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THE CHURCH We believe that all who place their faith in Jesus Christ are immediately baptized 
by the Holy Spirit into one united Body, the Church, of which Jesus Christ is the Head, and 56 57 
which is His Bride. We believe the establishment of local churches is clearly taught, and 58 59 
that the members of this one spiritual Body are directed to associate themselves together in 
local assemblies.60 We believe that the Head of the Church is Jesus Christ and those serving as 
leaders in the Church over the assembly are elders (also called bishops, and pastors); and 
deacons, both of whom must fit biblical qualifications. 61 We believe the purpose of the Church 
is to glorify God, and to build itself up in the 62 faith, by instruction in the Word, by fellowship, 
by keeping the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and by advancing and 
communicating the Gospel to the entire 63 world.64

56* 1 Corinthians 12:12-13; Ephesians 1:22-23. 57*  Ephesians 1:22-23, 4:15. 58*  Ephesians 
5:23-32. 59* Galatians 1:2; Philippians 1:1. 60*  Acts 2:38-47; Hebrews 10:25. 61*  Philippians 
1:1; Ephesians 4:11-12; Acts 20:28; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-5; Hebrews 13:7, 
17. 62* Ephesians 3:10, 21. 63* Acts 2:1-21, 2:38-47; Romans 12:5-8. 64* Matthew 28:19; Acts 
1:8. 

Vicar of Christ was used generally to refer to those who believed. It was also used to reference 
any church clergy and even used as a reference to Christian governments and leaders. It was 
most often used in a reverent or specific manner when referring to The Holy Spirit and also 
when referring to the Church catholic. It was not used specifically of the pope alone until the 
middle of the 8th century. At this time it only started to be used and wasn’t universally 
recognized in the church. As the doctrine of papal supremacy spread through the western 
church it became used of the pope alone until about 1054 a.d. when the Eastern Orthodox split 
from the Western church. It remained used of the pope alone in the west until the reformation 
starting in the 15th century and continuing till today, where Roman Catholics still recognize the 
term applying to the pope alone and Protestantism rejects it outright often abandoning the 
term all together rather than applying it appropriately. Many in the Roman Catholic Church 
appeal to ecumenical councils where the pope referenced the vicar of Christ but eastern 



churches as well as protestant churches reject this as a misinterpretation of the text from the 
councils and believe rather that the bishop of Rome was using the title correctly to refer to all 
saints or the church as the vicar of Christ. Thus Protestants and the Eastern Church believe 
Roman Catholicism has left biblical and historic Christianity. 

It is not that we as individuals are not representatives but rather that the church all over the 
world throughout history is the representative of Jesus Christ to the world. This is so because 
we are all filled with The Holy Spirit. 

1 Cor 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Romans 12:5 so in Christ we who are many are one body, and each member belongs to one another.

1 Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together 
with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:

1 Corinthians 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of 
Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never!

1 Corinthians 10:17 Because there is one loaf, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one loaf.

1 Corinthians 12:12 The body is a unit, though it is comprised of many parts. And although its parts are many, they 
all form one body. So it is with Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

Ephesians 1:23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Ephesians 4:12 to equip the saints for works of ministry, to build up the body of Christ,

Ephesians 5:30 For we are members of His body.

Colossians 1:18 And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and firstborn from among the 
dead, so that in all things He may have preeminence.

 

To elevate ourselves to the sole representative of Christ is to circumvent the authority that God 
has established. Christ as the head of the church, the church over the individual. Husband as 
head of the wife and parents the head of the children. When we leave this model we make the 
church subordinate to us thus also making the scripture subordinate to our own interpretation 
rather we must be diligent to interpret the scriptures accurately and place ourselves under the 
authority of the church which is under the authority of Christ. In this model then the church is 
recognized to be under the authority of Christ so long as it is in accord with the word of God. If 



it ceases to be in line with the word of God it has placed itself over and against the headship of 
Christ. Thus to remain in subordination to a church who has abandoned sound biblical 
interpretation is to place yourself again outside of the headship of Christ. This must be attained 
by continual prayer, submission to the Holy Spirit, diligent study of the word, and sound 
discipleship. 

Romans 12

Each member is given different gifts, abilities, and passions. These are given for the building up 
of the body and should be exercised in the correct manner. No one individual can accomplish all 
that is necessary for the church to accomplish and so it should not be expected that each 
individual has the same passion as another except that passion that God be glorified. 

1Corinthians 12:26 - If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together.

If one member fails to use their gifts for the glory of God we all suffer. Likewise, where one 
succeeds in glorifying God we all rejoice. So then we as individuals are responsible to the other 
to ensure that our abilities are used in total to glorify God for the mutual edification of the 
body. When we cease to do this we sin against God and the body of Christ. We also must be our 
brothers’ keeper in that we must encourage and build up one another that we may persevere 
in honoring God.

We were created to honor God and must do so individually and corporately. To continue in sin 
is to bring dishonor upon ourselves, the body of Christ, and Christ himself. We must not go on 
sinning but should rely on the sanctification of the Holy Spirit, the elders and full council of the 
church, and the Holy Scriptures to align our thoughts, actions, and heart in accord with what 
God has deemed is good. 
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