Water Baptism

LESSON #16

Discipleship
Study
1. What is your baptism story? How impactful has your baptism been in your walk of faith?
2. As Pastor Arol mentioned, the original language word for baptism is “baptizo” which means to immerse or
overwhelm. Baptism is a sign of Christ overwhelming us and changing us. How has Christ changed your life?
What is your salvation story?
3. Pastor Arol shared about the ritual ceremonial cleansings of purification in the Old Testament and then the
baptisms of conversion to Judaism. Why do you think God chose such a familiar act as baptism as the sign of
one’s dedication to Christ? Do you think it was easier for people in Jesus’ day to grasp the nuances of baptism
better than us today? Why? How can we help better explain baptism today to those that are questioning?
4. (Matthew 3:13-17) If baptism is a picture of ritualistic cleansing, why did Jesus, who was perfect, have John
baptize him? What was it that Jesus was accomplishing in this act? How does this act present Jesus as
Immanuel, “God with us,” living right with His creation?
5. (Matthew 8:23-27) In the Hebrew mind water was thought to be a picture of chaos, something you can’t
control. Chaos was often synonymous with sin. What are some of the times in life when your life felt like chaos?
How has Jesus come and spoken peace into your storms?
6. (1 John 4:4) In baptism believers are identifying with Jesus who is greater than the chaos and sin of our life.
What does it mean to you to be the follower of Jesus Christ Who is greater than all things? How does this impact
the choices you make and the way you live your life?
7. (Romans 6:3-11) Baptism is an identification with the death of Christ? Why is this important?
8. (Romans 6:3-11) Baptism is an identification with the resurrection of Christ? Why is this important?
9. Baptism is a public and community event. Why is it important for baptism to be a public spectacle rather than a
private experience?
10. (Matthew 28:19-20) In what ways is baptism a sign or training in boldness? How is baptism an experience of
evangelism and proclamation?

