me 
wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.
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