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SCRIPTURE READING:  Lamentations 3

It might strike you odd that we have an entire book of laments in the Bible—odd because we don’t practice much 
lamenting in our lives or in our church. A lament is a public declaration of grief and sorrow; and Lamentations has a 
specific reason for such griefs and sorrows, the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians in 586 BC. The book is 
structured in five poems and each poem is an acrostic—the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet are used to write 
each poem.

Chapter three is the longest poem and the central poem in the book. It is long and it is tragic, from the very first words: “I 
am the man who has seen affliction under the rod of his wrath.” And the poet focuses on the ways in which he feels that 
God has disappointed him, attacked him, laid him low: so much so that he will say, “My endurance has perished; so has my 
hope from the Lord.” But at that very point, the poet stops, recalls to mind who his God is, and hopes again. Why? Because 
“the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end.” Hope revives when we remember who 
God is and what kind of love is his. We can trust him.

 
HYMN: “GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS”   Trinity Hymnal 32
 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! morning by morning new mercies I see:
all I have needed thy hand hath provided—Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! morning by morning new mercies I see:
all I have needed thy hand hath provided—Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! morning by morning new mercies I see:
all I have needed thy hand hath provided—Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

PRAYER:
O Lord, these past few days and weeks have made me feel as though you have brought the rod of your wrath against me. 
There are times in which I feel sad, overwhelmed, anxious, and fearful; in fact, I feel as though I might lose hope. In these 
times of sadness, remind me about what is most true about you: your steadfast love never ceases; your mercies never come 
to an end; your faithfulness is great; and you are my portion. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 

 
CATECHISM: Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 1
What is your only comfort in life and in death?

That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully 
paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me 
in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven: in fact, all things must work 
together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me 
wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.
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