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SCRIPTURE READING:  Romans 8:18-39

It is hard for us to believe that our present suffering will be outweighed by future glory. After all, the suffering is present; 
the glory is future. The suffering is hard, painful, bitter; and while the glory sounds delightful, how do we know that it will 
outweigh and outstrip what we presently know? 

The Apostle Paul gives us several strong proofs that this is the case. First, our own conversions—and the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in us—are a first-fruit, a promise, that there is a future glory coming. Too, the Holy Spirit is not only in us, but 
he acts on our behalf so that when we don’t know how to pray, he takes our groans, moans, wails, and tears and turns 
them into prayers. Further, God works all things together in such a way as they bring salvation for his own—his purpose 
is unstoppable and his people will know glory. Finally, he answers all our questions so that we might be persuaded that 
nothing will separate us from God’s love in Jesus Christ. We can trust God.

 
HYMN: “HIS LOVE CAN NEVER FAIL”   Miner
 
I do not ask to see the way my feet will have to tread;
but only that my soul may feed upon the living Bread.
’Tis better far that I should walk by faith close to his side; 
I may not know the way I go, but oh, I know my Guide.
His love can never fail; his love can never fail.
My soul is satisfied to know his love can never fail.
 
And if my feet would go astray, they cannot, for I know 
that Jesus guides my faltering steps, as joyfully I go.
And tho’ I may not see his face, my faith is strong and clear;
that in each hour of sore distress my Savior will be near.
His love can never fail; his love can never fail.
My soul is satisfied to know his love can never fail.

I will not fear, tho’ darkness come abroad o’er all the land, 
if I may only feel the touch of his own loving hand.
And tho’ I tremble when I think how weak I am, and frail,
my soul is satisfied to know his love can never fail.
His love can never fail; his love can never fail.
My soul is satisfied to know his love can never fail.

PRAYER:
Triune God, Father, Son, Spirit, it is so difficult to believe that future glory will outweigh all of the mess, hurt, difficulty, 
and pain we know right now. Help us to listen for the Spirit’s voice as he prays through our groaning; help us to look for 
the different ways the Father is at work in our lives right now; and help us to feel the certainty that there is nothing in this 
world that can separate us from Christ’s love. I do believe all of this is true; help me in my unbelief, fears, and doubts so 
that I might hope in you. In Jesus’s name, Amen.

 
CATECHISM: Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 1
What is your only comfort in life and in death?

That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully 
paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me 
in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven: in fact, all things must work 
together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me 
wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.

Original content © Sean Michael Lucas 2020. Permission is granted to distribute this without restriction as long as copyright notice is included.


