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EFFECTUAL CALLING 
BY PASTOR ANDREW GILMAN  

In last month’s article we discovered that the event we often call 
conversion from non-believer to faith in Christ is actually made up 
of an order of events theologians have called the order of salvation. 
These are a series of actions taken by God in order to reach you 
with the truth of the gospel and the Holy Spirit to apply the sacrifice 
of Christ to your soul. Today we are going to discuss the first action 
in that chain of salvation or order of salvation known as ‘effectual 
calling’.  

What is effectual calling? It is a call that ushers a person into a state 
of salvation. Keep in mind that this is just the first in series of events 
and is not meant to be understood apart from the rest of the chain; 
i.e. faith and repentance, justification, adoption, sanctification and 
glorification. 
There is a call that goes out to the world known as the universal call 
of the gospel. This call is addressed to all people without 
distinction. (Continued pg. 8) 

 KEY DATES  

 

APRIL 10 

Palm Sunday 

APRIL 14 

Maundy Thursday 

APRIL 15 

Good Friday 

APRIL 17 

Easter Sunrise 

APRIL 30 

Festival of the Risen King 
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DEEPEN YOUR FAITH 

THE WESTMINSTER LARGER CATECHISM  

 

Q. 28. What are the punishments for sin in this 
world? 

A. The punishments for sin in this world are either 
internal or external. Internal punishments include mental 
blindness,1 a sense of being condemned,2 powerful 
delusions,3 a stubborn heart,4 a terrified conscience,5, 
and shameful desires.6 External punishments include 
God’s curse on the whole creation because of us7 and all 
the other evils that happen to our bodies, our 
reputations, circumstances, relationships, and work,8 
including death itself.9 

1. Eph 4.18.          2. Rom 1.28.            3. 2 Thes 2.11.           4. Rom 2.5.           
5. Is 33.14, Gn 4.13, Mt 27.4, Heb 10.27.                               6. Rom 1.26.  
7. Gn 3.17.            8. Dt 28.15-68.        9. Rom 6.21,23. 

___________________________________________________ 

Q. 29. What are the punishments for sin in the next 
world? 

A. The punishments for sin in the next world include 
everlasting separation from the comforting presence of 
God and the horrible torment of soul and body in hellfire 
without interruption forever.1 

1. 2 Thes 1.9, Mk 9.43-44,46,48, Lk 16.24,26, Mt 25.41,46,  
Rv 14.11, Jn 3.36.  

 READING PLAN 
 

WEEK 1 |  APRIL 1  

 Joshua 9-13; Luke 16 

WEEK 2 |  APRIL 4-8 

 Joshua 14-17; Luke 17 

 Joshua 18-21; Psalm 15; Luke 18 

 Joshua 22-24; Psalm 116; Luke 19 

 Judges 1-3; Psalm 16; Luke 20 

 Judges 4-6; Luke 21 

WEEK 3 |  APRIL 11-15 

 Judges 7-8; Luke 22 

 Judges 9-11; Psalm 17; Luke 23 

 Judges 12-16; Psalm 146; Luke 24 

 Judges 17-18; Psalm 21; Acts 1 

 Judges 19-21; Acts 2 

WEEK 4 |  APRIL 18-22 

 Ruth 1-2; Acts 3 

 Ruth 3-4; Psalm 37; Acts 4 

 1 Samuel 1-2; Psalm 120; Acts 5 

 1 Sam 3-5; Psalm 23; Acts 6 

 1 Sam 6-8; Acts 7 

WEEK 5 |  APRIL 25-29 

 1 Samuel 9-10; Acts 8 

 1 Sam 11-13; Psalm 38; Acts 9 

 1 Sam 14; Psalm 124; Acts 10 

 1 Sam 15-16; 1 Chr 1; Ps 39; Acts 11 

 1 Sam 17; 1 Chr 2; Acts 12 

 

 

 

YOUR 

MONTHLY 

MEMORY 

VERSE 

ROMANS 6:8-11 

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to 
sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
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BIRTHDAYS 

4/1 Darrell Fryman 

4/2 Jack Horner, Dean Bankson 

4/8 Cathy Detrick  

4/10 Marilyn Light 

4/11 Emma James 

4/13 Chris Hayes, Chris Mumaw 

4/17 Phyllis Royer, Carson Henry, Jim Detling 

4/20 Andrew Fryman, Russ Royer 

4/23 Megan Delk 

4/25 Donn Thornhill 

4/29 Mary Lee Moore 

4/30 Beth Vehre 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

4/3         Wes & Patti Jetter 

4/15  Andrew & Jenna Gilman 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PALM SUNDAY 

Join us on Palm Sunday (April 10th) for a 
celebratory worship service as we kickoff Holy 
Week! Worship will begin at our normal time 
of 10:30am. Get ready to wave those palm 
branches with the children as they lead their 
own palm processional that morning. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Please join us for a meal and worship as we 
remember our Lord’s last supper on 
Thursday, April 14th. The meal will be a carry-
in and we ask that you sign-up in the narthex 
or online to RSVP with what dish you intend to 
bring. (Our Ash Wednesday spread was—
WOW! Good work!) Communion will be 
served, and foot washing will take place 
during this somber service of worship. Dinner 
will begin at 5:30pm with worship to follow at 
7:00pm. 

MEN ’S BREAKFAST  

Men from our congregation and community 
are invited to take part in the annual Good 
Friday Men’s Breakfast on April 15th in the 
social hall. Breakfast will begin at 7am. The 
guest speaker for this year will be Pastor Bill 
Edwards from Gospel Baptist church. Please 
add your name to the list in the narthex if you 
plan to attend.  

THE WAY OF THE CROSS 

The stations of the cross will take place on 
Good Friday (April 15th) from noon-2:00pm. 
It will begin at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. This 
is a community event that all are welcome to 
take part in. You will travel from church-to-
church downtown for various teachings and 
worship. As a group, you will carry the cross. 

EASTER SUNRISE 

Easter will look a little different this year. We 

will be having one service of worship for the 

morning, and it will be a sunrise service at 

9:00am. This is different than in years past so 

please mark this start time in your calendars 

today! Easter Sunday is on April 17th! Light 

refreshments will be available following 

worship in the narthex. 
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REVITALIZATION 

UPDATE 

By John Vehre 

The revitalization committee met with the team at Garmann Miller on 

Thursday, March 10th. Following that meeting, they sent another team 

to do some final assessments of the building on Tuesday, March 15th. 

Thank you, Donn Thornhill, and Craig Leland, for being here that day 

to assist Garmann Miller when needed. The next meeting is Thursday, 

April 7th. Please pray for the meeting. We are currently looking to start 

construction in August, and it will last 4-6 months. We look forward to 

being able to share a more visual picture with the congregation soon! 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ISI  MEN’S BREAKFAST  

Men are invited to join Pastor Andrew on the first 

Saturday of the month (April 2nd) at 8:00am for the ISI 

(Iron Sharpens Iron) Study. Breakfast is provided so 

please email us in the office or text Pastor Andrew if 

you plan to attend. 

EASTER CHOIR 

If you are interested in participating in the choir on 

Easter morning, there will be two rehearsals for the 

group. The first one will be Wednesday, April 6th at 

7:00pm and the second will be on Maundy Thursday, 

April 14th at 6:15pm. This will be between the meal 

and worship time. You will start the line for food 

during dinner so you can leave early to practice. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Bible Study is on a break. Study will resume after 

Easter on Wednesday, April 20th at 10:30am. 

BFB REVITALIZATION DINNER 

Our next BFB is on Saturday, April 23rd at 5:00pm. If 

you are interested in attending or learning more 

about these dinners, please email the office or talk to 

Pastor Andrew or Paige Ervin today! Thank you, Jim 

& Rebecca Detling, for hosting us this month! 

WAVAIRES 

The Greenville High School Wavaires will be joining 

us for worship on Sunday, April 3rd.  

SENIOR/SCHOLARSHIP SUNDAY 

Current high school seniors and college students are 

encouraged to apply for scholarships through the 

church. Applications can be found online under the 

“Missions” tab. Please turn in all applications by 

Friday, April 1st. Scholarships will be awarded, and 

our seniors will be recognized on Sunday, May 15th.  

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

FISH CHOICE PANTRY 

We are always collecting food to give to the FISH 
Choice Food Pantry. There is a bin in the narthex 
where you can drop items off for Fish. Fish Choice 
Pantry provides emergency foods to residents of 
Darke County in times of need. 

FESTIVAL OF THE RISEN KING 

We are still in need of volunteers for the festival. We 
need help with setup, teardown, carnival games, 
registration, inflatables, people to attend and be 
intentional about interacting with visitors or simply 
funding the event. If you think you can help in any 
way, please let Paige know by signing up on your 
Connect Card on Sunday morning or online. The 
event is Saturday, April 30th from noon-3pm! 

HOSPITALITY 

If you are interested in greeting or hosting coffee 

hour, email us in the church office and we will pass 

the word along to our Deacons. 
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PRAYER 
ARE YOU RECEIVING PRAYER CHAIN UPDATES? 

SEND US AN EMAIL TO GET ADDED TODAY! 

_____________________________________________________________ 

BE IN PRAYER FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

Margaret Hayes, Patti Jetter, Terri Fryman, Donn 

Thornhill, Mark & Didi Howell, Patricia Mumaw, Stefan & 

Hensie van der Merwe, EPC missionaries overseas 

PRAYER CHAIN EMAIL UPDATES FROM MARCH: 

Donn and Charlene have shared with us that Donn recently had a 

stress test done that showed possible heart blockage. On February 

22 he was admitted to Miami Valley Hospital for surgery which 

showed 80% blockage so 2 stents were put in. He is able to breath 

much better and starting to feel good. Both Donn and Charlene are 

very thankful for your prayers and concerns. 

Please be in prayer for Marnelise van der Walt’s cousins Stefan and 

Hensie van der Merwe. They have 3 kids and are missionaries in 

Ukraine. They have been there for 20 years now. There oldest son is 

in Kiev, attending University. Stefan is a pastor and they have been 

transporting people from their congregation across the border. They 

didn’t want to leave until they could get their son out of Kiev. Their 

son was thankfully on a bus from Kiev when it was bombed and was 

able to get out.  The family is all together now, but still in Ukraine, in 

the rural areas. Please continue to lift them up in prayer and the entire 

nation of Ukraine during this trying time. 

Terri has made it home from Columbus. As the T-cell therapy is doing 

its work, she continues to rest and monitor for side effects. Doctors 

say that things are progressing as expected. Your continued prayers 

are greatly appreciated. 

Thank you all for your prayers during Chris' mother's surgery.  She will 

be coming home from the James tomorrow.  The doctors are pleased 

with the surgery.  Please continue to keep her in your prayers as she 

will follow up the surgery with radiation. 

The note from the Howell’s can be found under FPC Life. 

 FPC LIFE 

NEW MEMBERS 

Congratulations to Augie and Jan 

Roestamadji for taking vows in front of 

the congregation and becoming our 

newest members on Sunday, March 

20th. Welcome to the FPC family 

Augie and Jan! We look forward to 

living out the Story of Redemption 

alongside you both. 

HELLO FROM THE NORDS 

Dick and Fran Nord moved last year 

to New Albany to be closer to their 

children. They want you all to know 

that they are still thinking of you and 

wishing you well in all things, big and 

small. They greatly appreciate your 

prayers and guidance, particularly for 

Fran as she has had several ongoing 

health issues and setbacks.  

NOTE FROM THE HOWELLS 

If you haven’t already heard, we 

received joyful news of becoming 

pregnant. We announced this news 

last Sunday at church (3/20). 

Unfortunately, God did not intend for 

us to ever hold this child in our arms. 

On Tuesday evening (3/22) we had a 

miscarriage. We have never 

experienced loss like this before, so 

the hurt is great. (Continued on pg. 9) 

FPC KIDS 

SPECIAL 

By Randall Ervin 

Look to hear from another one 

of our FPC Kids next month! 

I hit 9 months last month and I was able to bust out my hats and take my car 

out for a spin a few times with all the nice weather! I’m still trying to figure 

out this crawling thing fully, but love to smile, laugh, eat, and sleep!  
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First Presbyterian Church of Greenville Ohio 

Minutes of the Session of 

February 10, 2022 

 

I. Opening 

 

A. Call meeting to order with reading of the Word and prayer 

 

The February 2022 stated meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Greenville was 

called to order on February 10, 2022, at 7 PM by Pastor Andrew Gilman. Pastor Gilman opening the 

meeting with prayer. 

 

Members Present: Pam Bowman, Peter Haviza, Don Lockhart and Randy Tester (4)   

 

Members Absent: Wes Jetter, Helen Miller 

 

Guest: None 

 

Approval of Agenda A motion was made to approve the docket adding discussion concerning Ginny 

Bertram's concerns about the timing on the renovation project. Pam Bowman made the motion 

seconded by Peter Haviza and passing 4-0. 

 

Approval of Minutes Don Lockhart motioned to approve the January 2022 minutes seconded by 

Pam Bowman. The motion passed 4-0. 

 

 

II. Agenda Items 

 

Personnel. Andrew Gilman mentioned that Ben Clark is interested in filling the vacancy  in the 

Church's Building and Maintenance position. He recommended that we hire Ben on a temporary or trial 

basis up to 10 hours a week. Peter Haviza motioned that we hire Ben Clark seconded by Pam Bowman.  

The motion passed 4-0.  Andrew also mentioned that a checklist of building maintenance items is being 

put together at this time. 

 

Revitalization. In response to Ginny Bertram's concerns over the timetable of a possible renovation 

project, Pastor Gilman will approach members of the congregation to paint the children's rooms. In 

addition, Pastor Gilman requests that we purchase some newer toys and other activity items for the 

children to replace old items removed recently.  Pam Bowman motioned that we go ahead with painting, 

carpet cleaning and purchasing new items for the rooms.  Peter Haviza seconded, and the motion passed 

4-0. 

 

Finance Report. Andrew Gilman gave a very brief report mentioning that contributions to the Church 

were $14,857.00 in January. 

 

Pastor's Report (Andrew Gilman – written submission).  Pastor Gilman submitted a written report to 

session and in the interests of brevity only elaborated verbally on not having as many visitations in 

January due to health reasons. He also mentioned that Paige Ervin will be attending the Friday session 

on the upcoming Presbytery meeting in Findlay, Ohio. She has mentioned possibly pursuing ordination 

and wished to speak to a couple of other ministers, one a woman who recently finished her own 

ordination, while facing similar family obligations that Paige may face in the course of her future 

studies.  
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 Peter Haviza motioned to accept the report seconded by Pam Bowman and passing 4-0. 

 

Deacon's Report. Andrew Gilman submitted a written report from the Deacons.  Cathy Cornell will be 

President and Ginny Bertram second in command for 2022.  Andrew also mentioned that the Deacons 

have close to $4,000 in their account.  Randy Tester motioned to accept the report, seconded by Don 

Lockhart, and passing 4-0. 

 

Building Use. Butterfly Garden Club has requested to use the Social Hall.  With the usual 

 requirements, Pam Bowman motioned to accept this request, seconded by Peter Haviza, and passing 4-0. 

 

 Building Use Policy. Andrew Gilman submitted a policy for Session's consideration.  Randy Tester 

 motioned to accept this revised policy, seconded by Peter Haviza and passing 4-0. 

 

 

III. Closing 

 

Prayer. A closing prayer was made by Pam Bowman. 

 

 Adjournment. Peter Haviza motioned to adjourn, which was seconded by Pam Bowman, passing 4-0.  

 

   

 

John Vehre     Andrew Gilman 

   

 

 

Clerk of Session    Moderator of Session 

     

     

 
 

 

  

OFFICER & STAFF MEETINGS THIS MONTH 

DEACONS MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2022 7:00PM 

SESSION THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2022 7:00PM 

STAFF WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2022 12:15PM 
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EFFECTUAL CALLING (CONT.)
 

It is highly probable that this is the call referred to 
in Matthew 22:14. “Many are called, but few are 
chosen.” This is different than the effectual call 
mentioned in Romans 8:30 which says that those 
whom God predestined, He also called. This 
calling follows the chain all the way to glorification 
and is what is known as effectual calling due to 
the fact that it is effective unto salvation for the 
individual. With scarcely an exception the NT 
mean by the words ‘call’, ‘calling’, and called’, 
nothing less than the call which is effective unto 
salvation. Let’s talk about this call in more detail.  

Who is its author? 

God is the author. I Corinthians 1:9 says that God 
is faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” II 
Timothy 1:8-9 says Be thou partaker of the 
afflictions of the gospel according to the power of 
God, who saved us and called us with a holy 
calling.” 

As you can see this makes calling an act of God’s 
grace. The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
defines it this way. Effectual calling is the work of 
God's Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our sin 
and misery, enlightening our minds in the 
knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he 
doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus 
Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel.  

What is its pattern? 

John Murray states that effectual calling is the 
pattern of determinate purpose. What does he 
mean by that? It simply means it is not haphazard 
or momentary. It is not arbitrary. Rather, it is 
eternal. It was planned from eternity past. God 
has an eternal plan and purpose for each one who 
belongs to Him by faith. That plan and purpose 
are set into motion by this effectual calling upon a 
life. 

Furthermore, it is according to the pattern of 
Jesus Christ that this pattern is devised. 
“…according to His own purpose and grace which 
was given to us in Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 1:9). In 
other words, God is not distant as He calls us. He 
is intimately involved in the details of our lives and  

 

 

in bringing us to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ.  

What is its priority? 

The question here tries to understand why we put 
effectual calling at the front of the order of 
salvation.  

First, it is calling that the Bible presents as the act 
of God by which we are actually united to Christ 
(see I Corinthians 1:9 again). Union with Christ 
unites us to the grace of God.  

Second, calling is a sovereign act of God alone 
and we cannot define it in rems of the response 
which is elicited in our hearts. We will talk about 
this further when we discuss regeneration next 
month. But for now it is proper to understand that 
‘new birth’ or regeneration is not a result of our 
response to the call of God upon our lives. 
Regeneration is better thought of as the link 
between this effectual call and the eventual 
response to that call.  

Third, we see most clearly in Romans 8:28-30 that 
this effectual call is placed at the front of the list.  

Thus, there are good reasons for the conclusion 
that the application of redemption begins with the 
sovereign and effective call or summons of God 
upon our lives. The people are ushered into 
fellowship of Christ and union with Him to the 
end. They will become partakers of all the 
blessings of grace and salvation which reside in 
Jesus our Lord.  

How does this help us in our daily Christian walk? 

It's effectual calling that reminds us that what God 
begins, in terms of the order of salvation, He 
always finishes. And when that work of genuine 
faith begins in the believer—the work of God—He 
will bring it to full fruition. And you're going to see 
it when grace becomes evident in your life. As you 
begin to love and obey Christ, you will look back 
and marvel that while you were still opposed to 
God, He called you by name and led you to 
Himself.  

The call produces new life. Ephesians 2:1–5 says 
that we were dead before God called us and  
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quickened us. A dead man cannot respond to 
anything. He cannot cooperate with any kind of 
call, external or internal. Like Lazarus in the grave, 
he cannot come back to life unless God raises 

him. God's call, like that of Jesus, calls Lazarus 
from the grave. Consider this as we approach 
Resurrection Sunday this year. We are all called to 
wake up from the dead just as Lazarus was. 

 

FPC LIFE (CONT.) 
But we are thankful to serve a God who can work all things for our good. Romans 8:28 is a great comfort to 

us. We do not regret telling everyone of our joyful news. We are glad that our friends, families, and church 

family celebrated this new life with us! We believe every life should be celebrated, as we know that God is 

intimately acquainted with each of us, even before our conception, as David writes in Psalm 139. And the 

Bible also encourages us to rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with those who mourn in Romans 

12:15. As hard as it was to tell everyone our baby is no longer with us, the support we have received makes 

it so much more bearable.   

In Christ, Mark & Didi Howell 

BOWLING PARTY 2022 
Thank you to everyone who attended this years bowling party. We had almost 40 people and it was a 

beautiful afternoon filled with great fellowship and fun! 

Congratulations to Emma James on her turkey in the final frame! Gobble Gobble! 
 

JOIN US IN REACHING THE COMMUNITY 
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 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

114 EAST FOURTH STREET 

GREENVILLE, OH 45331 

 

PHONE: (937)548-3188 

FAX: (937)548-0152 

EMAIL: INFO@GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.GREENVILLEPRES.ORG 

      

                

 

 

 
 
 
 

LIVE THE 

Story of Redemption 
AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

      COME           GROW     BECOME 


